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The Jews had light and gladness and joy and honor - light is Torah (Gemara Megilah,
page 16b)

I praise HaShem with all my heart in the assembled congregation of the upright. I
proudly present a special commentary on Megilah Esther, crafted by the diligent students
of Yeshivat Torat Emet. Drawing insights from various sources, including the Talmud and
their own reflections, with the help of HaShem. As their teacher, I am honored by their
dedication and humbled by the knowledge they impart to me, echoing the wisdom of the
Gemara in Makot, page 9: “In >Pn7ma omn 2N P2 "M NTAY M0 7297 220 R
121377,” “A lot of Torah I learned from my teachers and my peers, but from my students I
learned more than anyone else.” I am confident that their hard work will lead them to
become esteemed Talmidei Chachamim and Poskei Halacha.

I additionally want to take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt gratitude to our
esteemed congregation Etz Ahaim for embodying a space dedicated to Torah study and
prayer, characterized by profound reverence for the Torah and its learners. As we
approach the joyous occasion of Purim, I wholeheartedly wish each and every one of you
a joyous Purim Sameach filled with meaning and significance. May this book serve as a
valuable resource, enhancing your comprehension of the Megillah and enriching your
Purim experience. I want thank especially those who consistently participate in our
classes and learn together with us, and makes this Beit Knesset a place of Torah.

Please HaShem, grant peace and security to Your faithful nation Israel, who despite
thousands of years of exile and being surrounded with terrible enemies that seek to
annihilate them, they still learn Your Torah, and fulfill your Mitzvot. Please HaShem,
protect our soldiers that are fighting in Gaza at this very moment, and bring back the
hostages safely to their homes and families. Just as You, HaShem, performed wonders
and miracles in those days of Purim, so too You should perform miracles for us in our
days together with the coming of Mashiach, Amen.

Rabbi Eliyahu Tal
Purim 5784
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Introduction

The Reason for Am Yisrael’s harsh decree in the days of Purim

The Gemara (Megilah 12a) explains the reason that Am Yisrael deserved such a harsh
decree from heaven. The students of Rabi Shimon Ben Yochai asked him, “Why were the
Jews of that generation deserving of annihilation?” The Midrash explains that this decree
was so final, it was sealed in cement, and only through HaShem’s mercy was the decree
torn. Rabi Shimon Bar Yochai, their teacher, asked them what they thought the cause
was. They responded that because the Jews in that generation had taken pleasure from the
feast of the wicked Achashverosh, they were decreed this punishment from heaven.

Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai questioned them that if this was the case, then only those in
Shushan should be killed, but not all the Jews throughout the world. His students then
asked that he should give his answer. He answered that because they had bowed down to
idols in the times of Nevuchadnetzar they were punished. His students challenged his
answer, asking him how they could have merited the miracle that occurred to them in
their generation, as they should have been punished. Rabi Shimon Bar Yochai clarified
that the Jews in that generation only served Avodah Zarah outwardly out of fear of being
killed, and they really didn’t mean anything by it.

HaShem was not so stringent with their punishment. Thus, HaShem too, only made this
decree outwardly in order to warn Am Yisrael and get them to do Teshuva so that they
should merit the miracle (The Tosfot in Masechet Avodah Zarah proves from the words
of the Gemara here that there was no actual prohibition of serving idols in this case, since
they didn’t serve an actual idol, but rather a monument for the king. However, if this was
actual idol worship, then they would have been obligated to give up their lives on
Kiddush HaShem, rather than serve the idol, even just out of fear. If they had actually
served real idols, then they would be liable for death. The book Hafla’ah questioned this,
as it is explained in Masechet Sanhedrin that one who serves idols out of fear is not liable
for death.

Yeshivat Torat Emet falah @ambiaBamilval
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Why don’t we celebrate Purim as a Yom Tov?

Esther HaMalkah requested from the Chachamim to establish Purim as a Yom Tov in
which Melachah would be forbidden, but the Chachamim didn’t agree for two reasons: 1.
The rest of the nations would become jealous and have hard feelings for the Jewish
people as they would think that we are celebrating their downfall. 2. We were still under
Achashverosh’s ruling, so it wasn’t a full redemption.

The Chachamim felt it would be too much to establish it as a Yom Tov, instead the
Chachamim established it as a day of Mishteh VeSimchah, a day of feast and joy. This is
why in the Megilah it first says that it’s a “Yom Tov" and then it says “Mishte
VeSimchah.”

