A New Way of Transportation Planning
The Greater Buffalo Niagara Regional Transportation Council (GBNRTC)
is preparing the next Metropolitan Transportation Plan, Moving Forward
2050. The Plan aims to:
• Strengthen our communities and focus growth where we already have infrastructure
• Create economic development through transportation investments and workforce access
• Preserve and improve our natural environment
• Improve mobility and lower costs through technology
• Make this all happen through collaboration and partnerships
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Starting from One Region Forward

GETTING THERE

One Region Forward engaged more than
700 organizations and thousands of
residents to help us identify what we want
GETTING
out of our transportation system.
Moving Forward 2050 builds on this work.
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WHAT WE WANT IN 2050
OUR COMMUNITIES
In 2050, our communities will be brimming
with opportunities, providing residents with
various lifestyle choices and attracting
new, diverse residents, businesses, and
investments from all over the world.

OUR ECONOMY
In 2050, our economy will be globallycompetitive with shared prosperity that

HOW

to all residents in all neighborhoods.

OUR ENVIRONMENT
In 2050, our environment will be ecologically
healthy and easily accessible so that all
residents and visitors have abundant
opportunities to enjoy our region’s world
class waterways and open spaces.

INNOVATION
By 2050, we will be making transformative
changes to the way we plan, fund and
implement the region’s transportation
investments through harnessing
technological advances, making data-driven
decisions, and utilizing creative and diverse
partnerships and funding sources.

GETS US THERE
To get there, we will need transportation that connects our
region with a variety of convenient options to promote
opportunity, health and safety for all. At the same time, the
system will bolster a globally-competitive economy with
shared prosperity by encouraging efﬁcient use of our
resources, and collaborating to make smart, forward-looking
descions that harness changes in the future.

Strategies
Next Generation Highway — Commuter Expressway — External Interfaces

Regional Highway System

These three systems distribute trafﬁc around and into the metro area, accommodate
interregional trafﬁc (especially trucks), and experience congestion at rush hour times
in certain locations. Moving Forward 2050 strategies include :
• Improved real-time trafﬁc monitoring to detect congestion and incidents, and
re-route vehicles
• Incorporate autonomous vehicles (AVs) in a dedicated or managed lane
• Ramp meters to control the frequency at which vehicles enter the ﬂow of trafﬁc
• System-wide electronic tolling
• Preclearance of most passengers and freight to minimize border delays
• Reconstruction of roadway surface using innovative and sustainable materials

Smartly Enhanced Multi-Modal Arterials (SEMAs)
SEMAs are key corridors that work with Next Generation Highways to accommodate
rush hour trafﬁc surges. SEMAs support economic development, provide multiple
mobility options, and use modern street design and emerging technologies.
Moving Forward 2050 strategies include:
SEMA
• Coordinated signals to support smooth trafﬁc ﬂow
• Priority signals for buses and other multi-passenger vehicles
• Smart parking (reserve spaces via phone, improve signage)
• Dedicated autonomous transit lanes
• Bike and pedestrian infrastructure
• Green infrastructure

Secondary Arterials
• Smaller scale roadways, with some of the features of SEMAs
• Support local redevelopment in ﬁrst-ring suburbs
UB Regional Institute

Strategies
New Mobility + Transit
New mobility is the next generation of transportation. It relies on technology and data
to create an integrated and seamless transportation system. Moving Forward 2050
prepares the region for new technology, working to support equitable
access, and that people and safety come ﬁrst.

New Technologies
Emerging Transportation Services

• Mobility as a Service (MaaS): Provides a platform with a
customizable, on-demand service with real-time travel
information and smart payment systems
• Focused and frequent bus and light rail service: Traditional
transit will concentrate on the urban core and ﬁrst-ring
suburbs. Service will be fast and frequent, including some
bus rapid transit routes. Light rail will connect Buffalo’s
waterfront to the University at Buffalo’s north campus.
• Transportation Network Companies (TNCs): “Microtransit”
circulators or cars provide ﬁrst/last mile services in our
region’s suburbs and rural areas. Subsidies will continue
to be provided to ensure equitable access.
• Autonomous vehicles (AVs): “Driverless” AVs may be on
our roadways within 10 years. Expected beneﬁts include
improved safety to passengers, pedestrians and cyclists,
and improved accessibility for non-drivers, seniors, and
people with disabilities.
• Mobility hubs: A one-stop shop for different mobility
services like buses, circulators, bike and car share, electric
vehicle charging, and real-time navigation information.
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Strategies
Smaller Cities: Niagara Falls, Lockport,
Tonawandas, Lackawanna
• Complete streets where appropriate: walkable, bike lanes, and green
infrastructure
• Support local economic development
• Better connectivity from neighborhoods to services, shopping areas
• Autonomous circulators for frequent and efﬁcient mobility

Village Centers
• Enhanced walkability with sidewalk plans and street crossings
• Bike infrastructure where appropriate
• Parking management with smart parking, signage, striping
• Local circulators (including autonomous)
• Retroﬁt and redesign of State and county roadways
• Support local economic development

Cycle Network
• Next generation Shoreline Trail: electronic wayﬁnding, Wi-Fi, bike
counters, e-bike charging stations, durable and sustainable trail
materials, and integration with the Buffalo Blueway
• Bi-national connections: bicycle lanes or other accommodations
at border crossings
• New trail opportunities: Empire State Trail
• Commuting network: complete the Buffalo Bike Master Plan and
Niagara Falls cycling network, make connections with ﬁrst-ring
suburbs and smaller cities, bicycle amenities at mobility hubs
• Olmsted Park System build out: support connections from parks
to waterways

Rural Roadways
• More sustainable construction materials and design of culverts to
minimize disruption of waterways and impacts on habitat and wildlife
• Upgrade roadways, shoulders and bridges in agricultural districts to
accommodate heavier commercial farming equipment

Infrastructure for Reconsideration
• Repurpose the region’s overbuilt and underutilized infrastructure to
be more productive and less costly

Freight
• Freight hubs: integrate rail and truck, logistics, brokering,
hospitality and other mamenities
• Faster border crossings: electronic tolling, customs pre-clearance
• Bi-national Autonomous Green Freight Corridor: connect WNY to
Canada, alternative fuel stations, AV lanes
• AV truck platoons on highways
• Local deliveries: pick-up lockers, delivery bots, drones

External Opportunities
• Link with the GO Train to Toronto
• Support Empire Corridor high speed rail to NYC
• Develop Buffalo-Niagara Falls passenger rail

Next Steps
Draft MTP
for public review
and engagement
early 2018

Finalize
Spring
2018

Implement via
innovative
funding and
partnerships

Comments or Questions?
438 Main Street
Suite 503
Buffalo, NY 14202

716.856.2026
staff@gbnrtc.org

www.gbnrtc.org

