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Rainy DAy [FrEEborM Day 75 MHewo !

Last Friday, Ootober 16, thir-
teen Negro citizens of Benton
County went to the courthouse to
reglster to vote. Over twenty
more Nepgroes walted all day at
3iws Chapel, where they were
gtudying the constitution, but
they wore unable to go down to the
gotrtuouse because 1t took all day
to rezlater thirteen people.

Mr, Mathis, the county reglistrar
refused to0 reglister more than one
peracn at a time, even though he
was asked to do so. Those who
registerzd now have 30 days lIn
wvhich t2 hear whetnsr they passed
or falilzd, According to the new
civil richts lzw, ey also have
~he riz.., 1o recuiva zoples of
their weohs L2 thay request them
Tron tu=s reglorrar,

It 48 not expaected that many of
those who regletered will pass the
tesl, but even thig bkas a Dpurpoge.
For if ensugn fzil, thie federal
government can briag a sult
agalnst the resgletenr winlch would
force the sutomatic reglstration
of Negroes.

Voter registration drives in
Bentoin are being carried on during
rainy days when it 1s teoo wet to
pleck cotton. All interested peo-
ple meet in a church, study the
consitution, and than mo down to
the courthouse. s next time 1t
rainsg, all interesicd are lnvited
to meet at NEW SALEX church.
People can register to vote as
many tlmes ag possibler~until they
pass the test. i

for the Zecond distrlet, Wednesday
Qotober 28 for the Third districet,
and Thursdaz, October 29, for the

First Districet.

Tonlght an all-county meetlng
of the CGitizens Club 1ls being held
1n Hebron Chapel.

Helly /n Chicago

On Sunday, Cctober 25, 1964, a
rally to raise money for the Wayne
Yancey Community Center ln Benton
Sounty will be held in Chlcago,
Illinois. It is belng planned hy
the slisters and brothers of Wayne
Yaneey, and they sre belng helped
by former cliizesns cf Beunton Coun-
ty who now 1live in Chicago.

Tt is expected that 5,000 per-
song will attend the rally. Mr,
Henry Reaves who 1s deeding the
land for the Center hncs been in-
vited to gpeak. Othor aspeakers
will be Stokeley Carmlchael, 2nd
Distriet Director for COFO, and
Avive Futorian, COFC worker.

Testimony TaKen .

Testimony on unfalr treatment of
Benton County Negroes is now being
prepared for the Justice Department
in Washington, Anyone who feels
they have recelved unfalr treat-
ment from the FHA, REA, prilvate
loan companles, or the county
Welfare Department, should coniact
their district chalrmen of the
Citizens Club who wlll contact &
COFO worker to take testimony a=-
Lout this, )

District Meetings

Last Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday nights, district meetlngs
were held to discuss candldates
for the ASCS electlons. Because
of the rainy weather, the election
of sandidates for the ASC ballot
was put off to & later date. It
is likely that meetings for these
glections will be held on Tueaday,
Qetober 27 for the second dlstrict,

Stucdants Write Letters

Students from Park Forest, Illi-
nois have written letters to stu-~
dents in Benton County 1n order to
get to know them and dlscuss com=-
mon problems. The college prep
cless is making a tape recoreded
discussion to send ito the gtudents
in Park Forest, Illinols,
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Goraing the Freedon
/\'/’;C-' vepizat
by Mrs. Mattle Beard

One Tuesday in June I went to
the dentlst to have my tooth
riiled &nd I saw a érove of people
golng dovm the streei. Someone
sgxked me did I know who they were,
I s&id no, "Wac ars they?" They
said; "Those are the pecple who are
going Lo make the colored and
vl fe poople mix." My husband
zaid, *I am going down to their
oiflce.”

S0 he went and he signed up. He
came back and t0ld me that he had
ioined the fresdemr work. I told
2im T wanted to joln too. So I
veint cn for a week, and I went to
iie Tirsd neeting that was held
in Benton County.

The church was crowded that
vighb. Theres were six freedon
worsers on cne gide rad six on the
¢ot1ho glde. 284111 no one had
askad we <o sigw ), I wondered
if I red been left out.

