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Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, 

Good Morning….. I bring with me warm wishes and 

greetings from Their Majesties and the people of Bhutan.  

I am delighted to be here in the beautiful city of Lucerne.  

I would like to express my appreciation to the Chairman 

of the Advisory Board Mr. Reto Wittwer , Mr. Martin 

Barth the General Manager, and the Management Board 

of World Tourism Forum, Lucerne for inviting me to be a 

part of this important event.   

I commend, this initiative of the World Tourism Forum, 

Lucern to find practical solutions for sustainable 

development of the tourism industry and all efforts to lead 

it to greater heights. 
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I acknowledge the presence of all the eminent people, 

young professionals and young talents  from diverse 

backgrounds who are here with us to share their 

perspectives and experiences .  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Travel is an indispensable part of our lives. With every 

passing year, more and more people are in motion, than 

ever before and tourism has now emerged as a powerful 

engine of economic growth and development. I personally 

believe that tourism is not only the engine for economic 

growth but also a great facilitator for global peace.  
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It is through travel that we gain insight and appreciation 

of other lands and peoples and I believe that, we must 

therefore, harness the tremendous potentials of tourism to 

spread peace and harmony in our troubled world 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

As is the case with most nations in the world, tourism has 

played a major role in the development of my country, 

Bhutan. I would like to take this opportunity to share with 

you our experience with tourism and the policies that 

have shaped its development. Bhutan, as many of you 

may already know, is a landlocked country in the Eastern 

Himalayas roughly the size of Switzerland.  
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The nation remained in isolation for centuries, partly by 

choice but mostly due to our rugged terrain and 

geographical barriers. It was only in the early sixties that 

we opened our doors to the world outside. This, was a 

blessing in many ways as it allowed us to bring into the 

late 20th century an environment that was pristine and a 

culture untainted by the impact of unplanned 

development.  

Bhutan received the first batch of tourists in 1974 during 

the Coronation of His Majesty the Fourth King Jigme 

Singye Wangchuck. With the arrival of the 287 tourists 

we cautiously opened our doors to the world with the 

clear understanding of our very limited capacity to absorb 

large numbers of visitors.  



5 
 

Concerned that unregulated and unplanned tourism would 

adversely affect our environment and our precious 

cultural heritage, and given the realities of our lack of 

infrastructure and other vital resources in the tourism 

sector, we embarked on a policy of imposing minimum 

tariff to keep the number of visitors within manageable 

limits.  This, was the advent of “high value and low 

impact” policy that remains the guiding principle till 

today.   

This policy came about from the realization that the 

country with its limited infrastructure and the lack of 

regulatory bodies could not absorb large numbers without 

adversely affecting our nature and culture.   
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While there were opportunities to maximize revenues 

from large numbers of tourist arrivals, we avoided the 

short term gains to protect our land and our way of life. 

Our visionary leader was blessed with the wisdom of 

understanding the symbiotic relationship between 

economic returns and the preservation of our culture and 

natural environment.  

The overarching development philosophy that includes 

tourism is Gross National Happiness or GNH.  This 

phrase coined by His Majesty the 4th King in the 1980s 

has become synonymous with Bhutan and has gained 

global recognition.  
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GNH, is not a complex concept, but a prudent observation 

that called for a more holistic approach to development 

that advocates the harmonious balance between man and 

nature, and between materialism and spiritualism. 

Ladies and gentlemen 

Since its advent in 1974 the tourism industry has 

experienced steady growth and progress – the modest 

beginning of 287 arrivals in 1974 has grown to over 

130,000 tourists in 2014. Today, tourism is one of the 

largest sources of revenue besides hydropower and the 

highest convertible currency generator for Bhutan. In 

addition, the industry has also created significant 

employment opportunities for our youth. In 2012, over 

26,000 people found employment in the industry.  
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It is with great pride that I say, the growth of our tourism 

industry did not come at the expense of our environment 

or our cultural heritage. Today, 41 years after the first 

arrivals, Bhutan still boasts of a pristine environment and 

a living and thriving culture. Currently, 70 % of our land 

is under forest cover with 52 % of Bhutan declared as 

protected areas. The constitution of the country also 

mandates that 60% of the country remain under forest 

cover for all times to come.  

Economic development and preservation are not mutually 

exclusive, but are in fact interdependent. Today, visitors 

have many destinations to choose from and it is important 

to determine the main draw cards that attract tourists to 

Bhutan.  
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When asked this question, in a survey conducted by the 

Tourism Council of Bhutan, it came as no surprise that 

the vast majority of respondents cited culture and pristine 

nature as the reasons for coming to Bhutan. 

While we have every reason to be content with our 

successes we need to remain vigilant. We understand the 

importance of maintaining the delicate balance between 

financial gains and preservation and have taken measures 

to ensure its continuity.  

Ladies and gentlemen 

With good planning and management, tourism can be a 

positive force, bringing immense benefits to destinations 

and people around the world.  
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The flip side is that, if mismanaged, it can bring about the 

ruin of the environment, culture, and eventually of the 

economy. Informed decisions at all levels are needed so 

that tourism can be a positive contributor to sustainable 

development. This calls for the active involvement of 

talented and innovative personalities including young 

professionals to chart out policies and strategies that will 

strengthen the world’s largest industry. 

Finally, I would like to inform you that 2015 is a very 

special year for Bhutan as the nation is celebrating the 

60th birth anniversary of His Majesty Jigme Singye 

Wangchuck, the fourth king of Bhutan.  
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As a tribute to this extraordinary monarch who ushered in 

an age of enlightened development based on the 

philosophy of GNH, and amongst many other great 

achievements is also the architect of our value based 

tourism policy. The year 2015 has been declared as “Visit 

Bhutan Year”.  Many activities have been planned to 

mark this special occasion, and on behalf of the people of 

Bhutan I invite you to join us in the celebrations. 

I once again thank the World Tourism Forum, Lucerne for 

inviting me to address this important event and I thank all 

those present here, for patiently listening to me. 

 

Thank you  
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