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Fourteen year old Latu Mafi is a top student at Tonga High 
School in Nuku'alofa in the Kingdom of Tonga. She’s been 
inspired by her whole family, but her sister taught her to 
aim for the top and reach for her dreams. She’s taking it 
one step at a time and is planning to become a doctor so 
she can help the people of Tonga. 



Rachel and her baby Loupipi at their 
house in Hanuabada village in Port 
Moresby,Papua New Guinea. 



Stella provides support to children with disabilities in the 
Kingdom of Tonga. Ma’a Fafine Moe Famili is a government 

funded social program that focuses on early intervention to 
ensure children are getting the right stimulation and care to 
help them reach their full potential. Here, Stella is holding 

baby Stanley who was born with a disorder that limits his 
motor skills and movement. Stella and her team visit once a 

week and take him through a range of exercises that are 
helping him build strength and confidence. 



Luticia is a student at a primary school outside 
of Nuku'alofa  in the Kingdom of Tonga. The 
island nation has already built a network of 
high achievers through the diaspora in Aotearoa, 
Australia, the USA and beyond. Education is the 
key to Tonga’s success and the Human Capital 
Project can help target investments to ensure 
continued success for Tongan students, at home 
and overseas. 



The Early Childhood Development Project in 
the Marshall Islands is putting the focus 
on younger children to ensure they get a 
healthy start and get into school early. 



Hellen is 11 years old and she lives in Hanuabada 
village in Port Moresby,Papua New Guinea. She 
studies hard in school and wants to become a 

pilot when she grows up.  She says it’s hard when 
she sees some of her fellow classmates struggling 
without lunch and she shares what little she has 

to help them get through the day.



Nineteen year old Sima Billy is 
pregnant and since her partner left 
her 6 months ago, she’s been on her 
own.  She lives in Mirigini village 
in Port Moresby and gets advice from 
a community volunteer who teaches her 
about nutrition and helps her get to 
the hospital for her ante-natal care 
visits. 



Kinisalote Tupou teaches grade 1 at Yat Sen Primary 
School in Suva, Fiji. She’s been teaching for 

decades, mostly in remote communities on Fiji’s 
outer islands. She’s heartened by the recent 
increase of support for education from the 
government. She says transport support and 

subsidized lunches will help more children thrive 
and reap the rewards of education. 



Meleane, age 14, Tonga High School, 
Nuku'alofa, Kingdom of Tonga



Manu works with Ma’a Fafine Moe Famili to 
support vulnerable children in the Kingdom of 
Tonga. Children suffering from malnutrition 
get support from Manu and her team and they 
make  weekly visits to help the family 
strengthen the child’s health. Advice on 
healthy eating and how to plant a veggie 
garden are just some of the tips they share in 
the hope of turning the tide and getting the 
child back on a healthy track. 



Charlie Maikai works as a community 
development volunteer in Mirigini village in 
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. He works with 
fathers and families of expectant mothers and 
helps them stay on a healthy diet with lots of 
fresh produce and protein so more babies are 
born healthy. In a country where 48% of 
children suffer from malnutrition, Charlie is 
on the frontline of the fight against 
malnutrition in PNG.



Louisa Keke is from Milne Bay in Papua New Guinea. 
She’s come to Port Moresby to give birth. Even 
though the maternity ward in the capital is working 
beyond its capacity, many mothers prefer to come to 
the hospital as rural health centers are often 
understaffed and under resourced. 



Thirteen year old Reani goes to Yat Sen 
Primary School in Suva, Fiji. She wants 
to be a pilot when she grows up so she 
can travel. Paris and Hawaii are the 

first places on her list. 



Saane Tone is the mother of four children and 
she lives in Lavengatonga on the eastern end of 
Tongatapu in the Kingdom of Tonga. Her husband 
works overseas picking fruit in Australia so 

she’s left to care for the children on her own 
while he’s away.  Her oldest daughter recently 

had a health scare where she was gradually 
becoming paralyzed on her right side. Saane was 
frustrated by the lack of support she got from 

the medical clinics and hospital and she 
eventually turned to traditional healers who 

helped her daughter recover. 



Nakelo Montessori preschool, Nuku'alofa, Kingdom of Tonga. 





Mary is 19 years old and lives in Mirigini 
village in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. She 
was considering giving birth in her house when 
a community volunteer encouraged her to go to 
the hospital instead. In a county with high 
infant and maternal mortality, the shift to 
seeking ante-natal care is crucial in creating 
a healthy start for children and mothers. 



Paanepasa Telefoni is 15 years old and dreams of becoming 
a doctor. He’s a student at Tonga High School in the 
nation’s capital, Nuku'alofa. His family don’t have much 
money and his mother suffers from a long term illness so 
he wants to get a medical degree to help his family and 
give back to his country.



Joanna is a single mum looking after her son in a 
makeshift house outside of Majuro in the Marshall Islands. 
Every week she gets a visit from home educators who give 
her advice on the right food and games that will help her 

boy develop and thrive. The World Bank’s $13 million 
support for early childhood in the Marshall Islands will 

help more vulnerable mother's access this crucial service. 



Victoria, age 12, Nuku'alofa, Kingdom of Tonga



Garry is 14 years old and lives in Hanuabada village in 
Port Moresby,Papua New Guinea. He loves school and plans 
to go to America to study chemistry like his older 
brother. He says in the future he’ll help his family by 
working overseas and sending money home. 



Majuro Cooperative school, Marshall Islands



Nakelo Montessori preschool, 
Nuku'alofa, Kingdom of Tonga. 



Yat Sen Primary School, Suva, Fiji.



Polonia is from Lavengatonga on the eastern 
end of Tongatapu in the Kingdom of Tonga. 

Her mum says she’s doing well in school and 
she credits a World Bank supported project 

called Pearl that helped Naomi get an early 
start in learning and a solid foundation 

with traditional Tongan language. 



Deborah, Majuro High School, 
Republic of the Marshall Islands.



Yat Sen Primary School, Suva, Fiji.



Nuku'alofa, Kingdom of Tonga. 



Apenisa is 12 years old and goes to Yat Sen 
Primary School, Suva, Fiji. He loves history 
and wants to be a historian when he grows up. 
His second passion is Marine Biology and he 

says he learns a lot from his grandfather who 
spent his life sailing the Pacific ocean. 



Hanuabada village,Port Moresby,Papua New Guinea. 



Dr Paula Zzefrio is an obstetrician at Port Moresby 
General Hospital in Papua New Guinea. She says that 

underfunding and understaffing of the maternity clinic 
means she sometimes has to do 24 hour shifts without 
sleep. She says they are overwhelmed by the number of 

patients and sometimes they have to turn patients away. 
Despite the enormous challenges, she says she’s hopeful 

that increased funding for health and education can make 
a big difference in the country. 



Majuro Cooperative school, Marshall Islands



Paula Meaba had to drop out of school when she was 17 
years old. She was a top student and just 18 months away 
from graduating but her family needed her to look after 
her ailing father. When she left school, she soon got 
married and had 2 children and her dreams of a career 

faded. Paula got a second chance a couple years ago when a 
program got her back into school, helped her finish her 

degree and now she’s studying to become a nurse and does 
homework at the table with her children. 



Sione, Nuku'alofa, Kingdom of Tonga. 



Majuro, Marshall Islands



Koloa, Nuku'alofa, Kingdom of Tonga. 



Majuro, Marshall Islands
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