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Deacons’ Meeting
Student Ministry Fall Retreat
2018 Ministry Action Plan Discussion
Student Ministry Fellowship Breakfast
No Preschool or Parents’ Day Out
Student Ministry Early Release Project
Trunk or Treat
Combined Evening Service at Second Baptist
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family who offered to help pay for some
children to go who otherwise would have been
unable to attend. Thank you to those who
contributed (you know who you are) and
made it possible for these kids to be a part of a
great spiritual experience. Hey, and thanks for
helping me to go. I came back refreshed and
challenged to follow the theme of the week,
“DO Justice, LOVE Kindness, WALK
Humbly with my
God”! GOD
OPENS HEARTS!

Wow! Where Did It Go?
by Vicky McCullough

Okay, Vicky, take a deep breath! Summer is in the
books and how quickly it passed, with hardly a time to
breathe, and what a great summer it was. Let me share
some of the stories from the summer.

☻ One camp that
even preceded my
tenure as Director
of Children’s Ministries is Kids of the
Kingdom. It is also a camp that fills up
quickly and often leaves someone unhappy
that they did not get registered in time. This
year, as always, I spent a week making
relationships with children and learning about
what they find important in their life. I am
grateful for this valuable time because human
relationships are most important in leading
children to a relationship with Christ. GOD
PROVIDES OPPORTUNITIES!

☻ As the week of Mega Camp approached, I was
discouraged because there had not been the
response I had hoped for, that is, a full camp.
So, I prayerfully decided to open the camp up
to the kids at Christ Central and offer it to
them free. Those children from Christ Central
joined us on that Monday morning. Through
that connection a wonderful relationship was
begun with Elaine Jackson, who coordinates
children’s activities at Christ Central, and with
some awesome kids.
GOD WORKS IN
MYSTERIOUS
WAYS!

☻ The final week of summer activities was
Basketball Camp and what a week it was!
Forty kids, ages 6-11, filled the gym with the
sound of bouncing basketballs and cheers of
victory for the skills they were learning. But
there was more. On Thursday, as I presented
our devotion time, God’s plan of salvation, the
kids began to ask questions about why God
would let His Son die and what happened to
Nicodemus after Jesus talked with him about
“being born again”.
These questions can lead
to a faith beginning or
deepening of a child’s
faith. GOD GIVES US
THE GIFT OF
CURIOSITY!

☻ When my favorite
week of the year
rolled around, VBS,
I was excited about
all the blessings God
already knew would be in store for those
involved. The scenery for the opening and
closing was in place. Leaders had prepared
their rooms, had their supplies, and were
eagerly awaiting the precious faces of the
kids. Then it happened. We had more children
than we had planned on! Problem? Heck no.
The wonderful leadership worked together.
Debbie Dixon in the office got busy ordering
what we could and St. John’s, who had used
the same curriculum, came through with some
leftovers to make everything appear as if there
was no hiccup. GOD PROVIDES!

Now as I catch my breath and begin to change my
focus to the changing of the seasons and the focus of
the church year I am grateful for all that I saw, heard,
and experienced this summer. I know that we may
never see the results of all the ways God worked
through these camps but I am confident that God
knows. Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

☻ PassportKids Camp, which was July 9-12, is a
phenomenal experience for the children.
However, it is expensive and not available to
some kids who could benefit from it the most.
I am so very grateful to several of our church
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would like to have in their
classrooms. Your support of
our Apple Tree each August
makes this possible! We are
also so excited at the generous
memorial gifts from Mrs.
Talbert’s and Mrs. McGee’s
families which have allowed
us to purchase Interactive
projectors for 3 more of our
classrooms. Our children are
already exposed to technology
everywhere. Having this technology in our preschool
classrooms allows us to better
prepare children for elementary
schools. Children can practice
handwriting, eye-hand
coordination, following
directions, and many other skills
using the projectors. Stay tuned to
see them in action!
Thank you so much for your
support of our programs. We are
blessed to be a part of such a caring church.

