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TEACHER RESOURCE

Honour
Educate
Remember

By participating in a special 
ceremony of remembrance, 
students develop the virtues 
of respect, leadership, 
citizenship, responsibility 
and gratitude… 
Halton District School Board, Ontario
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The learning supports and activities  
in this teaching resource are designed 
to be used with the No Stone Left 
Alone HONOUR LEARN REMEMBER 
Student Resource Booklet. 

To our educators,

Thank you sincerely for engaging your students in the 
No Stone Left Alone experience.

Beyond the recognition of the sacrifice that individuals 
who have served Canada have made, the ability to 
make a personal connection to those Canadians can 
be challenging for many young people. Through this 
program, your students have the opportunity to build 
deeper and more meaningful connections to the 
concepts of service and sacrifice.

Within this resource, you will find the reflections 
of students who have already participated in this 
experience. As you select and implement activities 
in this HONOUR EDUCATE REMEMBER Teacher 
Resource, we ask that you share your own students’ 
insights with us – securing their permission to do so. 
Instructions on how to collect and submit these are 
included in this resource.

Each year, one student’s reflection is chosen to be 
shared on our national live stream. Submitted reflections 
will also be shared not only with future participants, 
volunteers and supporters, but also with our patrons - 
including Her Excellency Mary Simon, Governor General 
of Canada, and education leaders across Canada. 

Thank you for all that you do to engage and inspire 
young Canadians.

Lest we forget, Developed for No Stone Left Alone 
Memorial Foundation by the team at 
InPraxis Learning. 

Patricia Shields-Ramsay
Doug Ramsay
John Labots Graphic Design Inc. 

Thank you to the following teachers 
who provided suggestions and 
feedback on the development of the 
teacher and student resources. 

Kerry Kotyshn, Alberta
Marion Lessard, Alberta 
Elyse Mantei, Saskatchewan
Tanya Margerm, British Columbia
Catherine Moffatt, British Columbia 
Anita Murray, Alberta
Rebekah Wheadon, Nova Scotia
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Permission is granted to make copies of any or all parts of this resource for 
educational, not-for-profit use only.

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 
International License. To view a copy of this license, 
visit http://creativecommons.org/ or send a letter to 

Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
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Introduction

No Stone Left Alone works with 
teachers, youth, and volunteers to 
create hands on inter-generational 
remembrance events in Canadian 
communities every November. 
Our unique ceremony brings 
students and youth to these 
important sites for an experience 
that creates knowledge, 
understanding and appreciation 
of those who serve and the 
sacrifices made by Canadians.

The No Stone Left Alone program 
provides an authentic, experiential 
learning opportunity. Students visit 
a cemetery in their community and 
make connections with Canadian 
veterans. These experiences 
reinforce a sense of place and 
build appreciation for concepts of 
democracy, freedoms, rights and 
responsibilities through reflection 
on the sacrifices made by those 
serving Canada through the 
military. 

Across Canada, students 
connect with one another to 
participate and share in solemn 
remembrance ceremonies. While 
the act of honouring our military 
is key, students gain increased 
awareness of their own ability to 
“make a difference” in their world. 

Through this endeavor, students 
demonstrate greater self-
awareness, build motivation to 
become global citizens and gain a 
greater appreciation of the need 
for peace. All of this is attained 
while learning more about 
Canadian military history. Students 
also develop leadership skills, 
learn the importance of service 
to the community, and learn to 
respect the cemetery sites as a 
place of honour. 

Beyond the recognition of the 
sacrifice that individuals who 
have served Canada have made, 
the ability to make a personal 
connection to those Canadians 
can be challenging for many 
young people. This teaching and 
learning resource fosters and 
builds that connection by linking 
personal stories and reflections 
from students who have already 
experienced the No Stone Left 
Alone program to stories and 
contexts around the veterans and 
soldiers they honour. 

No Stone Left Alone 
Memorial Foundation 

is dedicated to honouring 
and remembering Canada’s 
veterans. Our unique 
ceremony provides students 
and youth with an authentic 
experience that creates 
knowledge, understanding 
and appreciation of those 
who serve and of the 
sacrifice of Canada’s fallen.
No Stone Left Alone Online

Stories and experiences 
that connect these 
concepts to the No 

Stone Left Alone 
program as well as 

to personal and real-
life examples engage 
students, provide an 

authentic learning 
context and reinforce 
critical and creative 

thinking skills.



4          Honour Educate Remember Teacher Resource |  No Stone Left Alone Memorial Foundation

The learning activities in this 
teaching resource – and 
the accompanying student 
activity resource – can support 
elementary and junior high level 
Social Studies, Language Arts, Art 
and Leadership curriculum and 
programs. 

These learning activities are 
organized around the following 
contexts:

1. Building Understandings and 
Context – teaching activities 
and student learning supports 
that can be implemented 
before students participate 
in the No Stone Left Alone 
program 

2. Connecting Concepts to 
Experiences – teaching 
activities and student 
learning supports that can be 
implemented as follow up to 
students’ experiences with No 
Stone Left Alone

3. Supporting the Event – 
supports for participation in the 
No Stone Left Alone ceremony, 
with cross-references to 
resources, information and 
forms that are provided on the 
No Stone Left Alone website 

Watch for these icons in the 
activity suggestions that follow 
to signal accommodations, pre- 
and post-event timing options, 
assessment tips and additional 
learning and teaching supports. 

Strategies to 
accommodate different 
learning needs and 
approaches

Options to implement 
suggested activities 
before or after 
participation in the  
No Stone Left Alone 
program 

Suggested resources that 
can support activities and 
learning 

Suggested tips and 
approaches for 
assessment 

Suggested alternative 
activity choices  

Questioning strategies used in post-No Stone Left Alone 
(NSLA) learning activities should encourage reflective 

thinking, specifically asking students to respond to why, 
how and what they have learned from their experience. 

Post-NSLA learning activities should build on     
the real-world relevance of the program and 

the opportunities provided by its collaborative 
learning environment – encouraging students 

to connect and share with each other, their 
school community and veterans. 

Each student took a 
poppy as classes filed 

into the rows of graves, in a 
section of the cemetery that 
is dedicated to fallen 
soldiers. Each student stood 
in front of a gravestone and 
was asked to kneel or crouch 
down, to read the years and 
contemplate the age of the 
person they were there to 
honour, and to consider 
both their life and their 
death before placing the 
poppy on the grave.

This nation-wide initiative 
has grown each year in New 
Westminster. And through a 
simple act of laying poppies, 
it connects kids’ learning 
directly to the families and 
histories that have deep 
roots in our community.
New Westminster Schools, B.C. Online
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Implementation Options 

The learning activities – as well as 
students’ participation in the No 
Stone Left Alone program – can 
be implemented in a range of time 
and curriculum-centred contexts. 
Plan for between four and 10 
classes to build understandings 
and contexts, participate in No 
Stone Left Alone and connect 
students’ learning to their 
experiences. 

These learning activities are 
designed to provide a starting 
point for the integration of the No 
Stone Left Alone experience into 
your existing curriculum and as a 
supplement, not a replacement, 
for classroom resources you use 
to meet learning outcomes.

Activities in this 
teaching resource focus 

on a range of core 
and cross-curricular 

competencies that can 
support provincial/

territorial curriculum. 
These are identified 

with each activity. Plan 
to link these to specific 

learning outcomes 
in your curriculum.

This is a personal 
thing between a 

student and a deceased 
veteran as opposed to 
staying on the same street 
watching a parade and 
watching someone else lay a 
wreath,” said Eric Goodwin, 
organizer and retired 
brigadier-general. “These 
kids get a chance to find 
veterans’ graves, learn about 
them and pay their respects.
Prince Edward Island: CBC News 
Online

A timeline with potential 
accommodations and options is 
detailed in the steps that follow.

This timeline provides fillable 
fields and checkboxes for you 
to use as a digital planning tool. 
Activities are hyperlinked to 
specific sections in this resource. 

Use the checkboxes to select 
activities and the fillable notes 
box to plan where and how you 
can implement activities into your 
curriculum. 

Activities should be selected to 
best meet concepts and skills in 
your curriculum and according to 
the learning needs and interests 
of your students. 
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Core and cross-
curricular 

competencies, 
concepts, essential 

learnings and 
foundational or 

transferable skills 
are addressed 

across provincial and 
territorial curriculum. 

The following concepts, 
competencies and 

skills are supported by 
the various activities 

and learning supports 
in the No Stone 

Left Alone program. 
These are identified 
with each activity. 

Citizenship – History, 
Identities, Place

Personal Development 
and Growth

Communication
Collaboration

Critical and Creative 
Thinking

Information Literacy – 
Technology, Research
Social Responsibility 

Step Two: PRE-EVENT
Select one or more of the 
activities from the BUILDING 
UNDERSTANDINGS AND 
CONTEXT section of this teaching 
resource. 

  Concept/Mind Maps

  Remembrance Sources

The Remembrance 
Sources activity provides 
several alternative 

activity choices that can support 
learning across diverse grade 
levels and curricular areas. 

These activity choices are 
designed for use with the 
Remembrance Sources 
handouts in the HONOUR 
LEARN REMEMBER Student 
Resource Booklet. 

  Share Board 

  Find Out More/KWHL Chart 

  Head, Heart, Conscience 

  Connect, Extend, Challenge

  Remembrance Timeline

Materials and timing suggestions 
are identified with each of these 
activities. Templates and graphic 
organizers referenced in each 
activity are provided at the end of 
this teaching resource. 

