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Building character among High School students for over 100 years.
Saint Bede Academy has been providing quality Catholic education in North Central Illinois for over 126
years. While we pride ourselves in our rich history and tradition, we understand the ever-changing needs
of students today. Our goal is to provide students with an education that will not only develop their
minds, but also strengthen their character preparing them for life’s challenges.

98% of our students attend post-secondary schooling. Our ACT scores rank #1 in the surrounding area and
many of our Top Ten students graduate with a GPA above a 4.0. 97% of Saint Bede students participate in
extracurricular activities. Our objective is to get and keep students involved. The more they do, the more
they learn. Every experience is a life lesson. The academic environment at Saint Bede encourages
students to excel, both in and out of the classroom. We are committed to having graduates leave the
Academy ready both spiritually and academically, for life in the real world.
Mission Statement
Saint Bede Academy is a Catholic high school in the Benedictine tradition which endeavors to prepare
students for college and for life by welcoming them into a community of learning permeated by Christian
values.
Statement of Core Values
Saint Bede Academy professes the following core values: faith, character, academic excellence, community,
stewardship, and justice. We endeavor to practice and to teach them in these ways:
By deepening and communicating our understanding of the Catholic faith;
By providing for our students a model of moral and religious character;
By pursuing excellence in all our academic efforts;
By exemplifying a community in service to others;
By practicing responsible stewardship of all God’s gifts to us;
By treating all people with respect and justice.
We believe that, by consistently living according to these values, we will inspire our students to the lifelong
practice of a Christian way of life.

When you enter the main doors at St. Bede Academy you will
see a floor mosaic with one word “welcome.” For over 126
years we have been welcoming young men and women from
around the world to St. Bede. They have found a welcoming
community that prepares them for future schooling and for life
as a responsible global citizen. They have grown to appreciate
the Catholic Faith and live many of its values. I hope to welcome
you to the St. Bede Academy community.
Abbot Philip Davey, O.S.B.
Vice President of Mission Advancement
Benedictine Monk, School Board Member
frphilip@st-bede.com

St. Bede Academy offers a unique, high-quality boarding program located in a safe, secure and picturesque rural setting. The
small community offers an excellent environment to focus on
learning while the proximity to Chicago provides easy access to
the culture of a world-class city. St. Bede nurtures students in a
healthy, well-supervised, residential program that includes daily
social, recreational and academic opportunities to interact in a
multi-cultural American high school.
Dr. Ted Struck
Superintendent
struck@st-bede.com

St. Bede Academy offers a rigorous college preparatory curriculum in the Benedictine Tradition. St. Bede Academy is a place
where students grow spiritually and academically.
The Academy curriculum offers 3 tiers or levels of instruction all
designed to appropriately challenge the learner. The curriculum
includes 7 Advanced Placement courses and 6 courses offered
for college credit.
Mrs. Michelle Mershon
Principal
mamershon@st-bede.com

NOTABLE SAINT BEDE ALUMNI

Dr. Lyle Micheli, Class of 1958,
Clinical Professor of Orthopedic Surgery,
Harvard Medical School

Dr. Michael Stuart, Class of 1975,
Director Sports Medicine, Mayo Clinic Physician, USA
Men’s Olympic Team Chief Medical Officer, USA Hockey

Angelo Perino, Class of 1980,
Vice President, IBM North America Enterprise

Atty. Jennifer Narog Sucher, Class of 1981,
Executive Counsel GE Corporation

John Levisay, Class of 1985,
Founder and CO Craftsy

Kathleen McCullough, Class of 1999,
Producer MSNBC

J A Happ, Class of 2001,
MLB Pitcher Toronto Blue Jays

Ross Kenseth, Class of 2011,
Professional NASCAR Driver

Student Population

The student population is 300 students, typically 50% girls and 50% boys, and 10% of our
student population are boarding students. The average class size is 19 and our student-faculty
ratio is 15:1. The freshman class represents 25 different junior high schools, including home schooled
8th graders.

Our college acceptance rate is 100%.

Pictured: Class of 2016 proudly wearing the shirt from the university they will attend.