Thank You
by Kathy Samaha and the Preschool
and PDO Staff

On behalf of the
entire Preschool, PDO,
and weekday staff, I
wanted to thank you for
your generous
donations to our
programs. Our teachers
work very hard to keep
our curriculum up-todate and are constantly
discovering new and
exciting activities and
manipulatives that they

KIDSIGNMENT
A Note of Thanks
by Jenny Fulmer

Pass It On is just around the corner and we feel it
is an ideal time to thank you, Aiken’s First Baptist,
for your support throughout the last 20 years. Has it
truly been that long? It seems like just yesterday we
were a small fundraiser for Parents’ Day Out, and
have grown to be a major fundraiser for the Preschool
and Parents’ Day Out! In addition, because of the
partnership between Pass It On and First Baptist, we
are in a position to assist many in the community
through Kidsignment Bucks, care packages, and
donations of our unsold items to local charities.
We look forward to sharing more about the sale
with you as we welcome two friends of Pass It On to
Wednesday night of sale week, September 13. Come
hear about the great things we are doing in the
community together!
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I’m so tired of talking
About how we are God’s hands and feet
But it’s easier to say than to be
Live like angels of apathy who tell ourselves
It’s alright, “somebody else will do something”
Well, I don’t know about you
But I’m sick and tired of life with no desire
I don’t want a flame, I want a fire
I wanna be the one who stands up and says,
“I’m gonna do something”
by Megan Doud

If not us, then who
If not me and you
Right now, it’s time for us to do something
If not now, then when
Will we see an end
To all this pain
It’s not enough to do nothing
It’s time for us to do something

Summer has quickly ended and we are gearing up
for an exciting year at Aiken’s First Baptist. Each
year our Student Ministry has a year-long theme. This
year, our theme is “The Journey,” based on Micah
6:8, “What does the Lord require of you but to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly
with your God?”
On our journey with Christ, Jesus calls us to go
and serve, to love all, and to be humble. Throughout
the year, we will not only be studying, but we will
have the opportunity to go and actually be the hands
and feet of Christ in this world.
We do not normally have a yearly theme song, but
this year Matthew West’s song, “Do Something,”
describes how “The Journey” we are on should look.
This will be the base for our studies on Wednesday
nights, Sunday nights, Fall Retreat, and Mission Trip.
I am really excited for this year and what it has
instore for our students. I encourage you to listen to
the Matthew West song and read the lyrics below:

We are the salt of the earth
We are a city on a hill (shine shine, shine shine)
But we’re never gonna change the world
By standing still
No we won’t stand still
No we won’t stand still
No we won’t stand still
If not us, then who
If not me and you
Right now, it’s time for us to do something
If not now, then when
Will we see an end
To all this pain
It’s not enough to do nothing
It’s time for us to do something

I woke up this morning
Saw a world full of trouble now
Thought, how’d we ever get so far down
How’s it ever gonna turn around
So I turned my eyes to Heaven
I thought, “God, why don’t You do something?”
Well, I just couldn’t bear the thought of
People living in poverty
Children sold into slavery
The thought disgusted me
So, I shook my fist at Heaven
Said, “God, why don’t You do something?”
He said, “I did, I created you”

Our annual Middle School and High School Fall
Retreat will be the weekend of October 6-8 at Folly
Beach, SC. I am looking forward to getting away with
our youth for a time of fellowship, reflection, and
Bible study. This is a wonderful weekend, and a very
important weekend in the life of our students and our
Student Ministry to build relationships and spend time
away from the distractions of our busy lives.

UPCOMING EVENTS

If not us, then who
If not me and you
Right now, it’s time for us to do something
If not now, then when
Will we see an end
To all this pain
It’s not enough to do nothing
It’s time for us to do something

September 17 - FUN Night: The Great White Out
This will take place at Odell Weeks at 6:15 p.m.
after student choir.
September 29 - South Aiken vs Aiken High Tailgate
We will meet at 5:30 p.m. at South Aiken High.
Free hot dogs, chips, and drinks!
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new compositions
along with wonderful
arrangements of
traditional carols. A
unique feature of this
particular
composition is the
Advent Devotional
Guide that
accompanies it, and it
will be available for
any church member
who wants a free
copy.
Singing in the Sanctuary Choir is a commitment,
there’s no doubt! You may enjoy singing and have
musical gifts that you want to use, but your schedule
simply will not allow you to take on such a long-term
obligation. Well, here’s some good news: beginning
Wednesday evening, September 6, the choir will start
rehearsal with a 30-minute focus on “Small, Dancing
Light”. You’re invited to join us for that part of our
weekly work and then you’re free to leave. That way,
your only music worship leadership commitment
would be to the December 10 service. I hope you’ll
consider joining us at 7:30 next Wednesday. As longtime choir members will attest: it’s definitely worth
the sacrifice!