The Maharsha explains that this is why Esther sent a second letter, in order to further
convince the Chachamim into establishing it as a Yom Tov. She included in her letter the
words, “Divrei Shalom VeEmet”, “Words of peace and truth” meaning to say that it
would not cause any jealousy amongst the other nations, and it would be a peaceful
celebration. She included the word “truth” because it is the truth that we have to celebrate
HaShem’s miracles and publicize them.

In response to the Chachamim, Esther explained that there is no use of hiding this from
them as the Purim story is already written in the books of Paras and Madai, and that they
are already aware of what happened.

We might ask why the Chachamim were not concerned about the jealousy of the other
nations when they established a full eight days of Chanukah. The answer is that because
everyone knew that the main miracle was related to the oil that lasted eight days and there
would be no reason to be jealous.

Esther HaMalka also sent another letter to the Sages in Eretz Yisrael requesting that
Megilat Esther should be included in the Tanach. She had to send it to the Sages
specifically in Eretz Yisrael because Nevuah is only ever written in Eretz Yisrael. This is
also hinted to in the Megilah itself, as it says, “79077 o¥ 2n3,” “write with the book,” as a
part of the Tanach.

Yeshivat Torat Emet falah @ambiaBamilval
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Megilat Esther was written through Ruach HaKodesh

The Gemara brings many different sources from different rabbis where we can prove
that Megilat Esther was written through Ruach HaKodesh. Rabi Eliezer says it can be
proven from where it says in the Megilah, “And Haman said in his heart,” which only
could be known to the authors through Ruach HaKodesh. Rabi Akiva proves it from the
Pasuk that says that Esther had grace in the eyes of all who saw her, which could not have
been known to them if it weren’t for Ruach HaKodesh. Rabi Meir proves it from the fact
that Mordechai knew about Bigtan and Teresh’s plan to kill the king, which must have
been shown to him through Ruach HaKodesh.

We might ask, how does this prove that the Megilah itself was written through Ruach
HaKodesh. It could be that Mordechai himself had Ruach HaKodesh, but it doesn’t mean
that Megilat Esther was written through Ruach HaKodesh. We can simply answer that if
he was able to see so many things through Ruach HaKodesh, it’s inferred that the
Megilah itself was also written by Ruach HaKodesh.

Rabi Yosi proves that the Megilah was written by Ruach HaKodesh from the fact that
the Megilah says that all the Jews, even those very far away, didn’t take the non-Jews
loot. Shmuel adds that if he were there, he would give a proof better than all of them.
Shmuel brings proof from the words “122°m1 ¥°p,” “They fulfilled and accepted [upon
themselves].” He explains that the establishment of reading the Megilah that they
accepted in the lower Beit Din was fulfilled by the upper Beit Din of Shamayim. How
would the writers of the Megilah know this other than Ruach HaKodesh?

The Gemara says that for each of the proofs there is a way to reject them, except for
Shmuel’s. For the proof that the Megilah says that Haman said in his heart, we can say
that it was simply that through logic they figured this out. When Achashverosh asked him
how he should honor someone he feels deserving of such, who would he think is more
important to the king other than him? Thus, he probably thought that Achashverosh was
referring to him. Rabi Akiva’s proof can also be disproved this same way, as the writers
simply saw that the people who saw Esther claimed that she had come from their country.
They simply inferred that they were doing so because she had grace in all their eyes and
wanted to take credit for her. Rabi Meir’s proof can be rejected from what Rabi Chiyah
Bar Abba said, that Bigtan and Teresh were Tarshim and spoke their plans in their native
tongue— Turshit. They thought others would not understand, but Mordechai, who was
part of the Sanhedrin who all knew 70 languages, understood their plans, and thus, the
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thing was known to him. Rabi Yosef Ben Durmaskit’s proof can easily be disproved by
simply saying that they sent messengers to tell them that the Jews didn’t take any loot.
There are also two other opinions where we can learn that the Megilah was written by
Ruach HaKodesh. Rav Yosef says that we learn it from the Pasuk in the Megilah that
says, “These days of Purim will never pass from amongst the Jews.” How would the
writers of the Megilah know this? Rav Nachman Bar Yitzchak similarly proves this from
the Pasuk right after, “And its memory will not be removed from their descendants.”
Rashi explains that “it's memory” refers to Kriyat HaMegilah. There is no way that the
writer of the Megilah would know what the future generations would do? Tosafot
explains that Rav Nachman doesn't agree with Rav Yosef because the Pasuk that he
explains from only refers to the Jews in that generation and does not prove that they had
Ruach Hakodesh.

