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Economic Development I, Fall 2015 
 
Professor: William Easterly  

 
1. Facts and Growth Models: Factor Accumulation v. Productivity 

 
Charles I. Jones, 2015, "The Facts of Economic Growth" April 2015. In preparation for 

the Handbook of Macroeconomics.  
 
Gollin, Douglas. 2014. "The Lewis Model: A 60-Year Retrospective." Journal of 

Economic Perspectives, 28(3): 71-88. 
 
Kraay, Aart, and David McKenzie. 2014. "Do Poverty Traps Exist? Assessing the 

Evidence." Journal of Economic Perspectives, 28(3): 127-48. 
 
Patrick Kline and Enrico Moretti, Local Economic Development, Agglomeration Economies, 

and the Big Push: 100 Years of Evidence from the Tennessee Valley Authority, The 
Quarterly Journal of Economics (2014) 129 (1): 275-331 

 
Charles I. Jones and Paul M. Romer , The New Kaldor Facts: Ideas, Institutions, 

Population, and Human Capital, American Economic Journal: Macroeconomics 
2010, 2:1, 224–245 

http://www.aeaweb.org/articles.php?doi=10.1257/mac.2.1.224 
 
Grossman, Gene M., and Elhanan Helpman. 2015. "Globalization and 

Growth." American Economic Review, 105(5): 100-104 
 
Manuelli, Rodolfo E., and Ananth Seshadri. 2014. "Human Capital and the Wealth of 

Nations." American Economic Review, 104(9): 2736-62. 
 
Benjamin Moll, David Lagakos, Tommaso Porzio Nancy Qian, and Todd Schoelman 

“Experience Matters: Human Capital and Development Accounting” (2014 
Updated Sept.) NBER Working Paper 18602 

 
Donaldson, Dave (2015), Railroads of the Raj: Estimating the Impact of Transportation 

Infrastructure, American Economic Review, forthcoming. 
 
Nicola Gennaioli, Rafael La Porta, Florencio Lopez-de-Silanes, and Andrei Shleifer, Human 

Capital and Regional Development, The Quarterly Journal of 
Economics (2013) 128 (1): 105-164 

 
Gennaioli, Nicola, Rafael LaPorta, Florencio Lopez-de-Silanes, and Andrei Shleifer. 2014. 

“Growth in Regions.” Journal of Economic Growth 19 (3): 259-309. 
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2. Misallocation and Productivity 
 
Adamopoulos, Tasso, and Diego Restuccia. 2014. "The Size Distribution of Farms and 

International Productivity Differences." American Economic Review, 104(6): 
1667-97. 

 
Douglas Gollin, David Lagakos, and Michael E. Waugh, The Agricultural Productivity 

Gap, The Quarterly Journal of Economics (2014) 129 (2): 939-993 
 
Lagakos, David, and Michael E. Waugh. 2013. "Selection, Agriculture, and Cross-

Country Productivity Differences." American Economic Review, 103(2): 948-80. 
 
La Porta, Rafael, and Andrei Shleifer. 2014. "Informality and Development." Journal of 

Economic Perspectives, 28(3): 109-26. 
 
Bartelsman, Eric, John Haltiwanger, and Stefano Scarpetta. 2013. "Cross-Country 

Differences in Productivity: The Role of Allocation and Selection." American 
Economic Review, 103(1): 305-34. 

 
Dell M, Acemoglu D. Productivity Differences Between and Within Countries. American 

Economic Journal: Macroeconomics. 2010;2(1):169–188. 
 
Chang-Tai Hsieh and Peter J. Klenow, The Life Cycle of Plants in India and Mexico, The 

Quarterly Journal of Economics (2014) 129 (3): 1035-1084 
 
David Lagakos (2015), Explaining Cross-Country Productivity Differences in Retail 

Trade, Journal of Political Economy, forthcoming 
 
Chang-Tai Hsieh and Enrico Moretti, Why Do Cities Matter? Local Growth and 

Aggregate Growth," April 2015 
 
Munshi, Kaivan and Rosenzweig, Mark (2015), Networks and Misallocation: Insurance, 

Migration, and the Rural-Urban Wage Gap, American Economic Review, 
forthcoming. 

