SCHOOL PROGRAMMING

2016-2017 SEASON

2016-2017

Y STAGE season!
With everything from Dennis Lee’s poetry brought to
life through song, to a deeply moving play for teens about
anorexia; from an Agatha Christie classic, to a World
Premiere of a new mystery; Vertigo Theatre truly has
something for everyone.
Between the Y Stage Theatre Series and our BD&P Mystery
Series, the 2016-2017 Season will feature more than 30
performances for school audiences. In addition to professional
productions to suit any grade, we offer facilitated talkbacks,
study guides and workshops to help you make the most of
your outing. We recognize the many challenges teachers face

surrounding off-campus activities and we strive to remove
barriers with a subsidized ticket program, trustworthy grade
recommendations and engaging productions.
Vertigo Theatre has a long history of being one of Calgary’s
most successful and trusted student matinee programs.
We offer one of the most diverse and unique selections of
professional work you will find anywhere and we hope you
will join us for our 2016/2017 season!
Nathan Pronyshyn
Y Stage Theatre Series Producer

2016/2017 Season at a Glance

Welcome to the

ALLIGATOR PIE

Page 4
Created by Ins Choi, Raquel Duffy, Ken MacKenzie,
Gregory Prest and Mike Ross
Poems by Dennis Lee
Produced by Soulpepper
Pre-K to grade 3 Oct. 19 & 20, 2016

MESS

Page 6
By Caroline Horton
Produced by Caroline Horton and China Plate
Grades 9-12 Feb 1 & 2, 7-9, 2017

THE STAR KEEPER

Page 8
By Richard Lacroix, André Laliberté
and Richard Morin
Produced by Théâtre de l’Oeil
Grades K-6 Feb 22 & 23, 2017

THE BIG SLEEP

Page 12
-WORLD PREMIEREBy Raymond Chandler
Adapted by Aaron Bushkowsky
Directed by Craig Hall
Grades 10-12 Oct. 5 & 12, 2016

THE HOLLOW

Page 14
By Agatha Christie
Directed by Jan Alexandra Smith
Grades 7-12 Nov 16, 23, 30, Dec 6 & 7, 2016

WAIT UNTIL DARK

Page 16
By Frederick Knott
Adapted by Jeffrey Hatcher
Directed by Simon Mallett
Grades 8-12 Feb. 8 & 14, 2017

THE ADVENTURES OF ALVIN
OUR MAN IN HAVANA
SPUTNIK: DEEP SEA EXPLORER Page 18
Page 10
By Tim Watts
Produced by The Last Great Hunt
Grades 4-12 April 20 & 21, 2017

By Graham Green
Adapted for the stage by Clive Francis
Directed by Mark Bellamy
Grades 10-12 Mar. 22 & Apr. 5, 2017

Y Stage Theatre Series Pricing

THE DROWNING GIRLS

Alligator Pie, The Star Keeper &
The Adventures of Alvin Sputnik: Deep Sea Explorer
Early Bird Price (until June 30) $9/student
Regular Price $10/student
Mess
Early Bird Price (until June 30) $12/student
Regular Price $14/student
Prices do not include GST.
Prices, shows, dates, schedules, venues, and artists
are subject to change without notice.

Page 20
By Beth Graham, Charlie Tomlinson
and Daniela Vlaskalic
Directed by Blake Brooker
Staged by Denise Clarke
Grades 7-12 May 24 & 31, 2017

BD&P Mystery Theatre Series Pricing
Early Bird Price (until June 30) $12/student
Regular Price $14/student
Prices do not include GST.
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Pre K

ALLIGATOR PIE

Created by Ins Choi, Raquel Duffy,
Ken MacKenzie, Gregory Prest
and Mike Ross
Poems by Dennis Lee
Wednesday, October 19 - 10:00 AM & 1:00 PM
Thursday, October 20 - 10:00 AM & 1:00 PM

Toronto, Ontario, Canada

"This isn’t a kid’s show. It’s a people show.
All human beings are invited and ought to
attend as soon as possible." - The Toronto Star
ALLIGATOR PIE, an original Soulpepper production,
brings the celebrated children’s poems of Canada’s
Father Goose, Dennis Lee, to vibrant theatrical life.
Soulpepper’s ensemble fills the stage with music,
invention and Lee’s delicious imagination.

