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For Your Meditation: 
“Realities are, after all, inhabitable. 

If we can render a new reality together—with attention—perhaps we can meet each other there.”  
Jenny Odell, How to Do Nothing: Resisting the Attention Economy 
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*Want to view the service with friends? Join Our 11AM Watch Party and Coffee Hour via Zoom zoom.us/j/89409583117 
Want to find out more about Judson? Sign up for our weekly newsletter at judson.org/contact 

--- 
Prelude   New York High 
    composed and performed by 
    Judson Arts artists Anna/Kate 
 
Welcome 
 
Land Acknowledgment & Commitment to Action 
remixing words by Octavia E. Butler 
 
Judson’s physical space stands on the unceded land of the Lenape people. Our community 
acknowledges the Lenape community, their elders both past and present, as well as future generations, 
and we make this acknowledgement as part of our work to dismantle the ongoing legacies of Christian 
supremacy, settler colonialism, and white supremacy. 
 
We also commit to change. 
Everything you touch you change. 
Everything you change changes you. 
The only lasting truth is change. 
God is change. 
 
Therefore, if we refuse to change, we run the risk of being God-less. 
But if we commit to looking back at where we’ve been, looking honestly at who we are, and looking 
forward to who we can become, we might just touch God. 
We believe this truth and belief initiates and guides action — or it does nothing. 
So: 
 
What does community look like in the face of this truth? 
What does joy look like in the face of this truth? 
What does utopia look like in the face of this truth? 
What does the future look like in the face of this truth? 
 
We not only acknowledge the past, but we commit to present action. 
Our futures await our willingness to change. 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, September 19, 2021 
Judson Memorial Church 
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Call to Worship  “little prayer” by Danez Smith 
 
let ruin end here 
 
let him find honey 
where there was once a slaughter 
 
let him enter the lion’s cage 
& find a field of lilacs 
 
let this be the healing 
& if not   let it be 
 
Opening Hymn  Morning Has Broken 
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Ancient Testimony  The Gospel of Mark 9:30-37 (NRSV) 
 
“They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for he was 
teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they 
will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.’ 
But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
 
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, ‘What were you 
arguing about on the way?’ 
 
But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 
 
He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, ‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and 
servant of all.’ Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to 
them, ‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’” 
 
Modern Testimony   from Pádraig Ó Tuama’s In the Shelter 
 
“It has taken years to continue to live into the truth that if I believe we are from God and for God, then 
we are from Goodness and for Goodness. To greet sorrow today does not mean that sorrow will be 
there tomorrow. Happiness comes too, and grief, and tiredness, disappointment, surprise and energy. 
Chaos and fulfilment will be named as well as delight and despair. This is the truth of being here, 
wherever here is today. It may not be permanent but it is here. I will probably leave here, and I will 
probably return. To deny here is to harrow the heart. Hello to here. 
 
“The Christian story of incarnation in the body of a boy—a boy whose ancestors were both famous and 
infamous—is one that can spur us towards living with the courage that is indigenous to us. To be 
human is to be in the image of something good, and image comes from imagination. To be human is 
to be in the imagination of God, and the imagination is the source of integrity as well as cracks. To be 
born is to be born into a story of possibility, a story of failure, a story of imagination and the failure of 
imagination. To be born is to be born with the possibility of courage. Hello to courage.” 
 
A Creative Testimony Hymn for Matins 
    composed and performed by Jeff Turrentine 
 

Of my treacheries and treasons 
There’s not time enough for telling 
And although I had my reasons 
I’m sure you’d find them uncompelling 
There’s a ledger up in heaven that is heavy with the record of my sin 
But every morning I wake up to find you there 
And you let me try again 
  

Jesus called for his disciples 
And he said “Boys, you’d better hurry. 
All these cowboys with their Bibles 
Have got me more than slightly worried. 
When I told them ‘Turn the other cheek’ 
I meant ‘Learn to take it on the goddamn chin.' 
But the gospel, it got garbled, 
Now I'm afraid I’m gonna have to try again” 
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All things bright and beautiful 
All creatures great and small 
All people proud and pitiful 
We flail, we fail, we fall 
  
First we walk and then we run 
And, baby, then we stumble 
Let’s spread our wings up toward the sun 
And together we can tumble 
And if you don’t believe in miracles 
Well, let's just say that that makes two of us, my friend 
But ain’t it something like a miracle 
That every day we get to try again? 
 