 
Charles I. Jones, "Misallocation, Economic Growth, and Input-Output Economics" 

in Advances in Economics and Econometrics, Tenth World Congress, Volume II, 
Cambridge University Press, 2013. 

 
Charles I. Jones, Intermediate Goods and Weak Links in the Theory of Economic 

Development,  American Economic Journal: Macroeconomics 3 (April 2011): 1–28 
 

3. Historical Legacies and Development 
 

Mara Squicciarini and Nico Voigtlaender (2015), Human Capital and Industrialization: 
Evidence from the Age of Enlightenment, Quarterly Journal of Economics 130:4. 
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Leonard Wantchekon, Marko Klašnja, and Natalija Novta, Education and Human Capital 
Externalities: Evidence from Colonial Benin, The Quarterly Journal of 
Economics (2015) 130 (2): 703-757 

 
Alsan, Marcella. 2015. "The Effect of the TseTse Fly on African 

Development." American Economic Review, 105(1): 382-410. 
 
Stelios Michalopoulos and Elias Papaioannou, Pre-colonial Ethnic Institutions and 

Contemporary African Development, Econometrica, 2013, 81(1): 113–152 
 
Stelios Michalopoulos and Elias Papaioannou (2015), The Long-Run Effects of the 

Scramble for Africa, NBER w17620 - (2nd R&R at the American Economic 
Review) 

 
Daron Acemoglu, Tristan Reed, and James A. Robinson, Chiefs: Economic Development 

and Elite Control of Civil Society in Sierra Leone, Journal of Political Economy ,  
Vol. 122, No. 2 (April 2014) , pp. 319-368 

 
Dell M. Path Dependence in Development: Evidence from the Mexican Revolution. 

2012. 
 
Putterman, Louis and David Weil “Post-1500 Population Flows and the Long Run 

Determinants of Economic Growth and Inequality”, Quarterly Journal of 
Economics 125:4, November 2010, http://www.nber.org/papers/w14448 

 
Comin, Diego, William Easterly, and Erick Gong, “Was the Wealth of Nations 

Determined in 1000 B.C.?”, American Economic Journal: Macroeconomics 2 
(July 2010): 65–97 

 
William Easterly and Ross Levine, The European Origins of Economic Development, 

NBER Working Paper, revised August 2015 
 
Ashraf, Quamrul, and Oded Galor. 2013. "The 'Out of Africa' Hypothesis, Human 

Genetic Diversity, and Comparative Economic Development." American 
Economic Review, 103(1): 1-46 

 
Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Duflo, Under the Thumb of History? Political Institutions 

and the Scope for Action, Annual Review of Economics, Vol. 6: 951-971 (2014) 
 

4. Ethnic Groups 
 
Alberto Alesina, Stelios Michalopoulos, and Elias Papaioannou (2015), Ethnic 

Inequality, Journal of Political Economy, forthcoming 
 
Stelios Michalopoulos and Elias Papaioannou, National Institutions and Subnational 

Development in Africa, Quarterly Journal of Economics, 2014, 129 (1): 151-213 
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Stelios Michalopoulos, The Origins of Ethnolinguistic Diversity, American Economic 

Review 2012, 102(4): 1508–1539 
 
J. Esteban, L. Mayoral, and D. Ray, Ethnicity and Conflict: An Empirical Investigation, 

American Economic Review 102 (2012), 1310-1342. 
 
Alesina, Alberto, Caterina Gennaioli, and Stefania Lovo. 2014. “Public Goods and Ethnic 

Diversity: Evidence from Deforestation in Indonesia” NBER WP 20504 
 
Nunn, Nathan, and Leonard Wantchekon, “The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade and the 

Evolution of Mistrust in Africa: An Empirical Analysis,” American Economic 
Review, 2011, Vol 11, No 7, 5221-3252. 
http://www.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/nunn/files/Trust_AER_Rev2.pdf 

 
5. Culture 

 
Avner Greif and Guido Tabellini, The Clan and the Corporation: Sustaining Cooperation 

in China and Europe, February 2015 
 
Nunn N, Alesina A, Giuliano P. On the Origins of Gender Roles: Women and the Plough. 