I had oue deslire arnd my desire
was w0 get a s2eat bsride Pete
Cummirgs. L did, ana he asksd me
if I had signed up. I said no.

He cekad iT I wanted 4o slgn. I
gaid, "¥2s, I do wouh to sign. I
wlain I c¢ould signed Tour or five
nf thoge freedom roxistration
forms." He sald, "o, vnly one
inme is all wou can sien,  He
prked me, "What do you wont,Mra.
seardy 1 said, "FassDCH, man,
freegon! "

And I'"ve been in the freedom
movement ever since.

' ]
hews 7(ﬂc-m'r North :(L‘QHYLOD
by Rebecca P. Dorse
Ve of North Benton Ccuniy spent
Baturday ariterncon having fun at
the Mid-South Falr in Msmphis,
There were four families of us:
the Franklins, Washingtens, Wil-
liams, and Dorses. There were 24
children and 4 adulis.

FArRM [(FeporT:
by Robert Smith
Who may vote in the ASC electdons

Anyone of legal wvotlng ame who
has an initerest in & feom ag own-
er, tenant, or shareccropuper.

All farmers including tenants
and sharecroppers who shars in the
erop of a farm are suppossd to
vote in the ASC eslectiion o be
Held in December. In the sprins,
the A3C agents came around survey-
ing cotton. At that timc fhey
were suppcesed to take the aazmes
of all those eligible to voie.

But many names were noct taken.

How can we tell if we are
reglatered?

A letter will be sent to each
farmer botween COctober 28 and
November 3 telling them that nom-
Irnations are open to have candi-
dates' names plased on the bailot.
If you do not get thils letber by
Nowember 3, then you are not cn
the 1ist of eliglhle voters.

This means that you carrnot vote in
the ASC 2lecticn in Deuember,

Then once agaln, you sisnd to be
cheated out of your cotion allot-
ment .

If you do not receive that let-
ter, please contact me, Ecob Smith,
or Avive Futorian, or an officer
of the Cltizens Club, arnd let us
know.

Stand wp and Fﬁgﬁ?‘,f

by Gloosie Clardy

We Negro fellow men ousht to
Btand up and flszhit for cur rights.
What we Negroes ourht Lo do is
tell the white man we won't be
his alaves anymeore,

What we Negroes want to do on
the land we live on, ror instance,
if we want to builé another rcom
to the house, we are afrald to do
it because he might put us in
Jail or sue us,

Ancther thing we can do 18 to
¥esp (Goldwater out of the White
House.
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EN EGRO POE:TRY gECTI ON.

(Tnn following Hwo poems Were @ritten by Langston Hughes, a famous
Nemro poct now 1iving in New ¥ rk City}.

T5E NEGRO SPEAKS OF RIVERS
I%ve known rivers:

I%yve knnwn rivers ancient as the world and older than the flew of
Wiz brood in human velns.

My scul has grown deep like the rivers.

T bathed in the Euphrates when dawns were young.

I built my hut near the Congo and 1t lulled me to sleep.

T looked upon the Nile and ralsed the pyramids above 1t.

T heard >he singing of the Missisaippl when Abe Lincoln went down
tc Hew Orleans, and T'ye seen i1its mussy bosom turn all
goiden in the sunseti.

I've known rivers:
Anelent, duasky rivers.

£y goul has grown deep like the rives,
i * 3% * 3t

DREAM BOOGIE: VARIATION

Trinkling trebel,
Reolling bass,

High noon teeth

In 2 midnight face,
Great long fingers
On great blg hands,
Sexeaming pedals
Where his twelve-shoe lands,
Tooks like his eyes
Are teasing paln,

a Few minutes lage

g A For the Freedom Traln,
% % % %

And from our Benton County poets:

JOIN THE FREEDOM FIGHT
by Beulalh Mae Ayers
We sing that we want "freedom. "
We say we want our “freedom,”
But how will we get our freedom?
1f we don't stand on our own two feet?
I can't get 1t for you
Nor can you get 1t for me.
But don't lei others do it for you
And then say you are fres.
Now the ones that do their }Job
And stang up Tor thelr rights,
They are helping themeselves and others,
So jein the Freedom Fight!
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Necro HisTory &ecTion :

THE SLAVE POET-~PHYLLIS WHEATLEY

Willlam Brown often wondered whatever hecame of his slave Crispus.
No% eran a reward brought him back. "Ah, well," he probably mused to
hinzeid, "thsye are mauy more blacks where that one came from."

