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Indian-American Actress
Qurrat Ann Kadwani
Stars In One-Woman OffBroadway Show ‘They
Call Me Q’
by Subrina SinghFollow @Subrinalalala

Written and performed by Qurrat Ann
Kadwani, “They Call Me Q” is the true
epitome of a one-woman show! In June,
Kadwani made headlines in the theater
world when she became the first South
Asian woman to ever have a solo OffBroadway show.
The play tells a story of a young girl
growing up in Bronx, New York, with
traditional Indian parents, eager to fit in
with her culturally diverse peers. And it’s
evident through the 13-characters
Kadwani plays, identity is a major theme
of the play. The many characters
she transforms into have shaped her life
in some way, including her parents,
Caucasian teachers, Puerto Rican
classmates and African-American
friends. Overall, it’s a show about selfdiscovery, which speaks to the universal
search for identity experienced by
immigrants of all nationalities.
After 23 weeks of performing in New
York City, Kadwani said it is still
unbelievable.
“It’s such a crazy fact to think that I’m
the first one in 2014. But it just fills me
up with so much joy,” she said.
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As for writing the play, Kadwani admits,
it took many long nights to complete.
“It took me a couple of years to write it,
because writing character monologues
is no easy task,” she said. “I wanted to
make sure the story flowed, made sense
and that I portrayed all the characters,
regardless of their ethnic background,
in a multidimensional way. I also
wanted to portray my parents and my
culture in a respectful manner. I
wanted to have comedy and also
tragedy. It took me about five weeks to
edit, memorize and work on characters.”
The inspiration behind the play comes
from wanting to tell story, in a unique
way, Kadwani said.
“I’ve always wanted to create my own
and I began to think about what
message I wanted to put out into the
world,” she said. “I thought, oh right, I’m
an Indian girl who grew up in the
Bronx. Maybe people will resonate with
the idea of having a traditional culture in
an urban environment and how that
pushes and pulls you in a bunch of
directions.”
Kadwani wants the audience to feel a
certain way when exiting the show, and
after watching the solo-play, it did in
fact capture the evolution of a
multicultural identity from birth to
adulthood, and that truly resonated
with me and the audience.
“I hope that audiences feel we are all
connected in this vast world,” Kadwani
said. “We are not as different as we may
think across cultures, religions and
neighborhoods. In our search for
identity, we deeply impact each other.”
The play truthfully follows the main
character, Qurrat or ‘Q,’ as she searches
to find her own identity through the
clash of the culture she learns at home
to the one she encounters on the
streets of “Boogie Down Bronx.”
The way in which she captures the
reality of her parents is with such
accuracy, but it still bears no
resemblance to stereotypes.
“I have a very traditional family and
grew up in a very urban environment,”
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Kadwani said. “The combination of
those two things created a difficulty my
whole life,” Kadwani said.

It is refreshing to see more South Asian
Americans breaking grounds in the arts
and entertainment industry, and more
so, it’s encouraging to hear that
Kadwani’s parents were supportive of
her “out-of-box” line of career.
Kadwani, a theater major in college, said
her mother saw her knack for acting
first, during opening weekend in NYC, in
2012.
“She sat in the front row and she loved
it – especially when I rave about her
cooking!” Kadwani said. “My father saw
it [“They Call me Q”] four months later,
when it was produced by a non-profit
organization. He couldn’t believe I
memorized so much! They both saw it
again on opening night Off-Broadway at
St. Lukes Theater in May, and then my
father came again in July! They are really
so proud and happy to see me
represent our heritage, our community
and myself in such a positive way.”
As for the various characters Kadwani
plays throughout the one-hour show,
she portrays each one uniquely and
embodies their body languages,
mannerisms and accents.
“I thought about which experiences
stood out to me in my journey,”
Kadwani said. “Certain instances in
elementary school that depict bullying
kept coming back to me so I included it.
The feeling that my life would have been
so different had my parents decided not
to immigrate to America was strong for
me- yet I wanted to show that women in
India don’t necessarily want our lives
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here. I featured people who have
strong voices of their own and
combined them with mine.”
Even though Kadwani has the soloshow done to a tee, she claims each
show comes with a different experience.
“Every time I perform, which is over 85
times now, I realize something new
about myself, about my relationship to
others, and the values I have developed
by being an ethnic woman.”
When it comes to shedding away stage
freight, Kadwani has a unique way to
finding her inner confidence.
“I always tell myself that people want to
hear what I have to say and they’re
excited; they’re not here to judge me,”
she said. “Once I accept that, I’m able to
put on a great show and have fun!”
It is obvious, Kadwani has a pure love of
acting and hopes to continuing
pursuing her dream as an actress.
“I would love to play a superhero with
Robert Downey Jr, a seductress with
Ryan Gosling, a best friend of Susan
Sarandon, and the list goes on and on!”
she said.
For aspiring and budding actors,
Kadwani said, “treat acting like any
profession- get a degree!”
“The profession is just as hard, if not
harder, than others and it is so
important to know history, technique,
and business elements,” she said. “After
that, be prepared for rejection and be
prepared for a lot of work. But if you
truly love it and there’s nothing else you
want to do, you’ll never be unhappy!”
We want to see more of Kadwani, and
according to her, we have a strong
feeling we will.
“I’ve been experimenting with film,” she
said. “I’m also researching for my next
solo show. I continue to MC weddings,
fashion shows and special events.”

