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It has been 24 years in the making, and it’s finally here: jubilate! Winter Retreat XXV. On Saturday, January 13, current
youth choir members from five cooperating church in South
Carolina, Georgia, and Kentucky will be joined by alumni for a
day of rehearsal, celebration, and remembrance. The following
day, the entire group will sing in morning worship at Avondale
Estates First Baptist Church and then present a full concert
that afternoon. It’s going to be amazing.
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It all began as an experiment. Five Baptist music ministers
decided that we wanted to try something new: a youth choir
retreat that focused on choral skill development, fellowship,
and fun; but also one that gave the youth an opportunity to
perform the music they had learned over the weekend. So, on
Continued on page 8
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redeemed, except by sacrifice, suffering, and service.
As the old year goes, we are more conscious
of the finality of the past and more attentive to the
hope of the future. What has gone before is irrevocable past. What is to come is full of opportunity.
There is always possibility of change for the better.
No matter how dark things may look, few are willing to dwell in the darkness. Hope springs eternal in
the human heart. Our eagerness to believe turns
our eyes from the past.
A good prescription for the new year might
be this: Don’t worry. Don’t hurry. “Too swift arrives
as heartily as too slow.” Sleep and rest abundantly.
Spend less nervous energy than you make. Be
cheerful. “A light heart lives long.” Think only
healthful thoughts. “As a man thinketh in his heart,
so is he.” “See peace and pursue it.” Avoid undue
passion and excitement: a moment’s anger may be
fatal. “Associate with healthy people: health is just
as contagious as disease.” Don’t carry the whole
world on your shoulders, far less the universe; trust
the good Lord. Resolve not to criticize people this
year but to understand them. Never despair. “Lost
hope is a fatal disease.” Trust God and go forward!
Two men at the Boston Public Library were
waiting for the books they had ordered. One of
them fidgeted impatiently, constantly looking at his
watch, and gnawing on his lip. The other turned to
the reference books and used his time in gaining
some useful information. You may not see your
chance this new year to get just the kind of a new
start you would like; but while you are waiting for
it, put in your time improving yourself as best you
can.
We become overburdened not always because of the weight of the burden but through the
insufficiency of our strength. The Bible says, “They
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.”
This may be our one great need - to link these overtaxed lives of ours to the infinite mercy and infinite
might and find God’s strength made perfect in our
weakness.

Beginning: Wonderful
Opportunity
By: Fred Andrea

How often we are at the beginning of things.
We have been at the beginning of our lives. We began our school days. Some of us have stood at the
beginning of married life, of parenthood, of business.
We stand at the beginning of this new year before
us.
It is sometimes difficult to stand at the beginning of things. Have you ever pitied a baby because
he knew nothing of life and could not care for or protect himself? The bridal days are happy days but they
are difficult days of necessary adjustments, too. The
person beginning business usually has a difficult row
to hoe. At the beginning of the year, we may know
that it will hold some hardships and difficulties for us.
But a beginning is always a wonderful opportunity. That baby has a hundred avenues of success
opening before him or her. The bridal days can open
a successful and happy marriage. The new business
may lend golden returns. The new year is ours!
The unknown always offers something to be
discovered. The future is always pregnant with possibilities. The new year calls us to a venture of discovery. To answer the call a person must have a dauntless heart. We are not made to be daunted. We are
made to venture; we are commissioned to subdue
the earth; we are commanded to seek God’s kingdom; we are challenged to see things greater than
we see, do greater deeds than we do, become greater persons than we are.
There is a need for persons and families to
make ventures in living. There is a higher plane of
living to be achieved than just keeping up with the
Joneses. These are whole areas of human life which
cannot be cleansed and sweetened, which will not be
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Works artwork projects and Yankee Candles. We
are planning to have a couple of special events
with our Preschool Sunday and, possibly, an additional fundraiser in the spring.

Playful Updates
By: Kathy Samaha

We are excited about the potential upgrades that we have planned for the playground.
Would you like to help us reach our goal sooner?
We'd love for you to join us Preschool Sunday for
our Art show and basket auction. The Yankee Candle Fundraiser is still open online and we certainly
wouldn't turn away any donations!