Ke wag not wrong, for in Africa there were millions living and un-
born wic were to kKiow the crack of the slave driver's whip and the
migseries of perpeiusl toll wlthout reward.

One of them was a 1little girl. You might think that she wag entlire-
1y different from Li%tile white and brown girls over here, but she was
not so dn.ivsrent afver all, She probably played ring around a rosy
and hide and scek. Mavhe she sklpped rope and piayed hep-~scotch.

fne day a Trightful thing happened. Somehow this 1ittle zirl had
rot awary Tron thsz ovher boys and girls when a very queer man rushed
4 40 har. She tried to pet away, but in her terror she fell. A
s rong and vowarful n.nd grasped her and held fast. BSirugszle as she
misht cthe cowld not goi away. What use to scream? Every cne else
wus far away, and tbnszs who might be nearby hid themselves for fear.

Sne was ecarried awav. Far away from the land of laughing children.
Snatcehed swey fiom ine freedom of the wide flelds and sunny neadows.
Some years iator sho d2ncribed thls terribdle event in these words:

I, yourg in 1ir=z, by seenlng cruel fate,

Was snateh'd rrom Africa’s fancied happy seat:
¥Wrat panss exovvilaiing must molest,

What sorrows labor in my parent's breastt
Sleeied was that soul, and by no misery moved,
That from a fotihwer gelzed the babe beloved.

When she had partiy recovered from her Tright she discovered her-
gelf in & ahipr. hoee vere nany other children and men and womnen oh
board. Evervbody vwus sad. Thelr heads hung low, and they seldon
spoke. O, Tor a biszwn of airi A drink of cool wateri A nother's
tender kilss or a loviug Tather's fond embrace!

At last land was slighted. It was the citiy of Boston, in the United
S8intes of America. Insy told the lititle girl to walk off the boat
onto the dock. EShe looxed about her, The confusicn and bustle
added to her fright. ©Thess nolsy wageng and carts! The yelling of
dock hands as they ooved zoods along the docks!

"What's to become of me?" she thought. A lady passing by spied her,
elad as she was In the slnsgle dirty carpet which eircled her walst.
"what a cute 1ittle girl," she sald to herselfl, as her glance met the
child's sad, wonderinz eyes, so big and so hungry for Africa. "I
should like to take her, but I want somsone who can do my housework,
and this child is too little and too fralil.”

The lady turnedé to look at ancther captive who was older and nmore
robust. "She would make an excellent helper in the house," the lady
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remarked. But the frightened, haunting look in the sad-eyed little
maiden of seven would not leave her. Her own nind was troubled at
the thought of going off wlthout her. Filnally she decidsed that she
would take her.

Thus it was that the little girl became the property of Mrs. Susan-
nah Wheatley of Boston, wife of a well-to-do tallor, whose nane was
John Wheatley.

They called her Phillis. Phillis became the 1little ward of Mary
Wheatley, who was tho seventeen~year-old daughter cf the Wheatleys.
Nathaniel was her twin brother. Mary came to love Phlllis as 1f she
wers hep own little sister. The same love was extended ftc Phlllis by
the other members of the household. Soon Phillis becane as cne cf the
fanlly, gqulite apart from all the other servants of the house. Bhe
was clad as one of the family, sat at table wlth then, and went about
with thenm visiting and being entertsined by their friends. ©She was
known as Phlllis Wheatley.

She liked to egit down snd watch Mary Wheatley, especlally when Mary
took the big quill pen and, dipping it into the Ink, proceeded to
write a letier to sone friend. "I wish I could do that," sighed
Phiilis.

