Doing a Christmas Eve Offering Well

In our culture, Christmas is a season of giving when church-goers and non-church-goers alike are
inclined toward generosity. The offering taken at Christmas Eve services is, therefore, an important giving
opportunity, especially for those who don’t regularly attend church — but only if it is presented in a
compelling way.

I witnessed a Christmas Eve service in which the offering was
handled extremely well. I was struck by four particular things.
For Others. The offering was totally dedicated to those outside
the church walls. Upon entering, I received a bulletin with an
insert explaining the ministry that was going to receive 100
percent of the offering. The church was aware that it would
have a number of visitors who would not necessarily feel
comfortable giving to a local church, especially if they already
belonged to another church, as is frequently the case with outof-town visitors. Those same persons, however, may want to
make an expression of gratitude at Christmas.
Video. A video was produced to explain how lives are being changed through this ministry. The video
was shown just before the offering. God sent Christ into the world that lives might be changed, and this
video helped me and others see how that was being done through this ministry. The video was so good I
doubled my intended offering as a way of saying thanks to this God of love. I could really see in the video
how I could partner with God to change even more lives, and I was excited to do it.
Electronic Giving. A QR code was printed in the bulletin that anyone could scan with their Smartphone
to make a gift. I watched as the person next to me took out his phone, used his code reader, and scanned
the code in the bulletin. It took him to the church website that had a large lead-in to the Christmas Eve

Offering. He put in his credit card number, hit send, and made a contribution in less than one minute. I
looked around the sanctuary and saw several others doing the same thing. How ingenious this was. I had
not thought of using QR codes in this way, but it was so easy.
Church Gift. People were told how to make a contribution to the local church if they so desired. The
worshipers were told to use envelopes in the pew backs if they wished to make a contribution to this
church. The leaders knew that some members would be present who wanted to make an end-of-the-year
gift, so a method was provided to do just that.

This church gave everyone the best chance to give. Your church can do so as well this Christmas Eve.
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