100% placement
For those advancing

To College/University

60%

of Students have
earned college credits
by high school graduation

Testimonials
“St. Bede Academy provides the student body a whole person education to become
academically competitive while maintaining good virtues in a caring and safe environment.
Be a boarder, be a Bruin!” “Harry” Zilin Wang- St. Bede Academy Class of 2016, Boston
University, Class of 2020
“Saint Bede to me is an opportunity to have a personal relationship with my teachers and
classmates. Extra-curricular activities are unique to Saint Bede because of the legacy and
tradition known to students and alumni." Xavier Braboy, St. Bede Academy Class of 2017
“Saint Bede has always been supportive and rich in resources for students by offering a wide
variety of courses and holding academic activities and sports. Saint Bede not only prepares
students for any area of study in colleges and universities, but also has a very loving, caring
and positive learning and living environment. And that is why I love Saint Bede.” Keira, Jia
Zhuang, St. Bede Academy Class of 2014, University of Wisconsin, Electrical Engineering major,
Class of 2017
“One of the most important reasons that led me to choose St. Bede Academy over other
high schools is that SBA is a very safe place for my daughter to live and study…it is a safe
place not only because of the location but also because I know that the people in the SBA
community care about and take care of each other. …teachers and faculty take care of
every student…Academically, SBA provides integrated English language training and a solid
foundation in English learning.” Ling Wang, Mother of Jia Zhuang, Shanghai, China
“St. Bede Academy has been the perfect balance of education, religion, and family for me
these past four years. Not only has St. Bede prepared me for my future in college, but it has
also prepared me for the real world. “ Chase Ludford, St. Bede Academy Class of 2017

“For international students, Saint Bede has a very special boarding house program. Different
from a normal boarding community, living with a guardian family makes the house feel more
like home and it is an incredible opportunity to experience different culture. The homestay
option lets international students live with families of local students at Saint Bede. It is a
great chance to get to know the American Family, to practice and improve English speaking
skills and most importantly, establish life-long friendship with the family. My homestay is
one of the best and most unforgettable experiences in my life.” Keira, Jia Zhuang, St. Bede
Academy Class of 2014, University of Wisconsin, Electrical Engineering major, Class of 2017
“Saint Bede was the best thing that could have happened for my son, Dennis. I was attracted
to the size, structure and discipline, and the individual attention given to each student…It
is located in a very beautiful rural area surrounded by woods and fields but not too far from
big cities either. Dennis spent two years living on campus in the dorm among a group of
international students which helped him learn how to communicate with other people and
appreciate their diversity. The faculty and administration took very good care of my son,
showed patience and genuine desire to help him realize his potential.” Tatiana Mikhailova,
mother of Dennis Andreev
"SBA has taught and guided my son not only with rules and education, but it has also
planted in him a sense of independence and humility that I believe are invaluable for
life. SBA has helped him the most on becoming a successful international student in an
American University. The location of SBA, its proximity to the nature as well as its accessibility
to Chicago, has helped my son develop his love for physical activities and awareness of
the bigger opportunities that lie ahead of him." Sam Hwang, Father of Min Hwang, St. Bede
Academy Class of 2014

Elite
Transition
Academy

International Pre-High School Program

The Saint Bede Elite Transition Academy program provides international students who

have completed 7th or 8th grade with a head start in applying for and succeeding in leading
American high schools.
Students graduating from the program will significantly improve their English language skills
as well as their understanding of American history, social studies and cultural integration.
Students will be taught the skills necessary to be successful while reaching their full potential
in a high quality American high school. Students who successfully complete the program
requirements will receive an 8th grade diploma.

Elite Transition Academy Curriculum

All instruction supervised by English as a Second Language teacher (ESL)
English language instruction will be immersed into subject areas that international
students find most difficult to master.
		
Example: Social Studies, English, Reading and American History
A Portion of the school day will be spent interacting with American 7th and 8th grade
school students both socially during lunch and academically during instruction

Admission Requirements

Familiarity with English Language, or 3.0 iTEP SLATE
Completed 7th or 8th grade
Skype interview
Good attitude
No serious behavioral issues
Committed to pursuing a United States high school education

Elite Transition Academy Tuition

Flat Fee for each student per year includes:
Tuition
Room and Board
24-hour Adult Supervision
Books
Uniforms
Local Transportation and Airport Transportation
Health Insurance
Membership in a health and recreation club

Elite Transition Academy Graduation

Those students who meet or exceed ETA graduation standards will be guaranteed
placement in a quality partner American private high school
Saint Bede Academy will have 10-15 openings per school year
Some students may choose to apply at non-partner American high schools.

