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ever heard.” And they both stood there and laughed.
The quickest way to make a friend is to start
asking questions. People love to talk and you will be
loved for listening. It has been said many times that
“God gives us two ears and one mouth so that we can
listen twice as much as we talk.” Try putting it into
practice today. Seek someone out and ask a question.
People want to tell you about their families, their
friends, their hobbies, and even their illnesses. All
they ask is for you to listen.
Let’s face it. You always learn more by listening
than by talking. And think of the friends we can make.
A sign once hung on the wall of a restaurant that said,
“A fish is only hooked when his mouth is open.” What
is the purpose of your conversation? Is it to learn or is
it to brag? Is it to build friendship or is it to build up
your own self?
It is not what you say, it is how you say it that
counts. An ancient Chinese story tells the account of a
noble sultan who called in one of his seers. “Tell me,”
asked the sultan, “how long will I live?” The prophet
answered bluntly, “Sire, you will live to see all your
sons dead.” The sultan immediately flew into a rage,
called in his guards, and ordered the execution of the
prophet.
Then he asked for a second seer, who said, “Sire, I
see you blessed with a long life. So long that you will
outlive all of your family.” Well, the old sultan was
delighted. He rewarded this seer with precious gifts
and jewels. Both prophets had the same message, but
what a difference in the way they said it.
Every day we are transmitting dozens of messages.
And all of them can be positive. We all have a choice
when it comes to communicating. You can develop
either warm and positive responses, or you can be cold
and negative. The choice is yours! Like it or not, your
image and reputation depends on your choice. Just as
you judge others as positive or negative by their words
and actions, the same thing is happening to you.

Positive Speaking and
Listening
by Fred Andrea

Is it possible that just one word can make the
difference between failure and success? I read an
article recently in which the author says yes. “Years
ago,” he said, “When I’d hear a statement with which I
would disagree, I would say ‘Bologna!’ and people
began avoiding me like the plague. Now I substitute
‘Amazing’ for ‘Bologna’ and my phone keeps ringing
and my list of friends continues to grow.”
Your vocabulary may not be filled with “bologna,”
but what you say does make a difference. Like it or
not, you are judged by your conversation: the way you
listen, the words you choose, the interest you express
in others, and the emotion you express. Yes, you are
immediately given the “thumbs up” or “thumbs down”
treatment because of both your spoken and unspoken
words. There are some specific things you can do to
strengthen your powers of communication.
The biggest problem with most conversations is
that nobody is listening. While Bob is talking, Mary is
thinking about what she is going to say. While Mary is
talking, Bob is planning his next phrase. As a result,
Bob and Mary are doing a lot of thinking, but neither
is listening. Their conversation is like two trains on
separate tracks, passing in the night. Bob knows what
he wants to say. Mary, too, has something to
communicate. But their objectives are in opposite
directions.
Think of your own conversation. Is it one-sided?
Or is there real communication taking place?
It reminds me of the speech teacher who stood in
the receiving line of the Heart Fund recognition
banquet. She grew tired of shaking all those hands and
saying, “How are you?” and hearing the same old
responses. So she thought she would try an
experiment. She greeted the next twenty patrons in the
line by smiling and quietly saying, “I have leprosy.”
The responses were just incredible! The people smiled
back and said things like, “How happy I am for you,”
and “How wonderful. You must tell me all about it.”
Only one person said, “That’s the craziest thing I have

We have great opportunities every

day to demonstrate the value of positive listening and positive speaking.
Go ahead and try it. Start today!
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We are still needing a number of items to help make
Vacation Bible School happen. Please bring the items
listed to the collection cabinet in front of the church
office.
At Rolling River Rampage VBS, our children will
discover an interactive, energizing, Bible-based
program that leads them to experience the ride of a
lifetime with God! During Vacation Bible School at
Rolling River Rampage, your child will become
spiritual Rafters and explore how to serve God and
God’s mission for their lives.












After a high-energy Opening Assembly, Rafters make
their way to the Bible Story Station. Interactive Bible
lessons reveal Rapid Reminders to equip your Rafters
for an active life with God. Your Rafters will also
discover and commit to heart a Rafting Ready Verse
that will remain with them in their faith long after
VBS.
Rafters will expand on what they’ve discovered by
participating in a variety of activities: making art
projects at the Craft Station, singing new songs at the
Music Station, exploring the wonders of creation at
the Science Station, playing fun and relevant games
at the Recreation Station, and enjoying tasty snacks at
the Snack Station. Along the way, Rafters will hear
about our mission project and will be invited to
participate as they put their faith into action!
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130 vanilla pudding cups
Vanilla Wafers
Skittles candies
Goldfish Colors snack crackers
Graham Crackers
Gallon size zip lock bags
Snack size zip lock bags
Wooden spring loaded clothespins
Sandwich size zip lock bags
Wet Wipes

with your continuous prayer and support.
As a reminder, instead of asking for supplies as
done in the past, we would prefer monetary
donations. These donations will help offset our total
cost of travel and allow us to order supplies online
and ship them directly to Miami.