Poems by
Created by Ins Choi, Raquel Duffy,
Ken MacKenzie, Gregory Prest and Mike Ross

dennis lee

Play Themes: food, relationships with friends
and authority figures, animals and creatures,
environment
Run time: 60 minutes + Q&A
Production Sponsor:
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MESS

9-12

By Caroline Horton
Produced by Caroline Horton
& China Plate
Wednesday, February 1 - 10:00 AM & 1:00 PM
Thursday, February 2 - 10:00 AM & 1:00 PM
Tuesday, February 7 - 10:00 AM & 1:00 PM
Wednesday, February 8 - 10:00 AM & 1:00 PM
Thursday, February 9 - 10:00 AM & 1:00 PM

We’re putting on a play.
It’s about anorexia.
But don’t let that put you off.

Birmingham, United Kingdom

"Moving and insightful but also full of humour
and warmth." - The Stage
Josephine is putting on a play - Boris and Sistahl
help. It’s about anorexia. But don’t let that put you off.
Unflinchingly they confront big issues (and extremely
tiny ones). Today they will tackle a particularly thin
elephant in the room. Obsession, addiction and not
wanting to get out of bed: a play with songs from 2013
Olivier Award nominated Caroline Horton (You’re Not
Like Other Girls Chrissy).

Play Themes: chaos and order, desire to escape,
emptiness of attaining false dream, control
overcoming, relationship to self and society

Touring in association with Beat (the UK’s leading charity
supporting people affected by eating disorders). Developed with the
help of experts from King’s College London’s Institute of Psychiatry.
Triggered@Warwick Arts Centre. Funded by a Wellcome Trust
Arts Award. Commissioned by Battersea Arts Centre and Parabola
Arts Centre. Supported by Ovalhouse, London.

Run time: 70 minutes + Q&A
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THE STAR KEEPER

the

KEEPER

Produced by
Théâtre de l’Oeil

by Richard Lacroix, André Laliberté
& Richard Morin

K-6

by Richard Lacroix,
André Laliberté & Richard Morin
Produced by Théâtre de l’Oeil
Wednesday, February 22 - 10:00 AM & 1:00 PM
Thursday, February 23 - 10:00 AM & 1:00 PM

Montreal, Quebec, Canada

"It’s hard not to be over the moon about THE STAR
KEEPER, a stunning triumph of puppetry and
imagination sure to enchant children, young and old."
- Winnipeg Free Press
A star falls from the sky and an adventure begins!
Follow Pretzel: a funny little worm with a funny little
face, as he journeys through a world inhabited by a
spider who tap dances in the belly of a man, a mermaid
playing hard to get, a temperamental baby and a
dignified lady who is very, very old… Universal theatre
without words, Théâtre de l’Œil returns to Calgary with
a beautiful play that has toured the world over.

Play Themes: quest for discovery, inner vs outer
strength, overcoming fear, power of silence,
coming of age
Run time: 55 minutes + Q&A
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Friday, April 21 10:00 am

Perth, Western Australia

"…akin to a theatrical Wall-E"
- New York Times
Seas have risen, billions have died. Alvin Sputnik is
our only hope. He must venture to the bottom of the
ocean to find his wife’s lost soul and save humanity.
Direct from sellout seasons in New York, Sydney
and Auckland, this multi award-winning piece of
heartwarming “theatrical magic” (Sunday Mail) is a
one-man micro-epic about enduring love and the end of
the world.

Play Themes: lost love, love and sacrifice, man vs
nature, environmental awareness, heroism
Run time: 55 minutes + Q&A

By Tim Watts

Produced by The Last Great Hunt
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World Premiere

_
___

_

BIG

Raymond Chandler’s

THE
___

SLEEP
_
_
Directed by Craig Hall

Adapted by Aaron Bushkowsky
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Adapted by Aaron Bushkowsky
~World Premiere~
Wednesday, October 5 - 11:30 AM
Wednesday, October 12 - 11:30 AM

“Vertigo’s new take on Phillip Marlowe
is a neon-drenched charmer.”
- Calgary Herald
Revisit the noir world of 2014’s FAREWELL, MY
LOVELY. A millionaire is being given the squeeze by
a blackmailer and he wants P.I. Philip Marlowe to make
the problem go away. But with the old man’s two wild
daughters prowling LA’s seedy backstreets, Marlowe’s
got his work cut out - and that’s before he stumbles
over the first corpse. Graham Percy and Stephen Hair
return as Marlowe and Nulty in this World Premiere
adaptation of Raymond Chandler’s most famous work.

