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Background 

The First Environments Early Learning Center (FEELC) is a child care center in the Research Triangle Park (RTP), 

North Carolina. FEELC was established in 1986 by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the 

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS). It is managed by the non-profit First Environments 

Parents' Organization. FEELC's primary goal is to provide a world class, National Association for the Education of 

Young Children accredited, North Carolina 5-star rated child care facility to EPA and NIEHS employees, research 

fellows, and contractors. 

Nearly 200 children and their parents are served by FEELC. Consistent with the agencies' environmental 

missions, FEELC programming emphasizes nature and the environment and operational practices maximize 

resources to support sustainability. 

By cooperating to maintain the Center's operations, the two agencies create a recruitment and retention 

incentive for current and future FEELC employees and others. The agencies, in coordination with the First 

Environments Parents' Organization, ensure that the Center thrives as an innovative, unique resource for 

employees and an example for the community. 

Purpose 

This MOU establishes responsibilities and general financial agreements between EPA and NIEHS relative to the 

guidance provided to and the costs associated with the efficient operations and maintenance of the FEELC 

facility. Specific financial transactions to implement this MOU are addressed in lnteragency Agreement Number 

RW75923493. 

Authorities 

The statutory authority for this MOU and for subsequent interagency agreements is the Clean Air Act, Section 

102(b), which authorizes the EPA administrator to cooperate with federal departments and agencies, such as 

NIEHS, which has functions relating to the prevention and control of air pollution. The provision states that this 

cooperation is to assure the utilization in the federal air pollution control program of all appropriate and 

available facilities and resources within the federal government. The statutory authority for NIEHS is 40 U.S.C. § 

590 and section 463 of the Public Health Service Act, 42 U.S.C. § 2851. Funds will be transferred and received 

under interagency agreements pursuant to the Economy Act, 31 U.S.C. § 1535. 

Key Personnel 

Principal contacts on matters relating to operation and funding of FEELC are: 

EPA: 

Deborah Thomas 

Program Analyst 

U.S. EPA (604-02 

RTP, NC 27711 

NIEHS: 

Edward Kang 

Employee Services Manager 

NIEHS 

P.O. Box 12233 

RTP, NC 27711 




