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The Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Region Collaborative Environmental Monitoring (MABR CEM) App 

collects a variety of information from its users. Our privacy policy describes exactly what we collect and 

how we use it. 

What kinds of information do we collect? 

We collect the content and other information users provide when they submit a location to our app. Each 

submission automatically sends us the user’s location. The user must also submit the name of the 

location and the type of submission; although this is required, the user has full creative control of what is 

submitted. Users can also submit additional, optional information, including a photograph and detailed 

description of the location submitted, as well as their name and email. 

How do we use the information? Is any of it shared with outside parties? 

Most of the information collected is shared with all other users of the app. When viewing the main map 

screen, each approved submission can be seen as a colored pin. Any user can click on the pins and access: 

locations, photos, location names, submission types, and detailed descriptions. That way, users can try to 

find interesting locations, or can be aware of potential hazards, when they are out adventuring within the 

MABR! 

We use this information in order to keep track of hazards and trends in our biosphere region. For us, the 

location of each submission is required in order to understand where the submission is located, or where 

it came from. For example, if a user finds invasive species in a particular location, we want to know 

exactly where it was found and the location allows us to do so. Photos allow us to see what you see. We 

can determine if, for example, the invasive species you submitted was identified correctly. If you made a 

mistake, your photo allows us to fix it for you! The type of submission immediately organizes all of our 

data into a number of categories. This information is analyzed by staff at the Mount Arrowsmith 

Biosphere Region Research Institute, who identify trends in the data and determine if additional action is 

required. For example, if many users are submitting photos of invasive species in a particular area, we 

may decide that removal of that species should take place. We would then pass on locations, photos, 

location names, submission types, and detailed descriptions to members of the MABR’s governing 

Roundtable to determine next steps in removing the identified species. 

Personal information submitted by users (names 

and emails) will not ever be shared with outside 

parties. A user will only be contacted if we do not 

understand the submission or have noticed a 

discrepancy. Contact information allows us to reach 

out and fix the issue so that the submission can be 

approved. 

 