Step One: SHARE THE 
STORY
Inform students that they will be 
participating in the No Stone Left 
Alone event. 

Share the story of No 
Stone Left Alone’s  
founder – Maureen 

Bianchini Purvis – found on the 
website at www.nostoneleftalone.
ca/about-nsla. The story is also 
provided in the first pages of the 
HONOUR LEARN REMEMBER 
Student Resource Booklet.

Introduce students to Maureen’s 
story at a level appropriate to your 
students. Paraphrase or read the 
story out loud or have students 
work in pairs or small groups to 
read and discuss the story on their 
own. Explore with questions such 
as: 

• How does Maureen’s story 
help you understand more 
about the event we’re going 
to participate in?  

• What inspires you about this 
story? 

• What do you wonder about?

  NOTES

  

  NOTES

  

https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/about-nsla
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/about-nsla
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Step Three: NO STONE LEFT 
ALONE EVENT
Find links to supports for 
registering and participating in 
the SUPPORTING THE EVENT 
section of this teaching resource. 

  Options for Participation

  Cemetery Etiquette

Step Four: POST-EVENT
Select one or more of the 
activities from the CONNECTING 
CONCEPTS TO EXPERIENCES 
section of this teaching resource. 

  Graffiti Remembrance Board

  Word Art Commemoration

  Research Profiles

The Research Profiles activity 
provides alternative activity 
choices that can support 
learning across diverse grade 
levels and curricular areas. 

These activity choices are 
designed for use with the Say 
Their Name Research Guide 
handouts in the HONOUR 
LEARN REMEMBER Student 
Resource Booklet. 

  Memory Wall 

  Letter or Postcard 

  Identity Chart 

  This Year I Honour

Materials and timing 
suggestions are identified 
with each of these 

activities. Templates and graphic 
organizers referenced in each 
activity are provided at the end of 
this teaching resource. 

  NOTES

  

  NOTES

  

  NOTES

  

Step Five: INSPIRE 
Conclude student 
learning by returning to 
the story behind the No 

Stone Left Alone program. Revisit 
Maureen’s story and ask students 
to discuss, reflect on, write about 
or illustrate insights and thoughts  

• How can one person’s actions 
affect individuals, groups and 
communities?

• What responsibility do 
individuals, groups and/or 
communities have to Canada’s 
veterans? 

• What inspires you to act on 
ideas that are important to 
you?

A Letter of Reflection with fillable 
fields is also provided on the last 
page of the HONOUR LEARN 
REMEMBER Student Resource 
Booklet. 

Instructions for sharing these 
letters digitally or by mail, along 
with permission forms, are 
provided on page 29 of this 
resource. 
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Activities reference the use of online bulletin board, 
brainstorming and content creation tools and apps. 

Padlet, found at https://padlet.com/, is a virtual wall that allows 
sharing of images, videos, documents, text on a common topic. 

Whiteboard by Kahoot, accessed at https://whiteboard.fi/ provides 
students with individual digital whiteboards that can be viewed in real 

time to draw, write text and more. 

Mentimeter lets you create and share real-time polls, quizzes, word 
clouds and Q&As. Find it at www.mentimeter.com.

Canva, accessed at www.canva.com/education/, allows students 
to demonstrate learning through formats like group projects, videos, 

posters and more.

https://padlet.com/
https://whiteboard.fi/
http://www.mentimeter.com
https://www.canva.com/education/
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When students engage in 
reflective thinking, they learn to be 
explicitly aware of their learning. 
They build skills that enable them 
to assess what they know, what 
they need to know and how they 
will bridge that gap.

The reflections that students 
complete after their experiences 
with the No Stone Left Alone 
program involve critical thinking 
processes. The critical thinking 
involved in these reflections 
ask them to analyze and make 
judgments about their experiences 
and identify what they would like 
to know more about. 

WHY AND HOW WE REMEMBER 
encourages students to make 
connections to the lived 
experiences and learnings of 
students who have previously 
participated with – and reflected 
on – No Stone Left Alone events. 
The activities in this section are 
used to build context for students 
around those connections. 

Although the activities that follow 
are designed to be implemented 
in a pre-learning context, 
suggestions for implementing 
after students participate with 
No Stone Left Alone are also 
included. 

When we remember, 
our remembrance   

is shifting from not just 
First World War … but into 
more comprehensive services 
by Canadians in many,  
many areas.

Vernon Morning Star, B.C. Online

Building Understandings
and Context

Stories and experiences that connect concepts 
such as symbolism, place, community, cooperation 
and conflict to the No Stone Left Alone program as 
well as to personal and real-life examples engage 
students, provide authentic learning contexts and 

reinforce critical and creative thinking skills.

Student reflections from previous years form the basis 
for activities that are designed to be implemented before 

students participate in a No Stone Left Alone event. 

   WHY AND HOW WE REMEMBER
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Concept/Mind Maps
This activity can be implemented 
in a classroom or online 
environment, with:

• Poster paper, markers, post-it 
notes 

Concept/Mind Map 
template (page 34) 

• Classroom bulletin board 
space and/or a digital bulletin 
board or brainstorming app, 
such as a Jamboard, Padlet, 
Whiteboard, Mentimeter or 
Canva

1 to 2 classes

• In one class, focus on 
individual, group or class 
creation of concept/mind maps.

• In two classes, extend 
learning to explore additional 
connections, ideas and 
insights.

Curriculum Focus
CITIZENSHIP – 

IDENTITIES

COMMUNICATION

COLLABORATION

CRITICAL AND CREATIVE 
THINKING

Curriculum Areas
This activity is designed 
to be implemented and/
or adapted with multiple 
grade levels, depending on 
concepts selected for the 
concept or mind maps.  
It can support learning 
outcomes that develop and/
or reinforce concepts and 
skills in:
• Social Studies/ History
• Language Arts

Students are often asked 
to start with the concept of 
“remembrance” approaching 
Remembrance Day events. 

Encourage students to share 
their understandings of what 
“remembrance” can mean to 
them, but expand their thinking 
by asking them to then make 
connections to other concepts:

• Symbols – why do symbols 
of remembrance matter and 
how are they connected to 
other concepts, such as place, 
citizenship, identities and 
stories? 

• Community – how is 
remembrance connected to 
community? 

• Cooperation – when and 
how are acts of remembrance 
connected to acts of 
cooperation?

• Conflict – why does 
remembrance come from 
conflicts that have happened 
in the past as well as those that 
are happening today? 

Use the concept or mind 
map to have students – either 
individually, in small groups 
or as a class – construct and 
share their understanding and 
draw out connections between 
remembrance and these other 
concepts. 

• Use arrows to illustrate links 
between concepts

• Add keywords, phrases, 
sentences around each 
concept to explain connections 
or relationships

Students can first be asked to 
brainstorm and generate a list 
of words, phrases and ideas. 
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They can then sort the ideas 
from their lists into groups that 
make sense to them. 

Connections can be identified 
with colours or simple icons.  

• Use sketches to enhance the 
connections being illustrated 

• Add questions to identify ideas 
that could be explored further 

Students can generate 
their own individual lists 
and then share with a 

group or in a guided whole class 
setting to construct the concept 
or mind map. 

Alternatively, individual students 
can be asked to use post-it notes 
to brainstorm and contribute at 
least one idea, and the class 
collaborate to sort and connect 
the ideas on a classroom poster 
or digital bulletin board.

Students can use 
the Concept/Mind 
Map template to plan 

contributions to group or class 
efforts, or to create individual 
versions.

Individual or small group students 
can be invited to share their 
concept or mind maps and 
use the sharing as a learning 
opportunity to elaborate or add 
new ideas to their own maps after 
listening to others’ ideas. 

Students can be asked to 
return to their concept or 
mind maps after the No 

Stone Left Alone event, adding   
up to three ideas – what they 
learned, what surprised them  
and/or what they would like to 
know more about. 

Assess students’ 
understandings by 
having them complete 

an individual concept or mind 
map, replacing the concept of 
remembrance with a big idea 
such as citizenship, identities, 
democracy, globalization or 
nationalism. 

Use the same branching concepts 
of symbols, community, service, 
cooperation and conflict. Write a 
reflection that compares ideas, 
insights and examples in their 
concept maps with those centred 
on the concept of remembrance. 

symbols

remembrance community

cooperation
service

conflict

Discussion and/or 
reflection questions can 
make connections back 
to curriculum content.

How can acts of 
remembrance create 
a sense of belonging? 
Why do you think this?

In what contexts do you think 
remembrance connects 

people to their communities?

Why do you think the 
concept of remembrance is 
important in a democracy? 

What local, national or 
global organizations are 

you aware of that support 
or promote remembrance?

What role can international 
bodies play in encouraging 

cooperation and 
promoting peace? 
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Guiding questions provide a focus for students that can emphasize inquiry processes, 
open-ended exploration and independent or guided research. Guiding questions 

can call students’ attention to key concepts and details without being prescriptive. 
Guiding questions can also serve as a model for the creation of student-generated 
questions for further research as well as a starting point for focused conversations.

The WHY AND HOW 
WE REMEMBER student 
learning sources are 

developed to support varying 
reading and conceptual levels and 
should be supported according 
to the needs and interests of your 
curriculum and students.  

Introduce the WHY AND HOW 
WE REMEMBER learning sources 
to students. 