Joining Sanctuary Choir
by James Bennett

Singing in the Sanctuary Choir is a commitment,
there’s no doubt! Comparing a list of singers from
1997 against this past week’s roster is pretty
revealing: after over two decades, nearly half of our
choir members’ names are on both lists. Not only that,
but many of those good folks had already been a part
of the group for years and years. Now, that’s
commitment!
Unlike other lay positions in the church, there are
really no “term limits” for choir membership. And
there’s no lack of work for the singers; Sunday
morning worship comes around every seven days.
Sometimes, in fact, the choir is responsible for leading
the entire service.
That will certainly be the case on Sunday morning,
December 10, when our Sanctuary Choir will present
“Small, Dancing Light”, a new choral work for
Advent by Taylor Scott Davis and Terry York. Scored
for four-part chorus and orchestra, the work includes

This is a service sponsored by Shellhouse and
Shellhouse-Rivers Funeral Homes.

Grief’s Journey

Grief’s Journey
by Cathy Cole

Grief’s Journey is a four-week educational and
support series that addresses some of the difficult
issues facing those who are grieving. It will be held in
the Roberts Building and will be led by Chaplain
Cathy Cole.
You may choose from either morning sessions
or evening sessions. Morning sessions are Fridays,
September 22 & 29, and October 6 & 13 from 10:00
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Evening sessions are Thursdays,
September 21 & 28, and October 5 & 12 from 6:30
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Registration is required. To register,
please contact Cathy at (803)341-2530 or pickup a
registration form from the literature display outside
the church office and return it to Cathy’s box.

Morning Sessions - 10:00-11:30 a.m.
September 22
September 29
October 6
October 13
Evening Sessions - 6:30-8:00 p.m.
September 21
September 28
October 5
October 12
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all, he is actually part of the consuming market for the
products.
Even so, his extraordinary journey from clerk to
executive would not have been possible had the
president of the company not befriended him.
Openness, vulnerability, and genuineness came
naturally for the child-minded Hanks, but his adult
companion had to break through all the systemic
expectations of big business to turn this unexpected
market genius loose. Friendship, not competition,
openness, not scheming, are the qualities that allow
everyone to be a winner.

Learning From Insects
by Fred Andrea

There are no individual
creatures in a termite hill. They
are a million connected parts,
working like the components and
bees. They ceaselessly work
together, accepting each other. They carry food to
each other all day long, they shelter and protect each
other, and on occasion they drop dead for each other.
Railway tickets carry the words, “Not good if
detached.” True, also for the cut-off person or group.
Termites, ants, bees, and other insects live and thrive
by industrious union. Perhaps that’s why nearly 80
percent of all living things are insects. In any realm, it
seems God intended interrelatedness for survival and
progress. Funny, that humans are the last to
thoroughly learn that.
Archibald McLeish wrote on the eve of that first
moon landing: “To see the earth as it truly is, small,
blue, and beautiful in that eternal silence where it
floats, is to see ourselves as riders on earth together...
brothers and sisters who now know that they are truly
brothers.”

Friendship, not competition,
openness, not scheming, are the
qualities that allow everyone to be
a winner.
Last year, as I joined the estimated 3 billion
persons from all over the world watching the opening
ceremonies of the Olympics, I was impressed by the
large number of countries present and participating. I
was impressed as I watched thousands of young
athletes march into the stadium.
But the sight that moved me was to see the
friendship and openness that was visible among the
athletes in the very beginning of this famous athletic
event. As one of the television commentators
observed: “Some of these countries participating have
already won the gold by just being here.”
As I watched the smiles and joy on the faces of the
athletes, I offered a prayer that among the countries
represented, there might be peace where now there is
war and bloodshed. Many of the countries present
marched under flags that were old in history, but until
recently were outlawed.
The most inspiring moment of the whole eventful
evening came when the lighted arrow was shot into
the air igniting the Olympic Torch high above the
heads of the spectators. I prayed that our world would
be ignited – set aflame – that we might have “peace on
earth and good will among all.” That spark for a world
-wide flame begins with you and me...“let there be
peace on earth and let it begin with me.”
James Russell Lowell penned the famous lines:
“Once to every man and nation, comes the moment to
decide, in the strife of truth with falsehood, for the
good or evil side: Some great cause, some new
decision, offering each the bloom or blight, and the
choice goes by forever twixt that darkness and that
light.”

