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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MINUTES 9-29-10  TELEMEETING 

 

MEETING CALLED BY Sean Alfortish 

TYPE OF MEETING BOD Meeting- Teleconference  

FACILITATOR  

NOTE TAKER Rachelle Mischler 

ROLL CALL-MONA 
ROMERO 

Christine Early, Keith Bourgeois, Sam David, Larry Robideaux, Billy Foreman, Gerald Romero, 
Carol Castille 

OTHER ATTENDEES Liz Roussel, Jim Gelpi, Ed Fenasci, Mona Romero   

Quorum is formed 

 
   

MOTION 

Motion to waive 10 day notice. 
 
Motion By: Christine Early 
Second By: Larry Robideaux 
Motion Passed unanimously 

FAIR GROUNDS LAWSUIT AND MOVE ON DATE                                                                      SEAN ALFORTISH  

DISCUSSION 

The board instructed Sean to do the best he could with this issue.  After review of their records and 
things of that nature (Jim Gelpi and Ronnie Dawson were present) there were a lot of legal issues 
involved. The Fair Grounds were trying to get some kind of recovery from insurance money from pari 
mutual that would have eventually made its way down to us but at the end they had a lump sum 
settlement which couldn’t be filtered out one way or the other to say if there would be definitively money 
to us or not. In an effort to compromise and allow horsemen to move on the backside, Churchill went 
through a process and said it would cost them $120 thousand dollars in order of getting something out of 
making a recommendation to release the lawsuit against them that we had. Which was really just to see 
the records (which they did allow) Churchill also agreed that they would pay $60 thousand dollars of the 
$120 in the cost to keep the backside open from October 1 st-25th. The agreement would be that HBPA 
would pay Churchill $60 thousand upfront and collect the stall rent from the applicants who wanted to 
move on to the backside starting Oct 1st. If we pay them and dismiss the lawsuit they would allow 
horsemen to move in starting Oct 1st with all privileges with the track open and Works on Saturdays. Stall 
rent would be 8.00 per horse per day from Oct 1-Oct 24th. A HBPA field director would be present to 
make sure an accurate count of horses is taken. There is a possible risk that HBPA will lose money on this 
deal if enough horses do not move on early. HBPA would still need to pay the $60 thousand. We either 
take the deal or the horsemen will not be able to move on until Oct 25 th, this includes the horsemen that 
have nowhere to go between LAD and FG. 

Motion to pay Churchill $60 thousand dollars by Friday so horsemen can move on the grounds Oct 1 st and to 
collect the stall rent from trainers upfront as they move on the grounds. 
 
Motion By: Don Hargroder 
Second By: Gerald Romero 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

Sean stated that he will not be participating in Executive session, some of the matters being discussed will pertain to him. 
He will be turning the meeting over to Larry Robideaux. 

MOTION   

Motion to enter Executive session 
 
Motion By: Christine Early 
Second By: Don Hargroder 
Motion Passed Unanimously 
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MOTION 

Motion to exit Executive Session 
 
Motion By: 
Second By: 

 

MOTION 

Motion to release emails with the provision that the government interviews the attorneys 
from Jones Walker, who advised management in this matter. 
 
Motion By: Christine Early 
Second By: Keith Bourgeois 
Gerald Romero Abstains 
Motion passed unanimously  

 

   

   

MOTION 

Motion to release ballots to Stanley Selig with the provisions of only the last 4 digits of the SS 
number are given and we assume no liability. With a Letter of Compliance written by Liz 
Roussel. If they do not agree with these terms it will come back to the board. 
 
Motion By: Christine Early 
Second By: Billy Foreman 
Motion Passed Unanimously 

 

MOTION 

Motion made to name Arthur Morrell as alternate board member due to the resignation of 
Evelyn Benoit 
 
Motion By: Don Hargroder 
Second By: Caroll Castille 
Motion Passed Unanimously  

 

 
 MIKE FAWER INVOICE ED FENASCI 

DISCUSSION 
Ed is asking for approval to pay an invoice from Mike Fawer. His last retainer exceeded $12,737.50 and is 
asking for an additional retainer of $20,000. 

Motion to approve the invoice from Mike Fawer in the amount of $32,737.50.  
 
Motion By: Christine Early 
Second By: Don Hargroder 
Sam Breaux: Opposed 
Motion Passed 8-1 

Update from P&L-----Ed Fenasci 

Update from P&L: the bookkeeper audit is due tomorrow. They will not have the audit complete, they have already talked 
to the Legislative auditor’s office and a 15 day grace period is allowed. P&L have assured me that the audit will be 
complete next week and there would be no negative repercussion regarding the one week delay. They will want to bring to 
the board when complete. 

 

 
   

MOTION TO ADJOUN 
 
Motion By; Christine Early 
Second By; Gerald Romero 
Motion passed Unanimously 

   

 
 