These learning sources are 
centred on a series of four 
guiding questions:

• Why are symbols used for 
remembrance?

• How can places represent 
remembrance?

• How do veterans strengthen 
communities and democracy? 

• Why do acts of remembrance 
matter? 

Each WHY AND HOW WE 
REMEMBER learning source 
is designed around a two-
part structure that encourages 
students to build understandings 
of the “why” of both acts of 
service and acts of remembrance:

One: A student excerpt – in their 
own words – including reflections 
and illustrations 

These excerpts are drawn  
from reflection letters shared by 
students from a range of grade 
levels – with their permission 
– who have participated in No 
Stone Left Alone events. 

Curriculum Focus
CITIZENSHIP – HISTORY, 

IDENTITIES, PLACE

INFORMATION LITERACY  
– RESEARCH 

COMMUNICATION

COLLABORATION

PERSONAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND 

GROWTH

Curriculum Areas
This activity is designed 
to be implemented and/
or adapted with Grades 5  
to 9 students, depending on 
the activity options selected 
and the time allocated for 
searching, organizing and 
analyzing research. 
It can support learning 
outcomes that develop and/
or reinforce concepts and 
skills in:
• Social Studies/ History
• Language Arts
• Community or 

Leadership programs

This activity can be implemented 
in a classroom or online 
environment, with:

• WHY AND HOW WE 
REMEMBER student learning 
sources 

KWHL chart template 
(page 36) 

Making Connections 
template (page 37) 

Sphere of Influence 
template (page 40)

• Additional online resources, 
referenced in Activity Options

• Classroom bulletin board 
space and/or a digital 
bulletin board or app, such 
as a Jamboard, Padlet, 
Whiteboard, Mentimeter, 
Canva  

2 to 4 classes

• In two classes, 
introduce students to the 
guiding questions and 
learning sources appropriate 
for your grade level and 
curriculum. Select one of the 
Activity Options with which to 
implement the sources.  

• In three to four classes, extend 
the learning by combining 
Activity Options. 

Remembrance Sources
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Two: Story and text excerpts 
connected to symbols and places 
of remembrance, impact on 
communities, conflicts, world war 
and peacekeeping examples as 
well as examples of the historical 
and contemporary service of 
Canadian veterans

This series of WHY AND 
HOW WE REMEMBER 
learning sources can be 

implemented with a variety of 
learning approaches and contexts. 

Select and/or adapt one or more 
of the activities that follow to best 
meet the needs of your students, 
grade level and curriculum.

Government of Canada 
webpages provide background 
information that can be 
shared with students, either 
as independent research or 
as guided exploration and 
discussion. Decisions about the 
use of these online resources 
should be made to best meet the 
learning needs and contexts of 
students. All should be previewed 
and planned.

People and stories, found 
at www.veterans.gc.ca/
eng/remembrance/

people-and-stories/, provide 
links to various profiles, linked 
to the conflicts or situations in 
which veterans have served. 
Some of these links include 
Black Canadians in Uniform, 
Indigenous Veterans, Women and 
Chinese Canadians. 

Other websites provide 
additional information on 
Indigenous and Asian 

Canadian veterans. An article 
about Indigenous War Heroes 
from the Legion Magazine 
can be accessed at https://
legionmagazine.com/en/2019/11/
indigenous-war-heroes/. 

Find Asian Canadians and 
Canada’s Military on the 
Canadian War Museum website 
at www.warmuseum.ca/learn/
asian-canadians-and-canadas-
military/. Find Indigenous 
Stories at www.warmuseum.ca/
remembrance-day/#/theme/917/. 

The From Vimy to 
Juno: Canadians 
through Two World 

Wars provides several online 
galleries that include photos, 
testimonies and other artifacts 
and stories of Canada’s history. 
Find this resource at https://
museumvimytojuno.ca/
en. A gallery on Indigenous 
Involvement in the World 
Wars can be found at https://
museumvimytojuno.ca/en/
articles/indigenous-involvement-
world-wars. 

Battles and stages, found 
at www.veterans.gc.ca/
eng/remembrance/

battles-and-stages/#wb-bnr, 
profiles Canada’s victories, losses, 
and defining moments in conflicts 
around the world. 

Additional student reflections 
are shared on the No Stone 
Left Alone website at www.
nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/tag/
Student+Reflection. 

CIVIX Canada, accessed 
at https://civix.ca/
home/, provides election 

resources for every provincial and 
federal election that help explain 
voting rights and our political 
system. These resources can 
be used to explore the role that 
elections play to the freedoms 
that were fought for by Canadian 
veterans; as well as the fight 
that continues in some places 
to obtain the right to vote in a 
democracy. 

ACTIVITY OPTION ONE: 
SHARE BOARD

Have students work 
individually or with a small group 
to select a guiding question that 
interests them and explore the 
learning sources for their guiding 
question. 

Create a classroom or digital 
bulletin board with an area 
for each of the four guiding 
questions. 

A jigsaw or carousel 
strategy can be used to 
have students focus on 

specific guiding questions in the 
WHY AND HOW WE REMEMBER 
learning sources. Students 
focus on one of the guiding 
questions, complete the questions 
and explore the sources to 
become “experts.” They then 
are responsible for sharing their 
learning on the board. 

After students have explored 
and responded to the questions 
and additional sources in each 
learning source, have them record 
ideas, insights and examples 
under each guiding question. 

Revisit the classroom or 
digital bulletin board after 
their own participation in 

the No Stone Left Alone event. 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/people-and-stories/
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/people-and-stories/
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/people-and-stories/
https://legionmagazine.com/en/2019/11/indigenous-war-heroes/
https://legionmagazine.com/en/2019/11/indigenous-war-heroes/
https://legionmagazine.com/en/2019/11/indigenous-war-heroes/
https://www.warmuseum.ca/learn/asian-canadians-and-canadas-military/
https://www.warmuseum.ca/learn/asian-canadians-and-canadas-military/
https://www.warmuseum.ca/learn/asian-canadians-and-canadas-military/
https://www.warmuseum.ca/remembrance-day/#/theme/917/
https://www.warmuseum.ca/remembrance-day/#/theme/917/
https://museumvimytojuno.ca/en
https://museumvimytojuno.ca/en
https://museumvimytojuno.ca/en
https://museumvimytojuno.ca/en/articles/indigenous-involvement-world-wars
https://museumvimytojuno.ca/en/articles/indigenous-involvement-world-wars
https://museumvimytojuno.ca/en/articles/indigenous-involvement-world-wars
https://museumvimytojuno.ca/en/articles/indigenous-involvement-world-wars
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/battles-and-stages/#wb-bnr
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/battles-and-stages/#wb-bnr
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/battles-and-stages/#wb-bnr
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/tag/Student+Reflection
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/tag/Student+Reflection
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/tag/Student+Reflection
https://civix.ca/home/
https://civix.ca/home/
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ACTIVITY OPTION TWO: 
FIND OUT MORE/ KWHL 
CHART 

Select and provide one or more 
of the WHY AND HOW WE 
REMEMBER learning sources 
for individual students. Have 
them respond to the questions 
embedded in the learning source. 

Use the Find Out More feature 
also embedded in the WHY 
AND HOW WE REMEMBER 
learning sources to explore 
additional sources of information. 
Alternatively, focus on the specific 
guiding question(s) that best 
support your curriculum and 
students. 

Ask students to construct their 
own response to the guiding 
question, along with questions 
that they would like to know 
or find out more about. Share 
or post these questions for 
further exploration after students 
participate in the No Stone Left 
Alone event. 

Use a graphic organizer 
such as a four-column 
KWHL Chart (What I 

Know, What I Want to Know More 
About, How I Will Learn More, 
What I Learned) to structure 
and organize individual student 
thinking and work. 

Select one of the learning 
sources to introduce and 
model with students. 

Respond to the embedded 
questions as a class and explore 
the Find out More sources 
together. Guide students back to 
the guiding question and use it to 
discuss how participation in No 
Stone Left Alone event connects 
to the guiding question in the 
learning source you explored.  

   ACTIVITY OPTION 
THREE: HEAD, HEART, 
CONSCIENCE

Use a Head, Heart, Conscience 
strategy to have students think 
about, reflect on and process 
meanings they associate with the 
concepts of remembrance and 
service. 

Introduce the strategy by 
revisiting or reviewing what 
Remembrance Day means to 
students. Depending on your 
classroom context and grade 
level, you may choose to share 
some background with students. 

The webpage Why 
Remember? from 
Veterans Canada can be 

drawn from to share with students 
as background and context for 
Remembrance Day. Find this 
webpage at www.veterans.gc.ca/
eng/remembrance/
history/a-day-of-remembrance/
why. 

Whom Should We 
Remember? found at 
www.veterans.gc.ca/

eng/remembrance/history/a-day-
of-remembrance/whom provides 
a perspective of the different 
conflicts in which Canadians have 
served. 

