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MAP: The German Confederation, shown from 1815-1866 was made up of independent 
kingdoms including Saxony, the birthplace of Clara (Wieck) Schumann, town of Leipzig, and 
Robert Schuman, town of Zwickau, near Dresden. 



MAP: Düsseldorf - 1854. Clara and Robert Schumann moved to Düsseldorf in 1850, a city 
located along the Rhine river in Western Germany. Robert spent the last two years of his life in 
an institution in Bonn, a local suburb. 



Saxony’s Alliance 
to France 

u  In 1812, Napoleon planned to invade Russia and 
French troops passed through Zwickau (Robert 
Schumann’s birth place) on the way to the 
Russian boarder. 

u  During their retreat, wounded French soldiers 
took refuge in Zwickau followed by significant 
battles in surrounding towns. 

u  Food became scarce and disease spread, 
contributing to a deteriorating economic state of 
the region. 

u  In Robert’s student years, August Schumann’s  
portrait (his father), along with that of Napoleon, 
Jean Paul Richter, and later, Beethoven, was 
prominently displayed by his writing desk- men 
who in his youth served as sources of inspiration.  



Failed 
Unification 

u  Inspired by the revolutions in France, the 
peasant class of the German Confederation 
attempted to unify against oppressive 
monarchy in 1848-49. 

u  Germany consisted of four major social classes 
at the time: 

²  Farmers/peasants 

²  Laborers 

²  Middle-class 

²  Nobility 

u  The revolution ultimately failed during this 
time because each class fought for different 
needs – the farmers wanted to be able to own 
their own land, and the middle class wanted 
more representation in government. 

 



The Middle-Class 

�  Though financial difficulties plagued middle-class Germany during the 
time of the revolution, may businesses prospered as industrial 
revolution continued. 

�  Robert was the son of a prosperous book publisher, but was unable to 
go to college because it was unaffordable to his middle-class family at 
the time. 

�  Clara (Wieck) Schumann was also born to a middle-class family, and 
her earnings from performing concert tours as a pianist from the young 
age of 9 provided additional income to her father’s work as a music 
teacher. 

�  While residing in Düsseldorf, the Schumann’s hosted many parties, 
and kept a staff of servants in their home. 



Railway Development 

u One of the greatest developments to 
contribute to the industrial growth of 
Germany after 1840 was the railway 
network. 

u This network allowed Clara to conduct 
many tours across central Europe as a 
concert pianist. Clara and Robert also 
took a trip to Russia in 1844. 

u Railways also improved the speed of 
communications, distribution of 
perishable foods, largely improving the 
quality of life for all German people. 

 



Education in 1850 

�  Education in the German confederation during this time was extremely 
inconsistent from state to state, as regions like Bavaria had a 1:64 teacher to 
student ratio, with less than 60% of students attending school. 

�  Middle-class families relied on private tutors and private schools, as state-run 
facilities were crowded and underfunded.  

�  Also, state funded schools focused on developing trade skills, while middle-class 
families sought opportunities in learning history, art, literature, music, and a 
growing interest in politics. 

�  Private study also allowed for girls and women to seek education, as they were 
not permitted to study at trade schools. The mid-19th century saw a shift in 
gender politics, as women sought to become more independent. This age of 
enlightenment of gender equality was mostly enjoyed by women of the upper 
middle-class. 



Language and Litterature 

�  The Romantic movement across art forms also inspired a sense of nationalism 
and desire for collecting cultural history. It seems that this sentiment 
contributed to the success of August Schumann’s publishing company, as many 
of his books involved histories of Germany. 

�  The Brother’s Grimm collection of German folk history and children’s 
literature was first published in 1812, and also resulted in publishing of the first 
comprehensive dictionary of the German Language. 

�  The Schumann’s spoke many languages, including German, English, and 
French, a feat common for people of their means. 

�  Robert’s father August also often read contemporary works and was a fan of 
English poet Edward Young. Night Thoughts was an example of the extravagant 
sentiment in which readers longed to be swept away during that time. 


