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Our New Christmas Initiative:
Touching Miami with Love

The Christmas Store

Give an extra gift at Christmas this year.
It’s simple in concept, yet extremely rewarding to both parents
and their children. New toys are donated by caring people and
marked for sale at drastically reduced prices of 70-80% off to
parents in Miami’s poorest neighborhoods of Overtown and
West Homestead. TML invites parents to shop for their children
choosing the toys themselves. Parents maintain dignity by
purchasing their children’s toys themselves rather than
receiving a handout, and take pride in being able to provide for
their families as they spend up to $10 per child for presents
that can be given on Christmas day.
Recently, it has been realized that the teenage students are
getting left out. The majority of gifts donated are for elementary
age children. To solve this problem, Angel Pittman, Assistant
Director of TML, came up with the idea that instead of having a
store where parents bought items for their teenage children,
she would have people donate gift cards to clothing stores.
This will provide the teenage students the opportunity to
purchase something that they would really like.
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Thank you for helping us provide the opportunity to give an
extra gift at Christmas this year. . .the gift of dignity.

How You Can Give
There are several ways you can participate in this mission:
1. Buy a $25 gift card to one of the stores listed.

Does My Pledge Matter?
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2. Buy a gift ($50 limit) from the item list.
3. Donate monetarily to go toward a gift card or item.
Gift cards and monetary donations can be deposited in the drop
box outside of the church office. New, unwrapped toys can be
placed in the collection cabinet across from the office. The deadline
to donate is Sunday, November 19.
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what Jesus has done for them. Do you have to die to
become a saint? Absolutely not!
I would like to share with you some activities that
are appropriate for you to do with your children to
help them observe All Saints Day in a way that would
be meaningful to them.
 If you have a lost a family member or friend
that your child knew and felt close to, have
them draw a picture of that person(s) or write
by Vicky McCullough
down the name(s) of those special people.
Sunday, November 5, is All Saints Day. I
 Then have them write down, or you write
personally did not grow up observing All Saints Day. I
down for them, why they were special or
participated in Decoration Day at the cemetery as a
something that that loved one taught them.
kind of celebration of the life of those who have gone
 Let them express how they feel when they
before us. That celebration included lots of fried
think of this special person.
chicken, potato salad, green beans, and caramel cake
 Talk about how having known that person will
at the “dinner on the ground” celebration following
help them be more like God would have them
worship and placing flowers on the graves of those of
to be.
family and friends.
 Pray and thank God for the life of that person.
So, our church observes a tradition called All
How very grateful I am for those who have gone
Saints Day that remembers those who have gone
before me. I think of so many of the saints of this
before, set an example of faith, and shown us God’s
church who I am thankful to have had in my life and
great mercy in their lives. Children will often have
showed me the way. As you remember those who
questions about what exactly a saint is and if you have have died in the Lord this past year, celebrate their
to die to become a saint. The short answer to those
lives, strive to live setting a example of faith for your
questions is a saint is anyone who has trusted Jesus,
children, and ask God to help you show his mercy to a
and it is not based on what that person has done, but
world in need.

What is “All Saints Day”?

Love
Kindness:
“We do
not have
an on and
off switch
as a
Christian,
by Megan Doud
we must
On October 6, a group of middle and high
always
school students, along with their trusty student
love God
workers, headed over to Folly Beach for a weekend and Love People;” Walk Humbly with your God:
of learning about Jesus, fun on the beach, and
Allan washed our feet and as he washed them he
amazing food.
reminded us that following Christ is dirty, and our
Fall Retreat, for me, is one of my favorite trips
feet are going to continue to get dirty, but we have
of the year. It is the kick-off to our Student Ministry to continue to wash it off just as Jesus did to the
year, and this year it was just that. Our theme for
disciples.
the retreat was our yearly theme. Our students dove
Upcoming Dates
into, and broke down Micah 6:8. Our guest speaker, November 15: TML Mission Immersion meeting
Allan Smith, taught us more about what it meant to
at 6:00 p.m.
Do Justice: as Batman explains so well to us, “It’s
November 19: Ski Trip deposit of $50 due
not who you are but what you do that defines you;” December 13: TML deposit of $50 due

