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Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians and Gays NSW Inc.
(Incorporating Western Sydney)

September 2015 Newsletter - VOLUME 18 – ISSUE 8
PFLAG NSW Inc. (Incorporating Western Sydney) meets on the 4th Saturday of every month.
The next meeting will be:
Saturday 26th September at 2pm in the Conference Room, Wesley Lodge Motel. Wesley Lodge is situated at the
corner of Hawkesbury & Queens Roads, Westmead, opposite Westmead Hospital and within walking distance of the
railway station.
Car entry to the Wesley Lodge carpark is from Hawkesbury Rd via a boom gate.

For Information contact: Judy on (02) 9869 1454 Postal Address: PO Box 3751, Marsfield NSW 2122.
Email: jr_brown@bigpond.net.au

In This Issue:
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President’s Report

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” – Nelson Mandela.
It was with this thought in mind that a busload of parents, led by PFLAG’s National Spokesperson, Shelley Argent, set
off to Parliament House in Canberra to meet with our Federal Members of Parliament to relate their personal stories
and put a human face on the issue of Marriage Equality. We realise that not all members of the GLBTIQ community
want to embrace marriage, but, as parents, we feel that our gay children should have the same rights to recognition of
their relationships as their straight siblings. We also feel that once Marriage Equality is enacted, it will go a long way
towards lessening homophobic bullying and discrimination and help to prevent self-harm and suicide amongst the gay
community.
I would like to thank Shelley for proposing the trip and all the parents who joined us to try to make a difference and to
Natalie for the extra letters to pollies. I really think the exercise proved to be very worthwhile. As an example, the
local MP of some of our members commented that he was amazed by the amount of lobbying by those opposed to
Marriage Equality, but conceded that they were aggressive and argued the same old points, while PFLAG’s approach
was courteous and informative. He said our approach carried more weight. You can see my report later on. I got our
PFLAG submission in to the Senate Committee on Marriage Equality before deadline.
It was great to see that beyondblue has backed Marriage Equality as a weapon against discrimination. The board of
the mental health organisation has called for Australia to introduce Marriage Equality, saying the current ban
entrenches discrimination and makes many citizens of the country feel second class.
Our founder of PFLAG Western Sydney, Mollie Smith, has received some exciting news. Mollie has been selected as a
finalist in the 2015 ACON Honour Awards in the category of Health & Wellbeing. The Awards ceremony will be held
at “The Ivy” on Wednesday, September 30, from 6.30 – 11pm. The nomination is for over 20 years of providing
support for LGBTI people and their families as founder of the Western Sydney Chapter of PFLAG. Mollie has certainly
been responsible for improving our health & wellbeing by educating us on gay issues after our son “came out” to us,
as she would have done thousands of times over. We wish Mollie all the best, as she is most deserving of this award.
Wear It Purple Day is about showing sexuality and gender diverse young people that they are supported, celebrated
and respected exactly as they are. Thank you to Gillian, Jean-Pierre and Ron for taking part in the NSW Police event for
Wear It Purple Day at Hyde Park on August 28. See Gillian’s report later in newsletter. Thank you also to Gillian for
representing PFLAG once again at the Surry Hills Police Community Engagement Meeting @ Sydney Town Hall on
August 27.
Most of you would have heard about the premier, Mike Baird, instructing Education Minister, Adrian Piccoli, to ban
the acclaimed documentary “Gayby Baby” from being screened during school hours at Burwood Girls High and other
NSW state schools on Wear It Purple Day. This documentary, which was reviewed by Gillian in our June newsletter,
tells the story of 4 children growing up with same-sex parents. It was directed by Maya Newell, an ex-student of
Burwood Girls High, of whom the school must be very proud, who had also been brought up by 2 mums. The intended
message of showing the film was to grow students’ awareness of the importance of diversity in the school community.