Summer Ministry

Touching Miami with Love Mission Team:

by Megan Doud

As we concluded another school year, our seniors
started a new tradition with having their families
decorate Celebration Tables in the Sanctuary. This is
a great reminder to the church the impact they had in
their lives and will continue to have.
This month, on June 30, a group of 22 adults and
students will leave for Miami. During their week
there, the students will work with Touching Miami
with Love, a community development organization
whose programs and services are targeted to the
residents of the Miami-Dade neighborhoods of
Overtown and West Homestead. Our students will
lead a day camp at the Overtown site for around 100
kids. The camp will have four areas of focus:
Scripture, fitness, healthy eating, and visual arts.
Our team will be commissioned on June 24 during
morning worship, and have our final planning team
meeting after. While we finish preparing and as we
serve, we want you to be a part of our mission too

Christa Berry
Emily Berry
Reece Berry
Megan Doud
Brian Doud
Ashely Funk
Sami Hale
Rachel Larson
Sarah Laurence
Gretchen LeGrand
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Jodia Lintner
Nick Lintner
Barbara Morgan
Olivia Nation
Charlie Price
John Scheetz
James Scheetz
Jackson Sessoms
Amy Terry
Gigi Terry
Spencer Terry

working long hours with various crews to establish
annual beds of color around the city.
Aaron, along with his father, is actively engaged
with the Properties Committee, working to refresh
and tend the gardens and surrounding areas of the
church property, and taking turns with opening up the
buildings for church activities. Aaron’s mother works
with church members during times of bereavement
and with church decorations at special times of the
year.
Both of Aaron’s boys, Jack who is five and
Thomas Liam who is two, are participants in the First
Baptist daycare activities. Aaron laughingly describes
his boys as “a handful! Jack is very active in soccer
and riding his bicycle. Liam enjoys long naps and
playing with kitchen gadgets.
Aaron expresses that he has always appreciated
hearing Dr. Fred Andrea’s sermons, and like many of
us in First Baptist, anticipate that new leadership will
have big shoes to fill, but he also looks forward to reenergizing the group of younger members in the
church as they explore the possibilities for new and
continued missions.
Nature is the art of God! Dante Aligheieri

Aaron, Jack, and Liam
Campbell
by Lynne Rhodes

Aaron came to the
Aiken community at
the age of 12, from
Nashville, TN when
his father came to
Aiken to work in
land development.
After attending
Kennedy Middle
and South Aiken High School, Aaron received his BS
degree in horticulture from Clemson University in
2002. Aaron and his family have attended First
Baptist Church since 2000. His sister was married at
First Baptist Church with Dr. Andrea presiding over
the ceremony.
After graduation from Clemson, Aaron worked in
horticultural design with the Tom Rapp, the city
horticulturalist, but in 2005 he left Aiken to establish
a business in Charleston, where he spent twelve years.
Recently, he returned with his active family of two
boys, to Aiken, where he took the position of city
horticulturalist when Tom Rapp retired. Aaron admits
that spring is a particularly busy time for him, as he is
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Lunch Club at Shane’s Rib Shack
Eleuthera Mission Venture Report
Movie Day on Third Floor
Lunch Club at Jersey Mike’s
Unidiversity
Fellowship Breakfast
Student Ministry Sunday
Lunch Club at Panera Bread
High School Graduates Mission Immersion
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Lunch Club at Shane’s Rib Shack
Eleuthera Mission Venture Report
Movie Day on Third Floor
Lunch Club at Jersey Mike’s
Unidiversity
Fellowship Breakfast
Student Ministry Sunday
Lunch Club at Panera Bread
High School Graduates Mission Immersion

Preschool in May
by Kathy Samaha

All year we have been learning about giving and
caring for others. We have started a monthly
mission project and have collected items for
hurricane relief, canned foods, blessing boxes, and
socks and underwear. Our final project was a coin
collection for ACTS. Each week in May we
collected a different type of coin - quarters, dimes,
nickels and pennies. We were overwhelmed by our
preschoolers' kind and giving hearts! We collected
$1026 to donate to ACTS to purchase fans for
clients this summer. It was an amazing way to end
our year.

It's been a merry, merry month of May in Preschool! We have been having our ABC Countdown to
summer where each day we celebrate something! On
"D" day we had a dance party in the gym. On "T" day
we all wore our FBC Preschool T-shirts. "W" was
definitely a favorite day - we got to play on the water
slide and in pools!
Also in May we had our annual Mothers' Tea.
What a special treat it was to have the cakes made by
Mrs. Vaughan again! Delicious as always! We also
had our end of the year program where all of our
preschoolers sang and "graduated" to the next grade.
It's always a special time.
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Congratulations,
Church Staff

Missions Prayer Focus

Fred Andrea
Pastor
25 years

June 3 Pray for Nurture Home in Aiken as they open
a new shelter for one family at a time to practice
skills in self sufficiency.

Gail Floyd
Financial Assistant
7 years

June 10 Pray for Mommy and Me, a summer
opportunity for young children to experience local
missions alongside their mothers.

Kathy Samaha
Preschool Director
6 years

June 17 Pray for DMG Youth Talent Program in
Fairfax, SC, which matches young people with
Christian mentors to develop skills in the arts.

New Member

June 24 Pray for Triune Mercy Center in Greenville,
SC, a worshiping community composed of people of
all socio-economic levels.

Cheyenne Blanchard
By Profession of Faith
Her deacon
family minister is
Susan LeGrand.

Congratulations,
Graduates!

In Memoriam
Robert F. Billue, Jr.
03/18/1949-5/23/2018

Virgil H. Huston
04/07/1924-05/03/2018

Our 2017 High School graduates were recognized
during worship on May 21. Those present are pictured
with Dr. Andrea and Megan Doud from left to right:
Sarah Whittle, Billy Haller, Reece Berry, Katie
Clamp, Gretchen LeGrand, Meredith McCoy, Hagan
Goings, and Ashley Funk
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