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As a nonpartisan 501(c)(3) organization, we cannot endorse candidates or tell you whom
to vote for up and down the ballot. But we can provide this voting guide to help you
navigate the 2020 general election with ease.

Likewise, elections are fundamentally about freedom and exercising one’s moral agency.
Freedom to raise one’s voice at the polls. Freedom to exercise one's right to vote. Freedom to
share one’s values and beliefs at the ballot box.

Since 1995, we at the Ohio Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice have sought to
elevate the moral power of religion to protect and advance reproductive health, rights, and
justice for all Ohioans. Through education, advocacy, and pastoral care, we continue to
mobilize our faithfully pro-choice members to ensure that all people can access the
reproductive healthcare they need, want, and deserve — including abortion care.

About This Guide

This toolkit provides nonpartisan information to guide you on the importance of local
elections, why voting matters, how to cast your vote in Ohio, and more. Happy reading!

We honor the moral agency of each person to decide what is best for their own life. A
person’s body does not belong to the government. A person’s body does not belong to the
church or any religious institution. Each person must have the freedom to control their own
body and exercise their conscience.

This toolkit was developed and designed by our team (pictured left to right) —  Elaina Ramsey (Executive
Director), Rev. Terry D. Williams (Faith Organizer), Kelley Fox (Faith Organizer) — with select content used
with permission from the Nonpartisan Ohio Voter Outreach Committee.

https://www.ohiorcrc.org/vote
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All Politics are Local

  Did you know?

 41% Ohioans are poor/low-income — 4.7
million — including 51% of children (1.4 million), 43% of
women (2.5 million), 61% of people of color (1.4 million),
and 36% of  white people (3.3 million)
 52,000 Ohioans are imprisoned — 48% are people of
color
 Black Ohioans are incarcerated over 5x the rate of white
Ohioans.
 638,000+  Ohioans STILL have no  health insurance
 10,100+ Ohioans are homeless, and numbers are
growing
 At Ohio minimum wage, it takes 74 hours of work/week to
a�ord a 2-bedroom apartment
 45% of Ohio’s workforce earns under $15/hour — 2.3
million workers
 Ohio is 1 of 7 states that purge infrequent voters — often
poor people who move a lot.
 In 2016, same-day registration in Ohio was eliminated,
impacting low-income voters and voters of color.

https://www.ohiorcrc.org/vote
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Why Local Elections Matter
It won’t make any di�erence who is president if the state and
local o�cials work against your interests!

The presidential election is important — but so are elections for:

   Judges
 Prosecutors/City Attorneys
 City Councilpersons
 State Lawmakers
 School Levies

https://www.ohiorcrc.org/vote
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Why We Vote 
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You are eligible to register to vote in Ohio if you meet all the
following requirements:

Register to Vote

 You are a citizen of the United States

 You will be at least 18 years old on
or before the day of the general
election

 You will be a resident of Ohio for at
least 30 days immediately before
the election in which you want to
vote

 You are not incarcerated (in prison
or jail) for a felony conviction

 You have not been declared incompetent for voting purposes by a
probate court
 You have not been permanently disenfranchised for violating the
election laws

Check Your Voter Registra�on

 Register to Vote by October 5th

https://www.ohiorcrc.org/vote
https://ohvotes.org/
https://olvr.ohiosos.gov/
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As people of faith, making sure everyone can vote and have their
voices heard is essential to a just society. Check out these
important deadlines, resources, and tips to help you exercise your
right to vote.

Key Deadlines

https://www.ohiorcrc.org/vote
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(1) Absentee Vo�ng

Three Ways to Vote

You can vote from the
convenience of your own home
by requesting an absentee ballot.
This option allows you to vote
early by mail and reduces the
chance of lines at the polls on
Election Day.

NOTE: While October 31st is the o�cial deadline to request an
absentee ballot, we strongly urge you to apply early to avoid any
USPS delays.

   

If you decide to vote absentee,
follow these steps: (1) Request an
application for an absentee ballot. (2) Once your application is
completed and approved, you’ll receive an o�cial absentee ballot
by mail. Complete and postmark it by no later than the day before
Election Day for it to be valid. 

https://www.ohiorcrc.org/vote
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If you don’t want to cast an absentee ballot by mail, make a plan to
vote early in-person to avoid long lines on Election Day. Polls are
open for several weeks before the election, starting October 6th!
Learn more at .OHVOTES.ORG

(2) Early In-Person Vo�ng

https://www.ohiorcrc.org/vote
https://ohvotes.org/
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If you decide to not vote early or by absentee, you can vote in-
person on Election Day on November 3rd.  Bring a photo ID,
military ID, utility bill, bank statement, paycheck, or other
government ID with your name and current address listed. Find
your polling location and learn more at .OHVOTES.ORG

(3) Elec�on Day In-Person Vo�ng

https://www.ohiorcrc.org/vote
https://ohvotes.org/
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that the last day to submit a request for an absentee  isDID YOU KNOW… ballot  October 31st
at noon?

that you can download an absentee ballot request form
at  ?
DID YOU KNOW …

OHVOTES.ORG

that in Ohio you can vote if you have a felony record?DID YOU KNOW…

 that in Ohio you can vote if you are serving a misdemeanor sentence in
jail?
DID YOU KNOW…

that you can track your ballot once it has been cast by visiting
?

DID YOU KNOW…
OHVOTES.ORG

that  begins on October 6th? Hours are from 8 a.m.
– 5 p.m.
DID YOU KNOW … early-in person voting

that the last day to request an absentee ballot  if you intend to
drop it o� at the Board of Elections is 
DID YOU KNOW… application

October 1st? 

…that you can vote if you are on probation or parole?DID YOU KNOW

that in Ohio you can vote if you are in jail awaiting trial?DID YOU KNOW…

that actual absentee ballots must be taken to the Board of Elections by
the voter themself or only by a close family member? 
DID YOU KNOW …

that military and overseas absentee voting begins on September 18th and
ends on November 2nd?
DID YOU KNOW…

Did You Know?

https://www.ohiorcrc.org/vote
https://ohvotes.org/
https://ohvotes.org/
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How to Get Involved
 Know the correct dates and deadlines (

)

The last day to register
to vote is October 5th, early voting starts October 6th, and
Election Day is November 3rd.
 Write letters and/or send postcards
 Volunteer to phonebank or textbank
 Create info booths in your neighborhood with forms,
envelopes, and addresses
 Share state & local issues by social media or by phone
 Help others check their voter registration — OHVOTES.ORG
 Engage in online conversations about the importance of the
election
 Print voter registration forms and absentee ballot applications
for family & friends
 Share stamps for mailing absentee ballots
 Drive people to the Absentee Ballot Drop Box and to the polls
 O�er water, food, and chairs to those waiting in line to vote
 Become a poll worker — OHVOTES.ORG

https://www.ohiorcrc.org/vote
https://ohvotes.org/
https://ohvotes.org/


Contact Us

OHIO RCRC   
P.O. BOX 82204   
COLUMBUS, OH 43202
614-706-3709 |  info@ohiorcrc.org                                                                              
OHIORCRC.ORG

    Ohio RCRC elevates the moral power of faith communities to               
    ensure that all people can access the reproductive health care 
    they need. Regardless of income, race, sexual orientation, 
    gender identity, or background. Free from judgment and         
    intimidation.