One day, Mery found Philllis ocutside the house trylng tc wrlie on the
wall with a piece of charcoal., Mary innmediately set about teaching
Phillis how to read and wrlte. And how fast she d4id learn! In less
than a year and a half she eould read any porilon of the Bible., &y
the times shs was twelve years old she was writing letters to friende
near and far, and to persons of very high sitation.

One day when she was about thirteen she showed soumething to her
foster-sister Mary. '"How &o you like this?" she asked. To Mary's
amazement Phillis had composed a poem. Do you know," she said,
fsometimes in the wmiddle of the night T dream such lovely things to
write, but when morning comss they are all gone and I can never re-
call then again,”

"Well, " said the Whsatleys, "you shall have a table alongslde your
bed, and on it shall be paper and pen and ink, and a light. Whenever
you feel like writing you can do soc.”

Phillis made renarkableprogress. She wrote poem after poea, dedi-~
cating them to famous men and wonen, and winning the adniratlon of
nunbers of pecple who knew of her gift. By the time she was sseven-
teen she had mastered Latin so fully that she wrote verses 1n imlta-
+ion of the Latln authors. These added to her fame. ©BShe wrote a
poen to George Washington and sent it to him with a letter. Washinz-
ton was so pleased that he fanvited Phillis to come and vislt hin,

Phillis Wheatley wrolte all these lovely things between the ages of
thirteen and twenty years. Perhaps one of the most interssting is
this brief stanze in reference to herself and her race:

Remenber, Christians, Negroes black as Caln
May be refined and joln the angelle traln.

When Phillis was about twenty years of age her nistress proposed
that she accompany her foster-brother Nathaniel to England, Phillis
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had & glorious time in Bnzland. FPeopls from all over London sought
her out and entertained her. While she wag abroad her friends back
hone collected a nunber cof her poems and publighed them in a hook,

A8 a climax to her happy visit, her English friende arransed to
present her to King George IIT. But Just a2t that tlame sghe recelved
word that she must return to America at once as Mrs. Wheatley was
sericusly 111. She inmediately set szall and returned to Bogston.

¥rs, Waeatley d1¢ not live long after Phillls returned. The youth-
ful vpoetess was distressed at the loss of this king lady who hagd real-
1y been =z nother to her, Unfortunately this was not to be all of her
gorrow. Hoon safter thils Mr. Wheatley dled, Her beslaoved foster sister
had married and that left Phillls qulte alone. Life sesmed dark for
her, '

A glean of sunshine came in the form of a romance with a Negro

named Peters. 7This man was a respected grocer and reputed to be qulte
wealthy. The two were married. For some reason, however, the nar-
riage was an unhappy osne. Even the blessing of three children did not
help much, In her sorrow and dlsappolntment Philiis Wheatley Peters
withérew herselfl altozether from thefriends who once sought her out,
and lived alcone with her three children, supporting herself and the
little ones by working in a cheap boarding house.

The winter was a terrlbly severe one. The chlidren, suffering from
cold and hunger, took 111 and died cne after the other. TFhillls was
heari~-croken, In December of the same year (1785) she herself died
brokea and grief-giericken.

It i3 =23id that a relative of Susannah Wheatley was passing along
the streets of Bosion on the bleak December day of the funeral. She
noted the Tunerzl procedslion passing by.

"Who 1s dez2d?" she asked

"7t ig Mrs. Phillis Peters," came the reply. To her sorrow she
learned that dear Thillis Wheatley was being ftaken to her last restlng
place.

Phillis was only thirty-one years af age at the tlme of her death.
Perhaps, being a poet, 1t was Intended that she should pass away early.
* * % * #*
The following i4s one of the poems wrlitten by FPhillls Wheatley:
Should you, ny lord, whlle you peruse nmy song,
Wonder fron wience my love of Freedenm sprung,
Whence flow these wishes for the conmon good,
By feeling hearts alcne best understood,
I, young in life, by seeuwing cruel fate
Was snatch’d from Afric's faney'd happy esecat:
What pangs sxeruciating must molest,
What sorrows labour in ny parent's breast?
Stecl'd was that soul and by noe nisery moved
That from a father selz'd his babe belov'id:
Such, puch was ny case. And can I then but pray
Others nmay never feel tyrannlc sway?