Ask students to respond to 
question prompts selected and/
or adapted from the following 
examples: 

Head: 

1. What information do you know 
about this event? 

2. What information is confirmed? 
What remains uncertain? 
Are there any facts that are 
contested? 

3. What additional information 
would you like to have to help 
you understand the event 
better? 

Heart: 

1. What emotions does this event 
raise for you? 

2. Are there particular moments, 
images, or stories that stand 
out to you? If so, why?

Conscience: 

1. What questions about fairness, 
equity, or justice does this 
event raise for you? 

2. What choices did key figures 
make, and what values may 
have guided those choices? 

3. How were people impacted 
by this event? Are there 
people who should be held 
accountable? If so, how?

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/a-day-of-remembrance/why
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/a-day-of-remembrance/why
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/a-day-of-remembrance/why
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/a-day-of-remembrance/why
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/a-day-of-remembrance/
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/a-day-of-remembrance/
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/a-day-of-remembrance/
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Centre this activity on the 
WHY AND HOW WE 
REMEMBER learning 

sources and ask them to reflect 
on a selected learning source 
using the following prompts:

Head: 

What information did you learn 
from this source? What questions 
do you still have? 

Heart: 

What emotions does this source 
raise for you? What aspect of the 
source stands out to you the most 
and why?

Conscience: 

What questions about right or 
wrong, fairness or injustice, does 
this source raise for you?

Students can also be asked to 
create their own icons for each 
of the Head, Heart, Conscience 
groups of questions and their 
responses.

 ACTIVITY OPTION 
FOUR: CONNECT-
EXTEND-CHALLENGE

Provide selected learning sources 
to students, encouraging them 
to use the sources in a Connect-
Extend-Challenge format, 
focusing on one or more concepts 
such as the following:

• Remembrance
• Community
• Cooperation
• Conflict
• Democracy
• Identities

Connect: 

How do the ideas and information 
in this learning source connect to 
what you already know about ... ?

Extend: 

How does this learning source 
extend or broaden your thinking 
about ... ?

Challenge: 

Does this learning source 
challenge or complicate your 
understanding of ... ? What new 
questions does it raise for you?

After students have 
completed their 
responses, debrief the 

activity with paired or whole-group 
discussions to reinforce both 
students’ understanding of the 
content and their reflections on 
the learning process.

This activity can be 
expanded by connecting 
it to additional resources, 

such as the critical challenges 
related to identity, citizenship 
and democracy provided by the 
Critical Thinking Consortium 
at https://tc2.ca/en/creative-
collaborative-critical-thinking/
resources/cc-critical-challenges/. 

ACTIVITY OPTION 
FIVE: REMEMBRANCE 
TIMELINE

Use selected learning sources 
and work with students to identify 
and highlight significant dates 
that relate to Remembrance Day. 
These dates could be focused 
on wars, battles and conflicts 
referenced in the learning 
sources. 

Alternatively, students can focus 
on dates that are connected to 
individual veterans.

Create a “remembrance” timeline 
that includes brief descriptions 
of the events or individual 
contributions or honours as 
well as sketches, images or 
illustrations.

No Stone Left Alone 
shares an overview of the 
Final 100 Days of World 

War 1, leading to November 11, 
1914. 

Depending on the learning 
needs of your students and 
curriculum, these entries can 
be used to create a timeline of 
the contributions of Canadian 
veterans. 

Find these blog posts at www.
nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/tag/
The+Final+100+Days.

Head, Heart, Conscience and Connect-
Extend-Challenge activities adapted from 
the Facing History Content Team: www.
facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-
strategies/head-heart-conscience and www.
facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-
strategies/connect-extend-challenge 

https://tc2.ca/en/creative-collaborative-critical-thinking/resources/cc-critical-challenges/
https://tc2.ca/en/creative-collaborative-critical-thinking/resources/cc-critical-challenges/
https://tc2.ca/en/creative-collaborative-critical-thinking/resources/cc-critical-challenges/
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/tag/The+Final+100+Days
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/tag/The+Final+100+Days
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/tag/The+Final+100+Days
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/head-heart-conscience
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/head-heart-conscience
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/head-heart-conscience
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/connect-extend-challenge
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/connect-extend-challenge
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Discussion and/or reflection questions can make 
connections back to curriculum content.

In what ways can individuals support people who have 
served? In what ways can communities support them?

Why is it important to make personal connections to 
the service provided by veterans from our community 

or from other communities across Canada?

What activities that you, your family or your friends participate in – 
or things you take for granted that are part of everyday life – might 
give you some insight into conditions that veterans encountered 

as they served in conflicts or wars? (Encourage students to 
consider an activity like camping but without any additional items 

like sleeping bags, extra clothing or access to electronics.) 

Assess students’ 
understandings by having 
them apply their learning 

in the Head, Heart, Conscience 
or Connect-Extend-Challenge 
activities to a graphic organizer 
such as a Making Connections 
Chart or a Sphere of Influence 
Chart.

Identify concepts, facts or 
opinions from the WHY AND 
HOW WE REMEMBER learning 
sources on which to focus. Use 
these as the focus for the charts 
that students complete.  

Use a Making 
Connections Chart to 
have students connect 

their learning to concepts in your 
curriculum. 

Use a Sphere of 
Influence Chart to have 
students explore their 

own connections to veterans’ 
service in their community, their 
province, to Canada and globally. 
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Visiting the cemetery 
and actively 

participating in this 
ceremony was a highly 
impactful learning event that 
allowed students to connect 
curriculum to relevant and 
meaningful real-life 
experiences.

CTV News Winnipeg Manitoba Online

Connecting Concepts to 
Experiences

When students make connections, they are involved 
in the process of connecting prior knowledge to 
new knowledge and experiences. This process 

encourages students to relate what they do, 
experience, read and view to themselves, to the 
world around them and to what they have done, 

experienced, read and viewed previously.

Students build on prior experiences to construct 
new knowledge and deeper understandings and 

make meaning of the world around them.

   SAY THEIR NAME

Students need relevance and 
authenticity in their learning. The 
No Stone Left Alone program 
takes the classroom into the real 
world, the local community and a 
global context.

When students make connections 
between past events and present 
experiences, learning becomes 
more relevant.

When students can personalize 
their experiences to familiar 
contexts, such as the age, family, 
community and service of a 
veteran, it can also bring meaning 
to their learning.

In every cemetery, each 
headstone tells a unique story. 
Students visit local cemeteries 
with No Stone Left Alone and 
honour veterans who have 
passed through the hands-on and 
personal act of placing a poppy 
on their headstone. Students 
read the veteran’s name out loud 
to consider their service and 
sacrifice.

It gets the students 
away from the 

classroom where they’re 
reading about this, to 
actually looking at the 
gravestones, reading about 
the veteran, understanding 
what they did, how old they 
were, and honouring them.

CTV News Winnipeg Manitoba Online
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SAY THEIR NAME encourages 
students to see the veterans 
they honour as more than just 
a name – but also as family 
members, friends, neighbours 
and fellow citizens. The activities 
in this section are intended to 
be implemented after students 
have participated in the No Stone 
Left Alone event. However, if the 
context permits, these activities 
can also be implemented before 
the event. 

After students have 
participated with a No 
Stone Left Alone event, 

students are encouraged to 
write and illustrate a reflection in 
response to their experience.  

Students can be asked to 
complete these reflections at any 
point in the following activities. 
Reflections can be completed 
immediately after the event, as 
a starting point for additional 
research or as a culminating 
learning task. 

If you have not already 
shared the story of 
Maureen Purvis, the 

founder of No Stone Left Alone, 
invite students to reflect on what 
inspired her. 

As students participate in these 
activities, challenge them to 
reflect on what inspires them 
to make their own acts of 
remembrance. 

Find her story described on the 
No Stone Left Alone website at 
www.nostoneleftalone.ca/about-
nsla. The story is also provided 
in the first pages of the HONOUR 
LEARN REMEMBER Student 
Resource Booklet.

https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/about-nsla
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/about-nsla
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Students can process their No 
Stone Left Alone experience by 
first creating a graffiti board. 

Graffiti boards are a whole class 
or group cooperative strategy in 
which students are encouraged 
to silently represent their ideas 
about a topic or experience with 
words, phrases, sketches and/or 
illustrations on a shared space. 

Establish this space in the 
classroom and cover it with chart 
paper. Alternatively, a whiteboard 
or online bulletin board space can 
be used. 

Guide students to share their 
thinking and reflections with initial 
questions such as the following, 
selected and adapted to best 
meet the needs of your grade 
level, students and curriculum:

• What did you hear, see and 
touch?

• What did you most connect 
with?

• What affected you most?

• What surprised you most? 

• What were you most proud 
of? 

• What is one important thing 
you learned? 

• If you were given the 
opportunity, what would you 
do to contribute to No Stone 
Left Alone?

Students can be asked 
to use a See-Think-
Wonder-Connect graphic 

organizer to reflect on their 
experience. Use the headings 
in the graphic organizer or have 
students create their own. Use 
the centre box in the graphic 
organizer to make connections 
between their reflections and 
curriculum concepts. 

Curriculum Focus
CITIZENSHIP – 

IDENTITIES

CRITICAL AND CREATIVE 
THINKING

COLLABORATION

COMMUNICATION

PERSONAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND 

GROWTH

Curriculum Areas
This activity is designed 
to be implemented and/
or adapted with Grades 5 
to 9 students, depending 
on the questions students 
are asked to explore as 
part of the creation of a 
graffiti board as well as the 
curricular focus selected.  
It can support learning 
outcomes that develop and/
or reinforce concepts and 
skills in:
• Social Studies/ History
• Language Arts
• Art

Graffiti Remembrance 
Board
This activity can be implemented 
in a classroom or online 
environment, with:

• Poster paper, markers, post-it 
notes 

• Student generated 
illustrations, images, photos 
from the No Stone Left Alone 
event

• Classroom bulletin board 
space and/or a digital 
bulletin board or app, such 
as a Jamboard, Padlet, 
Whiteboard, Mentimeter, 
Canva 

See-Think-Wonder-
Connect template (page 
39) 

1 to 2 classes

• In one class, 
focus on the creation and 
development of a graffiti 
board centred on students’ 
experiences with the No Stone 
Left Alone event.  