In any realm, it seems God intended
interrelatedness for survival and
progress. Funny, that humans are
the last to thoroughly learn that.
In the movie “Big,” Tom Hanks plays the part of a
young boy who makes a wish at a carnival game
machine that he become an adult. His wish is granted
and he suddenly finds his eight- or nine-year-old mind
in the body of a person in his mid to late 20s. The
opportunities for situational humor abound as he picks
his way through the adult world while continuing to
express himself with the freshness, naiveté, and
creativity of his age.
Hanks’ character falls into employment at a toy
company. He experiences a meteoric rise to the top as
he predicts the successes and failures of proposed
products... something quite easy for him since, after
6

3. any baking or reheating instruction
(temperature & time required).
**If nuts are an ingredient in any food, please
write CONTAINS NUTS boldly on your
container.

Missions In Action
Food Sale

You can bring your food item on Wednesday,
September 13, to the church kitchen (Family Ministry
Building) from 3 to 6 p.m. OR Thursday, September
14, to the Roberts Building from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Freezer provided by True Value Hardware in
downtown Aiken. If you have any questions, please
contact me or Susan Myers.

by Debbie Sessions

The fall Food Sale will be held Friday, September
15 in the Roberts Building, from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00
p.m. All proceeds from the Food Sale will assist
Touching Miami with Love.
Want to contribute to the Missions In Action Food
Sale? You can prepare a dessert, bread, or frozen
casserole/soup. Please remember to attach the
following to your item:
1. the name of your food item;
2. a list of ingredients in your frozen casserole/
soup;

Missions Prayer Focus
September 3 Pray for Carson and Laura
Foushee in Tokyo, partners with the Japanese
Baptist Convention in teaching and preaching.

In Memoriam

September 10 Pray for the upcoming
Kidsignment Sale that volunteers and customers
will feel the love of Christ through experiencing
together the joy that comes with working
together, and for children helping families
provide for their children.

Katherine R. Adams
February 5, 1917- August 5, 2017
Matt B. Fry
February 24, 1959 - August 5, 2017
Marie T. Hilton
August 26, 1921 - August 1, 2017

September 17 Pray for Metanoia, the
successful, holistic community development in
North Charleston that was founded through the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of South
Carolina.

Nell D. Ross
November 13, 1924 - August 3, 2017

Online Giving

September 24 Pray for the affordable housing
initiative of the Andrew P. Stewart Center in
Atlanta, and for our own Ashley Hicks, program
director.

We are now able to receive your contributions
directly from the church website!
Click here to give now.
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We LEARN more about the missions supported by
the congregation. The programs vary from week to
week, but all are geared toward moving us along on
our Christian journeys, as individuals and as a
congregation.
This year, as we begin a new season, we
encourage everyone to gather for the all new
MIDWEEK SERVICE. Here is how it works:

DICIPLESHIP
Midweek Service at FBC
by Rose Ann Pistole

• Make a reservation for supper for yourself and
your family by calling the church office. Serving
begins at 5:15 (children’s menu available) in the
Fellowship Hall.
• Children go to choirs and mission groups at 6:00.
• Adult program (Christian Journey) begins at 6:30.
• Benediction is no later than 7:30.

Have you noticed that over the last few years,
folks don’t know exactly what to call our Wednesday
night gatherings? This is the time that was
traditionally called Prayer Meeting. We have been
thinking about this over the summer, attempting to
come up with a name that sort of rolls off the tongue
and doesn’t limit the extent of what we do. We do
PRAY together, but there is more: we BREAK
BREAD together. We FELLOWSHIP together. We
INTERACT with youth and the children through
specific activities. We MAKE JOYFUL NOISE
(sing) together. We PARTICIPATE in the business of
our congregation. We STUDY the BIBLE together.

Everyone is invited. It is a good time to relax,
catch up with friends, and perhaps make some new
ones in an informal environment. If you cannot make
it for supper, come join us around the tables for
prayer, singing, learning, and journeying. All are
welcome at MIDWEEK SERVICE. See you there!
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