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Salish-Pend d’Oreille Timeline: From the Ice Age to the Present

15,000 to 9,000 years ago: Draining
of Glacial Lake Missoula and
warming of region after ice age.
Continuous native use of sites in area
dates to at least this time.

2000 years ago (O A.D.): Birth of Christ in Middle East. Across the
Northern Rockies, Salishan people have already flourished for almost ten
millennia, from the lower Clark Fork to the lower Musselshell. Perhaps
sometime between 0 and 1000 A.D., the great Salish nation splits into the
various tribes of the Salish language family that we know today.

510 years ago: Columbus lands in Caribbean.
300-400 years ago: Salish & Pend d’Oreille acquire horse.
1782: First documented smallpox epidemic in region.
1805: Lewis & Clark arrive in Salish territory.
1855: Hellgate Treaty establishes Flathead Reservation.

1910: Flathead Allotment Act opens Reservation to white settlement.
1935: Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes reconstituted under Indian Reorganization Act.
1975: Salish-Pend d’Oreille Culture Committee established.

This timeline tells us that even the entire period since Columbus
and other Europeans first arrived in North America —displayed in
lightest green at the far right end—constitutes less than six percent
of the span of Salish-Pend d’Oreille history, using the conservative
starting point of about 9,000 years ago. The entire period since
1800 comprises little more than one percent of the history of the

Salish and Pend d’Oreille people. If we were to represent this
timeline as a single 24-hour day, Lewis and Clark would arrive
at about 11:28 P.M.—about half an hour before midnight. In this
larger context, we can better understand just how recently and
how suddenly the Salish world was transformed by the upheaval
associated with non-Indian incursions into tribal territories.