• In two classes, extend 
the learning by providing 
opportunities for students 
to share their experiences, 
insights and learning with their 
parents or family members, 
or their school or broader 
community. 
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These questions can 
also form the basis for 
sharing with the whole 

school or broader community. 
Different grade levels can partner 
to discuss and share insights and 
experiences. Older students can 
connect with younger students 
from other schools. 

To make more concrete 
connections between 
the pre-learning activities 

implemented before the No Stone 
Left Alone event, students can 
be asked to revisit the guiding 
questions from Section 1: WHY 
AND HOW WE REMEMBER as 
part of their graffiti boards:

• Why are symbols used for 
remembrance?

• How can places represent 
remembrance?

• How do veterans strengthen 
communities and democracy? 

• Why do acts of remembrance 
matter? 

Invite students to record key 
words, phrase, sketches or 
illustrations, sentences either 
directly on the graffiti board or by 
brainstorming first on post-it notes. 
Or, if appropriate, students can 
also add any photos available to 
them from their participation in the 
No Stone Left Alone event.

Remind students that they must 
be silent while they are sharing 
their ideas – the sharing occurs 
through what they are comfortable 
writing or illustrating on the board. 

• Organize students into groups 
that take turns recording their 
reactions, thoughts, insights 
and ideas on the graffiti board. 

• Adapt a stand-and-share 
strategy to organize students. 
When students are ready 
to share, ask them to stand 

by their desks or tables in 
the classroom. Call on them 
individually, in pairs or in small 
groups to share on the board. 
Be sensitive to students’ who 
have family members who 
serve or have served.   

Student shares may be slow 
at first; remind them to be 
patient as ideas and insights 
are recorded. Students may 
also find that ideas shared by 
classmates can spark their 
own thinking. 

• Discuss whether they 
are comfortable making 
connections on the board 
by drawing lines or arrows 
between their and other’s 
ideas. 

The concepts on the graffiti board 
make a useful springboard for a 
discussion or reflections. Consider 
starting a conversation by asking 
students to summarize what they 
see or what they notice about 
areas of similarity or differences.

Alternatively, use a 
gallery walk strategy 
to have students create 

their graffiti boards. Have students 
work in groups and use post-it 
notes to record information and 
create or select images for their 
graffiti boards. Display each 
group’s boards in an area of the 
classroom. Have groups rotate to 
each board. 

Discuss and debrief with 
questions such as:

• What can you add to your own 
understandings, based on 
what you learned from your 
classmates?

• What new questions or 
wonders do you have after 
viewing your classmates’ 
boards? 

Model examples of 
responses and reflections 
after the No Stone Left 

Alone experience by sharing 
some of your own insights first. 
Use key words and phrases or 
simple sketches as a starting point 
on a classroom graffiti board. 

Guide students to share their own 
responses and insights by posing 
one question or prompt at a time. 

Provide more structure by 
selecting questions to spark 
thinking and reflection and posing 
each question on a separate 
chart. 

Organize students in groups and 
have them rotate through each 
chart. Alternatively, have students 
select or place post-it notes on 
two questions that resonate most 
with them for which they share 
their insights and ideas. 

Assess students’ 
collaborative skills 
by observing their 

contributions to the graffiti walls 
and/or participation in the gallery 
walk. Collect their See-Think-
Wonder-Connect charts to assess 
the connections they identify 
between their experience with the 
No Stone Left Alone event and 
concepts in your curriculum, such 
as community, place, service or 
contributions.  

This assessment can also be 
expanded by having students use 
the graffiti boards as a project-
based starting point for creating a 
video or TikTok that summarizes 
connections to their learning, 
identifies what inspired them and/
or focuses on how their thinking 
has changed.
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Have students record their 
personal reflections and 
responses to the No Stone Left 
Alone event on coloured index 
cards. Obtain their permission to 
share. 

Arrange their reflection cards 
to create an image or a word 
art display – centred on a word 
such as peace, service, sacrifice, 
remember, honour – in the 
classroom or as part of a school or 
community display.

Curriculum Focus
CRITICAL AND CREATIVE 

THINKING

COLLABORATION

COMMUNICATION

PERSONAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND 

GROWTH

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Curriculum Areas
This activity is designed 
to be implemented and/
or adapted with Grades 5  
to 9 students, depending on 
the concept selected for the 
word art display.  
It can support learning 
outcomes that develop and/
or reinforce concepts and 
skills in:
• Social Studies/ History
• Language Arts
• Art
• Community or 

Leadership programs

Word Art 
Commemoration
This activity can be implemented 
in a classroom or online 
environment, with:

• Coloured index cards, markers 

• Student generated 
illustrations, images, photos 
from the No Stone Left Alone 
event

• Classroom bulletin board 
space and/or a digital 
bulletin board or app, such 
as a Jamboard, Padlet, 
Whiteboard, Mentimeter, 
Canva 

1 class

• In one class, provide 
time for students to reflect on 
their experience with the No 
Stone Left Alone event and 
create their word art cards.  

Discussion and/or 
reflection questions can 
make connections back 
to curriculum content.

In what ways is your 
word art display a symbol 

of remembrance?

What other events, 
individuals, or groups 
should we remember? 
Why do you think this? 

What is the best way 
to remember?

What are the responsibilities 
of citizens to promote peace? 

To promote service? 
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Students can synthesize what they have learned about a historical moment, an 
individual, group of individuals, or even an idea through inquiry and research 

that provides them with opportunities to personally encounter history.

Students personalize and bring 
meaning to their experience 
when they say the name of the 
veteran or veterans they honour 
at a No Stone Left Alone event. 
Challenge students to complete 
a mini-research project, digging 
deeper into the life and service of 
this veteran.

Alternatively, students 
can use their personal 
family or community 

connections to select a veteran to 
remember and honour. 

The previous graffiti wall and word 
art activities can help establish 
a context, focus and/or starting 
point for student research into a 
veteran. 

Provide students with the SAY 
THEIR NAME Research Guide 
handouts. The guide includes 
templates and suggested 
weblinks that can support student 
research. Many of these internet 
sources are also listed throughout 
this activity section. 

The templates in the SAY 
THEIR NAME Research 
Guide can be levelled 

to meet different learning needs 
and grade level requirements. 
For example, students may be 
provided with the templates and 
suggested weblinks that focus 
on “who” the veteran was, “what” 
they contributed and “where” they 
lived and served. 

Curriculum Focus
CITIZENSHIP – HISTORY, 

IDENTITIES, PLACE

INFORMATION LITERACY  
– TECHNOLOGY, 

RESEARCH 

CRITICAL AND CREATIVE 
THINKING

COMMUNICATION

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Curriculum Areas
This activity is designed 
to be implemented and/
or adapted with Grades 5  
to 9 students, depending on 
the activity options selected 
and the time allocated for 
searching, organizing and 
analyzing research.  
It can support learning 
outcomes that develop and/
or reinforce concepts and 
skills in:
• Social Studies/ History
• Language Arts

Research Profiles
This activity can be implemented 
in a classroom or online 
environment, with:

• SAY THEIR NAME Research 
Guide student learning 
sources 

Identity Chart template 
(page 35) 

Bubble Chart template 
(page 33)

Making Inferences Chart 
template (page 38)

• Additional online resources, 
referenced in Activity Options

• Classroom bulletin board 
space and/or a digital 
bulletin board or app, such 
as a Jamboard, Padlet, 
Whiteboard, Mentimeter, 
Canva 

2 to 4 classes

• In two classes, 
introduce students to the 
SAY THEIR NAME Research 
Guide sections appropriate 
for your grade level and 
curriculum. Select one of the 
Activity Options for student 
research.  

• In three to four classes, extend 
the learning by combining 
Activity Options or by having 
students dig deeper into the 
life and service of their veteran. 
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Students who require additional 
challenges or who can dig 
deeper can focus on the “what” 
their veteran contributed, adding 
historical information and sources. 

Depending on your 
students, community 
and curriculum, students 

may use the SAY THEIR NAME 
Research Guide handouts before 
they participate in the No Stone 
Left Alone event. 

There are several resources 
that can supplement the 
research profiles that students 
develop. Some of these are also 
embedded in the SAY THEIR 
NAME Research Guide. 

The Canadian Virtual 
War Memorial (CVWM) 
is a registry to honour 

and remember the sacrifices of 
the more than 118 000 Canadians 
and Newfoundlanders who, 
since Confederation, have given 
their lives serving in uniform. 
The names of fallen soldiers 
found in the CVWM are also 
inscribed in the seven Books 
of Remembrance. Students can 
search for veterans by name 
and refine by cemetery and war. 
Find this at www.veterans.gc.ca/
eng/remembrance/memorials/
canadian-virtual-war-memorial. 
Some entries include digital files. 

Students can also 
search for memorials in 
the Canadian Military 

Memorials Database, found 
at www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/
remembrance/memorials/
national-inventory-canadian-
memorials. Students can use this 
database to explore ways that 
veterans and those who have 
served Canada are remembered.  