For More Information Contact: Dr. Struck at struck@st-bede.com

Sample Daily Schedule
8:30 - 9:30
9:45 - 11:00
11:40 - 12:00
12:00 - 12:30
12:40 - 1:30
1:35 - 2:15
2:20 - 3:00
3:10 - 3:30
3:45 - 4:45
5:00 - 6:30
6:30 - 7:15
7:30 - 9:00
9:00 - 10:30

Rise, Shower, Brisk Walk to Breakfast
English as a Second Language
Travel to Peru Catholic School for integrated classes
Lunch with Peru Catholic School students
Integrated Class/Math
Integrated Class/Social Studies
Integrated Class/Physical Education
Travel back home to Saint Bede Academy
English as a Second Language
Supervised Study Hall
Dinner
Enrichment
Structured Free Time

ETA provides learning

and fun to create a high-quality
learning environment.

Quality Facilities

Saint
Bede
Academy

Senior “College Day”

Overview of Academic Program

We are dedicated to developing well-rounded, well-prepared citizens who leave Saint Bede Academy not
only ready to pursue post-secondary studies but with a lifelong commitment to learning. Our graduation
requirements ensure that students will have a firm grounding in liberal arts education and Catholic teaching,
will have passed the core English, mathematics, and science courses critical to success at the postsecondary
level and will have completed studies in a variety of other areas including foreign languages and the arts.
Through our tri-level academic program, all students are continually challenged to extend their skills
and perform to the peak of their abilities. Peer-tutoring, guidance, counseling, and other professional
services support students in their efforts. Our Guidance Director will lead each student through college
visits, entrance exam preparation and the application process ultimately helping you decide which
college/university is best for you. We recognize that the involvement of parents and guardians is crucial
to student success, and we attempt to strengthen the bond between home and school through frequent
formal reports, on-line access to grades and personal contact. A Saint Bede graduate is a confident,
accomplished young adult ready to meet the challenges outside the walls of the Academy.

2015-2016 Academic Highlights

Our top two students in the class of 2016 were members of the News-Tribune All Academic Team:
Valedictorian, Ben Lucas of Putnam County (Villanova) and Jacob Peruba of Peru (University of Illinois).
12 of 15 varsity sports teams earned recognition from IHSA with the Team Academic Achievement Award.
Girls’ Volleyball (3.27); Girls’ Golf (3.23); Boys’ Cross Country (3.12); Girls’ Cross Country (3.64); Girls’ Tennis
(3.09); Girls’ Basketball (3.33); Boys’ Basketball (3.20); Boys’ Tennis (3.15); Girls’ Softball (3.25); Boys’ Track (3.19);
Girls’ Track (3.19); and Boys’ Baseball (3.08).
The launch of our 1:1 initiative saw a Chromebook placed in the hand of every student who entered
the Academy door in the fall. Thanks to the generosity shown at the 2015 Annual Auction, all of the
Chromebooks were given at no-cost to our students.
In 3 of the last 4 years, our Scholastic Bowl team has won the IHSA Regional Championship.

Highlights/Achievements/Awards

The Bruin’s Scholastic Bowl team captured the IHSA Regional Championship. Saint Bede has won four of the
last five Regional Championships - 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016.
1st Place, Worldwide Youth in Science and Engineering (WYSE) Team Regional Champion in Math, Physics,
Engineering and Computer Science 2014, 2017.

