
 

 

Comet Highlights 

From the December 9, 2019 School Board Meeting 

 

December 16 HS Winter Concert - 7:00 

December 17 MS Winter Concert - 6:30 

December 21-January 1 Winter Break 

January 2 School Resumes after Winter Break (Reminder: 

The 

 Board and others decided to move to this date 

 instead of coming back for only a Friday on 

 January 3rd or waiting to resume on Monday, 

 January 6th); We typically have returned on 

 January 3 in most years...depending on the 

 calendar) 

January 20 End of Semester Workday for Teachers - No 

school  

for students 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Approved - Open Enrollment 

 

● Sara Anne Christiansen - Maquoketa to Bellevue; Sara is 

currently attending Marquette, while taking some courses at 

Bellevue for her academic programming. She would like to enroll 

full-time at the Bellevue CSD for the second semester of the 

2019-2020 school year and continuing on in the 2020-2021 school 

year. 

 

Approved - Resignations 

 

● Adam Smith - HS Softball Coach; Adam appreciated the 

opportunity in coaching, but has decided to step away from 

coaching at this time. 

 

Approved - Recommendations to Hire 

● Cord Heim - F/S Boys basketball coach based on numbers in the 

program at the JV and F/S level. This provides more 

opportunities for students to play in games and improve their 

skills. 

 

 

 



 

 

Recognize any Visitors 

 

Curt Ernst, Matt Jaeger, Grace Dunn, Jackson Wagner, and Senator 

Carrie Koelker 

 

Comet Curriculum Update - Bellevue BIG 

 

Bellevue BIG shares some aspects of what they have been working on 

this school year as a “passion-based” program for student learning. 

Brin Daugherty shared how this is a non-traditional way of learning, 

about her work with Unified Champions and the importance of working 

with the youth and our community together. She also discussed the 

activities they are doing with the Kids that Care program and the 

pantry located on school grounds that can be accessed by students and 

parents. Grace followed up with more information on Kids that Care 

and Unified Champions and expressed her interest in doing this and 

what it means to the kids overall to participate with high school 

students in various activities. Jackson shared his work on the Urban 

Orchard developed by BIG in the past, and a possible expansion to 

include more fruit. Jackson also discussed the BIG Honey and 

harvesting in the next year, along with aquaponics and how lettuce is 

being grown and given to the cafeteria for use, along with a future 

project of growing tomatoes. 

 

Mr. Ernst and Mr. Jaeger discussed the aspect of “learning” and how 

things do not always turn out the way it is planned (fish examples in 

aquaponics from the past and needing to replace them), but how 

failure is part of learning and leads to future success. They also 

discussed the upcoming ski trip as Unified Champions and how everyone 

going is on an “equal playing field” on the slopes if they have not 

skied in the past. While projects continue annually, they are also 

modified to meet the needs of students and their learning, along with 

new projects developed. Both stated they are always looking for new 

ways to challenge students, which students are also looking for based 

on their interests. 

 

Legislative Update: State Senator Carrie Koelker 

 

Senator Carrie Koelker attended the meeting and discussed some 

aspects of the legislative session briefly. Some of her key points 

included the following: 

 

● She covers 42 rural communities, with a total population of 

about 62,000 Iowans.  

● The need to work collaboratively by both parties, and how this 

happens in 95% of the situations. 

● Last year accomplishments impacting education included the 

extension of the SAVE, $90 million to education in some manner, 

and rural transportation funding. 

● Senator Koelker stated that we must “Invest in Iowa”. 

 
 
 



 

 

● Some upcoming potential priorities mentioned mental health 

assistance (students and adults), classroom behaviors, and how 

they would like to have the education budget determined in the 

first 30-45 days of the session (which begins on January 13, 

2020). 

 

Review of the Iowa Testing Results (Iowa State Assessment of Student 

Progress - ISASP) 

 

Meyer shared results from the Iowa State Assessment of Student 

Progress (ISASP), along with a quick overview on the next page and as 

a handout at the meeting (will post this as well). These tests were 

taken in March last school year, and results became available in the 

last few weeks for school districts.  

 

Meyer shared the results in percentages for “Advanced” (beyond the 

normal proficiency), “Proficient”, and “Not Proficient”. You will 

also notice that three grades have Science scores (that is what the 

state measured and required for school districts).  