Play Themes: power, manipulation, love,
temptation, jealousy, addiction
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THE HOLLOW
By Agatha Christie
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7-12

Production Sponsor
Costume Sponsor

AGATHA
CHRISTIE’S
THE

HOLLOW

__ Directed by __

Jan Alexandra Smith

Wednesday, November 16 - 11:30 AM
Wednesday, November 23 - 11:30 AM
Wednesday, November 30 - 11:30 AM
Tuesday, December 6 - 11:30 AM
Wednesday, December 7 - 11:30 AM

“As good a stage whodunit as we have had
for some time.” - London Observer
An unhappy game of romantic follow-the-leader
explodes into murder one weekend at The Hollow,
home of Sir Henry and Lucy Angkatell. Nearly all in
attendance have a motive and most had the opportunity.
It is up to Inspector Colquhoun and Sergeant Penny to
solve the crime. Full of wit, humour and drama, THE
HOLLOW is another glorious whodunit from the
Queen of Crime.

Play Themes: isolation, role of women, betrayal,
family, change of power, temptation, jealousy,
addiction
‘Hollow, The’ is presented by special arrangement
with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.
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adapted by Jeffrey Hatcher

WAIT UNTIL DARK
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By Frederick Knott
Adapted by Jeffrey Hatcher

8-12

Wednesday, February 8 11:30 AM
Tuesday, February 14 11:30 AM

“…reminds CGI-infected audiences that a
few shadows, a shiny knife, and compelling
characters can still go a long way to create
suspense.” - Entertainment Weekly

WAIT UNTIL

DARK

When a blind woman living in New York City’s iconic
Greenwich Village finds herself terrorized by a trio of
men, she’s in a desperate situation - until she discovers
her blindness might just prove to be her secret weapon.
This new adaptation of Frederick Knott’s classic thriller
is sure to turn down the lights and turn up the thrills.

Play Themes: inner vs outer strength,
manipulation, power of silence, oppression
of women, vulnerability
“Wait Until Dark” is presented by special arrangement
with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.

Directed by Simon Mallett
By Frederick Knott
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GRAHAM GREENE’s
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OUR MAN IN
HAVANA

2
10-1

Adapted for the stage by
Clive Francis
Production Sponsor
Wednesday, March 22 - 11:30 Am
Wednesday, April 5 - 11:30 Am

Co-Produced with Persephone
Theatre | Saskatoon

“Clive Francis’s adaptation is witty,
inventive and very funny.”
– The Scotsman
Jim Wormold is a British expatriate living in 1950’s
Cuba and is struggling to pay for his daughter’s
extravagant lifestyle. When the British Secret Service
offers him a plum position as their “man in Havana”, he
literally can’t afford to say no. There’s just one problem:
he doesn’t know anything! Former Vertigo Artistic
Director Mark Bellamy returns to direct this hilarious,
fast-paced romp through the world of espionage.

Directed by Mark Bellamy
Adapted for the stage by Clive Francis

Play Themes: quest for power, corruption,
capitalism, knowledge vs ignorance, love
and sacrifice
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THE
DROWNING GIRLS

____
__ THE _____

DROWNING

GIRLS
__
__
____
______________
By Beth Graham,
Charlie Tomlinson & Daniela Vlaskalic

Directed by Blake Brooker
staged by denise clarke
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By Beth Graham,
Charlie Tomlinson and
Daniela Vlaskalic

Wednesday, May 24 - 11:30 AM
Wednesday, May 31 - 11:30 AM

“An intense water wonderland that will truly
take your breath away.” –twisitheatreblog.com
Bessie. Alice. Margaret. All three women thought
George Joseph Smith was the man of their dreams.
Now all three are dead. THE DROWNING GIRLS
is a lyrical exploration of a trio of murdered wives who
gather evidence against their murderous husband by
reliving the shocking events leading up to their deaths.
One Yellow Rabbit Co-Founders Blake Brooker and
Denise Clarke lead an incredible creative team in
bringing this macabre fantasia to the Vertigo stage.

Play Themes: greed, temptation and
destruction, female roles, exploitation,
disillusionment
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

BOOKING TICKETS TO A
PERFORMANCE

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Y Stage Theatre Series				

Detailed study guides are provided online for each
production. These provide more information on the
production as well as pre and post-show activities
to stimulate classroom discussion and deepen the
educational impact.
Following all performances, there is a Question &
Answer Session for the students with the cast.

