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INTRO 
1. I’m amazed by the power of the internet to make all things accessible. 
     a. Yesterday I ordered an item from New Zealand. I regularly order my pens from Japan.  
     b. But the internet has also created a knowledge society.  

1) We can access so much information that we think we’re OWED knowledge. 
 2) I’ve been able to fix things, save money, and access data I never imagined. 

3) What knowledge have you discovered online that changed your life?  
 4) Maybe some of you even have college degrees from the internet . . .  
2. The phrase, “Scientia potentia est” traces back to Francis Bacon in the 16th century. 
     a. The aphorism “knowledge is power,” was taught to me from a young age. 
     b. It summed up the Enlightenment, but perhaps also these times in which we live. 
3. We just started our series in the book of Ecclesiastes, entitled This Won’t End Well. 
     a. It’s a quasi-Nihilistic view on the world that grapples with the meaning of life. 
     b. Over the next chapter or so, the author will examine multiple meaningless endeavors. 
     c. This morning, we begin by looking at WISDOM. 
 
VERSES 4-7 
4 Generations come and generations go, but the earth remains forever. 5 The sun rises and the sun sets, and 
hurries back to where it rises.6 The wind blows to the south and turns to the north; round and round it goes, ever 
returning on its course. 7 All streams flow into the sea, yet the sea is never full. To the place the streams come from, 
there they return again.	
 
1. What I love about spending time in the city: the layers of humanity here. 
     a. My favorite current picture: from 1906, this picture of the old Eden Park Trolley Bridge. 
 1) This train bridge is now gone. The trolley doesn’t run. 
 2) Without this picture though, I’m not aware that any of this used to exist. 
 3) At least once a week, I pass by this spot but I don’t always think about my place 
     b. We don’t necessarily recognize our place in the world throughout the course of time. 

1) The Population Reference Bureau estimate that108 Billion people have lived. 
2) People come, and go, but the earth—the environment of humanity—continues. 

2. The author here says looking at the earth, that natural occurrences are predictable. 
     a. We can chart sunrise, sunset, weather patterns, and there’s rarely anything new. 
     b. Even if we don’t recognize it, chances are, it’s happened in history before. 
     c. Whether we’re here or not, nature continues to operate 24/7/365. 
3. The author’s contention: while there’s movement, there’s ultimately stagnation. 
     a. Nature is incredibly active but it really isn’t going anywhere. 
     b. This seems meaningless in itself. Our environment holds its form, doing nothing new. 
 
VERSE 8-11 
8 All things are wearisome, more than one can say. The eye never has enough of seeing, nor the ear its fill of 
hearing. 9 What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the 
sun. 10 Is there anything of which one can say, “Look! This is something new”? It was here already, long ago; it was 
here before our time. 11 No one remembers the former generations, and even those yet to come will not be 
remembered by those who follow them. 
 
1. Moving now from the ENVIRONMENT of humanity to THE EXPERIENCE OF HUMANITY. 
     a. This is understood through our senses. 
     b. Verse 8 word for “things” [Haddabarim], means all “words” are wearisome. 
     c. The second part notes eye and ear to we have here: speaking, seeing, hearing 
2. Despite this, the author tells us that there’s nothing new under the sun.	
     a. Life’s phenomena are repeated, even if we think it’s an original. 
     b. And we see this outside the nature world as well. 



1) In songs, such as Vanilla Ice stealing Bowie & Queen’s Under Pressure. 
2) In movies, like Oceans 11 with Clooney being a remake of Sinatra. 
3) In technology, like the Apple Watch being . . . well, a watch. 

     c. No matter how innovative it seems, what exists today built on the whole past. 
3. The human experience: wait for something new to create meaning but nothing comes.	
 
VERSE 12-14 
12 I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 I applied my mind to study and to explore by wisdom all that 
is done under the heavens. What a heavy burden God has laid on mankind! 14 I have seen all the things that are 
done under the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the wind.  
 
1. Again, a reference to a Solomonic type figure. His wisdom is seen as unparalleled.  
     a. It is he that grapples with the meaninglessness of our environment and our senses. 
     b. In the midst of meaninglessness, can wisdom provide meaning in this world? 
2. This revelation was prefaced by study.  
     a. The critique of wisdom begins with an honest experience. 
     b. The difference between book smarts and street smarts divides people. 
 1) The wisdom discussed here is all encompassing (both book AND street).  
 2) We’ll discuss the burden this brings in the next part of the text.  

3) The result of the Teacher’s study: WISDOM IS MEANINGLESS. But why? 
 
VERSE 15-18 
15 What is crooked cannot be straightened; what is lacking cannot be counted.16 I said to myself, “Look, I have 
increased in wisdom more than anyone who has ruled over Jerusalem before me; I have experienced much of 
wisdom and knowledge.” 17 Then I applied myself to the understanding of wisdom, and also of madness and folly, 
but I learned that this, too, is a chasing after the wind. 
18 For with much wisdom comes much sorrow; the more knowledge, the more grief. 
 
1. This crookedness here in 15 is the author’s view of the world that God has thrust us into. 
     a. We don’t have the ability to straighten this crooked system.  
     b. This honesty is formed by the author’s experience in the world.  
2. Why is the situation untenable? Because the power of knowledge isn’t always helpful. 
     a. Wisdom or knowledge in a world that’s crooked and unchangeable is useless. 
     b. Even more so than this, the knowledge is frustrating when broken systems continue. 
     c. Knowledge merely makes us aware of what is wrong with the world. It’s not change. 
3. A current events example: The ISIS situation in Iraq. Are you aware/affected? 
     a. Every day people are murdered throughout the world. ISIS is doing the same thing. 
     b. Their goal: use the power of media to pull countries into war. 
     c. This is one of the negatives about the internet: a smaller world makes me more aware. 

1) I have Facebook friends around the globe (Myanmar, Nigeria, Indonesia). 
2) I feel a burden for places that I’ve never even been. 
3) Our knowledge in this case, is less than helpful. It adds guilt to my life. 

     d. Hence VERSE 18: with much wisdom comes much sorrow. Knowledge is grief. 
     e. And this text from the next chapter expands the author’s perspective (Ecc2:12-17) 

12 Then I turned my thoughts to consider wisdom, and also madness and folly. What more can the king’s 
successor do than what has already been done? 13 I saw that wisdom is better than folly, just as light is 
better than darkness.14 The wise have eyes in their heads, while the fool walks in the darkness; but I came 
to realize that the same fate overtakes them both.15 Then I said to myself, “The fate of the fool will 
overtake me also. What then do I gain by being wise?” I said to myself, “This too is meaningless.”16 For the 
wise, like the fool, will not be long remembered; the days have already come when both have been 
forgotten. Like the fool, the wise too must die! 17 So I hated life, because the work that is done under the 
sun was grievous to me. All of it is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.  

 
 



CONCLUSION 
1. What the author is setting up here long term:  
     a. It’s not that wisdom is really IRRELEVANT, but that it is not THE ANSWER to our humanity. 
     b. Our mistake: when we think we can THINK our way to a better existence. 
 1) This is tough for me to say. We founded our church on the value of DEPTH. 
 2) In today’s America, we need to present faith as being INTELLIGENT, not clueless. 
 3) But if we think knowledge will bring the masses to Jesus, we’re mistaken.  
 4) Our minds our powerful, but the wisdom of Christ is far greater. 
2. The message of the Gospel transcends our earthly wisdom. 
3. The apostle Paul confirms this in 1 Corinthians 1:18-21. 
 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 
20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish 
the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased 
through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 

 


