Mike Reilly
Resident of Blackmore Road

Tell us about
yourself

I grew up ono E. Fairfax Road in Cleveland Heights. I am a graduate
of St. Ignatius High School and attended Ohio University. I am
married to Fiona Reilly and we have three grown children. I am the
owner and president of Reilly Painting and Contracting, a company I
founded in 1975. Since 2000, I have also engaged in residential
investing. Fiona and I started The Campaign for Forest Hill several
years ago in response to what we believe has been a lack of
attention and action by our homeowner’s association to deal with
the housing problem in Forest Hill.

How long have
you lived in
Forest Hill?
Why did you
move here?

When Fiona and I moved to Forest Hill in early 1983 we were the
“young kids on the block.” Now we’re the older folks…we’ve been
here for 34 years. We raised our 3 children here and have a growth
chart on our kitchen wall. The housing stock and quiet tree-lined
streets were the reasons we moved here.

Why do you
want to be a
trustee?

I want to be a trustee because I believe I can help to solve some of
the significant problems in the community. First and foremost is
cleaning up the vacant houses. We need to pay particular attention
to our East Cleveland Forest Hill neighbors who bear the brunt of
much of the blight. In the absence of an effective city government in
East Cleveland, we need a homeowner’s association that is out there
actively advocating for its residents, using the covenants to enforce
standards, relentlessly going after the banks and others who are tied
to these vacant houses, lobbying for road repair and finding solutions
to cleaning up the streets.
In addition to the points above, I would also focus on launching a
capital campaign to raise money for signage, hires staff, clean up the
perimeters on Mayfield Road, fundraise and promote the Forest Hill
Swim Club, and lobby for road repairs with the county.

What will be
your
neighborhood
focus as a
trustee?