Fall Retreat
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the children that they are helpers and it is safe to go
with them and listen to what they have to say. We also
had fun dressing up like community helpers. We had
police officers, firefighters, teachers, scientists,
doctors, vets and lot of others.
Fred Rogers often told this story about when he
was a boy and would see scary things on the news:
“My mother would say to me, ‘Look for the helpers.
by Kathy Samaha
You will always find people who are helping.’ To this
October is all about Community Helpers. Some of day, especially in times of disaster, I remember my
our preschoolers walked to the Fire Station for a
mother’s words, and I am always comforted by
special field trip. Everybody got up-close and personal realizing that there are still so many helpers — so
with police cars and fire trucks at the church. Aiken
many caring people in this world.”
Public Safety does an outstanding job showing
We are lucky to live in a community that has so
children how police and firefighters can sometimes
many helpers who are willing and able to come to the
look scary when they have uniforms on. They reassure rescue.

Community Helpers
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serves on the Aiken Women’s Heart Board, and both
Aiken Elementary and the Church’s Preschool can
always count on her to volunteer when needed! She
especially loves to take a little time playing Bridge a
few times a month, shopping, eating out, and attending
plays at Aiken Community Playhouse.
She’s one of those people that inspire me (and no
doubt countless others). I’ve had the pleasure of
knowing and being inspired by Marion since I met her
at a Young Women’s Fellowship meeting about seven
years ago, but she’s been making a mark as a member
of Aiken’s First Baptist Church for over 40 years now!
When she visited the very first time after moving to
Aiken from California, she received such a warm
welcome and was so impressed by Dr. Henry
Chennault (Pastor at that time) that she knew she
wanted to worship God amongst the people of Aiken’s
First Baptist Church.
Marion’s love for singing got her involved with
the Sanctuary Choir and other musical activities, and
she joined the Adult 1 Sunday School Class, taught by
Marshall Cain at that time. She was making many new
friends and looking forward to the wonderful
children’s programs her, then, 18-month-old daughter
would enjoy!
In 1978 Marion married her husband of 35 years,
Leonard Mobley, who was already a member of First
Baptist Church. This was the start of many reasons
that would contribute to her faithful membership for
the next 40+ years at Aiken’s First Baptist Church.
Today, she continues to enjoy singing in the
Sanctuary Choir. She is now in the Adult IV Sunday
School Class, which she shared with Leonard as active
members before he died in 2014. She has led our
church through her service as a Deacon; she has
inspired many young adults while leading the Young
Women’s Fellowship Group; she has shown
hospitality to others through leading and serving on
the Benevolence Work Team; and she has loved on
many toddlers as they have come through the Toddler
Sunday School Class. And now, we often see Marion
with that 18-month-old daughter we all know as
Allison Basile, having Wednesday night supper in the
Fellowship Hall together with Allison’s children,
Chandler and Whitney.
“FBC has been my church family for over 40 years
and has supported me through a divorce; a second
marriage; major brain surgery; the death of my father,
mother and husband; the marriage of my daughter,
Allison to Jay; and the birth of my two adorable grand
babies! How blessed I have been to be in the First
Family!”

Marion Mobley = love for Aiken +
love for Aiken’s First Baptist
Church + love for her family +
love for Jesus
by Kami Rice