Heroes Remembered 
provides links to 
resources about 

Canadian veterans in Korea, 
La force francophone, First 
World War Audio Archives and 
Chinese-Canadian Veterans 
at www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/
remembrance/those-who-served/
heroes-remember. 

The Faces of Peace – 
Canadian Peacekeepers, 
found at www.veterans.

gc.ca/eng/remembrance/
classroom/faces-of-peace, can 
provide some insight into the 
service of peacekeepers and their 
sacrifices. 

The Canadian War 
Museum also provides 
some information 

and weblinks in Canada and 
Peacekeeping Operations at 
www.warmuseum.ca/learn/
canada-and-peacekeeping-
operations/. 

Wars and operations, 
found at https://www.
canada.ca/en/services/

defence/caf/militaryhistory/
wars-operations.html, provides 
links to webpages focused on 
wars, operations and situations 
that the Canadian military has 
participated in. Webpages include 
original documents, historic sites, 
historical summaries and films.

The following teacher 
lesson plans can also 
be integrated into the 

activities that are selected. 
These lesson plans, searchable 
by age group and war/conflict, 
can be accessed on the 
Veteran’s Canada webpage 
at www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/
remembrance/classroom.

This activity can be 
supplemented with 
literature sources.
Picture books can be 

used with students at any 
grade level to support 

diverse learning needs. 
Find a list of picture 

books that can be used 
to explore remembrance 
and war in Picture books 

are for everyone on 
Remembrance Day at https://

brainninjas.ca/books-for-
remembrance-day/. 

Novels and stories can evoke 
emotions and encourage 

students to empathize with 
historical events and contexts 

they are learning about. A 
few examples follow. Novels 

and stories can be read 
aloud to any grade level. 

The War that Saved My Life 
and The War I Finally Won by 

Kimberly Brubaker Bradley

Fly Boy by Eric Walters

Innocent Heroes: Stories of 
Animals in the First World 

War by Sigmund W. Bouwer

Sadako and the 
Thousand Paper Cranes 

by Eleanor Coerr 

Find more books in 11 
Canadian books for 

children and young adults 
to read to commemorate 

Remembrance Day at 
www.cbc.ca/books/11-
canadian-books-for-

children-and-young-adults-
to-read-to-commemorate-

remembrance-
day-1.5352650.

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/national-inventory-canadian-memorials
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/national-inventory-canadian-memorials
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/national-inventory-canadian-memorials
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/national-inventory-canadian-memorials
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-served/heroes-remember
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-served/heroes-remember
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-served/heroes-remember
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/classroom/faces-of-peace
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/classroom/faces-of-peace
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/classroom/faces-of-peace
https://www.warmuseum.ca/learn/canada-and-peacekeeping-operations/
https://www.warmuseum.ca/learn/canada-and-peacekeeping-operations/
https://www.warmuseum.ca/learn/canada-and-peacekeeping-operations/
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/defence/caf/militaryhistory/wars-operations.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/defence/caf/militaryhistory/wars-operations.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/defence/caf/militaryhistory/wars-operations.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/defence/caf/militaryhistory/wars-operations.html
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/classroom
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/classroom
https://brainninjas.ca/books-for-remembrance-day/
https://brainninjas.ca/books-for-remembrance-day/
https://brainninjas.ca/books-for-remembrance-day/
https://www.cbc.ca/books/11-canadian-books-for-children-and-young-adults-to-read-to-commemorate-remembrance-day-1.5352650
https://www.cbc.ca/books/11-canadian-books-for-children-and-young-adults-to-read-to-commemorate-remembrance-day-1.5352650
https://www.cbc.ca/books/11-canadian-books-for-children-and-young-adults-to-read-to-commemorate-remembrance-day-1.5352650
https://www.cbc.ca/books/11-canadian-books-for-children-and-young-adults-to-read-to-commemorate-remembrance-day-1.5352650
https://www.cbc.ca/books/11-canadian-books-for-children-and-young-adults-to-read-to-commemorate-remembrance-day-1.5352650
https://www.cbc.ca/books/11-canadian-books-for-children-and-young-adults-to-read-to-commemorate-remembrance-day-1.5352650
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ACTIVITY OPTION ONE: 
MEMORY WALL 

Use the SAY THEIR 
NAME Research Guide to create 
a digital, classroom, school or 
community memory wall with 
profiles of individual veterans, 
including where and when they 
served. 

Have students discuss and decide 
how to honour the veterans they 
have researched, considering 
information such as:

• The veteran’s name and 
community background, 
including what they did before 
they joined the military

• Where and when they served

• Any other details available 
through their research 

One of the mandate’s of 
the Juno Beach Centre in 
Normandy, France is the 

“transmission of memory.” Discuss 
this concept with your students 
and what it means in the context 
of the memory wall activity. 
Explore the first-person accounts 
on their Legacy of Honour 
webpage at www.junobeach.org/
legacy-of-honour/. 

   ACTIVITY OPTION TWO: 
LETTERS AND 
POSTCARDS

Have students use their SAY 
THEIR NAME research to write a 
letter or postcard to the veteran 
they are honouring. Encourage 
students to apply what they have 
learned about this veteran from 
their research. 

Decide whether students should 
address specific concepts or 
ideas in their letters. Alternatively, 
leave the content entirely to 
students’ choice. 

Extend and connect the 
act of remembrance 
students engage in as 

part of the No Stone Left Alone 
program to the Veteran’s Affairs 
program Postcards for Peace, in 
which students write a postcard to 
a surviving veteran or serving 
member. Find information about 
this program at /www.veterans.
gc.ca/eng/remembrance/
classroom/postcard-for-peace. 

CBC Kids News also provides 
information on this program 
for students at www.cbc.ca/
kidsnews/post/kids-send-
veterans-postcards-for-
remembrance-day. 

Each year, Veterans Canada 
invites Canadian schools, 
individuals and organizations to 
make Valentines for Vets. They 
then distribute the valentines 
to Veterans in long-term care 
facilities across the country by 
February 14. Find more information 
at www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/
remembrance/classroom/
valentines-for-veterans.

Some schools and/or 
communities honour 
veterans by inviting 

students to write to, and 
contribute a photo of, family 
members who serve or have 
served. These are used to create 
a “wall of heroes” and shared with 
classes and guests. 

Discussion and/or 
reflection questions can 
make connections back 
to curriculum content.

How has your research 
helped you “put a face” to 
your act of remembrance?

In what way does your 
community connect you with 
the veteran you researched? 

How does your community 
honour its heroes? 

www.junobeach.org/legacy-of-honour/
www.junobeach.org/legacy-of-honour/
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/classroom/postcard-for-peace
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/classroom/postcard-for-peace
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/classroom/postcard-for-peace
https://www.cbc.ca/kidsnews/post/kids-send-veterans-postcards-for-remembrance-day
https://www.cbc.ca/kidsnews/post/kids-send-veterans-postcards-for-remembrance-day
https://www.cbc.ca/kidsnews/post/kids-send-veterans-postcards-for-remembrance-day
https://www.cbc.ca/kidsnews/post/kids-send-veterans-postcards-for-remembrance-day
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/classroom/valentines-for-veterans
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/classroom/valentines-for-veterans
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/classroom/valentines-for-veterans
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ACTIVITY OPTION 
THREE: IDENTITY 
CHART 

Challenge students to focus 
on identities and the historical 
aspects of the veteran they 
researched with the SAY THEIR 
NAME Research Guide in order 
to deepen their understanding 
of how past events impacted 
individuals and communities, and 
to gain new perspectives on the 
present. 

Create an identity chart focused 
on the veteran’s life and the 
context of the time and events 
through which they lived. 

This activity can also be 
used to extend student 
research to focus on 

and find out more about women 
in the wars, Canada’s black 
soldiers, Chinese-Canadian and 
Indigenous veterans. 

The following website examples 
can help you work with your 
students to learn about these 
veterans. 

People and stories, found 
at www.veterans.gc.ca/
eng/remembrance/

people-and-stories/, provide 
links to various profiles, linked 
to the conflicts or situations in 
which veterans have served. 
Some of these links include 
Black Canadians in Uniform, 
Indigenous Veterans, Women and 
Chinese Canadians.

Find Heroes Remembered – 
Chinese Canadian Veterans 
at www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/
remembrance/those-who-served/
chinese-canadian-veterans. 

Have students work in small 
groups so they can discuss the 
veterans they have researched 
and share perspectives on the 
time period and conflicts in which 
they served.  

An Identity Chart 
template is provided 
as a starting point for 

students. However, they should 
be encouraged to add lines and 
text, images or illustrations as 
they explore and find out more 
about their veteran. Images can 
include historical primary sources 
or contemporary photos of people 
or places.

Younger students could 
be provided with a 
Bubble Chart graphic 
organizer, which can 
provide a simpler format 
with which to create their 

identity charts. 

Students can be grouped 
accordingly – for example, those 
who researched veterans who 
served in World War I; World War 
II; or other conflicts. 

Model the creation of 
an identity chart using 
examples from yourself 

or from a veteran profiled on the 
No Stone Left Alone website or 
Veterans Canada website. 