* 3 * # 3 * i



DERTON COTITY FREEDOM TRAIHW

Oct, 20, 06L

7

Page

NMews  FRaa]
NuGERO IPREEDOM
by Laurs 3trong

Ever since Cecember 18, 1865,
when Amendment Thirteen was rati-
fied vy the Secretary of State, the
Negroes have been free, t least
the white veople of Miggiselprpl
want the Negroes to feel thabt we
are free, Frecdom means squality.
Thercfore, we Negroes are not free.

The white people of Mississippl
thinit, we as Negross, want frecdonm
in order to be able to marry some
cne of the white rece, What we
Nepross wont sre better joh opp-

7// /0 ;"‘7;’? ﬁ/

THE BeEGINHINGS CGF A FREEDOM 3CHOOL

f—i?t{‘) f/} .fﬁU/ 7;}/

Py Cherlcane Hill

1 have realizced as being a Nesro
that sometning hes boen kept from
ug in our public schools, and this
igs one disadvantage in the publie
high aschools. We as Negro students
don!t have an opportunity to lazrn
shout whet our fellow men as
HNegrocs have donsg for this country
and for themselves os Hegross, and
for freedom of other Seprocs. We
have gatobllished a freedom school
at Antioch Missiona: EBaptist
aChurchs I havo besen attending the

ortunitiss, righer wages, privilege.weekly meetings and the school.

to go into restaurants and ait
down and sat, rights to register
for vobting, bstter schools, and
above sll gome of our Negrass to
to leading citizmens of the United
3tates. BSome of us Negoroes are
actuslly afraid teo stand up and be
counted in the helping of the
Fresdon Temocratic Farbty. I want
to help in every woy I can for
mogro Preodem, and I will fight to
tiie end for whnt I feel is for us,
the Hegposs of the United 3tabes,

~Negro History.

Thotts how I found oub about the
Hegroes of thig country of long ago
and what part they played in thiae
country and other countricsa,.

ihis 1s why I think it iz so
important for all teanagers to
attend the Freedom School. It
snables them to lenrn much mors
about American History as well asg
2o pleasze think
aboul some of tho thingslI hove
said, for if everybody feels asg T
do about Negre Freedom, we will
fight for what we reclly deserve:
and that is "FREEIOM",

Creedom ovow !

Tippah County 1s presently having an all out cempaipgn for orpgan-

izing the
drive arc
aagsocinte

Mar:ill and Gloria Xifaras,
Strong and Charleans Hill,

Froedom Democratic FParty(FDP)., The two men leading the now
Amos Rogers, assistant county choirman, and Sam Les Rogers,
chalmen of Anticch communitye.
riglts workers who are in the counbty every day.
Two girls from Antiochr help them: Laura

There are also two civil
Fhey are Marioric

MEFRTTHGS: Anticch compunity meets regularly every Fridesy night ot 7:3@
ond Fresdom School meets on Wednesday nights ab 7:38, 411 arc wslcome,.
Riploy hod o meeting last weck at the Church of Christ under the

loodershin of county chairmen Rov,

Jomes and consent of Rov. Boearde

The next meeting will be on Monday Octas 2% at 5%, Paul's Church, 7:00.
We hope to have 100 peoople fror Ripley attend.

Ruckersvilile had 2 meeting alaso ond fifty-five attended,
Cet, 27 at Bethlehem Church, 7:30,.

mesting will be on Tussday
UK A I THE

The Freddom Vote is be

ing discussed
Mississippl and espeeially in Tippah Couniy.
people of Mississippi to vote in an elecction.

The next
. 2/ VoTE 2
FREERT '

neebings everywhere in
It i= chonee for 211
You do not have to be

o

2 registored vobor. You only have to be Z2l. Some of the people on the

hallot will be qualified Negroes,
HALLOT BOXE3: at .ntioech Qct,
Lt Church of Christ Wove 1.
the others will beo.

31, Nove 1,2.
Attend yeour meetings to find out where

People will vote in their comunit¥
A% StaPaults €ct, 31,



