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Sunday Before Nativity - Κυριακή Πρό τῆς Γεννήσεως

Sebastian and his companions, Zoe, Tranquilinus, Claudius, Tivurtius, Phokas, Hermylos,
Eviotus, Marcus, Marcellinus and Castulus the Martyrs, Zachaeus the Deacon and Alpheios the
Reader the Hieromartyrs, Michael the Syggelos and Confessor, Florus, Bishop of Aminsos
“By the intercessions of Your Holy Saints, O Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us. Amen!”

Today’s Memorials

1 Year Memorial for Christine Callesis
1 Year Memorial for Stavros Varvouris (Brother of Maria Varvouris Ladikos)
2 Year Memorial for Ellisseos Michael Papandreou
8 Year Memorial for Vassie (Vasilia) Paparodis (Mother of Helen Kacur & Beth Paparodis Valcarcel)
9 Year Memorial for Michael Papandreou
25 Year Memorial for Tom (Athanasios) Paparodis (Father of Helen Kacur & Beth Paparodis Valcarcel)
36 Year Memorial for Nikolaos Varvouris (Father of Maria Varvouris Ladikos)

40 Day Blessing
Baby of Pericles and Allison Demestihas

SUNDAY SCHOOL NATIVITY PAGEANT
Our Annual Nativity Pageant today in the
Cathedral following Divine Liturgy

Today’s Coffee Fellowship is Sponsored by the Family of Maria Varvouris
Ladikos in Loving Memory of Nikolaos & Stavros Varvouris
ST. SEBASTIAN THE MARTYR

This Saint, who was from the city of Milan, was a member of the Senate as
well as a zealot for the Faith of Christ, and had converted many to the
knowledge of God. When Diocletian and Maximian began a Persecution
against the Christians, Saint Sebastian was arrested and pierced with sharp
arrows, and the bones of his body were shattered with clubs; and being cut
into pieces, he gave up his spirit to God in the year 288. Together with him
there were others also who died while enduring various tortures. Their names
are Marcellinus and Mark the brethren, Tranquillinus their father, Nicostratus
and his spouse Zoe, Tiburtius, Claudius, Castulus, and Castor.

(From the Website of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese)

ORDER OF HYMNS FOLLOWING THE SMALL ENTRANCE
Apolytikion

Ἀπολυτίκιον τῶν Πατέρων Ἦχος β'
Μεγάλα τὰ τῆς Πίστεως κατορθώματα! ἐν τῇ πηγῇ
τῆς φλογός, ὡς ἐπὶ ὕδατος ἀναπαύσεως, οἱ Ἅγιοι
τρεῖς Παῖδες ἠγάλλοντο· καὶ ὁ Προφήτης Δανιήλ,
λεόντων ποιμήν, ὡς προβάτων ἐδείκνυτο. Ταῖς αὐτῶν
ἱκεσίαις Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός, σῶσον τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.

Resurrectional Apolytikion Mode 1
The stone had been secured with a seal by the Judeans,
* and a guard of soldiers was watching Your immaculate body. * You rose on the third day, O Lord * and
Savior, granting life unto the world. * And therefore
the powers of heaven cried to You, O Lifegiver: *
Glory to Your resurrection, O Christ; * glory to Your
kingdom; * glory to Your dispensation, only One who
loves mankind.
Apolytikion for the Fathers Mode 2.
Magnificent are Faith's accomplishments! The three
holy Youths exultingly stood in the fountain of fire as
if beside the still waters of rest. And Daniel the Prophet was shown to be a shepherd of lions. At their entreaty, O Christ God, save our souls.

Κοντάκιον τῶν Κεκοιμημένων Ἦχος πλ. δ'
Μνήσθητι, Κύριε, ὡς ἀγαθὸς τῶν δούλων σου καὶ
ὅσα ἐν βίῳ ἥμαρτον συγχώρησον·οὐδεὶς γὰρ
ἀναμάρτητος, εἰ μὴ σὺ ὁ δυνάμενος καὶ τοῖς
μεταστασι δοῦναι τήν ἀνάπαυσιν.

Kontakion for the Departed Mode pl. 4
Remember, O Lord, as You are good, Your servants,
and forgive every sin they have committed in this life.
For no one is sinless except You, Who have power to
grant rest to those who have fallen asleep.

Ἀπολυτίκιον τοῦ Ναοῦ Ἦχος δ'
Σήμερον τῆς σωτηρίας ἡμῶν τὸ Κεφάλαιον, καὶ τοῦ
ἀπ' αἰῶνος Μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις, ὁ Υἱὸς τοῦ
Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ Γαβριὴλ τὴν
χάριν εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καὶ ἡμεὶς σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ
Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωμεν· Χαῖρε Κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ Κύριος
μετὰ σοῦ.

