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THE GIFT OF MUSIC
By: Amy Mizell Smith
When James announced his retirement, my heart went to the
place it always goes to for peace: to music. I knew I had to write. Out of a
place of both sadness and peace “The Gift of Music” was born. The words
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and tune flowed easily after God laid James 1:17 on my heart: “Every good
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gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of
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lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” I knew
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James Bennett well enough to know that he wouldn’t want it to be sad or
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sappy, but rather scripturally sound and uplifting. I then reached out to a
college classmate, James (Lee) King, for his assistance with the arrangement & he graciously agreed. Lee currently lives in Key West, Florida
where he teaches piano, writes, publishes and performs regularly with a
variety of musical ensembles.

I brought the anthem to the Sanctuary Choir to begin rehearsing
just a few short weeks ago and they worked tirelessly to bring it to life.
This was OUR gift to our beloved music minister; our way of saying “Thank
you for using the gift of music God gave you to bless us and so many others. We are forever grateful.”
Continued on page 7
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Living the Truth
By: Fred Andrea
As we approach our annual Super Bowl extravaganza,
I remembered the story of the professional football
coach who heard of a student in a certain small college
who was a phenomenally effective football player and
who arranged for an interview with him. If he were
half as good as the reports, the coach was going to
make him an attractive offer to join his university
team. “How are you in running?” asked the coach. “I
do a hundred yards in a little less than 10 seconds,”
said the young fellow.
This naturally impressed the coach. Then he asked,
“How are you about passing?” “Well my average is
about 60 yards…into the wind,” said he student.
“How about blocking?” “Last season,” answered the
player, “I blocked so hard that three fellows got broken legs.” Immensely impressed, the coach then
asked, “Our president is sticky about academic performance. How about your grades?” “I’ve been on the
Dean’s List every semester,” was the answer.

ninth Commandment says (Exodus 20:16). Originally,
no doubt, this commandment laid down the basis of
the law of libel. Not only ancient Hebrews but ancient
peoples generally libeled and slandered persons whom
they wished to defraud or destroy.
However, we cannot operate any decent community
unless there is reverence for the truth. A minister
friend says that his grandmother used to say to the
children, when she knew the children we fibbing in
order to avoid punishment or embarrassment, “Tell the
truth and shame the devil.” I am not sure that we can
make the devil ashamed, but we CAN defeat evil; we
can make life much more dependable for everybody
when we are honest.

Have you ever thought how harmful it is to bear false
witness by refusing to defend someone from an unjust
and untrue accusation? Gossip can be malicious. We
can give someone a bad name by sly innuendo. We
can compound a falsehood by keeping silent when
“Now son,” said the coach, “we all have weaknesses. someone makes and unfounded indictment of a person
Tell me what yours is.” “Well,” said the student, “I am we know.
inclined to lie a little.”
We bear false witness against a neighbor when we go
We all incline to lie a little…unless we are really com- along with generalizations about people who are difmitted to the truth and to telling the truth.
ferent from ourselves. It is when we start using labels
on human beings that we need to watch ourselves.
Have you ever wondered why the Ten Commandments, which provide the basis of the moral law by
which civilized people live, have one feature, one
commandment against false witness? “Thou shalt not
bear false witness against thy neighbor,” is what the

A small boy in the car with his mother asked, “Where
are all the dopey, lousy, crackpot drivers today,
Mom?” Mom answered, “They only come out when
your father is driving, dear!” You know how easily we

label entire groups, even entire nations and races. And choose at this stop. However, I can say this. While we
whether our label is disparaging or flattering, it is
are here, if any of you should need me for any reason,
bound to be wrong.
I’ll be at Tony’s Diner directly across the street.”
Remember our actions always speak louder than our
words! The greatest witness and testimony we can
make is in positive actions and ways we live.
A cross-country bus made a scheduled stop at a depot
that was located near four different restaurants. The
driver announced, “Folks, we’ll be here for 30
minutes. The bus line has a strict regulation to never
recommend an eating place by name, so I am not permitted to tell you which is the best restaurant of the
four from which you have to
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4 Student Ministry Soup-er Bowl Party
7 Quarterly Conference
11 Dessert Auction Student Ministry
Fundraiser
13 Round Table Missions Group Meeting
14 Ash Wednesday Service
21 Lenten Lunches Begin at First Presbyterian

We profit from the words of the apostle Paul:
“Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
gracious: if there is any excellence, if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. What you
have learned and received and heard and seen, do
these things” (Philippians 4:8-9a). The evidence of the
truth within us, exemplified by our actions, ought to
provide as a clear witness as did the bus driver’s walk
to Tony’s Diner. Living the truth is the only productive, meaningful way to live!

