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Question: "What is Christian Eschatology?"
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Answer: Eschatology is the study of what the Bible says is going to happen in the end times. Many treat
Eschatology as an area of theology to be avoided. Of course, Eschatology is not as crucial as Christology or
Soteriology. That does not mean, though, that it is unimportant to a Biblical worldview. How we understand
Eschatology has an impact on how we should live our lives and what we are to expect to occur in God's plan.
Some important issues in Eschatology are these:
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What is the Rapture? The word "rapture" does not occur in the Bible. The concept of the Rapture, though, is
clearly taught in Scripture. The Rapture of the church is the event in which God removes all believers from the
earth in order to make way for His righteous judgment to be poured out on the earth during the Tribulation period.
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When is the Rapture going to occur in relation to the Tribulation? Will the Rapture occur before the Tribulation, at
the middle of the Tribulation, or at the end of the Tribulation?
What is the Second Coming and why is it important? Why is it so important for Jesus Christ to return? When is
Christ going to return? What will be the signs of Christ's return?
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Is the millennium literal or figurative? The fulfillment of many of God’s covenants and promises rest on a literal,
physical, future kingdom. There is no solid basis to deny of literal understanding of the Millennial Kingdom and its
duration being 1000 years.
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Will the generation that saw Israel reformed as a nation still be alive for the Second Coming? It is not Scriptural
to teach that the generation that sees Israel become a nation will also see the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.
This may be the case, but Scripture does not specifically say so.
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The Bible describes a terrible period of tribulation in Revelation chapters 618. Will this Tribulation be preceded
by the Rapture, will it conclude with the Rapture, or has it in fact already occurred? These different perspectives
have a great impact on what we should be preparing ourselves for. Eschatology helps us to understand the
Bible's prophetic passages and how to live our lives in response to what God is going to do in the end times.
There is a great deal of controversy in Eschatology, but that does not relieve us of our responsibility to study and
understand what the Bible teaches about the end times. An understanding of Eschatology will eliminate many of
the fears we have about the future. Our God is sovereign, He has a plan, and it will all unfold according to His
perfect will and timing. This is a great encouragement to those who are in Christ!
A key verse on Eschatology is Titus 2:13: "we wait for the blessed hope  the glorious appearing of our great God
and Savior, Jesus Christ."
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Recommended Resources: Understanding End Times Prophecy by Paul Benware and Logos Bible Software.

Related Topics:
Theology Proper / Paterology  the study of God the Father.
Christology  the study of the Person and work of Jesus Christ.
Pneumatology  the study of the Person and work of the Holy Spirit.
Bibliology  the study of the Bible.
Soteriology  the study of salvation through Jesus Christ.
Christian Anthropology  the study of the nature of humanity.
Hamartiology  the study of the nature and effects of sin.
Angelology  the study of angels.
Christian Demonology  the study of demons.
Ecclesiology  the study of the nature and mission of the church.
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Verse of the Week
For those whom He
foreknew He also
predestined to be
conformed to the image of
His Son, in order that He
might be the firstborn
among many brothers.
Romans 8:29
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