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Agenda for Today

A What is Race?
A How is race political?

A SES indicators by race

A Forms Representation Can Take
A Descriptive Representation
A Substantive Representation
A Measuring Winners and Losers

A Discussion




Something to always think about

A Learn to question everything you  read

A Statistics and stories can be manipulated

A Consider different interpretations



What is Race?

http://thecolbertreport.cc.com/videos/12d71h/debra -dickerson

How is race defined in this video?


http://thecolbertreport.cc.com/videos/12d71h/debra-dickerson

Definitions of Race

A Biological/Physical
ADefined by oneds physical ffeat

A Cultural
A Groups based on come culture/experiences/attitudes

A Historical
A Groups based on common history/ancestry/geography

A Behavioral
AGroups based on oO6way of |ifed or behavi

A Structural
A Groups about power/status

A Ideological
A Race created, based on almost anything

A Instrumental
A Identity chosen to perpetuate inequality or make gains



Definitions of Race

A Biological/Physical

A Cultural

A Historical

A Behavioral

A Structural

A ldeological

A Instrumental

=> PRIMORDIAL

=> HYBRID

=> SOCIALLY

CONSTRUCTED




Questions about Race

A Which Definition is right ?
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Questions about race -how
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Other questions to think about

A Where does race come from?

A Who creates race?



Is race omnipresent?

A Is race omnipresent in your lives?
A In how you act?
A On the street with strangers?
A With friends ?
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Is race omnipresent?

A Is race omnipresent in your lives?
A In how you act?
A On the street with strangers?
A With friends ?

A In how others act toward you?
A Strangers?
A Friends?

A How do you typically identify yourself? Is it racially?
A Is it different for white Americans?
A Blacks vs other minorities ( eg Latinos) 8 are blacks unique?
A Where do Asian Americans fit in?



Is race omnipresent for Barack
Obama?




How should we ideally measure
race?

A What is Tiger Woods?

A parents racially mixed (Black,
Asian, European )

A What is Barack Obama?
A White mother, African father



Does America Have a Race
Problem ?

A How large are gaps in socioeconomic status?
A Where are the disparities greatest?
A Who is worse off?

A Are things getting better or worse?
AAmericads raci al hi erarchy
A What indicators should we look at?

A Who is worse off?
A How big are the gaps?




A note about SES indicators

A Low SES and its correlates, such as lower education, poverty, and
poor health, ultimately affect our society as a whole.

A Inequities in wealth and quality of life are increasing in the United
States and globally.

A Variance in socioeconomic status, including disparities in the
distribution of wealth, income, and access to resources, affects
everyone .

A SES and race and ethnicity are intimately intertwined.



What is SES?

ASES: oOsocioeconomic statusbo
A Economic and sociological measure of a person's work experience and of an
individual's or family's economic and social position in relation to others , based on

income, education, and occupation

A Socioeconomic status is commonly conceptualized as the social standing or
class of an individual or group

A ltis often measured as a combination of education, income and occupation

A Examinations of socioeconomic status often reveal inequities in access to
resources, plus issues related to privilege, power and control.



A note about SES and Race

A Research has shown that race and ethnicity in terms of stratification often
determine a persondGgRtiuUssoci oeconomic

A Communities are often segregated by SES, race, and ethnicity

A These communities share characteristics of developing nations: low economic
development, poor health conditions, and low levels of educational attainment

A Low SES has consistently been implicated  as a risk factor for many of the
problems that plague communities.

Ve

A Discrimination and marginalization are sometimes barriers for ethnic and racial
minorities seeking to escape  poverty.



A note about SES and Race

A African American children are  three times more likely to live in poverty than
Caucasian children.

A American Indian/Alaska Native, Hispanic, Pacific Islander, and Native Hawaiian families
are more likely than White and Asian families to live in poverty

A Although the income of Asian American families is often markedly above other
minorities, these families also often have four to five family members working.

A Minorities are more likely to receive high  -cost mortgages:

A African Americans (53 percent) and Latinos (43 percent), in comparison to Caucasians
(18 percent ).

A Unemployment rates for African Americans are typically double those of
Caucasian Americans.

A African American men working full time earn 72 percent of the average earnings of
comparable Caucasian men and 85 percent of the earnings of Caucasian  women.



Income by Race
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Education by Race
oBachel or 0s
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Poverty Status of the Nonelderly
Population by Race/Ethnicity, 2005

21%%0
White Hispanic African Asian American Two or More
(Non-Hispanic) American Only Indian/Alaska  Races

(Non-Hispanic) Native

A SOURCE: Urban Institute and Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured,
analysis of March 2006 Current Population Survey.