Interpreting for our Time “Wish You Were Here”    Rev. Micah Bucey 
 

Offertory                  
 

 
 
 

A Creative Testimony Shipwrecked 
    composed and performed by 
    Judson Arts artists Anna/Kate 
 

Benediction 
 

Closing Hymn  Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 

OFFERINGS WELCOMED! via VENMO @Judson-MemorialChurch 
Text JUDSON to 44321   or   Visit  judson.org/give 
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2 - Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 

*Heart of the Community: Celebrations & Concerns                 Rev. Dr. Valerie H. Holly &   Rev. Roy Atwood 
 

During this time of “Connecting Community, Remotely”, our usual Agape Communion, Celebrations & 
Concerns  sharing, and Community Prayer time occurs in our live 11am Sunday Zoom watch party 
(zoom.us/j/89409583117). All are welcome to join these weekly gatherings, but if you are unable to join, 
please do take time to read over our Celebration & Concerns (listed below), or sit for a few moments in silent 
reflection, or raise up a prayer for a concern or thanks. Questions, Celebrations, and Concerns may always be 
sent to Rev. Dr. Valerie H. Holly at valeriehholly@judson.org. 

 

For a daily helping of community, quiet, and sharing of Celebrations & Concerns, all are invited to our daily 
9am Meditation & Prayer Circle, where you are welcome to join as often or as seldom as you’d like. 
www.judson.org/meditation. 
 

*Community Prayer  
 

*Coffee Hour   
 
--- 
Special Celebration Announcement from Carolyn Thomason Wich: Please join us on Saturday 9/25 at 
2:00pm in Judson's Meeting Room for the Celebration of Life for my father, Robert Thomason. All 
are welcome for this special service and refreshments will be served afterwards.  Please mind JMC 
safety protocols. 

--- 
Bulletin: ALH 

 

*During the Watch Party and Coffee Hour ~ Join Us via Zoom: zoom.us/j/89409583117 

Want to find out more about Judson? Sign up for 
our weekly newsletter at judson.org/contact 
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 ~ CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS ~      nycwell.cityofnewyork.us/ 
  

 

Carolyn Thomason Wich shares a celebration: Please join us on Saturday 9/25 at 2:00pm in Judson's Meeting Room for 
the Celebration of Life for my father, Robert Thomason. All are welcome for this special service and refreshments will 
be served afterwards. (JMC safety protocols in effect). 
 

Veronica Cottingham celebrates the life of Stuart Cottingham who would have been 57 today. Being a Judson member 
brought Stu great joy. 
 

We raise up prayers with love & appreciation for the remarkable life of Doris Diether, a longtime friend of Judson, who 
died this past Thursday, September 16. Her life was a wonderful example of civic action, responsibility, building 
community, and friendship. She was at home surrounded by love, including her cats,  as she transitioned.  We are grateful 
not just for Doris’ life, but for the lives of those who cared for her, and ask for comfort for all as they mourn her passing. 
Life in Washington Square Park will not be the same.  
 

Lynn Denton continues to ask for prayers for Charlie Kaprelian as he battles Alzheimers. 
 

Kris Conklin asks for prayers for her family. Her mom, Carol, was recently diagnosed with an aggressive form of leukemia 
for which there is no cure. Please keep Carol, her husband of 65 years, Walter, and all who love them in your prayers and 
meditations of the heart. 
 

Jennifer Lundberg asks for continued prayers for her mother, Barbara, who is in a rehab facility to recover from a long 
hospital stay. May she continue to take baby steps each day towards recovery. 
 

Josephine Tucker asks for continued prayers for Wille Mac Vass as he progresses in his treatments. 
 

~May prayers, positive energy, love and light continue to be lifted up~ 
All of us at Judson send strength and energy to our friend, Jean Montrevil, and all in Haiti. 
 

The Judson Food Bank and the impact that they bring citywide in providing much-needed relief to underserved families 
across our city. Many thanks to everyone for all the ways you continue to help us make an impact. 
 

The communities that are concerned about taking the vaccine due to historical negative experiences in the hands of 
medicine. Vaccine hesitancy still needs our conversations and sharing of our experiences to help move as many people as 
possible to a place of being able to get the vaccine. May we all continue to work on being safe as this need for care is still 
high and impacts us all worldwide. 
 

