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President’s Report
“For all of us, we see and perceive things through the prism of our own circumstances. At times, this
may be considered a flaw - even selfish – but it is just the reality of our very human qualities. Fortynine people were killed in Florida because they were gay or happened to be at a gay nightclub. I saw
people mown down because they were just like me…At a place where they could be themselves and
feel safe. They just happened to be gay. And they died for this.” – Trent Zimmerman, Member for
North Sydney, SMH, June 15. Trent continues: “We saw people targeted because of their sexuality. It
was a crime born from homophobia…No fig-leaf of cultural or religious difference should permit us
to accept the promotion of hatred based on sexuality.”
The terrorist attack that killed 49 and wounded 53 in Orlando, Florida was the largest mass killing of
gay people in American history. Prior to last Sunday, that distinction was held by a largely forgotten
arson attack on a New Orleans bar in 1973 that killed 32 people. According to the NY Times, at a time
of destructive anti-gay stigma, churches refused to bury the victims’ remains; the deaths were mostly
ignored and sometimes mocked by politicians and the media. No one was ever charged. Congregants
from the Metropolitan Community Church were meeting there after services and the Rev Bill Larsen
was among the dead. He was one of those who died without ever “coming out” to their families. His
mother refused to collect his ashes, as she was too embarrassed that she had a gay son. There were 3
who were never identified. Public figures were unsupportive. The mayor did not cancel his vacation.
However, 40 years on, the current mayor, a son of his, declared a day of public mourning for the fire’s
victims on its anniversary. For Mike Moreau, 72, who lost friends in the 1973 attack, the outpouring of
support for the victims in Orlando has been an “uplifting” sign of progress. “In Orlando, those poor
people know at least that the whole world is behind them. Nobody cared about us” he said. It is
beyond imagining how the parents, partners, family members and friends of the Orlando victims must
be feeling after this enormous tragedy. It is possible that many family members and friends may not
have previously known they were gay. How difficult it must be also for the survivors! Our hearts go out
to all of them.
The NY Times editorial of June 15 states that despite the messages of condolence and outrage from
world leaders and the heartening displays of solidarity, as rainbow colours lighted up the Eiffel Tower
and Sydney’s Harbour Bridge, the fact is gay rights remain elusive in much of the world. In at least 74
countries, being gay is a crime. In at least 10 countries, gay sex is a crime punishable by death. David
Pressman, Deputy US Ambassador to the UN, pressed member nations on Monday to unite to protect
the universal dignity of all persons, regardless of who they love. It was a promising sign that Russia,
China, India, the African Group, the Islamic Group and the Friends of the Family Group at the UN did
not object on Tuesday, when the Security Council issued a statement condemning the Orlando attack
and specifically said victims were targeted “as a result of their sexual orientation”. The editorial goes
on to say: “The UN now needs to extend all human rights protections to cover sexual orientation and
gender identity”.
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Vigils for the Orlando victims were held in Taylor Square and Newtown on Monday and the Sydney
Town Hall was lit up in pink. I was heartened to receive a phone call from a young man from
Cherrybrook Technology High School on Monday evening wanting to know if we had a rainbow flag
that they could raise on their school’s flagpole the next day to honour the victims and I assume to
show support for the LGBTI members of the school body. Unfortunately, I had to tell him we didn’t
own one. Perhaps it’s time we purchased one.

A big thank you to Ruth and Ron, who
represented PFLAG at the vigil held in
Katoomba on Tuesday night. This report
was received from Ron: “Ruth and I
attended a very moving service in
Katoomba for the Orlando victims. Ruth
was asked to speak on behalf of PFLAG.
With no preparation, she gave a very
moving and emotional speech, where
you could have heard a pin drop. By the
time she finished, I don’t think there
was a dry eye in the service. It was a
moment where I was proud to be a
PFLAG representative.” – Ron.