Apolytikion of the Church Mode 4
Today is the beginning of our salvation, and the revelation of the mystery which was hidden from eternity.
The Son of God becomes the Virgin’s Son, and Gabriel announces the grace of this Good News. Let us also
join with him, calling to the Theotokos: Rejoice, O
Woman full of grace; the Lord is with you.

Κοντάκιον Προεόρτιον Ἦχος γ'
Ἡ Παρθένος σήμερον, τὸν προαιώνιον Λόγον, ἐν
Σπηλαίῳ ἔρχεται, ἀποτεκεῖν ἀπορρήτως. Χόρευε ἡ
οἰκουμένη ἀκουτισθεῖσα, δόξασον μετὰ Ἀγγέλων καὶ
τῶν Ποιμένων, βουληθέντα ἐποφθῆναι, παιδίον νέον,
τὸν πρὸ αἰώνων Θεόν.

Kontakion of the Forefeast Mode 3
On this day the virgin comes to the cave to give birth
to * God the Word ineffably, * Who was before all
ages. * Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing * the gladsome tidings; * with the Angels and the Shepherds
now glorify Him * Who is willing to be gazed on * as
a young Child Who * before the ages is God.

Ἀναστάσιμον Ἀπολυτίκιον Ἦχος α΄
Τοῦ λίθου σφραγισθέντος ὑπὸ τῶν Ἰουδαίων, καὶ
στρατιωτῶν φυλασσόντων τὸ ἄχραντόν σου Σῶμα,
ἀνέστης τριήμερος Σωτήρ, δωρούμενος τῷ κόσμῳ
τὴν ζωήν· διὰ τοῦτο αἱ Δυνάμεις τῶν οὐρανῶν ἐβόων
σοι ζωοδότα· Δόξα τῇ Ἀναστάσει σου Χριστέ, δόξα
τῇ βασιλείᾳ σου, δόξα τῇ οἰκονομίᾳ σου, μόνε
φιλάνθρωπε.

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 13 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK

Sunday Before Nativity - Κυριακή Πρό τῆς Γεννήσεως
TODAY’S EPISTLE READING:
ST PAUL’S LETTER TO THE HEBREWS 11:9-10; 32-40
EPISTLE READER: KATHERINE SPETSERIS
PROKEIMENON: Blessed are You, O Lord, the God of our fathers.
VERSE: For You are just in all You have done.

B

RETHREN, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents

with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city which
has foundation, whose builder and maker is God.And what more shall I say? For time would fail me
to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets - who through
faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies
to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they
might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment.
They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were killed with the sword; they went
about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated - of whom the world was not worthy - wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well attested by
their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us,that apart from
us they should not be made perfect.

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 1:1-25
he book of the Genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was the
father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of
Ram, and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the
father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed
the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king. And David was the father of Solomon by the wife
of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of
Asa, and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah,
and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, and Josiah the
father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. And after the deportation to
Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok,
and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the
father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of
whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy
Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her
quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph,
son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she
will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." All this took
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
his name shall be called Emmanuel" (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called
his name Jesus.

T

DIVINE LITURGY CONTINUES ON PAGE 27 OF THE DIVINE LITURGY BOOK

ACOLYTES GROUP FOUR
Jack McClure
Jack Demos
John Xides
Manoli Pappas
Matthew Davis
Yannis Pothoulakis

HANDMAIDENS GROUP FOUR

James Kostopoulos
Nikolaos Odenwelder
Michael Costopoulos
Teddy Gassert
William Adams

Stacie Nefos
George Koulouris

Callie McBride
Callie Davis
Mela Xides
Paraskevi Baker

Tom McBride III
George Karolis

Elli Moraitakis
Isabella DeLeon
Natalia DeLeon
Renna Moraitakis

Charlie Burland
Dimitri Shreckengost

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is offered in the Orthodox Church only to those individuals baptized and chrismated

(confirmed) in the Orthodox Faith. To participate in Holy Communion one must be in good standing
with the Church spiritually (for example, married people must have had their marriage blessed in the
Church; and, all must be without grave sin on their hearts). For all Orthodox Christians, the proper
preparation for Holy Communion must be observed: that is, examination of conscience, confession,
reading the prayers for Holy Communion, and the proper fasting. If you have any further questions
about this, please speak with the clergy. Women should remove all lipstick when approaching for Holy
Communion. Please let parents with their babies and the elderly approach first. Thank you.

“How lovely is Your tabernacle, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs, yes, even faints for
the courts of the Lord; My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.”

Psalm 83 (84): 1-2
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