It’s a girl!
Please join us for a baby shower
honoring

Erin Hasty Joehnk
Sunday, February 4th
2-4 pm
In the Parlor
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Hosted by

28 Student Ministry Early Release Project

The Young Women’s Fellowship

2018-2019 School Year
By: Kathy Samaha
Registration for the 2018-2019 school year opens to

Our 5K is growing in popularity. Mrs. Campbell offers 5

families not currently enrolled in our Preschool on Mon-

year olds experiences they cannot get anywhere else!

day, February 5th. As our enrollment continues to grow, Our 5K class goes from 8:30am-2:00pm. The small class
we anticipate most classes will fill quickly and encourage size allows us to be able to individualize instruction.
all to register quickly to ensure a place.
Beginning with the youngest children, we offer Parents'

There is plenty of time for learning, special activities
and field trips.

Day Out for babies as young as six weeks. With Par-

We offer early drop-off starting at 7:30am and lunch

ents' Day Out, parents can choose to sign up their chil-

bunch opportunities from 12:00pm-2:00pm to meet the

dren for regularly scheduled days and/or drop-in days

needs of more families. Our PDO morning session and

as space allows. We also have a room for toddlers and

preschool day run from 8:30am-12:00pm. Call or come

two year olds in Parents' Day Out. Kids in this class en-

by so we can show you what's happening in your Pre-

joy playing with friends and learning to get along with
others.
For children who are two by September 1st, we continue
to be one of very few area programs to offer a 2K class.
Families have the option to send their children two,
three or five days a week. Children work on potty
training, sitting and participating in group time, walking
in a line as well as learning songs and finger plays for
every occasion. Our 2K class also participates in music
class one day a week.
Our 3K classes are also offered two, three and five
days a week.

The focus in 3K is on learning classroom

expectations, shapes, colors and basic letter recognition. Our three year olds participate in weekly Chapel
and music classes and enjoy time on the playground or
gym daily.
We offer two 4K classes. Four year olds are working
on learning beginning reading skills. They learn to recognize, write and sound out letters. They are practicing
counting and simple math skills.

school. Registration for current families opens January
29. Families who are new to the Preschool program can
register beginning February 5th.

Thank You for Thinking of the Children
By: Vicky McCullough
Recently one of our church members presented to

Leading children spiritually in this day and time is a

me, as a gift, a book that she had seen at a sale.

true form of scattering seeds as described in Mat-

The book was first printed in 1957. That is old! I

thew chapter 13. Life for our young families is

was only five at that time and I am old as dirt! The very complicated and difficult choices have to be
title of the book Little Visits With God. It is a

made about what is important and how to set prior-

devotion book for families. I was so touched by

ities. Often parents, grandparents and others nev-

this sweet gift for many reasons. First, even

er think of the significance of those precious

though the book is old it really has some good

teachable moments that we have with the children

stuff in it that can be used to lead children in to-

we have been entrusted with. So, we scatter the

day’s complicated world. Secondly, I was im-

seeds of faith hoping that the seeds will find good

pressed that this person thought about children

ground and claiming God’s promise that “in all

even when she was not within the church walls.

things God works together for good for those who

Her daughter who is now grown and in college is

love the Lord and are called according to His pur-

one of my kids that I have bonded with and

pose” (Romans 8:28).

watched grow up into a fine young woman. Even
though she no longer has a child in children’s ministry she still realizes the importance of leading our
children to Jesus beginning with the earliest days
of the child’s life.

So, do you think of children when you are away
from the church? If you have children still at
home are you aware of the very short period of
time that we have to influence our children with
faith? Parents, is the Bible a guide book for your
daily life or is your Bible gathering dust on a shelf?
Life is complicated and difficult choices have to be
made. Children do not learn the faith through osmosis. It takes time and awareness of those
teachable moments. Thank you to people like my
friend who gave me the book. It encourages me
and others when we know that you are thinking of
our children even when you are away from the
church.

posed, dedicated to me, and led so skillfully. When
Rebecca Walker and Reece Berry took their places on
the podium, my heart melted.

