BIBLICAL BASIS FOR MISSION STATEMENT & VALUES

WE EXIST TO JOIN JESUS IN HIS MISSION TO TRANSFORM LIVES


The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. (Luke 19:10)



Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you. (John 20:21)



Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. (Matt. 28:19-20)



You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8)



When the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to
redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. (Galatians 4:4-5)



This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we
might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another.12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is
made complete in us. 13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his
Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.
(1 John 4:9-14)



The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)



“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and
will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. (John 5:24)



I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this
is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up
at the last day. (John 6:38-39)



Jesus cried out, “Whoever believes in me does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent
me. 45 The one who looks at me is seeing the one who sent me. 46 I have come into the world as a
light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. (John 12:44-46)



When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes
out from the Father—he will testify about me. 27 And you also must testify, for you have been with
me from the beginning. (John 15:26-27)



We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.
(2 Cor. 5: 20)

WE VIEW EVERYTHING THROUGH THE LENS OF THE GOSPEL.


When I came to you, I did not come with eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the
testimony about God. 2 For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and
him crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling. 4 My message and my
preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s
power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power. (1 Cor. 2:1-5)



I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the
body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. (Gal. 2:20)



I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone
who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel the righteousness of God is
revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will
live by faith. (Romans 1:16-17)



In Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. (Gal. 3:26-27)



You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly
dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us. (Romans 5:6-8)



It is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2:8-10)



If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is
from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins
against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. (2 Cor. 5:17-20)



Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I
come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one
Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel. (Philippians 1:27)



Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you
(1 Peter 1:3-4)

WE SHARE LEADERSHIP.


The next day Moses took his seat to serve as judge for the people, and they stood around him
from morning till evening. 14 When his father-in-law saw all that Moses was doing for the people,
he said, “What is this you are doing for the people? Why do you alone sit as judge, while all these
people stand around you from morning till evening?” 15 Moses answered him, “Because the people
come to me to seek God’s will. 16 Whenever they have a dispute, it is brought to me, and I decide
between the parties and inform them of God’s decrees and instructions.” 17 Moses’ father-in-law
replied, “What you are doing is not good. 18 You and these people who come to you will only wear
yourselves out. The work is too heavy for you; you cannot handle it alone. (Exodus 18:13-18)



So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to
equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the
whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth
by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and
craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow
to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the
whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in
love, as each part does its work. (Ephesians 4:11-16)



When one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere human beings?
5
What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe—
as the Lord has assigned to each his task.6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has
been making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only
God, who makes things grow. (1 Corinthians 3:4-7)



By the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you
ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has
distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these
members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and
each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to
each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance you’re your faith; 7 if it is serving,
then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving,
then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 9 Love must
be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one
another above yourselves. (Romans 12:3-10)



Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them,
and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to
become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your
slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:25-28)

WE ARE A FRIEND TO PEOPLE WHO ARE FAR FROM GOD.


The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend
of tax collectors and sinners.’ (Luke 7:34)



Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees
and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
(Luke 15:1-2, followed by 3 parables about rejoicing over finding what is lost: The Lost Sheep,
the Lost Coin, the Lost Son)



If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or
a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I
give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have
love, I gain nothing. (1 Corinthians 13:1-3)



This is what the LORD says: “Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation is close at hand
and my righteousness will soon be revealed. 2 Blessed is the one who does this—the person who
holds it fast, who keeps the Sabbath without desecrating it, and keeps their hands from doing any
evil.” 3 Let no foreigner who is bound to the LORD say, “The LORD will surely exclude me from his
people.” And let no eunuch complain, “I am only a dry tree.” 4 For this is what the LORD says: “To the
eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose what pleases me and hold fast to my covenant—
5
to them I will give within my temple and its walls a memorial and a name better than sons and
daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that will endure forever. 6 And foreigners who bind
themselves to the LORD to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all
who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold fast to my covenant— 7 these I will
bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and
sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all
nations.” 8 The Sovereign LORD declares—he who gathers the exiles of Israel: “I will gather still others
to them besides those already gathered.” (Isaiah 56:1-8)



Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many
as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became
like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the
law. 21 To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from
God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I
became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible
means I might save some. (1 Corinthians 9:19-22)



The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to
the land I will show you. 2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your
name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I
will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you. (Genesis 12:1-3)



Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer
everyone. (Colossians 4:5-6)



Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. (1 Peter 3:15b)

WE ARE A FRIEND TO PEOPLE WHO ARE SUFFERING.


The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. (Psalm 34:18)



“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the
oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19)



Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask
the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” (Matthew 9:35-38)



He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:8)



What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can
such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of
you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical
needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
18
But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and I will
show you my faith by my deeds. (James 2:14-18)



“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious
throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and
the goats on his left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by
my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the
world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed
me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 37 “Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
something to drink?38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and
clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 40 “The King will reply,
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
for me.’ (Matthew 25:31-40)

WE ARE A FRIEND TO PEOPLE WHO ARE DIFFERENT FROM US.


As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be
completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to
keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as
you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God
and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. (Ephesians 4:1-6)



Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37)



There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all
one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to
the promise. (Galatians 3:28-29)



Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by
those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands)—
12
remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel
and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13 But
now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
14
For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier,
the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and
regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making
peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to
death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those
who were near.18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 19 Consequently,
you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also
members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to
become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a
dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. (Ephesians 2:11-22)



“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in
heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax
collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than
others? Do not even pagans do that? (Matthew 5:34-47)



So [Jesus] came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to
his son Joseph.6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by
the well. It was about noon. 7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to
her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan
woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a
drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) (John 4:5-9ff)

