
October 2016 Haiti Trip 

St. Stephen’s Delmar ~ Erika Adams and Josh Kapczynski visiting St. Andre’s Flande, Haiti 

Cathedral of All Saint’s ~ Deacon Susan Plaske visiting Church of the Ascension, Pouly Haiti 

 

      This is a little synopsis of our mission trip to Haiti so as to keep everyone informed of the work going on at the church 

and schools that we partner with.  This trip was planned with St. Stephen’s Delmar mission workers and we spent time 

in each of our respective partner parishes. 

     On October 19th we left Albany and transferred flights twice leaving the U.S. and landing in Port Au Prince 

midafternoon.  Miraculously all of our luggage made it to Haiti which was important, as we each brought 100 lbs of 

school supplies, medical supplies and hygiene items with us, donated by our parishes. We stopped on the way to Las 

Cahobas to pick up some more items for the schools, soap, and food items, finally arriving 3 hours later at Holy Spirit 

Church in Las Cahobas.  Mrs. Deravil greeted us and she and Fr. Deravil made us feel welcome as they shared their home 

with us. 

    On Thursday the 20th we visited Pouly, Haiti and the church and school of the Ascension.  The roads were very rough 

and some flooding was still evident from the previous week of rainy weather (Hurricane Matthew).  Pouly is about 45 

minutes from Las Cahobas traveling on stone covered and dirt roads. We were greeted by 120 smiling faces as we 

walked into the church which is used as a school.  The director and teachers helped us to settle in as we listened to the 

children sing Haitian Hymns. After greeting all and presenting the teachers with gifts, we talked to the children about 

their health.(with the assistance of Kim our translator).  This is a number one priority for children in Haiti.  Good hygiene 

and dental care are two of the most important things for the kids to learn to protect their health.  Toothbrushes were 

handed out to all of the children. We watched as the children prepared for lunch by each washing hands with soap and 

water.  Lunches are provided each day for the children by volunteers who cook the food sent by World Vision.  I was 

happy to see a plan laid out by this group and executed so skillfully by the leadership of the school. 



   On Friday the 21st we had a very busy day visiting Flande’s church and school of St. Andre.  This school is much closer 

to Las Cahobas. In the past few month’s they built school classrooms to help relieve the strain on the church building as 

their student  count has gone from 85 to 180  students.  They now have class rooms for preschool and kindergarten and 

1st and 2nd grade. A plan is in place and the foundation is already present for the third classroom to be built.  We again 

taught some health lessons using our large set of teeth and brush and handed out soap and toothbrush to each child. 

We were assisted by our interpreters and teachers, Kim and Rock We also did a coloring activity with each class.  Josh 

handed out soccer balls for the kids and taught some origami. Again many of the women volunteered to cook the lunch 

provided by us for the kids and teachers.  We enjoyed some wonderful fellowship with this group of friends.  Erika and 

Josh were very happy to see the school classrooms built after many months of planning and fundraising.  In the 

afternoon, we headed back to Las Cahobas.   

    Friday late afternoon we were able sit in on a meeting of 

the Dynamic Ladies, a group of women who have accepted 

the challenge of starting a business with a micro loan.  The 

meeting began with prayer and a bible lesson.  Afterward 

each woman shared how their business is doing and asked 

any questions they had of Fr. Deravil.  It was wonderful to see 

how these women are trying to earn money for their families 

by running their various businesses. 

      Friday night there was a praise worship service at the 

Church of the Holy Spirit attended by many of the local men 

and women. 

      Saturday morning we traveled to Flande again to meet with the candidates for the Daughter’s of the King.  These 

women are in training to become official Daughter’s of the King, an international group of women dedicated to prayer 

and service.  We met with the group and presented them with Books of Common Prayer in French language. While we 

met with the women, Josh met with several of the men to talk about life in Haiti and their spiritual walk with the Lord. 

After pictures and fellowship, we then met with the choir of St. Andre’s a wonderful group of about 12 men and women 

with beautiful voices.  With our interpreter’s help we taught them the song in English.  Then they taught us a Haitian 

Creole song of praise and worship.  We recorded some of the songs so that we might teach them at home.  

 

 

           Health education was taught to all of the classes at Flande.  Each child received a new toothbrush and bar of soap 

to take home with them. 

Daughters of the 

King in training. 



   

Sunday was reserved for worship service at St. Andre’s Flande, followed by fellowship with the church, sharing a time of 

exchanging of peace and love.  We hold fondly our friends in Flande and Pouly up in prayer and vision for continued  

growth in education and health.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kimberly, Rock, Josh, Fr. Deravil, Erika, Simile 

Flande’s new school 



         

We were overwhelmed by the love and hospitality shown by the people of Flande, Pouly and Las Cahobas, Haiti. 

   The message from the teachers and parents of the two schools to the people who partner with them from the 

Diocese of Albany in New York, is:   “We hold you in prayer and thank you for your generous support of education in the 

Episcopal schools in Haiti.”  

 

Erika, Pierre, Dcn. Sue 