Gladys (Hawkins) 
McKenzie

Female Enrolled in the 
War Emergency 
Training program 
at age of 22

Worked in a Toronto 
factory during World 
War IILearned how to 

read blueprints

Learned how to 
operate machines 
like lathes, planes 
and drills

From Moose Jaw

Grew up on a farm

Married her 
boyfriend in 1947

Passed in 2020
Became a teacher 
and taught in 
Conquest

Had 3 
brothers

Information used in exemplar from Remembering Those Who Served: My 
Grandmother’s Wartime Diary at www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-
served/diaries-letters-stories/second-world-war/my-grandmother/mckenzie and 
Winnipeg Free Press Passages at https://passages.winnipegfreepress.com/index.
php/passage-details/id-271580/MCKENZIE_GLADYS. 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/people-and-stories/
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/people-and-stories/
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/people-and-stories/
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-served/chinese-canadian-veterans
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-served/chinese-canadian-veterans
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-served/chinese-canadian-veterans
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-served/diaries-letters-stories/second-world-war/my-grandmother/mckenzie
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/those-who-served/diaries-letters-stories/second-world-war/my-grandmother/mckenzie
https://passages.winnipegfreepress.com/index.php/passage-details/id-271580/MCKENZIE_GLADYS
https://passages.winnipegfreepress.com/index.php/passage-details/id-271580/MCKENZIE_GLADYS
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Some No Stone Left Alone 
profiles you could draw on 
include: 

• Remembering Dudley 
Betram Fryer at www.
nostoneleftalone.ca/
blog2/2021/6/29/
remembering-dudley-betram-
fryer

• Herman James Good, 
VC – South Bathurst, 
New Brunswick at www.
nostoneleftalone.ca/
blog2/2018/8/7/herman-
james-good-vc-south-
bathurst-new-brunswick

• Pvt. John Croak, VC – Glace 
Bay, Nova Scotia at www.
nostoneleftalone.ca/
blog2/2018/8/5/pvt-john-
croak-vc-glace-bay-nova-
scotia

• Jean Brillant, VC – 
Assametquaghan, Quebec at 
www.nostoneleftalone.ca/
blog2/2018/8/5/jean-brillant-
vc-assametquaghan-quebec 

• Wallace Lloyd Algie, VC 
– Alton, Ontario at www.
nostoneleftalone.ca/
blog2/2018/8/2/wallace-
lloyd-algie-vc-alton-ontario

• Hugh Cairns, VC – Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan at www.
nostoneleftalone.ca/
blog2/2018/8/1/hugh-cairns-
vc-saskatoon-saskatchewan

• John MacGregor – 
Prince Rupert, British 
Columbia at https://www.
nostoneleftalone.ca/
blog2/2018/8/1/john-
macgregor-prince-rupert-
british-columbia

Several profiles of 
veterans of the Second 
World War are found in 

Witnesses to History from the 
Juno Beach Centre website at 
www.junobeach.org/canada-
in-wwii/people/witnesses-to-
history/. 

Provide an opportunity for 
students to share their identity 
charts. 

Provide guideline questions such 
as the following for students as 
they talk about the veteran they 
are profiling:

• What conflict did this veteran 
serve in? Could you infer or 
determine anything about the 
extent to which this conflict 
impacted their family or 
community?

• What are some differences 
between the world the 
veteran lived in and the world 
you live in? What are the 
similarities between the world 
this veteran experienced and 
your world?  

After students share, engage 
them further by reflecting on both 
the experiences and contributions 
of these individuals throughout 
different periods of time and the 
conflicts in which they served. 

Discussion and/or 
reflection questions can 
make connections back 
to curriculum content.

What are the similarities 
and differences between 

the identity charts 
of the veterans?

What are the similarities 
and differences between 

how veterans experienced 
the time period they lived 

through or past events 
they experienced?

How might the identities of 
the veterans have impacted 
how they experienced the 
past? (This question may 
encourage students to 

consider the challenges 
faced by black, Asian and 

Indigenous veterans.) 

Assess students’ critical 
thinking skills by having 
them complete a Making 
Inferences Chart, based 
on information they have 
gathered about their 

veteran. 

• Focus on facts about the 
conflict in which their veteran 
served and identify them in 
the chart   

• Make inferences about the 
impact of the conflict on the 
veteran, their family, their 
community as well as the 
impact of their service on 
communities, democracy and 
citizenship today  

https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2021/6/29/remembering-dudley-betram-fryer
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2021/6/29/remembering-dudley-betram-fryer
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2021/6/29/remembering-dudley-betram-fryer
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2021/6/29/remembering-dudley-betram-fryer
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2021/6/29/remembering-dudley-betram-fryer
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/7/herman-james-good-vc-south-bathurst-new-brunswick
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/7/herman-james-good-vc-south-bathurst-new-brunswick
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/7/herman-james-good-vc-south-bathurst-new-brunswick
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/7/herman-james-good-vc-south-bathurst-new-brunswick
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/7/herman-james-good-vc-south-bathurst-new-brunswick
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/5/pvt-john-croak-vc-glace-bay-nova-scotia
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/5/pvt-john-croak-vc-glace-bay-nova-scotia
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/5/pvt-john-croak-vc-glace-bay-nova-scotia
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/5/pvt-john-croak-vc-glace-bay-nova-scotia
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/5/pvt-john-croak-vc-glace-bay-nova-scotia
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/5/jean-brillant-vc-assametquaghan-quebec
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/5/jean-brillant-vc-assametquaghan-quebec
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/5/jean-brillant-vc-assametquaghan-quebec
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/2/wallace-lloyd-algie-vc-alton-ontario
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/2/wallace-lloyd-algie-vc-alton-ontario
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/2/wallace-lloyd-algie-vc-alton-ontario
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/2/wallace-lloyd-algie-vc-alton-ontario
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/1/hugh-cairns-vc-saskatoon-saskatchewan
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/1/hugh-cairns-vc-saskatoon-saskatchewan
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/1/hugh-cairns-vc-saskatoon-saskatchewan
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/1/hugh-cairns-vc-saskatoon-saskatchewan
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/1/john-macgregor-prince-rupert-british-columbia
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/1/john-macgregor-prince-rupert-british-columbia
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/1/john-macgregor-prince-rupert-british-columbia
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/1/john-macgregor-prince-rupert-british-columbia
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/blog2/2018/8/1/john-macgregor-prince-rupert-british-columbia
https://www.junobeach.org/canada-in-wwii/people/witnesses-to-history/
https://www.junobeach.org/canada-in-wwii/people/witnesses-to-history/
https://www.junobeach.org/canada-in-wwii/people/witnesses-to-history/
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Challenge students to share the 
veteran they have honoured as 
part of their No Stone Left Alone 
experience. 

Download the PDF 
of a printable letter-
sized poster provided 
on the No Stone Left 
Alone website at www.
nostoneleftalone.ca/

who-i-honour. Alternatively, use 
the This Year I Honour template 
provided in this resource. 

Write the name of an individual 
they have honoured this year. This 
can be the veteran that students 
have profiled, or another person 
or group. 

Have students take a picture 
holding their posters. Alternatively, 
consider creating a class video 
that shares students’ honour 
posters. 

An example can be found 
at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=M5Xnj_
PBFp4. 

Share the pictures or video in the 
context that is appropriate for your 
students, classroom or school. 
Ensure the necessary permissions 
for sharing are obtained. 

• On social media at 
#HonourEducateRemember

• In the classroom or school

• With your community 

The products that 
students create as part of 
their No Stone Left Alone 

experiences can be integrated 
into a video if they choose to 
create one. 

Curriculum Focus
CITIZENSHIP – 

IDENTITIES, PLACE

CRITICAL AND CREATIVE 
THINKING

COMMUNICATION

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Curriculum Areas
This activity is designed to 
be implemented with Grades 
5 to 9 students.  
It can support learning 
outcomes that develop and/
or reinforce concepts and 
skills in:
• Social Studies/ History
• Language Arts
• Community or 

Leadership programs

This Year I Honour
This activity can be implemented 
in a classroom or online 
environment, with:

This Year I Honour 
template (page 41)  

• Phone or tablet cameras 

1 class

• In one class, provide 
time for students to reflect on 
their experience with the No 
Stone Left Alone event and 
create their word art cards. 

https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/who-i-honour
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/who-i-honour
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/who-i-honour
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5Xnj_PBFp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5Xnj_PBFp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5Xnj_PBFp4
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Supporting the Event

Held the week prior to Remembrance Day, these 
somber but momentous remembrance ceremonies 

bring dignitaries, serving military, legionnaires, veterans 
and volunteer community members together to work 
alongside students before and during the ceremony. 

This experience takes learning from traditional 
classroom settings to a memorable, rewarding and 

authentic 21st century experience for students. 

Participation in No Stone Left Alone ceremonies give 
youth an opportunity to put a face to our fallen, veterans, 

current service men and women - their grandparents, 
parents, siblings, aunts and uncles, other relatives, and 

friends - and gives them a better understanding and 
appreciation for remembrance, peace and respect.

   NO STONE LEFT ALONE

The No Stone Left Alone program 
takes place the week prior to 
Remembrance Day. 

Across Canada, students 
connect with one another to 
participate and share in solemn 
remembrance ceremonies. While 
the act of honouring our military 
is of utmost importance, students 
gain increased awareness that 
they have the power to “make a 
difference” in their world. 

Through this endeavor, students 
demonstrate greater self-esteem, 
build motivation to become 
global citizens and gain a greater 
awareness of the need for peace. 

All of this is attained while 
learning more about Canadian 
military history. Students also 
develop leadership skills, learn 
the importance of service to the 
community, and learn to respect 
the cemetery sites as a place of 
honour.

