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Reece Berry
Aiken High
Plans to attend
Clemson University

Katie Clamp
Aiken High
Plans to attend
Mercer University

Carrie Epps
South Aiken High

Ashley Funk
South Aiken High
Plans to attend
Aiken Tech

Dear Class of 2018
Megan Doud

Student Missions
Megan Doud
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Hagan Goings
Mead Hall
Plans to attend

Spartanburg Methodist College

Billy Haller
Aiken High
Plans to attend
College of Charleston

Gretchen LeGrand
Aiken High
Plans to attend
Presbyterian College

Meredith McCoy
South Aiken High
Plans to attend
Winthrop University

GRADUATE
RECOGNITION
SUNDAY, MAY 20
DURING WORSHIP

Bruce Nation
Aiken High
Plans to attend
USC

Sarah Whittle
Aiken High
Plans to attend
Hunter College in NYC

A luncheon for graduates and
their families will be held
in the Fellowship Hall after
Worship.
Call the church office to
R.S.V.P.

Thank you , Vicky
Marie Berry
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it’s been calculus, proms, choir and orchestra
concerts, theater, or the joys and sorrows of sports.
All of these things deserve celebrating, but the mark
you have left upon each other and others beyond your
class is truly why I celebrate you.
Now you embark on a new path in your life. It is
called adulthood. This new place will be places like
Clemson, University of South Carolina Columbia,
Presbyterian College, Spartanburg Methodist College,
Hunter College in New York City, Aiken Tech,
Winthrop University, and College of Charleston.
Becoming an adult means learning to wake
yourself up each morning at college. New adventures
lie ahead for you. Your church family and I truly wish
you the best. We join you in looking forward to where
this new path takes you, what you get to experience,
where you will go, and who you will become. While
many of you will become involved in new ministries
and church in your school setting (as you should!),
know that you have much love and support here at
home.
This new Journey is just beginning, but don’t
forget who you are and where you came from.

Dear Class of 2018
by Megan Doud

You are an amazing class! We have experience
two years of life together. We have journeyed to
Knoxville, Charleston, Conway, Eleuthera,
Winterplace, and Miami together.
Now you are at graduation. Graduation is a point
in a person’s life where life as you know it becomes a
layer of who you are. These layers of who we are
provide a foundation for the next layer to be formed.
A person could say that we are established through
these layers. These points in life are known as a rite
of passage. A rite of passage is a point of reference
that a person can look back to see an event in time as
a place for him/her deciding to build upon who he/she
is to who they will become.
Rites of passage in a person’s life call for
celebration, and I celebrate with you and your
family at your accomplishment of high school
graduation. You are ready to begin the next layer of
your life. You are ready to begin something new. You
endured and survived much through school whether

Is just beginning!
So remember to

2018 College Graduates
Sarah Laurence, will graduate from the University of South Carolina, Aiken with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology.
Madison Martin, will graduate from College of Charleston with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Marine Biology and a minor in Spanish.
Tori Shekastehband, will graduate from Aiken Tech with an Associate Degree in
Applied Science with Emphasis in Welding
Noah Slate, will graduate from Aiken Tech with an Associate Degree in Applied
Science with Emphasis in Welding
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This can’t happen without your help.
Instead of asking for supplies, we would prefer
monetary donations. The reason we are asking for
money is because it is easier to order supplies online and
ship them directly to Miami. Your donations will also
help offset our total cost of the trip. (I have tried to
make the trip as cost affordable as possible to our
families, so that as many can attend as possible.) The
continuous support that this church offers the student
ministry, my family, and me proves why I am so proud
to be the Student Minister here at Aiken’s First Baptist
Church.

Support Student Missions
by Megan Doud

When I was in Seminary I
worked for Cooperative
Baptist Fellowships’ National
office in Atlanta. The focus of
my job was to call churches
and CBF advocates to partner
with CBF on the Global
Missions offering. That year
the State Global Missions Offering focused on Touching
Miami with Love. I began reading Angel and Jason
Pittman’s story and immediately fell in love. I told
myself that year, “I want to take my own group one
day!”
When I began at Aiken’s First Baptist, I knew
exactly where I wanted to take the high schoolers. I
wanted to take them to experience TML. So, my dream
came true last summer. I was so proud of our students
and adults. They embraced and loved the children and
works at TML . This year we have 22 adults and
students venturing down to Miami June 30-July 8.
I love the giving spirit of our church. It is a
powerful reminder of how God uses our gifts and talents
to further God’s kingdom. We want you to be a part of
our mission this summer with your continuous prayer
and support. Our students will be working with the TML
staff on a day camp for 100+ kids. We will be teaching
Bible study, providing fitness opportunities, enrichment
based on the Travel Network, and visual arts. Our team
is still working on putting together these four elements.
This is where we need your support.