The Mitzvot of Purim

There are three main Mitzvot on Purim. We publicly read the Megilah, give Matanot
LaEvyonim (gifts to the poor), and Mischloach Manot (food to others). The Gemara says
that we learn from the wording of the Pasuk in the Megilah referring to this Mitzvah that
the obligation for Mishloach Manot is two food items given to one person. It says in the
Pasuk, “Manot” in the plural form, but “to his fellow” in the singular. The Gemara also
learns from the Pasuk that Matanot LaEvyonim is one gift to two people, as it says “gifts”
in plural and “poor people” also in plural.

The Gemara brings a funny story about Mishloach Manot that happened in their times.
Raba asked his student Abaye to bring to Mari Bar Mor a sack full of dates and a cup full
of sweet roasted wheat for Mishloach Manot. Abaye told Raba that when Mari will
receive these he will say, “Even though the villager became a king, he did not take off the
basket he is used to walking with to feed his animal.” Abaye meant that even though
Raba was made the Rosh Yeshiva in Pumbdita, he still only sends Mari simple food that
everyone has. Mari sent in return with Abaye to Raba a sack full of a spice called
Zangavil and a cup full of long spicy peppers. Abaye told Mari, “My Rabbi, Raba, will
say when he receives this that I sent to him sweet things and he sent me spicy things.”
Abaye also retells that when he left Raba’s house to bring Mari his Mishloach Manot, he
was fully satisfied, as when he arrived at Rabah’s house, they brought before him 60
bowls of 60 different dishes. Abaye had a piece from each dish, and when he tasted the
last dish, which was called “Tzli Kedar,” he wanted to eat the bowl afterwards. Maharsa
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explains that Abaye was saying this in a joking way, as the bowl itself was really made
from food, like many artists make different images with sugar.

How could someone be hungry and satisfied at the same time? Answer: The Gemara here
says that just like a poor person is hungry but doesn’t know because he got used to being
hungry, Abaye also had room in his stomach for sweet food despite being satisfied. This
is the Talmudic source for the common phrase, “There’s always room for dessert.”

The Gemara adds that Abaye Bar Avin and Rabi Chanina Bar Avin would swap meals,
meaning that one would eat at one person’s place the first year, and the next year they
would switch. We could ask: What is the Gemara trying to teach us here? They don’t
fulfill their obligation to give Mishloach Manot through this, and if we say that they gave
each other Mishloach Manot besides this, then what is the Gemara teaching us? One
answer Rabbi Tal Shlit’a gave to this is that really the Gemara is not talking about
Mishloach Manot, but rather the real teaching here is that one should not eat his Purim
meal alone, as we should increase love between each other and do so by eating together.
One of the reasons we give Mishloach Manot is to increase love, so what better way then
to go even further and eat together. Later we saw that it is written in the book Anshei
Shem on the Rif. In the Gemara, we learn the famous obligation of “Ad DeLo Yada.”
Rava says that one is obligated to get drunk to the point that he cannot distinguish
between “cursed is Haman" and “blessed is Mordechai.”

There are many explanations as to what this really means. One answer that the Ran says
is that when we say “cursed is Haman " and “blessed is Mordechai” after the reading of
the Megilah, he should get so drunk that he won’t understand what he’s saying. The
Rashash says similarly that in their times, there was a common song that started with
“cursed is Haman and blessed is Mordechai,” so he should get so drunk that he won’t be
able to sing the whole song without a mistake.

Rabbi Tal Shlit”a gives two answers. First, that he should get drunk to the point where
he can’t differentiate between a full Tzadik (righteous person) and a full Rasha (wicked
person). He might start rationalizing that Haman really didn’t mean wrong or he didn’t
have such bad intentions, and that Mordechai didn’t really have the best of intentions.
Second, there is a concept that if someone is bitter, he should drink wine to sweeten him.
Additionally, wine is also drunk to become happy or to celebrate a joyous occasion. So,
the Gemara is saying that one should drink until he can’t differentiate whether he is
drinking because “cursed his Haman,” meaning that he is drinking to lighten his
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bitterness, or he is drinking because “blessed is Mordechai,” meaning that he is drinking
to increase his joy. Rashi comments on this Gemara that he should get drunk with wine.

We might ask, why specifically wine? There are many answers we can give. First, there
are many Mitzvot done over wine, like kiddush, Sheva Berachot, Brit Milah, and others.
Second, wine usually comes in a meal, so together with the Purim Seudah he should
drink wine. Third, wine specifically makes people happy, as the Pasuk says, “Yayin
Yismach Levav Enosh,” “Wine gladdens the heart of man.” Another answer is that there
is a concept from the Gemara that when one drinks wine, secrets are revealed. Thus, if
one 1s a Talmud Chacham, he will be able to give over many secrets of Torah. Another
answer is that Esther initially wanted Purim to be a Yom Tov, but this was rejected by the
Sages. On a Yom Tov, we drink wine for kiddush, so to, this it is appropriate to drink
wine specifically on Purim to respect Esther’s request.