Quarterly Journal of Economics. 2013;128(2):469-530. 
 
Nunn N. (2012) Culture and the Historical Process. Economic History of Developing 

Regions. 2012; 27(S1):108-126 
 
Alesina, Alberto, and Paola Giuliano (2015), Forthcoming. “Culture and Institutions.” 

Journal of Economic Literature. 
 
John F. Helliwell, Shun Wang, Jinwen XuHow,  Durable are Social Norms? Immigrant 

Trust and Generosity in 132 Countries, NBER Working Paper No. 19855, January 
2014 

 
Fernandez, Raquel. Does Culture Matter? Published in, J. Benhabib, M. O. Jackson and 

A. Bisin, editors, Handbook of Social Economics, Vol. 1A, North-Holland, 2011 
 
Alberto Bisin and Thierry Verdier, The Economics of Cultural Transmission and 

Socialization, in Jess Benhabib, Alberto Bisin and Matthew Jackson, editors, 
Handbook of Social Economics, North Holland 2010 
http://www.nyu.edu/econ/user/bisina/BV%20HSOC.pdf 

 
Gorodnichenko, Yuriy, and Gerard Roland. 2011. "Which Dimensions of Culture Matter 

for Long-Run Growth?" American Economic Review, 101(3): 492-98. 
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6. Democracy 
 
Daron Acemoglu, Suresh Naidu, Pascual Restrepo, James A. Robinson, Democracy Does 

Cause Growth, NBER Working Paper No. 20004, March 2014 
 
Daron Acemoglu, The World Our Grandchildren Will Inherit: The Rights Revolution and 

Beyond, In One Hundred Years: Economists Predict the Future, Edited by Ignacio 
Palacios-Huerta, MIT Press, Cambridge, MA, 2014. 

 
Burgess, Robin, Remi Jedwab, Edward Miguel, Ameet Morjaria, and Gerard Padró i 

Miquel, The Value of Democracy: Evidence from Road Building in Kenya, 
American Economic Review 2015, 105(6): 1817–1851 

 
Y. Gorodnichenko and G. Roland, Culture, Institutions and Democratization , April 2015. 
 

7. Political Economy 
 
Rodrik, Dani. 2014. "When Ideas Trump Interests: Preferences, Worldviews, and Policy 

Innovations." Journal of Economic Perspectives, 28(1): 189-208. 
 
Roland Bénabou, Davide Ticchi, Andrea Vindigni, Forbidden Fruits: The Political 

Economy of Science, Religion, and Growth, NBER Working Paper No. 21105, 
April 2015 

 
Roland Hodler and Paul A. Raschky, Regional Favoritism, The Quarterly Journal of 

Economics (2014) 129 (2): 995-1033 
 
Brollo, Fernanda, Tommaso Nannicini, Roberto Perotti, and Guido Tabellini. 2013. "The 

Political Resource Curse." American Economic Review, 103(5): 1759-96. 
 
 

8. Leaders 
 
 
Raymond P. Guiteras and Ahmed Mushfiq Mobarak, Does Development Aid Undermine 

Political Accountability? Leader and Constituent Responses to a Large-Scale 
Intervention, NBER Working Paper No. 21434, July 2015 

 
Erik Meyersson, “Political Man on Horseback: Military Coups and Development,” April 

20, 2015 
 
Jones, Benjamin F., and Benjamin A. Olken. 2005. “Do Leaders Matter? National 

Leadership and Growth since World War II.” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 
120(3): 835–64.  http://econ-www.mit.edu/files/2915 
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Benjamin F. Jones and Benjamin A. Olken, “Hit or Miss? The Effect of Assassinations 
on Institutions and War,”  American  Economic Journal: Macroeconomics 2009, 
1:2, 55–87 http://econ-www.mit.edu/files/3055 

 
William Easterly and Steven Pennings, “How Much Do Leaders Affect Growth? An 

Exercise in Growth Accounting.” March 2015 
 
 

9. Foreign Aid 
 
Nunn N, Qian N., U.S. Food Aid and Civil Conflict,  American Economic Review. 