PFLAG parents have been invited to Burwood Girls High on many occasions and each time they have been blown away
by the courtesy and attention shown to them and the acceptance of diversity by both staff & students. To PFLAG,
Burwood Girls was the model for the other “Proud Schools” to follow.
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Ray & I first heard about this issue on Wednesday, August 26, when Sue alerted us to a discussion with radio
announcer, Chris Smith and Daily Telegraph journalist, Piers Akerman on radio station 2GB. Sue was so upset by the
derogatory language used by these 2 people, that she immediately wrote a complaint to the radio station. I wasn’t
able to listen until a bit later on podcast and I can’t remember ever feeling so angry about such an injustice taking
place on our airwaves. The way that these two men were allowed to deride both the Principal of Burwood Girls and
the Education Minister, Adrian Piccoli and call for their sacking, was unforgiveable. It was all a beat-up and based on
lies. The argument used was that parents had complained about the screening. However, the Education Department
reported that not one parent from the school had complained.
I was very disappointed that the Premier, Mike Baird, having not seen the film, instructed for it to be banned due to
the ravings of a shock jock and a questionable press hack. No account was taken of the damage to the reputations of
both a respected high school principal and a respected Government Minister and the hurt that was done to young and
not so young gay people and their family members and friends. After seeing the emotionally charged film “Holding the
Man” yesterday and reliving the discriminatory attitudes to gay people in the 70’s and 80’s, in many ways, I feel not a
lot has changed.
I would like to thank the Principal of Burwood Girls, Mia Kumar, for taking the time to reply to my letter of support. I
was very sad when I read that after careful consideration, the school would no longer be screening the documentary,
so as not to detract from the intended message and that the school was concerned the adverse publicity may detract
from students’ achievements and the good work of the school.
On a positive note, Gillian reported that Riverside Girls had flown the rainbow flag and shown the film after school
hours with the support of the P & C.
Make sure that you put Sunday, September 27, in your diary, as it is the date for the annual Parramatta Pride Picnic
@ the River Foreshore Reserve, Parramatta. It promises to be bigger and better than ever this year, with much more
entertainment and food choices. PFLAG will have a stall at the picnic, so if you are available to assist, please call Judy
on 9869 1454. It is a family picnic, with plenty of activities for kids, such as face-painting and games, as well as for the
adults and for the 4-legged friends, there’s Doggywood. The reserve can be accessed from Elizabeth St. Parramatta.
Thank you to all who came along to our August meeting to support new parents and to Ruth for facilitating the
meeting for us. I hope to see many of you at our Family meeting on September 26, where we will have a guest speaker
from the Pinnacle Foundation, for, as Rudy always says: “When you don’t need PFLAG anymore, that’s when PFLAG
needs YOU to help others!”
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Late addition to President’s Report
Since Malcolm Turnbull took over as Prime Minister from Tony Abbott on Tuesday, September 15, we held a glimmer
of hope for the possibility of a free vote on Marriage Equality. We thought our hopes were dashed, when Mr. Turnbull
announced on Question Time on Tuesday that the plebiscite would remain. However, in response to a reporter’s
question on the possibility of a change, he replied: “Well, any policy can be changed, but it would have to be
considered by the Cabinet and then obviously, the party room.”
Senator Glenn Lazarus, chair of the Senate Legal & Constitutional Affairs References Committee, says the majority
report simply reflects the weight of evidence they heard and that quite clearly, people both for and against Marriage
Equality wanted the Parliament to decide the outcome. Senator Lazarus also added that the issue involves people &
people will be attacked through very nasty and very aggressive advertising campaigns if the plebiscite remained, so he
hopes the report will convince the Prime Minister to change his mind.
-

