Biometric Security System
Builth Wells High School installed a cashless catering system in November 2016. The new
system will allow us to continue with the development of the school meal service, and will
provide us with a more efficient, faster and ultimately better quality of service. This system
incorporates the latest technology and eliminates the need for pupils to carry cash
throughout the day thus reducing the risk of bullying. It is also biometric so there is no need
for pupils to carry a card as the system will recognise the thumb of your child at the
revaluation pay points and at the tills.
The system is operated solely by Powys County Council.
The biometric information that will be used is the index fingerprint. The system will take
measurements of the student’s fingerprint and convert it into a template, which will be used
to provide each student with access to the school buildings.

Biometric Data Protection
The law places specific requirements on schools when using personal information:


The school cannot use the information for any purpose other than those for which it
was originally obtained and made known to the parent(s) / carers / guardians.



The school must ensure that the information is stored securely.



The school must make clear what it intends to do with the information.



Unless the law permits it, the school cannot disclose personal information to any
other person / body.

Consent / Objection to the use of Biometric Information
Consent given by one parent will be overridden if the other parent objects in writing to the
use of a student’s biometric information. Similarly, if the student objects, the school cannot
collect his / her biometric information.
Similarly, regardless whether parental consent has been given, a student can object at any
time to the removal of their biometric information. Such objection must be given in
writing. When a student leaves the school, their biometric information will be securely
deleted.
A range of information can be downloaded below, together with any letters or consent forms
sent out by the school. If there are any questions or concerns which remain unanswered by
any of this information, please contact the school for clarification.