The Star Observer reports that Australian LGBTI leaders and politicians are urging the Prime Minister to
cancel the Marriage Equality plebiscite, following the targeted shooting in Orlando. People are calling
on the PM for fears it will lead to violence and discrimination against the LGBTI people here. Leader of
the Australian Equality Party, Jason Tuazon-McCheyne, has called for an urgent meeting with a
delegation of LGBTI people to discuss their safety and concerns and has launched a change.org petition
asking the PM to stand up for the LGBTI community. He is even more worried about his son and other
children in LGBTI parented families, who will be exposed to an environment that may cause massive
harm. The NSW sexual health organisation, ACON, is offering counselling services for people
experiencing difficulties following the shootings. ACON’s CEO, Nicolas Parkhill, says: “The potential
impact of airing hateful and negative commentary in a legitimised forum, such as a public plebiscite,
will have serious and detrimental effects on the collective health and safety of our community.
Tragedies like this should spark reflection and action, wherever homophobia is experienced. It is in this
context that ACON would hope that the coalition would reconsider their support for the proposed
plebiscite.” The Gay and Lesbian Rights Lobby is also calling for Marriage Equality legislation to pass
through parliament by a free vote.
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The recent tragedy and the negative comments re Marriage Equality highlight the enormous ignorance
that still exists in the community surrounding the issue of homosexuality. Our former PFLAG president,
Rudy, always maintained that “education” was the key to addressing this ignorance. That’s why we are
very passionate about programs like Safe Schools, the Gayby Baby toolkit and the Year 11 Crossroads
program, in which PFLAG has been involved over many years. I would like to thank Carol and Geoff,
who again took part in the Crossroads talks to Colo High School’s Year 11 students on May 26. Carol
reported: “The talks went well. We ended up having four groups of students and Geoff had a young
male student come up and talk to him at the end of the first group session. There were only about 3
questions asked by the students. Teacher, Alex, and her Aunt Jenny, also on staff, told their family
story again too. Geoff and I stayed to have lunch with the other groups and staff.” Co-ordinator of
the Colo High Crossroads program, Ruth Buchanan, has been inviting PFLAG along to these talks for
close on 10 years, I think. I would like to thank her & Colo High for including PFLAG in their program
and for their very generous donation to PFLAG’s work. Also on the subject of education, I was pleased
to have been invited to do an interview on behalf of PFLAG with Isabella from Macquarie University
last Monday week. We have also received an invitation from Dell Computers @ Frenchs Forest to
speak at their Pride Launch on Wednesday, July 20. Maree Lau has kindly agreed to represent us, as
she lives close by. It is wonderful that we are getting invitations from the big corporations, promoting
LGBTI-friendly workplaces.
ACON had written to us in May, enclosing flyers advertising their Free LGBTI Anxiety Disorder Support
Group in Surry Hills. The Anxiety Support Group is held monthly at ACON, 414 Elizabeth St. Surry Hills
on the 1st Saturday of each month at 12.30pm. It is free of charge and open to those in the LGBTI
community living with an anxiety disorder as well as friends and family. The groups are for people 18
years+. One of our members who attended this support group has reported that it was worth going to
and they would recommend it to people who were either coming out/have come out, who have preexisting anxiety conditions and whose anxiety has been magnified by identifying as LGBTIQ. I think it is
wonderful that ACON is offering this service, as there is obviously a great need for it. They do a great
job.
We have also been asked to draw your attention to the following service: QLife is Australia’s national
telephone and web counselling service for LGBTI people. In this time of intensive social change and
world events, we know that the impact of discrimination, phobia and violence are being felt by many
people in our communities. As a peer-to-peer service, QLife is uniquely placed to provide expert
support. Phone & chat on 1800 184 527 (3pm – 12pm everyday). QLIFE.ORG.AU.

4

Thanks to Gillian & Jean-Pierre for
informing us of a terrific seminar
they attended on Wednesday night,
June 15, at the Jewish Museum.
Cate McGregor and Stan Grant were
2 of 6 outstanding speakers
discussing prejudice, bigotry, racism
and discrimination.

Thank you to all who came along to our May meeting to offer support to the new people and thank
you to Ruth, who facilitated the meeting so well. I hope to see many of you at our Family Meeting on
June 25, for, as Rudy always said: “When you don’t need PFLAG anymore, that’s when PFLAG needs
YOU to help others.” - Judy

Stigmatisation, Spirituality and Wellbeing: Survey Participants invited
We are conducting an online survey and would really appreciate your help and input.
To participate in the study you need to identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and/or intersex
and be over the age of 18 years.
All participants remain anonymous and the survey will only take around 20 minutes to complete.
We believe this is valuable research and would love it if you could invite anyone you know who may be
interested in taking part too.
This study has the approval of the Human Ethics Department of the University of New England.
Please follow the link, take a look and consider helping us out
http://unebcss.co1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_b7qtlm0yVeersih
Thanks,
Dr Susan Watt and Susan Hayman.
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ShoutOut – Twenty10 Program for Teens
Twenty10 incorporating GLCS NSW is launching a new and improved social support group, Shout Out
on Saturdays for LGBTIQA+ young people aged 12 -18, on Saturdays from 1-4pm. It is a wonderful
opportunity for young people to creatively explore ideas and identities in a safe and supervised space,
gaining communication skills, confidence and peer support.
Young people can engage in tailored, age-appropriate
workshops, discussions, and games and activities.