Infant Mortality by Race -

Figure. Total and preterm-related infant mortality rates

by race and ethnicity of mother: United States, 2004
Rate per 1,000 live births
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Seg regathn 1980 1990 2000 2010

Blacks

Dissimilarity from 72.8 67.3 63.8 59.1
whites

Isolation 61.0 54.8 50.6 45.2

Exposure to whites 31.2 343 34.0 34.8
Hispanics

Dissimilarity from 50.3 50.0 50.8 48.5
whites

Isolation 38.2 42.1  45.0 46.0

Exposure to whites 47.5 422 37.0 35.1
Asians

Dissimilarity from 40.8 41.3 416 40.9
whites

Isolation 17.4 18.2  20.7 22.4

Exposure to whites 61.7 58.2 52.3 48.9



Segregation
In LA in 2010
(Census)

American Indian Asian Black Hispanic White
50.0% or less 50.0% or less 50.0% or less 50.0% or less 50.0% or less
B 50.1t085.0% 50.1t085.0% [ 50.1t0 85.0% 50.1t085.0% [ 50.1 to 85.0%

I &5.1% or more [ 85.1% or more [ 85.1% or more [ 85.1% or more [l 85.1% or more



Diversity in America

Based on the share of the largest racial/ethnic group has of the total county population

S - T0-80% B0-80%  90-100%
l2=s diverse =

; O

o
7 Ytrulia

Source : Forbes (2013) http ://www.forbes.com/sites/trulia/2012/11/13/finding -diversity -in-
america/#5570752712f2



The chances of ever being
Incarcerated by race
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Racial Disparities in Incarceration -

Racial Disparities in Incarceration )
Fate of sentenced prisoners under state and federal jurisdiction by sex, race, and Fspanic origin, 2010
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BJS "Prisoners in 2000" repon, December 2011

A Source: BJS



A clear racial hierarchy?

A Asian Americans and Whites near the  top

A Blacks and Latinos near the bottom

A Pattern is consistent across most indicators
A Including many we did not look at




Racial hierarchy ?

Racial Triangulation

Superior

0,.
a0 Blacks

Inferior

Foreigner Insider
— » =Civic Ostracism

moasansen e — Relative Valorization Kim, C. “The Racial Triangulation of Asian
Americans,” Politics & Society, 27 (1), 1999.



Trends over time

A Are things getting better or worse?

A The positive story:
A Thernstroms

A The negative story:
A Rebecca Blank




Thernstrom and Thernstrom

A What is the main takeaway?

A(Note the title: o0The rise of the



Thernstrom & Thernstrom | -

Table 1 |

Proportion of Blacks in Middle-Class Occupations, 1940-1990
1940 1970 1990

Men | | |
Professionals 18 78 0.4
Proprietors, managers, and officials 13 4.7 6.7
Clerical and sales 2.1 9.2 159
~ Total white-collar 5.2 217 320

Women | | | |

Professionals . 43 108 15.9
Proprietors, managers, and officials 0.7 19 76
Clerical and sales 14 234 354

Total white-collar 64 36l 58.9




Thernstrom & Thernstrom

Table 2
Numbers of Blacks and Percent of the Total
in Selected Professions, 1940-1990

1940 1970 1990
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Physicians 4,160 2.5 6,044 2.2 20,874 4.5
Attorneys 1,000 0.5 3,703 1.3 27,320 3.5
Cle_rgy 18,400 13.7 13,739 6.2 21,488 6.6
Engineers 300 0.1 14,955 1.2 59,226 3.5
Editors, reporters,

and authors 620 1.1 3,835 2.1 20,384 4.1
College teachers 2,680 3.5 16,582 3.4 37,867 4.8
Elementary and | —

secondary teachers 67,580 6.4 297,788 8.2 435,558 9.6
Social workers 2,860 3.9 42 685 15.5 145,894 18.0

Nurses 7,880 2.2 66,400 7.8 165,520 8.9




Thernstrom & Thernstrom

Table 3
 Percent of Population with Four Years of High School or More,
* by Race, Persons 25 or Older, 1960-1995

BLACK WHITE B/W RATIO
o w1 4 {7
1970 BT 574 it
1980 519 103 73
1995 B8 &0 8

Sources: The BAV rtio i the black figure a5 & percentage of the hite figure. When there



Thernstrom & Thernstrom

| | Table 4 |
Percent of Persons 25-29 with Four Years of High School
| or More, by Race, 1960-1995
BrACK ~ WHITE BWmATIO
1960 377 63.7 i
1970 54 718 7
1980 76.6 86.9 88

19% 86.5 874 99




Thernstrom & Thernstrom

“Table 5
College Attendance and Completion by Race,
Persons 25 or Older, 1960-1995

BLACEK - WHITE B/W RATIO

Percent who attended college

- 1960 7.2 174 4]
1970 103 - 24 46
1980 21.9 3.1 66
1995 375 0 76

|  Percent with 4 or more years of college
1960 3.1 8.1 38
1970 44 113 39
1980 8.4 171 49

1995 13.2 24.0 55




Thernstrom & Thernstrom

A An incredibly positive story for  blacks

A Why is the black -white divide still an issue ?

A Objections to the data?



Rebecca Blank 0 a response to
the Thernstroms?

A What is the Blank story?

A How is it that the Thernstroms and Blank have such different
stories?



Rebecca Blank: Main takeaway

A Absolute gain for each group
A Absolute gap between two groups
A Percent gain for each group

A Ratio of one group to another




Rebecca Blank:
An Increasingly diverse America

[ 1 Black, non-Hispanic | Asian

Total population
Hispanic - American Indian of region
' (millions of persons)
Northeast 51.5
Midwest 61.8
South 91.9
West 57.6

T 1 T | ) T |

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Percent of totai regional popuiation

FIGURE 2-1 Minority population by region, 1995. Data for Asians exclude His-
panic Asians, and data for American Indians exclude Hispanic American Indians.

Data are projections based on the 1990 census. SOURCE: Council of Economic
Advisers (1998).



Rebecca Blank:
Educational Attainment