Judy

PFLAG members and Marriage Equality advocates Arthur
Garske (standing) and Geoff Thomas, with Senator Glenn
Lazarus. Photo taken at the café at Parliament House
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Parent’s Visit to Canberra
This is a photo of us PFLAG parents at Central Station on September 6, prior to setting off on our bus journey to
Canberra to lobby the politicians. There were quite a few family, friends, members of the public, photographers and
journos wishing us well and waving us off at Central.
It was a really great experience for us. There were probably
around 30 parents that travelled on the bus. From NSW, we
had Pam & Arthur, Ray & Judy, Maggie, Liz, Jill, Kay & Tracey
(Central
Coast) and Michelle (Newcastle). We had a film-maker and
journalist travelling with us & we picked up Rodney Croome
from Australian Marriage Equality at Sydney Airport on the
way. A number of others, such as Geoff & Sandra, Tony &
Bern (Bathurst), Ivan (AME and PFLAG ACT) & his parents,
Diane & Ian and Shane & John from the Sunshine Coast met
us in Canberra.
On the way down, we all told our stories and both Rodney & Shelley gave talks on the latest happenings with the
Marriage Equality issue and what would be going on when we got to Parliament House.
We arrived at Parliament House @ 9am on Monday. Unfortunately, Greens’ leader, Richard di Natale, who had
offered to meet us on arrival, was called away and was unable to greet us, but Shelley, Ivan & Rodney got us in OK.
We were based in the Queens Terrace café from 9am - 5pm and were taken from there to meet with our scheduled
politicians.
Although our two scheduled pollies, Penny Wong and Sarah Hanson Young had to cancel, due to pressing issues that
had come up, we still managed to meet with quite a few. Pam & Arthur joined us in the interview with Mark Dreyfus,
which was very positive. When we went along to the committee room Shelley had arranged for pollies to just drop in,
both Andrew Leigh & Senator Jan McLucas came in to affirm us and wish us well. We also met Cathy McGowan, the
Independent member for Indi, who defeated Sophie Mirabella. She came up to us in the corridor to give us her
support. Member for Newcastle, Sharon Claydon, popped into the café to meet with everyone as did Glenn Lazarus.
The Cross- Party Press Conference was held @ 3.30pm. Warren Entsch, Theresa Gambaro, Terri Butler, Laurie
Ferguson, Andrew Wilkie, Adam Bandt and Shelley spoke. All of us parents, who weren't having interviews, were
standing behind them to show our support. There were a number of journalists there who asked questions. When one
asked a question about Tony Abbott, Shelley asked if she could respond. She said: "This is not about Tony Abbott, this
is about all these parents, who have come to Canberra to advocate for Equal Rights for their gay children."
There were many politicians interviewed, with both positive and negative outcomes. A couple of the standout ones
for opposing reasons would have been Senator Doug Cameron, interviewed by Tony & Bern and Senator Bill
Heffernan, interviewed by Geoff & Sandra & Michelle. I would have loved to be a fly on the wall at that one.
Shelley got us all to make a short 1 minute video appealing to Mr. Abbott to enact Marriage Equality for our children.
She intends to post them on social media.
We left Parliament House around 5pm and chatted about our experiences on the way back. We all agreed that we
needed to keep writing and telling our stories to put a human face on the issue of Marriage Equality.
We thanked Shelley for all her organisation.

- Judy
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The Pinnacle Foundation Scholarships – Applications CLOSE 1ST OCTOBER
The Pinnacle Foundation was established and exists to provide support for young
LGBTIQ people who find themselves without the financial and mentoring support
to achieve their educational and career goals. Pinnacle aims to give young
LGBTIQs the chance to achieve their full potential.
With the support of individual and corporate sponsors, such as the
Commonwealth Bank, Pinnacle provides scholarships to 16-24 year old LGBTIQ* students who desire to undertake
full-time education at a public or private secondary school (final year) or public institution of higher education in
Australia. It will be for the purpose of gaining an educational or vocational qualification in any profession, trade or the
arts.
Scholarships will be granted for a period of one year and applications close 1st October.
The Pinnacle Foundation has two Scholarships available each year:


The Pinnacle Foundation Scholarship of $3000 for the first year of tertiary studies and $2000 for subsequent
years. For Year 12 students the scholarship amount is $2000; and



Sponsored and Named Scholarships $5,000 for first year of tertiary studies and $3000 for subsequent years.