 

This was the first year of the assessment, as prior to this we gave 

the “Iowa Tests of Basic Skills - ITBS” and “Iowa Tests of 

Educational Development - ITEDS”. Therefore, the state averages and 

cutoffs were actually designed after the testing, with some 

controversy of where they are established at in some ways (I have 

been one questioning this). Regardless, our results are one measure 

of where our students are at...we must look at things far beyond 

these isolated results. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Budget Discussion Overview 

 

Meyer discussed and shared some of the key points in the material on 

budgets overall, along with where the Bellevue CSD is at financially 

at this time. The “Bellevue” information is on a separate attachment, 

but the overall explanations are below. 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

Facilities Discussion 

 

Three Items for discussion: 

 

1. Building Cost Analysis update 

2. Space for classrooms in the elementary 

3. Potential Summer Projects (handout at the meeting) 

 

1.Steve Baumann from Russell Construction is working with a local 

contractor on costs, and explaining needs, costs, etc. as they work 

collaboratively. Eventually, in the next month or two, I anticipate 

having a meeting with various local contractors to review the price, 

building design, etc. 

 

2.Meyer reviewed some thoughts from the work session on Monday, 

December 2. This included the discussion about moving around 

potentially 11 classrooms in the elementary or purchasing/building a 

modular building for two classrooms or departments at the elementary 

campus. Meyer shared that we must also look beyond next year, but 

also into the needs and amount of sections for the 2021-2022 school 

year and beyond. No decision was made at this meeting, and a decision 

is anticipated in January or February after more information 

gathering takes place by administration, board members, teachers, and 

others.  

 

3. Meyer shared a handout of the last year’s main projects and purchases 

completed, along with a handout of potential ideas for the upcoming 

year/summer. This will be discussed at future meetings as we look to make 

decision in February or March. Input and discussion took place about ideas, 

etc. 

 

Early Graduates 

 

Approved - The following students applied for Early Graduation at 

this time, pending completion of their academic work prior to the end 

of the 1st semester (A qualification for this is that students may 

apply for early graduation IF they will have met all graduation 

requirements by the end of the 1st semester in January):  

 

● Brandon Eggers 

● Kylee Haxmeier 

● Hannah Irwin 

● Makenna Klemme 

● Zachary Stroud 

● Bailey Van Zuiden 

● Kyanne Weimerskirch 

 

There could be an additional name to add to this, but at this time 

Mr. Recker only has these students. By graduating early students are 

not allowed to participate in school-sponsored extracurricular 

 
 
 



 

 

activities, etc. but we do allow them to attend Prom if they choose. 

They also are able to participate in our Commencement in May. These 

students can also elect to come back for the second semester if they 

wish to gain more academic credits, but would have to start on the 

first day of the semester. 

 

Music License 

 

Approved - Do you ever feel that “everything” is controlled by 

someone? This is another case in my opinion, but one we must abide 

by. In order to play music at events we must have a license in the 

district to play it. Obviously this has been going on for years, but 

some districts in Iowa and nationwide have been facing litigation and 

stiff fines for playing music without official rights to the music.  

 

I am recommending we contract with BMI (Broadcast Music, Inc.) to 

play music at events (athletic, fine arts, etc.) in the future. The 

cost is $254.53 for a year, which will have to be renewed each year. 

This also pertains to music our groups perform. 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 



 

 

CTE Academy 

 

The Eastern Iowa Community College District has asked each district 

to submit some “potential” numbers for enrollment by high school 

students in a variety of programs for the future. Below are the 

numbers of what I submitted after speaking with Mr. Recker and Mr. 

Jess, and other neighboring schools. I also received some possible 

numbers from Mr. Kaiser at Marquette as well. These are completely 

“guess-timates” in many ways.  

 

2020/2021 2022 2029 

 

Advanced Manufacturing 4 7 10 

Welding 9 12 12 

Business 14 16 20 

Culinary Arts 2 4 7 

Auto 4 5 8 

Nursing 8 10 14 

IT - Cybersecurity 4 6 8 

Construction 9 11 12 

 

Some notes with this: 

● These would all be working toward an associate’s degree for the 

students from the Eastern Iowa Community College District 

(EICC). 

● These numbers for 2020 or 2021 are likely high. 

● Locations would ideally be in Maquoketa (better yet in 

Bellevue, but financially for the college Bellevue is at the 

outer edge of the college district and providing funds to us is 

highly unlikely at this time). 