Touching Miami with Love is a Community Development Organization, whose programs and
services are targeted to the residents of the Miami-Dade neighborhoods of Overtown (adjacent to
Downtown Miami) and West Homestead (in the City of Homestead, the southern part of Miami-Dade
County). They serve children kindergarten to 12th grade, their parents, and adults in the communities.
Mission Statement: Touching Miami with Love’s mission is to share the love of Christ by offering hope,
opportunities, and resources for families and individuals.
Vision Statement: To see our children and youth inspired, educated, and empowered to reach their full
potential.
Goal: To guide children and youth spiritually, intellectually, and emotionally.
To learn more, visit their website at touchingmiamiwithlove.org.
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Thank you, Vicky
by Marie Berry

Eighteen years ago we were introduced to the
Children's Ministry at Aiken’s First Baptist Church
through the Pass it On Kidsignment Sale. When our
son, Reece, was about a year old, I enrolled him in
Parents’ Day Out, and I met Vicky McCullough, who
has blessed our lives in more ways than one. Mrs.
Vicky, as my children affectionately call her, was one
of the first people that I met at Aiken’s First Baptist
Church, and as I got to know her, I found she was so
easy to talk to and such a great listener. A couple of
years later, my twins, Christa and Emily were born,
and they all spent lots of time at PDO. All three kids
attended kindergarten and LOVED the music class
that Mrs. Vicky taught.
At that time, we attended a sister church in Aiken,
but they didn’t have many activities for children. We
knew that Reece loved music, so we began to visit
FBC on Wednesday nights so that he could be in the
children’s choir. Mrs. Vicky made sure to come by to
visit and check on us, which made us feel so at home.
We began to come to church full time shortly after
that. The kids loved it! The kids loved Mrs. Vicky and still do! Their favorite thing about First Baptist
were the summer camps. Vacation Bible School,
Preschool Pals, Kids of the Kingdom, Passport Camp,
Music and Drama Camp, and Basketball Camp.
I also had the privilege of helping Vicky with summer
camps including Vacation Bible School, Science
camp, Kids of the Kingdom, Passport camp, and
Music and Drama camp. Despite all the time she was
giving to my children and the other children of our
church and our community, Vicky also recognized and
nurtured my God-given talents - talents that I never
knew I had. I never imagined that I could teach
children, but with her mentoring and support, I am
now a teacher in the Children's Department, as well as
the Children’s Department Director. I never dreamed
of directing dramas, but spent 9 years directing the
plays in our Music and Drama camps. Vicky’s
nurturing and loving soul has made an impression in
more than just my life. When our friend, Martha
Haynes, was diagnosed with cancer, and was in charge
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of Wednesday night meals, Vicky would come to the
kitchen to help Martha with the food preparation. She
also took Martha to doctors’ appointments, and would
sit with her during her treatments.
Considering all the good things Vicky
McCullough has done, I believe it is fair to call her a
wonderful woman. She has nurtured countless
children and families at Aiken’s First Baptist Church,
she has reached out to the children of the community,
and has planted seeds of God’s word in our hearts.
She is always there to listen and give wonderful
advice, and will always be my dear friend. Thanks so
much for the time you have given as the Director of
Children’s Ministries.

Registration for our summer programs is open. For our older campers (those who have
completed 3k, 4k or 5k) we will have Preschool Pals. Check out the fun themes we have
planned for this summer. All camps include field trips and cost $150. A $20 deposit (per
week) will hold your child's spot.
June 11-16 --Art Camp - Campers will be doing art projects inside and outside, big and
small, here and there and everywhere!
June 18-22 - Beach Week - Any beach lovers out there? This camp is for you! We'll be
playing and pretending to be at the beach.
July 9-13 - Discovering Aiken - This week we'll be taking campers all over our awesome
city! We'll visit a farm, a museum, and even the splash pad!
July 18-22 - Food, Food and More Food - Like to cook? Like to eat? Want to learn about
foods and where they come from? This camp is sure to satisfy your belly and your brain!
For more information check our website (www.aikenfbcpreschool.org). Payments for
June camps are due by June 1st and payments for July camps are due by June 29th. If you
have questions please call or email Kathy Samaha (803) 991-2156 or ksamaha@fbcaiken.org