Happy New Year! The Preschool/PDO
Staff and Committee are excited to continue
fundraising for new updated playground equipment for the church playground. The current
equipment has been in place for 20 years and has
provided many children with many, many hours
of fun! As it often happens, safety regulations
change and we have found ourselves in need of
updating the equipment to meet the needs of our
young children.

Many thanks for your support of young
children at Aiken's FBC Preschool. It truly is a great
place to be!

We are hoping to replace the train engine
and the monkey bars with 2 new
pieces of equipment. The replacement for the train will be for
our 2-5 year old children. We are
looking at equipment with lower
decks (currently the decks are 5
feet and should be 3 feet off the
ground) and lots of interactive
parts for imaginative play. In
place of the monkey bars, we are
looking to add equipment that is
"toddler-friendly". It will have
very low decks and places for
crawlers to explore.
The preliminary budget for the 2 pieces,
along with removing the old pieces, installing the
new and adding mulch and edging is about
$30,000. The Preschool has raised about $4,000
this fall through selling school t-shirts, Original
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very forgiving. Over the years there have been
children that no matter how hard I try to establish
a relationship through the children’s ministry I
simply could not find a way to connect. As a parent I was often too soft a touch and too charmed
by my sweet boys to be objective about their lack
of perfection. As a grandparent I am mush when it
comes to denying Murray and Rett of anything that
they ask for and sometimes they don’t even need
to ask.

“Every Single Day I Make
a Fresh Beginning”
By: Vicky McCullough

I can’t remember where I heard this quote or
where I found it. I have it printed and put in a
prominent place in my office. I printed it because I
need to be reminded often that yesterday’s events
that appear to be tragedies are seen in a different
light after processing and prayer.

So, because I often have felt defeated and ineffective at these many roles I have adopted this mantra
“every single day I make a fresh beginning”. Our
failings only defeat us if we beat ourselves up and
fail to rise above it. If we process our failings and
ask God for his help we can learn from failings and
find ways to use them to help others.

After almost twenty-two years of serving as Director of Children’s Ministries, thirty-nine years as a
parent, and six years as a grandparent I have
learned that failing occasionally in one of these
roles does not do permanent, irreparable damage.
For one thing children have short memories and are

In my role as Director of Children’s Ministries I
have not always been able to connect with a few
children but others in our volunteer staff have
made that connection or sometimes these children
found connections at other churches. As a parent,
I can truly say that we have weathered all those
childhood and teen difficulties and, at this point,
my children are doing well. We have a good adult
to adult relationship and find great joy in each other’s company. As a grandparent I enjoy every minute that I have with Murray and Rett because I
know how quickly they grow up (I learned that
from my experience as a parent). I am learning
that I cannot always do everything for them but I
can do most and they still love me and beg to come
to our house.

“Our failings only defeat us if we beat ourselves up and fail to
rise above it. If we
process our failings
and ask God for his
help we can learn
from failings and find
ways to use them to
help others.”

It is important for us to remember that there
would be no need for our wonderful savior if we
never failed in some way. Today is a new day. Process whatever yesterday’s failings happen to be.
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Touching Miami with Love
Christmas Initiative
by Megan Doud

For the months of October and November our
congregation heard stories from our students
and adults who attend the Mission Immersion
last summer to Touching Miami with Love. Our
team went down to Overtown, Miami, and fell
in love with the ministry that was and
still is taking place at TML. From that

The Christmas store TML puts on takes

immersion experience our church de-

place a week before Christmas. The

cided to be an encourager church to

Christmas store provides local parents

TML. As a church, we decided to take

the opportunity to shop for their fami-

on a new Christmas initiative through

lies at a greatly reduced cost and elim-

TML. This Christmas initiative has re-

inates the shame that often accompa-

placed OCC as our churches sole focus

nies free giving.

for Christmas this year.

Thank you, Aiken’s First Baptist, for stepping into this
new Christmas Ministry with open hearts and open
minds. I am excited to see where this ministry leads
our congregation and leads the people of Overtown,
Florida.

Picture Left:
Blessing of the gifts for
Touching Miami with
Love Christmas Initiative
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Victor and Sally Tice went to school
together and crossed paths as young adults,
but attribute their 2004 meeting through a
mutual friend to God’s perfect timing.

