
Diversity, Equity, &

Inclusion Statement

Diversity, equity, and inclusion are

more than just words to us. They are

principles for how to live with health,

harmony, and resilience in the

collaborative effort towards creating

a life-enhancing society.

 

When we gather as community, we affirm

the presence, participation, and

fundamental worth of each member—

celebrating the diversity represented in

age, gender, race, ethnicity, origins,

religion, sexual orientation, ability,

political viewpoints, and socioeconomic

status. Looking to nature as our guide, we

celebrate many and differing points of

view, knowing that diversity is the

backbone for a resilient community.

 

We acknowledge that we all live in a

disrupted climate wrought with

interlocking and perpetuating systems of

exploitation, oppression, and grave harm,

on  personal, social, and ecological scales.

We recognize the legacy of oppressive 

 

 

 

systems that has removed and excluded

certain people from land-based living and

environmental practices. At Rising Earth we

are committed to dismantling and healing

from these systems and to provide equitable

access to our programs for those from

historically marginalized groups.

 

We also recognize that many of us—

including members of the Rising Earth

Program staff—have benefited

disproportionately from these harmful

cultural systems. We believe these times call

for understanding both the roots of these

systems as well as the ways we continue to

perpetuate these systems in our own lives. 

 

Ultimately, the commitment to participate

in social and ecological healing must include

research, education, and self-reflection in

order to create  systemic shifts and build a

more just and thriving world.



Welcome Statement

We welcome your emotions, however wide they

range: your joy, your grief, your disappointment,

your rage, your bliss, your hope, your surprise,

and your fear, and all else that flows through you.

You are all welcome here.

 

We welcome the spirits of the Occaneechi, Eno,

Tutelo and other Saponi peoples, who lived along

the banks of the waters that run through what we

now call the Piedmont Region, the presence alive

and passed on of all who have been born, given

birth, come of age, fished, hunted, and perished

on on this occupied land. You are all welcome

here.

 

We welcome all non-human beings of this land,

the herbs, the grasses and shrubs, the fungi, trees

that are leaved or needled and those who

branches are bare, the winged and the finned

beings who breathe water or air, who taste the

wind and sense us under our feet, all the names

you have been given and especially those by

which you know yourselves. You are all welcome

here.

 

May each individual present send, in their own

ways, their welcome to any one not named today.

Welcome!

We welcome all bodies of all abilities, sizes,

and shapes; bodies of challenges visible or

invisible; and the myriad ways you

experience your own body, in comfort and in

pain. You are all welcome here.

 

We welcome folks from all places on the

gender spectrum—non-binary, binary,

gender-fluid, intersex, trans*, and

genderqueer, and folks from varying

orientations towards their sexuality—straight,

queer, pansexual, asexual, demisexual, active

or inactive, monogamous or not, and those

for whom none of these labels fit. You are all

welcome here.

 

We welcome you in respect to the places

where  your parents and ancestors were born,

whether on this occupied land, or elsewhere

near or far. We welcome all languages

represented in this room by speakers at any

level of fluency. You are all welcome here.

 

We welcome those who identify as survivors,

activists, visionaries, fighters, healers, and

those in recovery or reflection. You are all

welcome here.

 

We welcome your faiths, your traditions,

your practices and your rituals, be they for a

religion you can name or for certain devotion

that you cannot. Believers and non-believers,

mystics and seekers of all kinds who practice

with the best intentions. You are all welcome

here.

 

 

This statement was inspired by that of Canticle Farm of Oakland, CA, itself inspired by “Diversity Welcome” from Training For Change.