ACCESS FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES
To help ensure that our programs are affordable to
all students in the Calgary area, we offer a limited
number of discounted and free tickets each year
through our Access for Young Audiences Program.
If you are a school that would benefit from this
program, please contact the Ticket Office.

LENGTH OF PERFORMANCES

Y Stage Theatre Series performance times vary
and are listed with the corresponding show.
BD&P Mystery Theatre Series performances
are approximately 120 minutes in length. All
productions are followed by a 10-minute Question
and Answer period.

GETTING TO VERTIGO THEATRE

Buses can drop students off beside the Calgary Tower
on 9th Avenue SE (at Centre Street) and park on
10th Avenue behind the building.
C-Trains - depart at Centre Street station and
continue south on Centre Street toward the Calgary
Tower and Vertigo Theatre.

UPON ARRIVAL AT VERTIGO
THEATRE

(for Alligator Pie, The Star Keeper & The Adventures
of Alvin Sputnik: Deep Sea Explorer)		
Early Bird - $9					
After June 30 - $10					
(for Mess)
Early Bird - $12
After June 30 - $14

Please plan to arrive 15-20 minutes prior to the
performance start time. Volunteers will greet and
guide you from the street into the theatre.

BD&P Mystery Theatre Series

ACCESSIBILITY

GST is not included and will be charged on all ticket
prices. For performances, we offer complimentary
tickets for teachers and chaperones
• Grades 7-12
1 free ticket for every 10 students
• Grades 3-6
1 free ticket for every 8 students
• Pre K to Grade 2 1 free ticket for every 6 students

Vertigo Theatre’s facilities are fully accessible to those
with limited mobility including wheelchairs. We are
pleased to accommodate anyone with special needs.
Please let us know in advance by contacting the
Ticket Office.

Early Bird - $12
After June 30 - $14

HOW TO BOOK TICKETS TO A
PERFORMANCE
1.
		
		
		
2.
		
3.
		

Simply complete the online order form on our
website, vertigotheatre.com under the Education
and Outreach tab. Or, you are always welcome to
call our Ticket Office at 403.221.3708.
We will contact you within 48 hours to confirm
your request and process your order.
An invoice will be sent to your school upon
confirmation of booking.

4.
		
		
		
		
		

Vertigo Theatre must receive a 50% nonrefundable deposit within 21 days of receiving
the invoice. The final balance is due no less
than 30 days prior to the scheduled performance.
Additional tickets may be purchased prior to the
performance, pending availability.

Please note: School bookings are taken on a firstcome, first-served basis.

REFUND POLICY
All booked tickets must be paid for in advance of the
performance. Refunds will not be given for unused
tickets. Vertigo Theatre appreciates that there are
times when students cannot attend performances.
However, as a not-for-profit charitable organization,
we cannot absorb the loss of revenue resulting from
refunding prepaid tickets.

CONTACT US
Visit vertigotheatre.com to request a school
performance or workshop. Or, contact Layne Fox,
Ticket Office Manager at 403.221.3708 or email
schools@vertigotheatre.com
For questions pertaining to the educational aspects
of the productions or suitability for you class, please
contact Nathan Pronyshyn, Y Stage Theatre Series
Producer at 403.260.4757 or
nathan.pronyshyn@vertigotheatre.com
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GENERAL OUTCOMES/
CURRICULUM LINKS
ALLIGATOR PIE

English Language Arts
•		 General Outcome 1: explore thoughts, ideas, 		
		 feelings and experiences
•		 Express ideas and develop understanding
Fine Arts, Drama
•		 Expression, creativity, story telling
Health and Life Skills
•		 Physical healthiness

MESS

English Language Arts
•		 2.3 Understanding Forms, Elements and
		 Techniques; discuss how the choice of form
		 or genre of oral, print and other media texts is
		 appropriate to purpose and audience
Fine Arts, Drama
•		 Goals and Objectives; To acquire knowledge of
		 self and others through participation in and
		 reflection of dramatic experience.
Health and Life Skills
•		 Wellness choices; W-9.4 analyze and develop
		 strategies to reduce the effects of stereotyping on
		 body image