The Tices

These days, this wonderful couple show
others how to bend to God’s timing while also
teaching them to respect the sound of the
Aiken High School bell, including daughters,
Aiken High sophomore Rachel Larson and Aiken
Elementary 2nd grader, Maggie Tice.

by Rhonda Overbey

A member of Aiken’s First Baptist
Church since 3rd grade, Sally Johnson Tice
fondly recalls how youth mission trips, choir
tours, and being a GA blessed her development
into her current leadership role at church and
as a counselor at Aiken High.
Also at Aiken High, Victor is a science
teacher who joined First Baptist in 2006 when
he and Sally got married. They are members of
the Adult 1 Sunday school class. Victor and Sally
are best friends and 11 years into their journey
they continue to find time in the busyness of
life to have meaningful experiences together,
even if it’s just a trip to watch a Clemson game.
Family outings for the Tices often
include soaking up God’s beautiful outdoors.
They recently enjoyed a whitewater rafting trip
and hunting for waterfalls. The whole family
loves sports and Rachel and Maggie are active
soccer players; a busy season is ahead since
Victor coaches Rachel’s team.
Christ is imprinted on the Tice’s lives
from Rachel’s baptism and Maggie’s dedication
at First Baptist to the constant reminder to be
His hands at feet at Aiken High. Although their
positions limit their ability to witness directly,
Sally and Victor reflect Him daily and lead by
His example.

Wait on the LORD: be of good
courage, and He shall strengthen
thine heart: wait, I say, on the
LORD. (Psalm 27:14)

Pray God’s radiance shines through the
Tices into the Aiken High community and their
extended family this year!
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New Members
Missions Prayer Focus
January 7: Pray for Jade and Shelah Acker who
minister to refugees from South Sudan in Uganda.
January 14: Pray for partnerships among Texas
Baptists, including Baylor University and Baptist
University of the Americas, for continuing rebuilding
of churches damaged by Hurricane Harvey.
January 21: Pray for a successful heater drive
conducted by ACTS, providing comfort to Aiken
families during the winter months.
January 28: Pray for our downtown neighbor, the
Community Clinic, assisting those people who do not
qualify for health insurance.

Ollie Harrelson
By Promise of Letter
Her deacon family minister is Cathy Cole.

In Memoriam
Robert L. Bailey
December 17, 1937 - October 27, 2017
Eunice B. Hawkins
June 9, 1918 - November 30, 2017

Wednesday Evening
Supper
We welcome new friends and old to join us each
Wednesday for supper and activities for all ages.
Please call the church office to make reservations.
Serving begins at 5:15 p.m., and menus will be
featured in the Weekly Updates.
The cost of the meal is $6.00 for adults and $4.00
for children with a family maximum of $20.00.
Please call the church office each Monday by noon
with reservation changes or to be added to that
week’s supper list.

Mary Ellen Young
By Promise of Letter
Her deacon family minister is Bob Talbert.
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Friday, January 14, 1994 we met at Covecrest
Christian Retreat Center in the little town of
Tiger, Georgia. There were 80 of us. It was
freezing cold. Our music choices were too ambitious. We tried to do our own cooking. But we
pulled it off, and everyone had a wonderful time.
It was declared a success, and we started making plans for the next year. Four of the current
five music ministers were there: me, Stanley
Roberts, Cass DuCharme, and Mark Green. In
all this time, Stanley, Mark, and I have only
missed one year. Cass has “perfect attendance”! The fifth, Robert Gammon, music minister at Broadway Baptist Church in Louisville,
Kentucky, is the “newby”; he’s only been with us
for 18 years!

Church Music Conference, juvenile detention
centers, nursing homes, drug rehabilitation centers, homeless shelters, summer camps, and, of
course, churches. The group has traveled
throughout the southeast, singing in Indiana,
Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Virginia, and Washington, DC.
We’ve always included a “fun” day while on
tour. We’ve gone white-water rafting and tubing.
We’ve been to water parks, theme parks,
beaches, museums, and ball games. And not
once, in twenty years, have any of our “fun”
days been rained out. Amazing.
The Latin word jubilate means “sing joyfully.”
How grateful I am for my jubilate! colleagues,
adult sponsors, parents, and youth for twentyfive years worth of wonderful memories and joyful singing!

Since we added a summer tour in 1997, the
jubilate! Festival Singers have sung for several
National Cooperative Baptist Fellowship General Assembly meetings, the Southern Baptist
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