Academic Recognition Received

National Merit finalists from 2000-2016: 3
National Merit commended students from 2000-2016:13
Illinois State Scholars from 2000-2016: 179
President’s Award for Academic Excellence: 276
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University credit courses available while enrolled at St. Bede Academy
Advanced Placement (AP) Classes

Will be available to the class of 2020:
Calculus, Chemistry, European History, Physics, U.S. History, Statistics, Computer Science Principles

Early Entry College (E2C) - offered through IVCC and taught on campus at Saint Bede;

Psychology, Intro to Sociology, Music Appreciation, Speech

Academic Offerings at St. Bede Academy:
Business & Computers
Accounting
Intro to Computer Science College Prep
Computer Science Principles College Prep

Physical Education

Physical Education, Health Education

Religion

English

English I*, English II*: American Literature and Writing
English III*: British Literature and Writing
English IV*: Literature and Essay
Speech I, Study Skills

Religion I: Revelation of Jesus Christ
Religion II: Mission of Jesus Christ
Religion III: Life and Sacraments
Religion IV: Vocations

Science

Band (4 years); Chorus (4 years)
Introduction to Art
Art II, Advanced Art
Photography

Chemistry*, Biology*
Advanced Placement Chemistry*
Advanced Placement Physics*
Biology II*, Physics
Environmental Science
Anatomy and Physiology*

Mathematics

Social Studies

Fine Arts

Algebra I*, Geometry *
Algebra II*, Applied Math, Pre-Calculus*
Statistics and Calculus Advanced Placement *
Advanced Placement Statistics*

Foreign Language

Mandarin Chinese* (4 years)
Spanish* (4 years)

300

total enrollment

U.S. History*
World History
Economics*
Advanced Placement European History*
Civics
Advanced Placement US History*

* Offered also as Honors

Here since

-1891-
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St. Bede students
EXCEL ACADEMICALLY

Students receive total
support in

classrooms
university selection
and
application process.
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Athletics Program

The goal of the Saint Bede athletic program is for students to enjoy and benefit from the high school athletic
experience. Our program stresses the need for balance in the life of the student-athlete between classroom
and gym or playing field, teamwork and leadership, Christ-like behavior and the thrill of competition and
victory. We offer team and individual supports at a variety of levels and strive to provide an activity to meet
the interests and ability of every student. We emphasize participation with good sportsmanship while
continually motivating our athletes to improve their skills and level of performance. We want every studentathlete to truly believe that “It’s GREAT to be a Bruin!”

2015-2016 Athletic Highlights

Junior Anne Needs, Thea Mauck, and Carter Funfsinn all advanced to the sectional tournament in Cross
Country.
Aiko Mendoza and Jack Kunkel advanced to the sectional tournament in golf for the girls’ and boys’ team.
This marks the consecutive year that a Saint Bede golfer has advanced in post season tournament action.
John Barnes was crowned Champion of the 285-pound class at the Class A State wrestling meet. He was also
named News-Tribune and Bureau County Republican Wrestler of the Year, following his performance in the
spring on the track team, he was named the Male Athlete of the Year for the Bureau County Republican and
News Tribune.
Bret Dannis is the Class 1A State Champion for the 110-meter and 300-meter hurdles. Baylee Hopps finishes
9th in the Triple Jump and John Barnes finishes 2nd in the discus and 7th in the shot put at the State Track
Meet.
The boys' track team finished second place overall at the IHSA 1A State Track Meet.
Boys’ Baseball wins their second consecutive regional title and Coach Bill Booker is the back-to-back
Baseball Coach of the Year for the News Tribune.

Sports

Baseball, Basketball (boys/girls), Bowling (boys/girls), Football, Golf (boys/girls), Tennis (boys/girls), Track
(boys/girls), Weightlifting (boys/girls), Wrestling, Cheerleading, Softball, Volleyball, Gymnastics, Cross
Country (boys/girls), Swimming (boys/girls).

97% of students
participate in
extra-curricular
activities

St. Bede graduates are

recruited by universities

throughout the United States.

98%

of our graduates
attend a college or university

Chicago
St Bede
Academy

COLLEGE
PREP

Class of 2016
grads attending

36

different universities and boast

an average ACT score of

25.4

Student Life

Students will stay in a safe and modern dormitories with security cameras
2-3 students per room
3 meals per day
Weekend excursions to local museums, attractions and activities
Quiet study areas
Health Club Membership
Community Activities and Events
Interaction with domestic students
Laundry, wifi, 24 hour hot water
TV and lounge area