THE STAR KEEPER

English Language Arts
•		 General Outcome 1: explore thoughts, ideas,
		 feelings and experiences
•		 Express ideas and develop understanding
		 Fine Arts, Drama
•		 Storytelling
•		 Puppetry
Health and Life Skills
•		 Understanding relationships
•		 Awareness of responsibility
•		 Seeking and getting help

THE ADVENTURES OF ALVIN
SPUTNIK: DEEP SEA EXPLORER

English Language Arts
•		 General Outcome 1: students will listen, speak,
		 read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts,
		 ideas, feelings and experience through discovery,
		 exploration, clarification and extension
•		 Viewing and representing are integral parts of
		 contemporary life
•		 Exploring thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences
•		 Enhance the clarity and artistry of communication
Health and Life Skills
•		 Life learning choices
•		 Relationship choices

THE BIG SLEEP

English Language Arts
•		 Response to a variety of print and non-print texts
•		 Connect self, text, culture and milieu
Social Studies
•		 Identifying characters’ qualities and motivations,
		 by considering their words and actions, their
		 interactions with other characters
•		 Critical thinking and the reliability and accuracy
		 of information
Drama
•		 Strengthen the ability to understand and identify
		 the specific presentation techniques demanded by
		 various dramatic forms

THE HOLLOW

Social Studies
•		 Identifying characters’ qualities and motivations,
		 by considering their words and actions, their
		 interactions with other characters
•		 Critical thinking and the reliability and accuracy
		 of information
CALM
•		 Examine personal responsibility and acceptance
		 for the multiplicity and range of feelings and
		 how they are expressed - personal responsibility
		 for constructive expression
•		 Exploring various attitudes, values and behaviours
		 for developing meaningful interpersonal
		relationships

WAIT UNTIL DARK

English Language Arts
•		 Connection to others and strengthening community
•		 Appreciate diversity of expression, opinion and perspective
Drama
•		 Recognition of and respect for excellence in drama and theatre
•		 Acquire knowledge of self and others through 		
		 participation in and reflection on dramatic experience
•		 Strengthen the ability to understand and identify
		 the specific presentation techniques demanded by
		 various dramatic forms

CALM
•		 Analyze the ability to make a change or difference,
		 for self and others
•		 Evaluate the impact of situations of risk and risks
		 in combination
•		 Describe how peer pressure and the expectations
		 of others influence choices

OUR MAN IN HAVANA

English Language Arts
•		 Connection to others and strengthening community
•		 Appreciate diversity of expression, opinion and perspective
Social Studies
•		 Understanding how identity and self-esteem are
		 shaped by multiple personal, social, linguistic and
		 cultural factors
•		 Listening to others in order to understand their perspective
Drama
•		 Recognition of and respect for excellence in drama
		 and theatre
•		 Acquire knowledge of self and others through
		 participation in and reflection on dramatic experience
•		 Strengthen the ability to understand and identify the
		 specific presentation techniques demanded by various
		 dramatic forms

THE DROWNING GIRLS

English Language Arts
•		 Response to a variety of print and non-print texts
•		 Connect self, text, culture and milieu
•		 Canadian literature
Drama
•		 Foster an appreciation of theatre as a traditional art form
•		 Broaden knowledge of theatre by viewing as great a
		 variety of theatrical presentations as possible
CALM
•		 Analyze the ability to make a change or difference, for
		 self and others
•		 Evaluate the impact of situations of risk and risks in
		combination
•		 Identifying unhealthy relationships and for dealing with
		 exploitation and violence in relationships
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Sponsors and
Government Funders
Vertigo Theatre would like to extend a special thank you to the following organizations.

Mystery Theatre Series

Production Sponsors

VENUE PARTNER

Emerging Artist
Mentorship
Training Program

SPONSORS

FORENSIC FRIDAY
Sponsor

THE HOLLOW
COSTUME
SPONSOR

ALLIGATOR PIE (Y STAGE)
PRODUCTION SPONSOR

MEDIA SPONSORS

GOVERNMENT FUNDERS AND FOUNDATIONS

WE NEED A GOOD ACCOMPLICE
Vertigo Theatre has been a community gathering place for over 40 years. Our vision is to create exceptional entertainment

experiences, nurture the next generation of arts practitioners and provide access to all Calgarians regardless of circumstances.
Please consider a donation to ensure Vertigo Theatre can continue to create exceptional entertainment experiences.

For More Information
Contact Odessa Mendonça, Development & Donor Relations Assistant 403.260.4754 development@vertigotheatre.com