2014;104(6):1630-1666. 
 
Qian N. “Making Progress on Foreign Aid” (2015) Annual Review of Economics, Vol 7.  

277-308  
 
Crost B, Felter J, Johnston P. 2014. Aid under Fire: Development Projects and Civil 

Conflict. Amer. Econ. Rev. 104:1833–56 

Galiani	  S,	  Knack	  S,	  Xu	  L	  C,	  Zou	  B.	  2015.	  The	  effect	  of	  aid	  on	  growth	  :	  evidence	  
from	  a	  quasi-‐experiment.	  Work.	  Pap.,	  World	  Bank,	  Washington,	  DC 

Katherine Casey, Rachel Glennerster, and Edward Miguel,	  Reshaping	  Institutions:	  
Evidence	  on	  Aid	  Impacts	  Using	  a	  Pre-‐Analysis	  Plan,	  Quarterly Journal of 
Economics, 2012, 127(4), 1755-1812	  

 
10. Development and US Foreign Policy 

 
Berger, Daniel, William Easterly, Nathan Nunn, Shanker Satyanath. Commercial 

Imperialism? Political Influence During the Cold War. American Economic 
Review (2012). 

 
Berger, Daniel, Alejandro Corvalan, William Easterly, Shanker Satyanath. Do 

Superpowers Have Short and Long Term Consequences For 
Democracy?. Journal of Comparative Economics, 41, no. 1 (2013): 22-34. 

 
Qian, Nancy and David Yanagizawa, “The Strategic Determinants of U.S. Human 

Rights Reporting: Evidence from the Cold War” Journal of European Economic 
Association, Vol. 2 No. 2-3, 2009 May-June. 

 
Qian, Nancy and David Yanagizawa,  “Government Distortion in Independently Owned 

Media: Evidence from U.S. Cold War News Coverage of Human Rights ,” 
Working Paper (2015)   
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11. Thinking Big vs. Thinking Small in Development 
 
Acemoglu, Daron, and James A. Robinson. 2015. "The Rise and Decline of General 

Laws of Capitalism." Journal of Economic Perspectives, 29(1): 3-28. 
 
MacLeod, W Bentley. 2013. "On Economics: A Review of Why Nations Fail by D. 

Acemoglu and J. Robinson and Pillars of Prosperity by T. Besley and T. 
Persson." Journal of Economic Literature, 51(1): 116-43. 

 
Graham, Carol. 2015. "A Review of William Easterly's The Tyranny of Experts: 

Economists, Dictators, and the Forgotten Rights of the Poor." Journal of 
Economic Literature, 53(1): 92-101. 

 
Weil, David N. 2015. "A Review of Angus Deaton's The Great Escape: Health, Wealth, 

and the Origins of Inequality." Journal of Economic Literature, 53(1): 102-14. 
 
Esther Duflo, Human values and the design of the fight against poverty,The Tanner 

Lectures on Human Values, Harvard University, May 2012 
 
Vivalt, Eva. 2015. "Heterogeneous Treatment Effects in Impact Evaluation." American 

Economic Review, 105(5): 467-70. 
 
Pritchett, Lant, and Justin Sandefur. 2015. "Learning from Experiments When Context 

Matters." American Economic Review, 105(5): 471-75. 
 
Angus Deaton, Instruments, randomization, and learning about development, Journal of 

Economic Literature, 48 (June 2010), pp. 424-455  
 
Abhijit Banerjee and Angus Deaton debate, 2012, NYU Development Research Institute 

Annual Conference, Lecture on Banerjee and Duflo, Poor Economics, (video link 
to 35 minute lecture) http://nyudri.org/events/past-events/annual-conference-
2012-debates-in-development/ 

 
 
 
 
 