Application guidelines, information and forms are available at: http://www.thepinnaclefoundation.org/
Please forward this information through your networks and to any young LGBTIQ person you know who may
benefit!

Wear It Purple Day 2015
It was a joyous occasion on 28th February last Friday (Wear it Purple Day) at
Hyde Park (near ‘our’ tree) with dozens of police in purple jackets, students in
purple and us 3 PFLAG reps. (Ron Green, JP and Gillian Maury.) The weather
was magnificent, and the daffodil stand (for Daffodil Day) that shared our
space was just gorgeous. We were interviewed and photographed by several
people, most of whom said they would send photos etc to us, but nothing has
arrived yet. Sydney University final year journalist students did quite a long
interview with the 3 of us. They had never heard of PFLAG. We met a new
Police chaplain who wanted to know more about PFLAG, so we told
him! Jackie Braw, Vicki and Brenna were all there. We chatted to Christine
Forster, who was behind us at the photo booth, which was set up to
photograph everyone, and which should by now be on the Police Facebook
page. All in all, I think we made our presence felt, and Ron handed out some of
our brochures.
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Writer Breaks Open Australia’s Literary Closet
Australian writer and journalist Michael Burge has just published his first collection of short fiction
- Closet His, Closet Hers - ten stories in which same-sex attracted peoplesʼ struggles and choices are laid bare within
an array of contexts, including modern Australian families.
Michael, previously editor of Blue Mountains Life, interviewed PFLAG members Tony and Bern 4 years ago, and the
subject of marriage equality was mentioned then!
“When I began writing fiction in 2009, I did not set out to create one of the few complete Australian LGBTI fiction
collections,” Michael said, “but I think that has inadvertently happened. There are so few gay titles out there in
mainstream bookstores, and even fewer LGBTI characters in Australian fiction”.
“Some of our great LGBTI writers, such as Patrick White and Sumner Locke Elliott, created gay characters, but very
rarely, yet Australia has long had a thriving LGBTI culture that has gone largely undocumented and unexplored.
“In my stories, I have tackled various reasons why Australia is having difficulty coming to terms with same-sex
equality. I have looked deeper than overt homophobia and explored the issues from the perspectives of people who
are not necessarily gay, but encounter gay people in their family, or struggle with their own sexuality.”
Michael also documented his own battle against homophobia after the death of his partner in a
long-form piece of journalism - Questionable Deeds - also published in September.
All the details are available on Michael’s website - including extracts, videos, images and purchase details.
http://burgewords.com/bookshop/

New Tasmanian PFLAG Group
Following several informal "coffee" chats Tasmania
now has a starting committee. Our initial start for
September has been changed to October to take
advantage of several community events including Lift
the Lid forum, a Healthy Communities initiative of the
Tasmanian Government, to be held in Cygnet on 7th
October. On Sunday 6th Sept. Cygnet Community
Supporters came together to support Marriage
Equality- a photo is attached (note the rainbow
through the picture). About 60 people in total. Has
been the impetus for future events.
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Conference: Australia Forum on Sexuality, Education & Health
Equity and Justice – in Gender, Sexuality,
Education and Health
22-23 November 2015, Western Sydney University (Parramatta Campus)
Keynote speakers include:



Simon Blake (Chief Executive Officer of the UK National Union of Students and formerly Chief Executive
Officer of Brook – the health charity for children and the National Children’s Bureau’s Sex Education Forum)
Julie Bates (Director of Urban Realists, lobbyist, 'out' sex worker, harm reduction advocate and sex worker
rights activist for more than a quarter of a century)

Conference themes include:







Genders and sexualities in health and education: working together for equity and justice
Digital cultures and youth – rights, ethics and responsibilities
Intersectionality, sexualities and gender
Communities, parents and sexual health – whose rights?
Youth-led initiatives – local and international perspectives
Popular pedagogies and informal education

Conference Registration:
To register, go to https://ipay.uws.edu.au/pgrp_show.asp
Scroll down to School of Education and click on the box next to Australia Forum on Sexuality, Education and Health
(AFSEH) National Conference. Scroll to the bottom of the page and then click on Submit. You will then be taken to
another page where you can enter your details and pay for the registration.
The cost to attend is $90, which includes meals and light refreshments
Any enquiries to Jawed Gebrael at J.Gebrael@westernsydney.edu.au
The 1st AFSEH Conference is supported by:
The Centre for Educational Research and the Sexualities & Genders Research Network at Western Sydney
University; The Arts and Social Sciences Practical Justice Initiative and the Centre for Social Research in Health at
UNSW Australia; and The Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health and Society (ARCSHS) at La Trobe University
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Upcoming Events
Parramatta Pride Picnic, 27th September

Polly’s Euro Trash, 10th October
Saturday 10th October, Marrickville Town Hall
Entry $25 / Concession $20. Doors open 7pm.
Email: bookings@thepollysclub.com.au OR Call Peter on 0481 276 390
Prizes for Best Dressed!
www.thepollysclub.com.au

Stella Does Bingo, 30th October
MCC Good Shepherd Western Sydney invites you to our fund-raiser “Stella Does Bingo”
Friday October 30th 2015 @ 7pm
37 East Street Granville.
Bookings: Phone Pastor Robert on 0412 481 195 or email:lingling@ozemail.com.au by 28th October.
Tables of 8 or individual - nibbles on table but remember BYO drinks.
Tea and coffee available.
Cost: Bingo Books $10 or $20
Great prizes. Raffle with a super first prize!
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Regular Announcements
P FL AG Appar el
We now have for sale: PFLAG T- shirts @ $25 each and white PFLAG caps @ $10 each. We also have rainbow
umbrellas and kites @ $15 each or 2 for $25 and rainbow lanyards and PFLAG badges @ $3 each or 2 for $5.
Contact Judy on 9869 1454 or see us at the meetings.

C ivil Marriage Celebrant
Rev Robert Clark from Metropolitan Community Church of the Good Shepherd, Granville,
Marriage Celebrant. You can check out his website: www.weddingswithflair.net

is

a

Civil

Renewal Notice Reminder
Please do not forget to renew your membership for 14/15! Thanks to all the members who have renewed
already. If you joined after 30 June 2014, you are deemed to be financial until end of 2015.
Email Addresses
If you are on email, please help us reduce our costs by sending us an email with your details (which will
remain confidential) and all future information will be emailed to you.

Diary Dates
Upcoming family meetings:





September 26th
October 24th
November 28th (including AGM & Christmas Party)
December: TBA
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Contacts:
PFLAG Penrith: Carol 02 47354680
PFLAG Northside: Maree. 02 8959 2830
PFLAG Blue Mountains: Ruth & Ron Green 02 4757 4864
PFLAG Central Coast: Helen 0431 863 799 pflag.nsw.centralcoast@gmail.com
PFLAG Northwest: Val Harris 02 6769 7552 or Fay Heywood 02 6785 7325
PFLAG Wagga Wagga: Cheryl Harvey 0439 488 202 cheryl28june@gmail.com
PFLAG Bathurst: Tony and Bernadette Sutton 02 6331 7267 nottus2@bigpond.com
PFLAG Albury Wodonga: Sarah 0419 019 254 pflagalburywodonga@gmail.com
PFLAG Great Lakes/Manning: Greg & Lauranne Byrne 0427 918 568
gregbyrne3@bigpond.com
PFLAG Coffs Harbour: Leanne: pflagcoffs@gmail.com
PFLAG Newcastle/Hunter: Michelle Lancey pflag.hunter@gmail.com
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