activities

including

creative

The groups are facilitated by our Groups and Projects worker Bobby and occasional guest facilitators
and are supported by a team of highly skilled volunteers who go through our robust recruitment and
training program.
Examples of some of the content covered are: Queer History Walking Tour, celebrating IDAHOBIT, cake
decorating, zine making, understanding feminism discussion, visits to the Biennale, Gender discussion,
inviting in, Pen pals... just to name a few!
Young gender questioning, gender diverse and non-binary people, as well as same sex attracted people
from ages 12 to 18 can come without any formal referrals; they can simply show up on the day and
join in!
For any queries email bobby@twenty10.org.au or call 8594 9555.

Twenty 10: Our Young People Need Your Support
Meet Aiden. Your tax-deductible donation to Twenty10 incorporating GLCS NSW can make a difference
in the lives of people like them.
Like many of our young people, Aiden's gender and sexuality are complex. While they are comfortable
with this, they still have to navigate a world that is full of rigid gender roles and heterosexual
expectations. Due to bullying at school, Aiden left in Year 10, and they have had a hard time getting
and keeping work.
Here at Twenty10, we work in partnership with young people to help them develop in their own
unique way. For Aiden, that meant encouraging them to explore their love of building things. Now
they're at university studying engineering, and excelling!
Some of the services we provide include: social support, case management and housing support.
Please consider a donation before June end.
http://twenty10.org.au/about-twenty10/support-us
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Australian Marriage Equality Events
Fundraising Harbour Cruise, Sydney, May 26th
Gillian and Jean-Pierre Maury
attended the fabulous AME
fundraiser aboard the Starship on
May 26th. A wonderful evening
was enjoyed by all, with all funds
supporting the work of Australian
Marriage Equality.

From left to right: Jean-Pierre Maury, Veronique Maury, Anthony Venn-Brown, Gillian Maury, Tiernan Brady, Giovanni
Campolo-Archidiaco.

Marriage Equality Forum, Pitt St Uniting, June 11th
Australian Marriage Equality held a forum at Pitt Street Uniting Church, Saturday 11th June on the topic of ‘Lessons
Learned from the US and Ireland’. The well-informed panel included Evan Wolfson (Freedom to Marry, US), Tiernan
Brady (campaigner for the successful Irish YES Equality campaign), Alex Greenwich, Independent MP for Sydney and
Shirleene Robinson, AME.
The forum considered the discussion and debate that took place in the US leading up to the final achievement of
equality after 40+ years of campaigning, and the defeat of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA). Evan emphasized the
need to remain focused on the core goal, and not become distracted by ‘chasing after every falsehood being thrown
out’. He stressed the need to engage local MPs, and faith leaders, talking about the shared values of same-sex and
straight couples alike.
Tiernan emphasized the tone of the debate. ‘We all have to wake up in the same country the next day’. Considering
that a plebiscite is likely, the panel discussed that the same conversation needs to happen whether a plebiscite
happens or not, and that changing culture is the goal. ‘We have to do the same work regardless of the process’ and
convince the same people.
PFLAG was represented by Geoff Thomas and Natalie Cooper as attendees.
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LGBTI Training
LGBTI Human Rights and the Law
This training is for community sector workers, health workers and practitioners, teachers and principals,
domestic violence support workers, and government agency workers who support, assist and provide
services to LGBTIQ people
Date: Friday 24 June 2016
Location: Katoomba Neighbourhood Centre, 6-10 Station Street, Katoomba
Time: 12.30pm – 4:00pm, lunch provided from 12:30pm to 1pm
Cost: Free
Limited places, bookings essential, email: bookings@eeclc.org.au

Encounter the LGBTI Community
September 5th -6th, Glebe Justice Centre, Sydney

Matt Glover (MGA Counselling) is bringing his well-regarded training
course to Sydney. The Encounter Series is essential for those working with
LGBTI clients, employing LGBTI people or simply those wanting to gain a better
understanding of the journey of a person they care for.
As well as interactive learning, on each day guest speakers from the
LGBTI community will share their unique stories and take part in a Q&A
session to show first-hand what it is like to grow up discovering you are part of
a misunderstood and often maligned minority group. Speakers are drawn from all areas of the LGBTI
community and have been chosen because of their openness, honesty and compassionate approach in
sharing their joys, their hurts, and the journey ahead.
To maximize the space for learning and discussion, places are limited at each course and fill quickly.
Register now to secure your place or call 1300 38 50 20
http://www.encounterlgbti.com.au/
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