The Gemara brings a very funny story. Rabah and Rabi Zeira ate their Purim Seudah
together, and became drunk to the point that Rabah got up and shechted Rabi Zeirah. The
next day, once sobered up, Rabah asked for mercy from HaShem that Rabi Zeirah should
be revived, and he was. The following year, Rabah asked Rabi Zeirah if he would like to
eat Seudat Purim with him again. He responded that not every time there is a miracle, so I
am concerned that you will shecht me again and I won’t be miraculously revived again.
The Ba’al HaMaor writes that from this story we see that this obligation of getting drunk
was really nullified because of this story, but the Pri Chadash disagrees with this from the
fact that the Gemara says that Rabah reinvited him.

Rava says that if one eats his Purim Seudah in the night, he does not fulfill his
obligation, as it says in the Megilah, “Yemei Mishte VeSimcha,” “Days of Celebration
and Hapiness.”

Where do we learn that once somebody has learned something 40 times, it is as if he
has it in his pocket? The answer is from the following story from the Gemara.

The Gemara says that Rav Ashi sat before Rav Kahana on the day of Purim. Time passed
and it became late and the students had still not arrived to the study hall. Rav Kahana
asked Rav Ashi why the student still hadn't arrived. He responded that they are busy with
having their Purim Seudah. Rav Kahana questioned why they couldn’t do it the night
before.

Yeshivat Torat Emet falah @ambiaBamilval
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Nullifying Torah Study for the sake of Reading the Megilah

The Halacha is that one who is learning Torah and the time comes to read the Megilah,
he needs to stop his learning and fulfill his obligation and read the Megilah (see Halacha
section). We might ask, is it really even considered stopping your learning of Torah, as
Megilah is learning as well. One answer is that the fact that you stop the topic you were
learning and shift to another causes someone to interrupt his learning. Second, if one can
learn Gemara, and he learns Chumash instead, it is considered Bitul Torah, because they
are at different levels. Learning scriptures is very important, but Gemara is deeper, so
stopping to learn Megilah could be Bitul Torah. Nevertheless, we say he must. Another
answer is that when someone has a set learning that he does every day, it is more
important, and yet he still should go listen to the reading. Also, one who is learning will
have to go out to the place where they are reading, and it could take some time to get
there and will be Bitul Torah. Still, he must go.
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The Reading of the Megilah

Before Arvit, we say “Lamnatzeach Al Ayelet HaShachar,” followed by Arvit in
which we say Al HaNissim. This year, when Purim falls on Motzei Shabbat, after
Amidah, we say Yehi Shem and Half Kaddish, and we then start Shuvah HaShem,

up until Va’Arehu BiYeshuati. Some say that we need to recite Borei Meorei
HaEsh at this point, but we hold that one should only do so together with the rest of
Havdalah after the reading of the Megilah (see Teshuva on page 106).

Some people have the custom of reciting this prayer just prior to reciting Megilat
Esther, both at night and in the day. It was composed by HaRav Yosef Chaim and
first published in his Lashon HaChaim.

/N'NV17'NTA MDY RID 2 RYTR TN DYY
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1I"7¥ DIFN2 AYIY NX [FNY7 ,A2 NI Niyad 72
oyl | 'nfARDIA [ DY YT n DN nivy?
02T dgynt 1279 NNid 17T Ay 127y 127078 TN
1N22i2:

Before beginning Megilat Esther, the cantor should remind the congregation that
when he recites the blessings preceding the Megilah, they should have in mind to
fulfill their obligation. He should assure them that he is reciting the blessings on
their behalf. Also, he should instruct the congregation to pay strict attention to
every word of Megilat Esther as he chants it, for if someone misses even one word
of the Megilah he will not have fulfilled the mitzvah and he will need to listen to it
a second time. Therefore, everyone must keep control over his children and make
sure that they do not make noise during the reciting of the Megilah (Siman 690:6
and 689:13)
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Before the nighttime reciting, the cantor recites the blessing of shehecheyanu after
the first two blessings, on behalf of himself and the entire congregation. Everyone
should have in mind that this blessing comes to thank God for giving us the
opportunity to fulfill all the Mitzvot of Purim, including that of eating the Purim
feast, giving Mishloach Manot and giving Matanot LaEvyonim. (Siman 690:7)