Thank You
By: James Bennett
As someone who was “Southern born and bred”,
saying “thank you” comes as naturally to me as breathing. In fact, as part of the Polite Trifecta (along with
“please” and “you’re welcome”), it was ingrained in
me from the time I first learned to talk. The problem is
that, like breathing, it is often an unconscious exercise;
and it covers a wide range of kindnesses, from passing
the salt to me at the dinner table to giving me an extravagant gift at Christmas.
So, after experiencing the outrageously and amazingly wonderful kindnesses that were heaped upon me
and Beth this past weekend in celebration of my retirement, I find that simply saying “thank you” doesn’t
even come close to expressing to you the depth and
magnitude of my heart’s gratitude.

On Sunday night, we gathered with the youth and
their parents on the Third Floor for another wonderful
time of fellowship and remembering. They presented
us with a framed jubilate! picture and the mat had
been signed by our students and singers from other
churches as well. They also gave us a commemorative
plate that they had all signed. It was overwhelming.
So how do I say “thank you” so that you know
what’s in my heart? How do I express my gratitude for
all of your kind words, cards, gifts, and expressions of
love? I honestly don’t know. I’m just trusting that God
will somehow reveal to you the deep love we have for
each of you and that you will know to your very core
how honored Beth and I have been to serve alongside
you all these many years.
Katherine Mansfield once wrote: “How hard it is to
escape from places. However carefully one goes they
hold you – you leave little bits of yourself fluttering
on the fences – like rags and shreds of your very life.”
As we leave Aiken, we know that “little bits” of ourselves will be staying behind. And we wouldn’t have
it any other way!

I can’t even imagine all of the folks who must have
been involved in the planning and carrying out of the
reception on Saturday. I just know that Barbara Smith Continued from cover page
and her committee transformed the Fellowship Hall
into an incredibly beautiful space with tables overload“The Gift of Music”
ed with a vast array of delicious food. When Beth and
I walked in for the first time, the tears began to flow
Every good gift comes from above,
when we saw the banners and the wreaths over the
Sent from the Father of Lights and filled with His
mantels that Kathy Beck so lovingly created.
love.
We all have been given our own way of serving
And then there was Sunday morning. The Sanctuary
By sharing these gifts through the power of His
Choir surprised me right before worship by presenting
love.
me with a plaque dedicating the piano in the Music
Rehearsal Room in my honor. (So. Not. Fair. I was
God gives us music, the gift of music,
already on the verge of tears!) I was already moved
To bring Him glory, to bring Him joy.
beyond words by the sheer number of choir members –
So we will make music, beautiful music,
present and former alike – who filled the loft that day;
To bring Him glory, to bring Him joy.
and they sang like angels. I was prepared for that. I
wasn’t prepared for the anthem that Amy Smith com-

Though seasons my change
He is always the same, guiding each step that we
take
Through peace and through pain.
For every tomorrow,
Through the joy and the sorrow,
We sing with the hope that His grace will sustain.
Help us, O God, to see.
Help us love you unselfishly.
Help us be the hands and the voices you call us to be.
God gives us music, the gift of music,
To bring Him glory, to bring Him joy.
So we will make music, beautiful music,
To bring Him glory, to bring Him joy.

THE MESSENGER (USPS 1939-00) Published monthly by Aiken’s First Baptist Church, 120 Chesterfield Street NE, Aiken, South Carolina 29801-3934.
Periodicals Postage paid at Augusta, Georgia 30901. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The Messenger, Post Office Box 3157, Aiken, SC 29802-3157.

Periodicals Postage Paid
At Augusta, Georgia
USPS 1939-00

Dear Congregation,
So many changes are upon us. We are entering our Rite of Spring. And, like
spring, there will be thunderous showers, rapid bursting blossoms, and shifting
winds. But we are not through winter yet! During this time of change, please
exercise patience and understanding and we will uphold to do the same.
In the coming weeks and months you may begin to notice little alterations: repositioning of furniture, shifting of duties and slight shuffling in office operations. We ask for your trust that these subtle changes are improving how the
church office functions to better serve you. These things will take time to come
to fruition, but how sweet shall be the fruits of our labors!
Faithfully,
The Office Staff: Makenzye Barfield, Nancy Wagner, Sarah Laurence, Lillian Land
and Karen Seibert