● There may be a bond referendum for a building/center for high 

school utilization in the future (September 2020???), but this 

would be primarily located and fund a building in Clinton 

county likely. 

● We have three students who travel to Maquoketa daily for a 

welding certification, and they took the prerequisite courses 

prior years at Bellevue HS from Mr. Marshall 

● We have several students in classes with Mrs. Weber in Business 

already in Bellevue earning college credits. 

● Culinary Arts is something that there may be plans for a part 

of the building at the Jackson County Fairgrounds to include. 

● Auto repair is an area we see a need for, but trying to work to 

make this happen with the college and other districts. 

● Nursing would be an extension of a CNA program we allow 

students to take at NICC and/or at Mill Valley for those 

interested. It would allow for more courses as they work toward 

an associate’s degree (like all courses) 

● Cybersecurity is an area where there may be a need in the 

future, but not sure where this may be for our students. 

 
 
 



 

 

● Construction is an area we do some small things in currently, 

and would like to expand this in many ways for our students 

with some college courses as an extension of our current 

programs. 

 

Another issue is finding qualified people to “teach” these programs 

and work with students (when they can potentially make more in the 

private sector). The high schools would have to hire these 

instructors in most cases if the classes are not offered at the 

Clinton, Scott, or Muscatine campuses of EICC. 

 

While we have three students attending Maquoketa right now for a 

welding certification, they drive on their own (car pool). Do we want 

to provide transportation in the future if our numbers grow? This is 

something to think about for the future as well. 

 

Jackson County Conference Board 

 

Mike Reed, Board President, was appointed to the Jackson County 

Conference Board to meet with county officials and other school 

officials to assist with the management of the county as a whole. 

 

Comet Reading and Reflection 

 

The reading below is from the same book as last month, “Disruptive 
Thinking” by Kylene Beers and Robert E. Probst. It discusses 
innovation and doing things differently, which I believe are 

essential for our school district and the success of our students in 

the future.  Thoughts on what you read? Are we innovative or “doing 

the same thing?” Is that “good or bad?” 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

Information Items 

 

National School Boards Association Conference in Chicago 

● Are you interested in attending? Some board members have 

attended this conference over the last 20 years plus...It is a 

great learning opportunity, and I encourage your involvement. A 

good part of the conference this year is that it is in Chicago 

and we can drive to it.  

 

District Survey Feedback  

● Any feedback from the survey from last month which I shared at 

the meeting? Meyer will post online. 

 

Safety and Security 

● The student and staff safety is our utmost concern at all 

times, and when we have a bomb threat, etc. we respond 

accordingly. Meyer provided some basic information at the 

meeting about this. Some students left on the day of the recent 

bomb threat with parents/family from the evacuation location, 

due to the threat (parents, etc. picked them up at the 

locations): 

○ Middle School - 23 students; 20 families 

○ High School - 14 students; 12 families 

○ Elementary - 5 students; 2 families (one had a student at 

the MS also, which is included in the numbers above) 

○ The district is also working on having a speaker discuss 

the implications of a threat to the person who makes the 

threat, and related consequences to societal impact and 

learning as a whole. 

 

Bus Inspections 

● The district has bus inspections twice each year, and they have 

expanded this to all vehicles which transport students. Our 

inspections have went very well in the past due to Tim Roth’s 

work in the bus barn, and our drivers. Adding suburbans, etc. 

to the inspection list means that the vehicles like this will 

need fire extinguishers, medical kit, “mess kit” for vomit, and 

a backup alarm. This will not be an issue for us, but a little 

bit of increased cost (along with the $50 cost for each vehicle 

which has to be inspected...another thing we are required to do 

that we also have to pay for!). 

 

Extracurricular Update 

● Meyer give a brief update of extracurricular activities. Some 

key topics were the following:  

● Band uniforms for the future - Cost of about $25,000-$30,000 

(the last uniforms were purchased 21 years ago) 

● Football sharing with Bellevue Marquette 

● Scoreboard for the football field and track area; Cost is still 

somewhat unknown, but some things may have to be done. The 

 
 
 



 

 

Board indicated a desire to not spend a significant amount for 

a “video board”, etc. 

 

 

 

 

Comments from Principals, Superintendent, and Board Members 

 

Adjourn 

 

Next meeting will be on Monday, January 13  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