By coming to the 
cemetery, putting 

names and faces to the lives 
that were lost in hopes that 
they will honour the 
remembrance a little bit 
deeper through that 
experience. 

“It’s part of a global 
movement and that global 
citizenship is one of the 
things we talk about and 
allowing us to connect with 
those other ceremonies 
across Canada is really 
important to showing them 
that they’re a part of a 
bigger movement.”

Global News, Halifax N.S. Online
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Options for 
Participation 
There are two options for 
participation. In the Out of School 
Event, students will visit their local 
cemetery and honour veterans 
who have passed, through the 
hands-on and personal act 
of placing a poppy on their 
headstone. They will take a 
moment to read the veteran’s 
name aloud and to consider their 
service and sacrifice.

If you are unable to hold an out-
of-school event, students can still 
be a part of this Canada-wide 
commemoration by including 
our National Live Stream in your 
Veterans Week activities, as an In 
School Event.

The National Live Stream is a live 
ceremony which incorporates all 
the elements of a No Stone Left 
Alone event. It is shared online 
via live stream to individuals and 
classrooms across the country. 

It is available to be viewed any 
time after so that you can make 
it part of your Veterans Week 
activities.

Information on organizing 
a No Stone Left 
Alone remembrance 

ceremony can be found at www.
nostoneleftalone.ca/ceremony-
in-your-town. Find and download 
the Ceremony Organizer’s Guide 
on www.nostoneleftalone.ca/
ceremony-organizer-resources. 

Registration information 
can be found at www.
nostoneleftalone.ca/

register. 

Before your students participate 
in the No Stone Left Alone 
ceremony, share this video with 
them. Ask them to talk about the 
part they will play in the ceremony 
and expectations at the cemetery. 
Find the video on YouTube at /
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0vb-
AomlQqs. 

Information on 
Indigenous Veteran’s 
Day on November 8 can 

be found on the Government of 
Canada website at www.rcaanc-
cirnac.gc.ca/eng/160528694827
0/1605287188462. 

SHARE YOUR 
STUDENTS’ INSIGHTS
The value of the No Stone 

Left Alone program is 
measured by its impact 
on students. The most 

effective way to measure that 
impact is through students’ 

insights and reflections 
on their experience.

We encourage you to share 
examples of students’ 
learning, insights and 

experiences with us. This 
learning can be in the form 

of a letter of reflection 
or learning products that 

students have created and 
want to share. Please ensure 

you obtain permission to 
submit students’ work with 

No Stone Left Alone.

Student letters or products 
can be uploaded digitally 
to No Stone Left Alone at 

www.nostoneleftalone.ca/
upload-reflections or mailed 

to the address below.
No Stone Left Alone 

Memorial Foundation
11420 107 Avenue NW

Edmonton, AB
T5H 0Y5

These submissions may be 
shared with future students 

and teachers, program 
volunteers, organizers and 

patrons, as well as the 
community at large. Selected 

reflections may be shared 
on the No Stone Left Alone 

website, in our Veterans 
Week television or live 

stream programming, or on 
our social media accounts.

https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/ceremony-in-your-town
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/ceremony-in-your-town
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/ceremony-in-your-town
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/ceremony-organizer-resources
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/ceremony-organizer-resources
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/register
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/register
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/register
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0vb-AomlQqs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0vb-AomlQqs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0vb-AomlQqs
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1605286948270/1605287188462
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1605286948270/1605287188462
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1605286948270/1605287188462
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/upload-reflections
https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/upload-reflections
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Cemetery Etiquette 
This information is a collaboration between No 
Stone Left Alone and Beechwood Cemetery in 
Ottawa, ON.

Cemeteries are often referred to as a place for 
the living. In urban environment, cemeteries 
are often some of the last remaining green 
space open to the publics. In a given day, 
cemeteries will host funeral or burial services, 
monuments visited by grieving families, people 
walking around the grounds and artists taking 
photographs or painting.

Most cemeteries encourage the community to 
explore the grounds. Given the dynamic use 
of cemeteries grounds, it is helpful to know the 
basic etiquette of visiting cemeteries. 

There are really three types of cemeteries in 
Canada; public, private and not-for-profit. Most 
cemeteries can be visited any time when they 
are open (usually dawn until dusk). However 
private or not-for-profit cemeteries are often on 
private property and may not be available for 
public visitation at all times – so it’s important to check before visiting. 
Most cemeteries post their rules on their websites or on plaques near 
the entrances, along with visiting hours.

These guidelines or rules, called by-laws, can reference things ranging 
from operational hours to the allowed items on graves. These rules can 
change so be sure to check back for any updates. If the local cemetery 
doesn’t offer much information on their website or if they don’t have one, 
call them and ask about visiting hours, rules and regulations.

During your visit, there are some very important things to keep in mind.

Be respectful of other mourners.

If a funeral or burial is occurring, take care not to get in the way of 
procession and burial. Respect their privacy, give them their space, and 
don’t stare. Make sure your cell phone ringer is turned down and speak 
in a low voice if you must talk.

Drive with care.

Be sure to follow the roadways and remain off the grass. Drive slowly 
and watch out for people who might not be paying attention. If the lane 
is narrow and another car approaches, offer to move your car until the 
other driver can get through. Although roads may become congested 
during events, remain calm and courteous, and share them with others 
respectfully.
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Respect the graves.

Touching monuments or headstones is seen as 
very disrespectful and in some cases, may cause 
damage. For example, some older memorials 
might be in disrepair and could fall apart under 
the slightest touch. Be sure to walk in between 
the headstones, and don’t stand on top of a burial 
place.

Share the cemetery etiquette rules with your 
party.

If you’re visiting the cemetery with friends and 
family, make it a point to mention etiquette and 
cemetery rules to them. For some, it may their 
first time visiting a cemetery, so sharing your 
knowledge can make the visit more comfortable 
for everyone involved. If you’re visiting the 
cemetery with children, take some time to discuss 
where you’re going and what they can expect 
when they get there. Keep a close eye on young 
children and keep them from running, shouting, 
and playing on graves and monuments.

Clean up after yourself.

If you unwrapped an arrangement you brought with you or have other 
debris, be sure to clean it up before you leave. Most cemeteries have 
trashcans easily accessible, so do your part to keep your loved one’s 
final resting place in pristine condition.

Always remember, treat the graves as you would like your own to be 
treated. 

With a little planning, and due care and respect, a visit to your local 
cemetery can be a wonderful way to explore your community’s history – 
and to pay your respects to those who had a part in it.

Placing a poppy on a 
headstone helps 

students feel connected to 
the soldiers… It changes 
their perspective. They have 
a little bit more 
appreciation…. Maybe 
they’ve never talked to a 
serving solider, maybe they’ve 
never talked to a reservist or 
a cadet. So, they have this 
interaction with the armed 
forces at many different 
levels. For the first time 
they’re just seeing the act of 
remembrance through 
different eyes.

Randall Purvis, No Stone Left Alone 
Foundation. CBC News Online
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Templates and Graphic 
Organizers
   NO STONE LEFT ALONE

What You’ll Find Here

The following templates and graphic organizers are provided in this section. 
These templates and graphic organizers include fillable fields, which allow 
them to be used in digital learning environments. They are intended to be a 
starting point for students. 

Bubble Chart 

Concept/Mind Map

Identity Chart

KWHL Chart

Making Connections Chart

Making Inferences Chart

See-Think-Wonder-Connect

Sphere of Influence Chart

This Year I Honour

A Research Map with fillable fields is provided in the No Stone Left Alone 
HONOUR LEARN REMEMBER Student Resource Booklet. 
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Bubble Chart  
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Concept/Mind Map 
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Identity Chart  

Veteran’s name
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KWHL Chart 

What I 
Know 

What I 
Want to 
Know More 
About

How I will 
Find Out 

What I 
Learned
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Making Connections Chart 

When I 
found out 
that:  

It made me 
think about: 

It made me 
wonder 
about: 

It made me 
feel: 
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Making Inferences Chart 

Fact What this fact made me 
think

Why I think this
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See-Think-Wonder-Connect 

See

Think Wonder

Connect
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Sphere of Influence Chart  
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This Year I Honour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#NSLA2021 

THIS YEAR I HONOUR  

 
 

This Year I Honour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#NSLA2021 
#NSLA2022  
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It is with genuine gratitude and warm 
regard that we dedicate this work 

to the students and our most important 
educators. A special acknowledgement of 
gratitude to Patricia and Doug Ramsay for 
their research and efforts to complete this 
project. To my daughter Keely Yates and my 
personal assistant Michelle Koch, for their 
hard work in making sure we provided the 
best content and clarity and for ensuring 
this project was brought to fruition.  

I also dedicate this project (lesson plan) to 
Honourable Lois Mitchell (post nominals) and 
her husband Doug Mitchell who spearheaded 
the idea for the need and for their constant 
encouraging support.  

I would like to acknowledge and gives thanks 
to our veterans, serving military members 
and the numerous volunteers who make and 
will continue to make this project a success. 
To close, I would like to extend my heartfelt 
appreciation to my husband for the tireless 
hours of constant focus to ensure our mission 
is never forgotten.

Lest We Forget

Maureen Bianchini Purvis, MSM
Founder, President and Chair
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www.nostoneleftalone.ca

https://www.nostoneleftalone.ca/
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