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Agenda for Today

ÁWhat is Race? 

ÁHow is race political? 

ÁSES indicators by race

ÁForms Representation Can Take 

ÁDescriptive Representation 

ÁSubstantive Representation 

ÁMeasuring Winners and Losers

ÁDiscussion



Something to always think about

ÁLearn to question everything you read

ÁStatistics and stories can be manipulated

ÁConsider different interpretations



What is Race?

http://thecolbertreport.cc.com/videos/12d71h/debra -dickerson

How is race defined in this video?

http://thecolbertreport.cc.com/videos/12d71h/debra-dickerson


Definitions of Race

ÁBiological/Physical

ÁDefined by oneõs physical features

ÁCultural

ÁGroups based on come culture/experiences/attitudes

ÁHistorical

ÁGroups based on common history/ancestry/geography

ÁBehavioral

ÁGroups based on ôway of lifeõ or behavior

ÁStructural

ÁGroups about power/status

ÁIdeological

ÁRace created, based on almost anything

ÁInstrumental

ÁIdentity chosen to perpetuate inequality or make gains



Definitions of Race

ÁBiological/Physical

ÁCultural => PRIMORDIAL

ÁHistorical

ÁBehavioral => HYBRID

ÁStructural

ÁIdeological => SOCIALLY

ÁInstrumental CONSTRUCTED



Questions about Race

ÁWhich Definition is right ?
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Other questions to think about

ÁWhere does race come from?

ÁWho creates race?



Is race omnipresent?

ÁIs race omnipresent in your lives?

ÁIn how you act?

ÁOn the street with strangers?

ÁWith friends ?
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Is race omnipresent?

ÁIs race omnipresent in your lives?

ÁIn how you act?

ÁOn the street with strangers?

ÁWith friends ?

ÁIn how others act toward you?

ÁStrangers?

ÁFriends?

ÁHow do you typically identify yourself?  Is it racially?

ÁIs it different for white Americans?

ÁBlacks vs other minorities ( eg Latinos) ðare blacks unique?

ÁWhere do Asian Americans fit in?



Is race omnipresent for Barack 

Obama?



How should we ideally measure 

race?

ÁWhat is Tiger Woods?

Áparents racially mixed (Black, 

Asian, European )

ÁWhat is Barack Obama?

ÁWhite mother, African father



Does America Have a Race 

Problem ?

ÁHow large are gaps in socioeconomic status?

ÁWhere are the disparities greatest?

ÁWho is worse off?

ÁAre things getting better or worse?

ÁAmericaõs racial hierarchy 

ÁWhat indicators should we look at?

ÁWho is worse off?

ÁHow big are the gaps?



A note about SES indicators

ÁLow SES and its correlates, such as lower education, poverty, and 

poor health, ultimately affect our society as a whole. 

ÁInequities in wealth and quality of life are increasing in the United 

States and globally. 

ÁVariance in socioeconomic status, including disparities in the 

distribution of wealth, income, and access to resources, affects 

everyone .

ÁSES and race and ethnicity are intimately intertwined. 



What is SES?

ÁSES: òsocioeconomic statusó

ÁEconomic and sociological measure of a person's work experience and of an 
individual's or family's economic and social position in relation to others , based on 
income, education, and occupation .

ÁSocioeconomic status is commonly conceptualized as the social standing or 
class of an individual or group .

Á It is often measured as a combination of education, income and occupation .

ÁExaminations of socioeconomic status often reveal inequities in access to 
resources, plus issues related to privilege, power and control.



A note about SES and Race

ÁResearch has shown that race and ethnicity in terms of stratification often 
determine a personõs socioeconomic status.

ÁCommunities are often segregated by SES, race, and ethnicity .

ÁThese communities share characteristics of developing nations: low economic 
development, poor health conditions, and low levels of educational attainment .

ÁLow SES has consistently been implicated as a risk factor for many of the 
problems that plague communities. 

ÁDiscrimination and marginalization are sometimes barriers for ethnic and racial 
minorities seeking to escape poverty.



A note about SES and Race

ÁAfrican American children are three times more likely to live in poverty than 
Caucasian children. 

Á American Indian/Alaska Native, Hispanic, Pacific Islander, and Native Hawaiian families 
are more likely than White and Asian families to live in poverty 

ÁAlthough the income of Asian American families is often markedly above other 
minorities, these families also often have four to five family members working.

ÁMinorities are more likely to receive high -cost mortgages: 

Á African Americans (53 percent) and Latinos (43 percent), in comparison to Caucasians 
(18 percent ).

ÁUnemployment rates for African Americans are typically double those of 
Caucasian Americans. 

ÁAfrican American men working full time earn 72 percent of the average earnings of 
comparable Caucasian men and 85 percent of the earnings of Caucasian women.



Income by Race



Education by Race 

ðBachelorõs Degrees or Higher



Poverty Status of the Nonelderly 

Population by Race/Ethnicity, 2005

ÁSOURCE:  Urban Institute and Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured, 

analysis of March 2006 Current Population Survey.
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Infant Mortality by Race



Segregation 1980 1990 2000 2010

Blacks

Dissimilarity from 

whites

72.8 67.3 63.8 59.1

Isolation 61.0 54.8 50.6 45.2

Exposure to whites 31.2 34.3 34.0 34.8

Hispanics

Dissimilarity from 

whites

50.3 50.0 50.8 48.5

Isolation 38.2 42.1 45.0 46.0

Exposure to whites 47.5 42.2 37.0 35.1

Asians

Dissimilarity from 

whites

40.8 41.3 41.6 40.9

Isolation 17.4 18.2 20.7 22.4

Exposure to whites 61.7 58.2 52.3 48.9



Segregation 

in LA in 2010 

(Census)



Source : Forbes (2013) http ://www.forbes.com/sites/trulia/2012/11/13/finding -diversity -in-
america/#5570752712f2



The chances of ever being 

incarcerated by race



Racial Disparities in Incarceration

Á Source: BJS



A clear racial hierarchy?

ÁAsian Americans and Whites near the top

ÁBlacks and Latinos near the bottom

ÁPattern is consistent across most indicators

ÁIncluding many we did not look at



Racial hierarchy ?



Trends over time

ÁAre things getting better or worse?

ÁThe positive story:

ÁThernstroms

ÁThe negative story:

ÁRebecca Blank



Thernstrom and Thernstrom

ÁWhat is the main takeaway?

Á(Note the title: òThe rise of the Black middle classó
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Thernstrom & Thernstrom

ÁAn incredibly positive story for blacks

ÁWhy is the black -white divide still an issue ?

ÁObjections to the data?



Rebecca Blank ða response to 

the Thernstroms?

ÁWhat is the Blank story?

ÁHow is it that the Thernstroms and Blank have such different 

stories?



Rebecca Blank: Main takeaway

ÁAbsolute gain for each group

ÁAbsolute gap between two groups

ÁPercent gain for each group

ÁRatio of one group to another



Rebecca Blank:

An increasingly diverse America 



Rebecca Blank:

Educational Attainment