Shows are Tuesdays at 7
p.m. and Saturdays at 2
p.m. until Oct 28 at St.
Lukes Theater, at 308 West
46 St Off Broadway, in
New York City. It is also
playing every Sunday at 2
p.m. in November.
Purchase your tickets
here.
To celebrate the 100th
show party, Kadwani
invites you to join her on
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Nov. 14, visit her website
for details.
Follow
Qurrat Ann Kadwani on
Facebook, Twitter and visit
her website.

Qurrat Ann Kadwani is an actress,
producer, emcee, and philanthropist.
Ms. Kadwani was raised in the Bronx,
attended The Bronx High School of
Science and received a B.A. in Theater
from SUNY Geneseo. Ms. Kadwani’s one
woman show They Call Me Q opened
Off Broadway on May 19 and is
currently running at St. Luke’s Theatre in
the theatre district. Playing 13 ethnically
diverse characters in one hour, They
Call Me Q questions how to develop
identity within the context of a
traditional culture in an
urban environment. To date, she has
performed her solo play 100 times. She
has received the Best Actress Award at
the Variations Theatre Group: Harvest
Festival 2012 in NYC and Best Play Award
at the Maui Fringe Festival 2013. Nonprofit charity organizations have
presented her solo play as benefit
fundraisers. Colleges and universities
all over the US have invited Ms. Kadwani
to perform her solo play as part of their
multicultural programming, alongside
discussions and workshops on diversity.
She has received an award from the
United Nations World Women Global
Council, an award from the Asian Pacific
Islander Cultural Center in San
Francisco, an award from SAPNA NYC
for inspiring South Asian women to
dream and make their dreams a reality
and was the Guest Speaker for CAMP
Philly. Ms. Kadwani also helps
coordinate A Slice of Hope, spreading
hope and joy with pizza parties and
musicians at homeless shelters all over
the county. www.qkadwani.com

Comments
comments

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

Tweet 0

«

Like

53

Previous:

From the Campaign ‘Dark is Beautiful':
Model Natasha Sharma Sheds Color
Bias for Dark-Skinned Women
Next:

Shehn Datta Discusses the
Importance of Voting and Ballot
Measures

»

Related Articles

Brown Girl of the Month
Préity Üupala is MultiTalented Model/Actress of
Indian-Portuguese Descent
December 3, 2014

Top Canadian Host Zara
Durrani Looks to Take
Fashion, Style and Spirituality
to American Shores
September 4, 2014

Hear Candice Newnes
‘ROARRR’ in this ‘Lion King’
Inspired Bollywood Musicial
August 28, 2014

7 Facts You Didn’t Know
About the Actress Tiya Sircar
August 26, 2014

Telling Stories That Cross
Cultural Boundaries
March 31, 2014

Nirbhaya: The Fearless One
converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

March 28, 2014

Leave A Reply
Your email address will not be published.
Name

Email

Website

Post Comment

Notify me of follow-up comments by email.

Notify me of new posts by email.
to search type and hit enter

Sponsor

Donate & Support BG’s All-Volunteer
Staff!
Consider a monthly subscription of $5 or a
one-time donation. We appreciate it all:

This donation is not tax deductible.

Connect

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

Become A BG Insider
Email Address:

Your email address
First Name:

Your first name
Last Name:

Your last name
Birthdate:

Email address:

Your email address
Sign up

@BrownGirlMag
Follow on Instagram

Popular Articles Today
Does Feminism Mean an End
to Chivalry?

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

Book Review: 2 States - The
Story of my Marriage
Wedding Season: Dupatta
Styles
Make Up: What's Your Lipstick
Shade?
Dye-ing Culture: Color Run,
White-washing Holi Since 2012
9 Tips for Dating Independent
Desi Women

Featured Video

Follow Us On Facebook
Brown Girl Magazine
Like
9,649 people like Brown Girl Magazine.

Facebook social plugin

Subscribe to Brown Girl Magazine via
Email
Enter your email address to subscribe to us
and receive notifications of all new posts by
email.
Email Address
Subscribe

Recent Comments
Does Feminism Mean an End to Chivalry? Brown Girl Magazine on Deepika Padukone

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

Writes Open Letter Regarding Female
Objectification by Media
Does Feminism Mean an End to Chivalry? Brown Girl Magazine on Why Nobel Peace
Prize Laureate Malala Yousafzai Encouraged
me to Take the Next Big Step in Life
Does Feminism Mean an End to Chivalry? Brown Girl Magazine on 9 Tips for Dating
Independent Desi Women
browngirlmag on Up close with YouTube
Beauty Guru, Farah Dhukai
canindian on Up close with YouTube Beauty
Guru, Farah Dhukai

Copyright Brown Girl Magazine, LLC
Optimization WordPress Plugins & Solutions by W3 EDGE

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