Marion Mobley - it’s a name that
many are familiar with in Aiken, but
especially those at Aiken’s First
Baptist Church. A little over 200
miles away, in Greensboro, North
Carolina is where Marion grew up.
She attended Mars Hill College (now
Mars Hill University) and graduated in 1969. Soon
after, she began her teaching career in Richmond,
Virginia. After a year there she married and moved to
Charleston, South Carolina where she taught for 3 1/2
years. Her next home was in San Bernardino,
California. That’s when one of her greatest blessings
was born, and she chose to be a stay-at-home mom to
her daughter, Allison.
Finally, her path led her to call Aiken home; she
became an Aikenite in 1976. She decided to start
teaching again, but this time she taught half-day
preschool at Millbrook Baptist Church. After
separation and divorce from her husband, Marion
began a full-time teaching career in Aiken County in
1977. She began at Clearwater Elementary, made
several moves to other schools within the district, and
ended her public school teaching career at Redcliffe
Elementary in 2001. That’s roughly 30 years of
teaching and inspiring young children! But she didn’t
retire completely in 2001, as she began a second
career as Music Ministry Assistant to James Bennett
and preschool teacher at First Baptist Church for
another eight years. She says, “I finally fully retired in
2009!”
These present days of retirement for Marion are
quite filled with her favorite things to do! She takes
care of her two grandchildren, Chandler and Whitney,
two afternoons a week. She delivers small talk and
meals to homebound clients of Aiken Senior Services
through what most know as ‘Meals on Wheels’ on
Wednesdays. On Thursdays, she carries out her
volunteer commitment serving lunch and smiles at
The Salvation Army Shelter Soup Kitchen. She also
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headed. Is the picture of America spread in our daily
newspapers and on our television screens reflecting a
nation dedicated to the vision of our founding fathers
of a people under God, enterprising, honest, hardworking, compassionate, with a gentle earth? Or are
we being carried along on a tide of sheer hedonism,
frantically pursuing happiness without knowing what
it really is, and boasting of being number one
whatever the cost?
How terrible it would be to go through life with no
by Fred Andrea
one to thank for the glories and the beauties of the
Expressing thanks is often merely a matter of
world and for the marvelous gift of life itself.
manners. It is the polite and proper thing to do.
Too often we think that we can be thankful only
A moment’s thought, however, reveals that
when everything is going just the way we want, when
thankfulness is more than that. We are hurt when
all of our days are sunny, and our bodies have no
people have forgotten to thank us. We cannot just
aches or pain. How different is the teaching of the
dismiss it as an innocent mistake. We feel as though
Bible concerning our joys and thanksgiving. The
we have been personally insulted.
apostle Paul could say, “Rejoice in the Lord always,
Our feelings are legitimate. Ingratitude is a kind of and again I say rejoice.”
personal affront to the giver. He or she has acted in
May we never forget that
love. They have attempted to give something of what
they are and have to someone else. No obligations
Thanksgiving is not just a date on
compelled them to give; they did it out of kindness
the calendar or an observance for
and goodwill.
one day of the year, but an emotion
But the ungrateful receiver throws the goodwill
back at them with coldness. This hurts. It hurts all the and experience of our heart and life
more because usually only the goodwill is refused, not in which we rejoice and give thanks
the gift itself. The gift is grasped, but the giver is
always - to the God who holds us in
spurned. In effect, that says, “I count your gift as
valuable, but I count you as of little or no value.”
the hollow of His hands and desires
Ingratitude judges persons as less valuable than
for us the richest of His blessings.
things. That is not an easy judgment for any of us to
accept about ourselves. No wonder we are insulted.
George Matheson, the well-known blind preacher
Shakespeare put it well when he said, “Blow, blow of Scotland, wrote of his blindness before his death:
thou winter wind, thou art not so unkind as man’s
“My God, I have never thanked Thee for my ‘thorn’! I
ingratitude.” Thanklessness is a subtle and yet
have thanked Thee a thousand times for my roses, but
effective form of cruelty. It offends both ways: to the never once for my ‘thorn’; I have been looking
thankless and the unthanked.
forwards to a world where I shall get compensation
It is especially offensive when we are thankless to for my cross as itself a present glory. Teach me the
God. The Psalmist states that is it a good thing to give glory of my cross; teach me the value of my ‘thorn’.
thanks unto the Lord. The other side of that coin is
Show me that I have climbed to Thee by the path of
that it is an evil thing not to give thanks to the Lord.
pain. Show me that my tears have made my rainbow.”
David H. C. Read observes well: “All this we need
The Thanksgiving season for many American’s is
to hear, especially at a time when the mood of the
their most thankful occasion of the entire year. May
nation is notoriously not one of thankful dependence we never forget that Thanksgiving is not just a date on
upon God, when the ruling passion in our society is
the calendar or an observance for one day of the year,
being defined by some observers as not gratitude but but an emotion and experience of our heart and life in
greed.”
which we rejoice and give thanks always - to the God
The season of thanksgiving is a unique institution who holds us in the hollow of His hands and desires
here in the United States, offering us an opportunity to for us the richest of His blessings. A grace-filled
review the trends of our times and ask where we are
Thanksgiving!

Thankfulness Beyond
Etiquette
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Does My Pledge Matter?
by the Generosity Group

Yes absolutely! But you're not alone if you feel a little mystified about how this Church, or any church,
pays for itself. As you prayerfully consider your annual pledge, here is some helpful information about
how our Church operates and is funded.