9:1
local to international student ratio

24/7
supervision

Diversity

Having Fun

Multicultural

St. Bede Academy

Helping Others

New Friends

Homestay Options Available

Art
Fine Arts
Music: Band and Chorus
Dance
Photography
Theater
Spring Musical: Shrek(2016), Little Women(2015)
Activities
Golf Outing
Homecoming
Fall Theatre
Annual Tea & Style Show
Breakfast with Santa
Spring Musical
Annual Auction Gala
Legacy Luncheon & Senior Farewell Mass
Graduation/Commencement
Annual Bruin Golf Classic
Clubs and Organizations
Abby Mass Servers, Ambassadors, Band, Bass Fishing, Caedmon Literary Magazine, Chorus, Eucharistic Ministers, Homecoming Variety Show, Last Supper Club, Lectio Divina, Lectors, Musical, Peer Tutors, Pep Club,
Photography, Prom Committee, Retreat Leaders, Rocket Club, Scholastic Bowl, Spanish Club, Stage Crew,
Student Government, Science Club, Yearbook Staff, Technology Club, Ultimate Frisbee Club, Genesius Project, Interact Club, Venturing Group.

Get
Involved

100%
of students participate in
100 hours

Of Community Service

Retreats

Mission Trips

St Bede Academy Campus Map
Athletic Fields

Gymnasium and Theater

Dining Hall and Classrooms

Monastery Residences

Main Academy Classrooms and Offices

Abbey Church
Little Theater and Classrooms

Park

Beautiful - Healthy - Welcoming

Nature Preserve

Boys Boarding House

Girls Boarding House
Agricultual Ground

700 acres, park-like campus with fresh, clean air located
in Peru, Illinois - 100 miles southwest of Chicago.

International
Summer
Camp
Exciting 3-week Academic and cultural summer camp offered in Peru, Illinois. Located 100 miles
from Chicago.
Cost and content for the 3-week Camp is customized for your group’s needs. Includes airport
transportation, three meals a day on campus and breakfasts on weekends. Snacks and evening main
meals are the responsibility of the campers while on excursions.
This unique immersive camp is limited to 30 students ages 10-14; 15 boys & 15 girls.
Dormitory-style accommodations on peaceful 700-acre campus with 2-3 students per room and
common living and study areas.
Opportunity to engage in ESL course taught by an American instructor designed at improving
English language skills. Classes meet 4 days per week for 5 hours per day. A variety of immersion
sessions in arts & crafts, theater, math & sports. American students in each session offering daily
interaction in the classroom and in cultural and recreational activities.
Weekend excursions to nearby Chicago to visit world-class destinations of Shedd Aquarium,
SkyDeck Chicago- Willis Tower, The Field Museum, Navy Pier Ferris Wheel and Rides, Museum of
Science and Industry, Shoreline Boat Tour, Brookfield Zoo, Millennium Park, Buckingham Fountain
and more.
Additional exciting trips to Six Flags Great America, Raging Waves Waterpark, Woodfield Shopping
Mall and MLB baseball game.
Local outings, picnics and evening trips for hiking, swimming, bowling, mini-golf, stock car racing,
concerts and drive-in movie while making new friends with American students and families.
Safe and secure locations with supervision provided during all waking hours on campus, 6:1
supervision provided on all excursions off-campus.
Camp Dates: flexible
Supervision: Certified Teachers, experienced counselors & St. Bede Academy Students

To Creat Your Summer Camp Experience or for More Information Contact:
Eve Postula at epostula@st-bede.com

Local attractions

Neighbors to the Illinois River.
Starved Rock State Park (20 minutes away, 19km)
Grand Bear Lodge, Matthiessen State Park, Buffalo Rock State Park
Local libraries
Shopping: Walmart, Target, Peru Mall, Chicago Premium Outlets

Illinois River

Starved Rock State Park

Buffalo Rock State Park

Chicago Premium Outlets

Chicago

Our school is 100 miles(1 hour and 45 minutes) to Chicago.
Chicago is the 3rd largest city in the US, has the 3rd largest Chinatown in the US.
Supervised transportation to and from O’Hare to Saint Bede Academy.
Non stop flights to and from China.
Abraham Lincoln Attractions, Six-Flags Great America, Shedd Aquarium,
Museum of Science and Industry, Field Museum, Navy Pier, Millennium Park

Chicago Skyline

Chinatown

Navy Pier

Lake Michigan

Come and Join the St. Bede Family

Address: 24 W US Highway 6,
Peru, IL 61354
Telephone: +1(815)223-3140
Website: www.st-bede.com