Sarah Laurence Licensed
into the Gospel Ministry
On Sunday morning, April 29, Sarah Laurence was
licensed by First Baptist into the Gospel Ministry.
Sarah is currently serving as our Student Ministries
Intern. She will be graduating May 9 from USC
Aiken, and will attend Gardner-Webb School of
Divinity in the Fall. Blessings to you Sarah on this
new chapter of living fully into your calling.
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someone observed wisely: “Success comes in cans;
failure in cannots.”
The apostle Paul charges us: “Whatsoever things
are true and honest and just and pure and
commendable, think on these things.”
Some persons use their minds to the fullest, while
others are guilty of idle neglect or careless misuses.
The tragedy is that too many fall in the category of
abuse. They are like the old farmer who used to say,
by Fred Andrea
“Folks tell me I’ve lost my mind, but I don’t miss it
Some years ago there was a popular song with a
any.” E. Stanley Jones concluded that, “Five percent
message that needs to be sung each day us by all:
of the people think, five percent think that they think,
“Accentuate the positive, eliminate the negative,
and the rest would rather die than think.”
latchon to the affirmative, don’t mess with Mister
Our thoughts determine our actions and dominate
‘in-between’.”
our lives. It has been said that living is at least 90
Almost daily I see persons who feel defeated,
percent attitude. It this is true, then it is imperative
beaten and negative about their lives. They easily find that we direct our thoughts. As we determine our
what is wrong with any situation, but, with their
thinking, so we color our living.
negative glasses on, have difficulty seeing anything
positive. We soon can get into such a habit of this that The anonymous writer expressed it well:
it dominates every aspect of our lives.
Dynamic, decisive living demands a positive
If you think you are beaten, you are.
perspective toward life. Our approach to life must
If you dare not, you don’t.
reflect a positive purpose. The difference between
strength and weakness, success and failure, happiness
If you like to win, but think you can’t,
and misery, hope and despair, depends upon whether
It’s almost a cinch, you won’t.
or not the wheel of life revolves around the hub of
If you think you’ll lose, you’ve lost,
positive living. Without a positive perspective, we
lack the secret of magnificent, magnanimous living.
For out in the world we find
The power we need for great living comes through
Success begins with a fellow’s will;
a positive pattern of life. Many of us simply are not
using the power that is available within. And certainly
It’s all in the state of mind.
we are not appropriating all the power which is
Life’s battles don’t always go
available without. Try thinking, believing, praying,
To the stronger or faster man;
feeling, and willing as if everything depended on you.
And begin thinking, believing, praying, feeling
But sooner or later, the man who wins
and willing as if everything depended upon God.
Is the one who thinks he can.
There is power outside and beyond us at our disposal
that we have never tapped. There is power - abundant,
boundless power - awaiting our command. But where
is it found?
There is power in positive thought - what we think,
how we think. Emerson expressed it: “A man is what
he thinks about all day long.” Marcus Aurelius put it:
“Our life is what our thoughts make it.”
We become more or less what we picture
ourselves to be. Our thoughts color and condition our
lives. If we seek peace, we must think peaceful
thoughts. If we desire happiness, we must think happy
thoughts. If we want success, we must think success.
If we expect achievement, we must think achievement.
We paralyze our actions by negative thoughts. As

What’s Your Attitude?
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New Members

Missions Prayer Focus

Field Thurmond
By Profession of Faith

May 6 Pray for the offering for Global Missions
of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship supporting
long term missionaries around the world.

His deacon
family minister is
Tim Hasty.

May 13 Pray for lay leaders and pastors in China
who participate in training programs alongside Bill
and Michelle Cayard, Cooperative Baptist Field
Personnel.
May 20 Pray for Area Churches Together Sharing
in Aiken as they begin a campaign to furnish fans
to Aiken County residents for hot weather.
May 27 Pray for Koinonia, a movement in
Columbia, SC that fosters safety and affordable
housing in the Eau Claire neighborhood.

Jewelle Bradley– Crowley
(& Bo Crowley)
By Promise
of Letter

Congratulations,
Church Staff

Her deacon
family minister is
Barbara Jackson.

Megan Doud
Associate Minister in Student Ministries
2 years

Quarterly Conference
Joann DePriest
Andrew and Adam

Wednesday, May 2
6:40 p.m. - Fellowship Hall

By Promise
of Letter

In Memoriam

Their deacon
family minister is
Ronnie Rogers.

C. Clifton Alsbrooks Jr.
February 12, 1945-April 18, 2018
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