First Baptist is an independently operated church.
Our buildings and grounds are owned by the church and are used for the benefit of our
congregation and community. Programs and operations are autonomous, managed by
members and staff under the leadership of the deacons. This means we have the freedom to
pursue our faith as we feel led - a Baptist approach and a uniquely empowering model.



This independence means we are entirely self-funded.
The staffing and operation of our church are paid for by…us. As an autonomous church, we
rely on the congregation to fund everything.



The budget is based on pledge commitments, offerings, designated giving, and cash
reserves. The chart below reflects our $1.35 million ministry budget for 2018. This chart
appears differently from our usual budget presentation as all expenses have been allocated to
reveal the broad impact of our ministries.

How We Will Spend Dollars in 2018

The majority of our income is from pledged contributions. While all forms of contribution are valued, your
pledge, at whatever level, truly matters. We need your help to keep the mission of our church going. You can
complete and return the pledge card to the church office, to the offering plate on Sunday morning, November
12, or you can mail your pledge card to the church office. Pledge cards are available in the literature display
outside the church office, at each entrance to the Sanctuary, and also on the church website at
www.fbcaiken.org under the “Resources” tab.
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New Members
Missions Prayer Focus
November 5 Pray for the Offering for Global
Missions which provides living expenses for
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship field personnel as
they minister around the world.
November 12 Pray for Samaritan’s Purse volunteers
and staff as they prepare Operation Christmas Child
shoeboxes with gifts and the gospel message for
children around the world.
November 19 Pray for Nurture Home in Aiken, a
response by Mental Health America for transitional
housing for women and children.

Hunter Fields and Becca Waddell
By Promise of Letter
Their deacon family minister is Marshall Cain.

November 26 Pray for the Golden Harvest Food Bank
serving Aiken and the CSRA, providing quality
grocery items to those in need.

Elected Deacons
The following were elected by congregational vote
on October 22 to each serve a three year term as
deacon: Jeff Griffin, Rich Haddock, Barbara
Jackson, Ronnie Rogers, Bob Talbert, Helen
Vaughan, and Amanda Whittle.

In Memoriam
Quinn Watson
October 11, 2017

Commitment Sunday - November 12
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF AIKEN
Live Faithfully, Give Generously, Your Giving Matters
God and our church have called us to support the ministries of Aiken’s First Baptist Church.
Knowing that the church cannot plan ministries for the coming year without assurances
from its members, I/we make this financial commitment:
MY COMMITMENT is $____________________ Annually

Monthly

Weekly

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________ Email ______________________________________________________


Please route my missions funds for World Missions, Home Missions, and Theological Education through:
 Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
Southern Baptist Convention
Your pledge commitment is sacred
Please route my missions funds for South Carolina Baptist Causes through:
and is kept in complete confidence
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
SC Baptist Convention
by our Financial Secretary.
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Choral Society is sponsoring a community-wide “Sing
-Along Messiah” (Christmas portion + “Hallelujah”
chorus) on Sunday afternoon, November 26 at 4:00 in
our Sanctuary. And you’re invited to come and “sing
along”!
Don’t think you’re a good enough singer? Well,
that’s the real beauty of a sing-along: the singers are
both the performers and the audience. When you come
by James Bennett
to a part you don’t know, just sit back and be the
I was thirteen-years-old when I heard a live
audience, and then jump back in when you’re ready! It
performance of Handel’s Messiah for the very first
will be inspiring, challenging, exciting, and wonderful
time. Dr. DuPre Rhame was conducting the Greenville all at once!
(SC) Symphony Orchestra, the Furman Singers, and
local church musicians and soloists in one of their
many annual presentations in McAllister Auditorium
on the Furman University campus. The concert hall
was packed, the performance was breath-taking, and I
was hooked. The 200+ chorus surrounded the
orchestra and spilled over into two adjoining wings,
and I can still remember the chills that ran down my
spine during the chorus’ first entrance of “And the
Glory of the Lord”.
I have had the privilege of conducting both the
Christmas and Easter portions of this grand work at
First Baptist Church in Clemson as well as here at
Aiken’s First Baptist Church. And now the Aiken

Come and Sing Along!
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