home, heal, thrive
At The Well of Mercy, we're not only providing
a secure home for single, pregnant women
in need, we're encouraging a program
of change—we offer opportunities for new
beginnings and forge a path towards success
for these women and their children.

What U.S. Single Mothers Endure
45%

Nearly 45%
live below the
poverty line

40%

22.4%

22.4% receive
unemployment
benefits

Nationally, the annual
cost of center-based infant
care averaged over 40%
of the state median income
for a single mother

23.2%

33%
50%
17%

23.2% are
jobless

Single mothers often spend
over 1/2 their income on
housing expenses and 1/3
on childcare, leaving them
little money for educational
expenses

https://singlemotherguide.com/single-mother-statistics/

The Well of Mercy’s Program
At the Well of Mercy, we seek to provide solutions and
support for challenges single mothers face. The Well began
5 years ago with the financial savings and a dream of the
director/founder, Mary Zeien. Our livelihood depends solely
upon grant money, fundraising events and the generosity of
others; we do not receive government money.
The Well of Mercy has served

150 families in 5 years of service.

Of the 15 women currently at the well:

10 women are engaged in college classes
2

women are studying
for their GED and high
school diploma

3

This year, women
have graduated into an
independent lifestyle
Every woman who stays at The Well learns
that there is a way out of poverty and into
an independent lifestyle. This new way
comes with hard work and some support,
which is offered by The Well.

Our Goal

The goal is to raise

The Well is involved in a capital
campaign to purchase the building
owned by the Jewish Federation.

$400K
to secure a mortgage
by January 2017.

Reasons for Coming to The Well
The reasons the women come to reside at The Well are many,
complex and varied. There is often some overlap.

Your support can help us reach our goal as
well as fund our everyday living expenses
and enable us to keep The Well of Mercy
and our women thriving.

Life-changing Benefits
The Well Provides

60% job loss
60% have been in other short term programs

A home and family
for up to 5 years

Onsite childcare

Counseling once
a week

Job placement

75% abandoned by family members
80% domestic violence

Daily living expenses:
cleaning supplies, rent,
utilities, transportation,
diapers/wipes, food

100% unstable housing

A Life Transformed
Barb’s Story

At three months pregnant, the father of
Barb’s child was pressuring her to have
an abortion. At the time, she was living in
Mississippi with her mother who had
Alzheimer’s disease. When her mother
passed away, Barb became homeless.

The Well offered Barb the chance to grow and
become part of a community. She attended
classes on grief, domestic violence, parenting,
relationships and budgeting, and also received
therapy, completed chores and attended weekly
community meetings.

Desperate to keep and care for her baby, she
came upon The Well of Mercy online. The
following week, Mary, the director, picked
Barb up at the bus depot at 4:30 a.m.

Barb went to school to become a certified
medical assistant and acquired a job at Misericordia, (a home for developmentally disabled
individuals). After three years in the program,
she saved several thousand dollars and secured
her own apartment.

Contact Us!

To learn more about how to donate
or volunteer, visit: thewellofmercy.com
mary.zeien@thewellofmercy.com
773-274-4227
6339 N. Fairfield Ave.
Chicago, IL 60659

The Well celebrated her success and helped
to furnish her first apartment. Barb is now
24-years-old and continues to bring her
toddler to The Well to visit their family and
the home where their lives began.

The Well of Mercy is a 501c3 non-profit organization.
The capital campaign is managed by Wintrust Bank.
The operating funds go directly to pay for daily operations
and are reported every month to the Board of Directors.