To our dear friends at Middle Collegiate Church, all of us at Judson send our continued love, solidarity, and prayers. As 
they recover from a devastating fire and seek the support of their interfaith and community partners in renewing their 
hope and rebuilding their home, please, if you can,  donate to Middle at middlechurch.org/donate. 
To the family of Judson community member, Vivian Hamilton, in Honduras and to all in Honduras, Nicaragua, and 
beyond as they suffer the continuing effects of Hurricane Eta and Hurricane Iota. 
 

Prayers to all who are displaced by the changes of their natural environment as Nature does what is needed. 
We lift prayers for the United States of America and the future we create as a Union. 
 

We lift up those especially in need of good energy and prayers, those navigating mental and physical health, and we shoulder these 
needs together, knowing that burdens can be a bit lighter when they are carried together, that joys can be more grounded when we 
celebrate them together. 
We celebrate and hold in our hearts those on the front lines of this crisis, the healthcare professionals, the essential workers, the store 
clerks, the postal carriers, the MTA workers, all who serve and clean and make certain that we are fed and sheltered and healthy, 
especially as we enter new phases of reopening and enter into the next part of the learning in this pandemic journey. 
 

We continue to hold in our hearts all of the schools: administrators, teachers, support staff and aides, program facilitators, food 
services, custodial, and transportation. All of the individuals that make up the school community and provide education and social-
emotional support to every child and family. To all students, parents and families, we send continued strength and light as we 
experience SY21-22.  
We hold those who have lost work, who have lost income, who have lost a feeling of purpose, who have lost loved ones, who fear for 
their health and for their future. 
We also continue to celebrate all of you, a congregation of beloved souls who continue to hold one another in astonishing, intimate, 
and life-giving ways, even while we are physically apart.  

Please sit in silent reflection, or raise up a 
prayer for a concern or thanks via the chat. 
Weekly additions for Celebrations and 
Concerns may be sent to Rev. Valerie H. Holly 
at valeriehholly@judson.org by 1pm  Friday. 
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THIS WEEK 
@ JUDSON  
JUSTICE. ART. 
WORSHIP.  

 
 

Sunday, September 19 
Semi-Public Event today 
**11AM JMC Virtual Sunday Service 
Video Streaming available online at 
judson.org/worship 
 

Monday, September 20 
No Public Events this day 

 

Tuesday, September 21 
No Public Events this day 

 

Wednesday, September 22   
No Public Events this day 
 

Thursday, September 23 
No Public Events this day 
3PM Judson Bible Study  
with Rev. Dr. Valerie H. Holly 
 

Friday, September 24  
No Public Events this day 
 

Saturday, September 25 
No Public Events this day 
9/11 - Day of Remembrance 
 

Sunday, September 26 
Semi-Public Event today 
**11AM JMC Virtual Sunday Service 
Video Streaming available online at 
judson.org/worship 

=================================== 

 
 
Every Morning l 
@ 9am Virtual lll 
Meditation & llll 
Prayer Circle llll 
 
 
 

=================================== 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Judsonista Lulu Fogarty’s weekly art-
making activity to supplement Judson 
Memorial Church Virtual Sunday 
School lessons. All Ages Welcome! 
judson.org/kids 

=================================== 

Black History  
is American History 
judson.org/black-
history-month-2021 
 

================================== 

Welcome To Judson! 

 
=================================== 

 

 

=================================== 

 
WE’RE BACK! 

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW 
BEYOND BABEL 

www.showclix.com/event/beyond-babel-nyc 
 

=================================== 
 

Pastoral Care: 
Rev. Micah Bucey at 
micah@judson.org 

 

Rev. Dr. Valerie H. Holly at 
valeriehholly@judson.org 

917-797-5051 
 

Wellness Resources at Judson: 
https://www.judson.org/covid 

 

To subscribe to the  
Judson Community listserv  

and stay connected throughout the 
week, email michelle@judson.org 

 

MESSAGE FROM OUR MODERATOR 
“I AM HAPPY TO HEAR FROM ANYONE 
ABOUT JUDSON! WE ARE A 
CONGREGATION-LED CHURCH, WHICH 
MEANS THAT THE CONGREGATION HAS 
THE FINAL SAY IN GOVERNANCE. THE 
BOARD MEMBERS ARE ELECTED FROM 
THE CONGREGATION, AND REPRESENT 
THE CONGREGATION, SO THEY ARE 
EAGER TO LISTEN TO EVERYONE.” 
 

KEEN BERGER (MODERATOR, ‘23) 
KEENBERGER@GMAIL.COM 
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