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2016 Year End Report
Relief for Louisiana Flood Victims

CCC Celebrates 10
Year Anniversary
In February of 2016
the Conejo Compassion Coalition celebrated its 10 year anniversary, with a gala at the
Palm Garden Hotel in
Thousand Oaks. During the celebration, the
Mayor Pro Tem, Claudia De la Pena, presented the organization with a commendation from the City of
Thousand Oaks and
the CEO was recognized with a lifetime
achievement award
from President Barack
Obama. Funds raised
from the gala were
used to support our
medical center in
Uganda and to rebuild
homes of Haiti earthquake victims.

In August 2016, prolonged rainfall in southern parts
of the U.S. state of Louisiana resulted in catastrophic
flooding. The flood has been called the worst US
natural disaster since Hurricane Sandy in 2012. The
Conejo Compassion Coalition worked with the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana, providing financial support
for gutting homes damaged by the flood. Bishop
Morris Thompson responded to the CCC outreach
with a letter that read in part:
“The devastation in the Baton Rouge area is almost
incomprehensible. For example, over 90% of the
homes in Denham Springs were flooded. Right now we are helping coordinate short
-term emergency aid to those most affected by the floods. However, these efforts
will stretch into the weeks, months and years ahead. The spirit of perseverance is
very much alive and is experienced with each hand that is reached out to assist
our brothers and sisters during this difficult time. Your gift is a critical component
of what we are able to accomplish. Again, thank you for your generosity and willingness to help those in greatest need.”

Building Homes - Changing Lives
CCC continues rebuilding homes destroyed by the earthquake in Haiti. Two additional homes were completed in 2016,
including one home that was funded by
contributions from St Patrick’s parishioners. The 40 square meter homes are being built in the small mountain community of Blanchard nestled in the mountains
above Port au Prince. The beneficiaries,
who have been living in makeshift shelters since the earthquake, often share
their new homes with members of their
extended family that are without permanent shelter. During the recent hurricane, the homes built by CCC provided
shelter for many community residents who were still living in temporary shelters.
CCC will continue this homebuilding program in 2017 providing new hope to the
most desperately needy families in this rural community.

Sending Children to School
“Educate a child, elevate a nation.” This saying, taken from a billboard in Uganda, expresses the rationale behind the Conejo Compassion Scholarship Program. CCC is currently paying school fees for
a number of children in Uganda and in Haiti
who would not be able to attend school without our help. The Ugandan children attending
school with help from CCC include: David,
Catherine, Patience, and Elizabeth, in primary
school and Juliet in intermediate. In Haiti we
are sponsoring: Alain, Roody, Snaïder, Noslande, Kahlin, Frislaine, and Woodlove.

There are many children in both countries that need assistance
in order to attend school and CCC has established a prioritized waiting list of needy
children while seeking sponsors in the US to help them.

CCC Volunteers in Uganda

L. A. Episcopal
Diocese recognizes
the work of CCC
Bishop Jon Bruno recognized the work of
the Conejo Compassion Coalition and CEO
Robert Bland with a
Declaration of Appreciation. The declaration
reads in part:
“Whereas Robert
Bland is a founding
member and chief executive officer of the
interfaith Conejo Compassion Coalition,
which works directly
with victims of poverty
and disaster locally
and internationally,
raises funds to support
relief efforts, raises
community awareness
of poverty issues and
solutions, and has carried out its mission in
Southern California,
Texas, New Orleans,
Sri Lanka, Mexico, Malawi, Haiti and Uganda.
Resolved that the
Bishop and Diocesan
Community express
our continuing appreciation for his ministry
as chief executive officer of Conejo Compassion Coalition… and
wish him every blessing in Christ.”

A team of 9 Conejo Compassion Coalition volunteers traveled
to Uganda in August of 2016 to support medical and educational projects. The team included a physician who saw patients as well as provided training to the staff of the CCC medical center. This training included use of
the newly acquired ultra sound equipment.
During the trip, the Compassion Coalition
sponsored a two-day free medical clinic. In order to handle the volume of clients expected, the medical center staff
was augmented by staff from other clinics.
The full team consisted of: 4 doctors, 6
clinical officers, 5 laboratory technicians, 2 anesthesiologists, 3
comprehensive nurses, a midwife, two nurses, and 2 Village Health
team members.
The widely advertised clinic drew a large crowd from the
surrounding community and a total of 537 clients were
seen during the two-day event.
 531 Clients were screened for a variety of diseases.
 456 laboratory tests performed
 237 Clients were screened for HIV/AIDS
 7 Tested Positive
 109 Clients were screened using ultrasound, and
 18 surgeries were performed

In addition, the education
team worked with the kids
at two local schools. They
delivered letters from St
Patrick’s Day School to the
Ugandan students and returned with letters from
these students to the children of St Patrick’s. In addition CCC volunteers supervised the children in art projects that will be used to create note cards to be sold in
the US, with the profit going to benefit the schools in Uganda.

CCC Supports Marginalized Women in Pakistan
During a 2016 trip to Pakistan the Conejo Compassion Coalition became aware of the
severe challenges faced by women on the margins of Pakistani society. It was therefore impressive and rewarding to learn of the work of a local organization called
Talitha Kumi (which translated means
young woman arise) on behalf of disadvantaged and abused Pakistani women.
Talitha Kumi provides: legal aid, health
care, skills training and counseling to
women on the margins of society: victims
of abuse, school dropouts, prostitutes and
others in need of assistance. The compassion shown for these women by the
Talitha Kumi staff and the quality of the
services they provide, have been instrumental in turning around the lives of the
women they serve.
In 2016 CCC responded to an appeal from Talitha Kumi and is now helping to support
their work among the marginalized women of Pakistan.

