Sea Level Rise adaptation is the subject of many conferences, webinars,
forums, plans, toolkits, and conversations. Adaptation design efforts are often
focused on redesign of communities after a disaster like Katrina or Sandy.
Tidewater Virginia communities cannot wait until after the storm –we need to
increase our resiliency and find adaptive solutions to recurrent flooding
problems and sea level rise impacts NOW, before a catastrophic storm.
In the Chesterfield Heights neighborhood of Norfolk, VA, the Tidewater
Rising Resiliency Design Challenge is working to develop adaptation
responses to some of the most complicated questions. How can an urban
shoreline community of historic homes and economic limitations become
more resilient today and in the future? How can we design to protect and
expand ecosystem services while also protecting the people, property, and
culture of a waterfront community? And how do you develop the design and
engineering know-how needed in our Region to deal with this real-world
challenge?
Wetlands Watch, with Virginia Sea Grant funding, support from Hampton
University’s Architecture Department and Old Dominion University’s
Engineering Department, and guidance from the Hampton Roads Green
Building Council, Virginia Institute of Marine Science and Hampton Roads
Planning District Commission is leading one of the nation’s only pre-disaster,
real world adaptation design efforts.
This year-long collaborative effort is bringing together local residents, design,
engineering and environmental professionals, historic preservation experts,
developers, and students to help Chesterfield Heights deal with its current and
anticipated flooding and shoreline erosion problems.
The results of this project will inform other adaptation planning, design and
policy efforts in Virginia and elsewhere along the Nation’s coastline.

Project contact: Skip Stiles at skip.stiles@wetlandswatch.org or call 757-623-4835
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Bringing people together, evaluating community issues, identifying opportunities and
constraints, and students designing resilient and adaptive solutions.

Step 1 (May - Sept. 2014)
•Engage Universi[es & Local
Professionals
•Establish Site Selec[on Criteria
•Find a Community & Engage
Ci[zens
•Evaluate Project to date

Step 2 (Oct. - Jan 2015)
•Reﬁne Understanding - Site &
Community
•Iden[fy Opportuni[es &
Constraints
•Reﬁne Design Charrece Process

Step 3 (Feb. - May 2015)
•Run Design Challenge
•Develop Exhibit
•Share Adapta[on and Resiliency
Design Ideas with Community