1'"1 -IJ'-‘J"R_{ ' AN 172 :22aya 1 02N 0'TI900 Ann?
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It is forbidden to speak during the reciting of Megilat Esther. (Siman 690:22 and
46)
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We wait until everyone has rolled their Megilah scrolls, and we then recite this blessing:
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We then continue with Atah Kadosh:
(On Motzaei Shabbat, we start with Vayehi Noam)
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Here we say Kaddish Titkabal, Shir HaMa’alot, Kaddish Yehe Shlema, and Aleinu
Leshabeach (and this year, we also make Havdalah after Aleinu Leshabeach).
(Chazon Ovadia Purim)
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Commentary on Megilat Esther

Perek 1

1. wywnR - Achashverosh. The Gemara (Megilah 11a) gives many explanations for
Achashverosh’s name. Rav says that it means “Achiv Shel Rosh - wx1 %W 1nx,” “The
brother of the Head.” “Head” refers to Nevuchadnetzar, as Achashverosh was very
similar to him in his ways, like brothers are similar to each other. Nevuchadnetzar killed
many from Am Yisrael, and Achashverosh ordered to kill Am Yisrael. Nevuchadnetzar
destroyed the Beit HaMikdash, and Achashverosh ordered the destruction of the base of
the second one. Shmuel says that the faces of Am Yisrael blackened from Achashverosh’s
decrees, like the bottom of a pot that becomes black from the fire underneath it (from the
Hebrew words “Shachor Esh - wX 71mw”). Rabi Yochanan says that he was called such
because anyone that was reminded of him would say, “Ach” to his head because he was
so pained with his memory. (The Gemara says “Amar Ach LeRosho - 1WwX17 X 9nX,” and
Mahrsha interprets this differently. He says that whoever would be reminded of
Achashverosh would curse him that he should have suffering and pain to his head). Rabi
Chanina says that everyone became poor during his reign due to his heavy taxing.
Mahrsha explains that people would yell “Ach” in grief because they were poor, “Rashin
- 7w1,” and thus he was called Achashverosh.

WYMNMRWIR RV - ... ke is the Achashverosh. The Gemara (ibid.) explains that the reason the
verse says redundantly “He is Achashverosh” is to teach that Achashverosh was wicked
from his beginning to his end. Achashverosh was wicked in the beginning when he didn’t
allow Am Yisrael build the Beit HaMikdash, and in the end with the story with Haman
(Maharsha on the Gemara).

T2 - ...who reigned. The Gemara (ibid.) explains from the word “Molech” (reigned)
that Achashverosh came to reign by himself, and he was not from the royal family. Some
say that it was a praiseworthy achievement, and that there was no one else that was fitting
to rule other than him, while others say it was degradative, and he wasn’t really fitting,
but gave more money to become king.

w2 T AR - ...from Hodu to Cush. There is a dispute in the Gemara (ibid.) what the

meaning of what the true meaning of this is. One opinion is that Hodu was at one end of
the world, and Cush was at the other, and thus he ruled the entire world. The second
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opinion is that Hodu and Cush were right next to each other, and just as he ruled over
Hodu and Kush, Achashverosh also ruled over the rest of the world. Because the world is
round like a ball, two cities next to each other can be reached from across the entire world
in one direction, and very closely in the opposite direction. So, the argument wasn’t about
the reality of where the cities were, but rather which direction the verse refers to (The
Riaf on the Ayin Yaakov).

TI9TR RMY DWW VAW - ...aq hundred and twenty-seven provinces. The verse here first
starts with the smallest number of seven and leads up to the bigger one of a hundred in a
backwards way, instead of simply starting with the bigger number and going down, like
normal. The Gemara (ibid.) explains that this change is to teach us that first
Achashverosh ruled over seven countries, then he ruled over another twenty, and then
another hundred. The Siftei Chachamim says in the name of the Arizal that a hundred of
the countries Achashverosh ruled over were on land, and twenty seven were islands, as is
hinted in the verse (see 10:1) “And the king Achashverosh placed a tax upon the land and
the islands of the sea.” The word for tax in Hebrew (Mas - on) has the numerical value of
a hundred, referring to the hundred countries of the land, and the numerical value of “and
[the] islands™ (>°X1) is 27, referring to the 27 countries on islands.

2. 1o RoD By wIMRAR Tonn nawd - ...when King Achashverosh sat on his royal
throne. This seemingly means to say that it took place at the beginning of his reign, but
the verse afterwards, however, says that it was in the third year of his reign, contradicting
this verse. The Gemara (Megilah 11b) answers that really, when it says that he sat on his
throne, it really is referring to the fact that his worries were settled. Beforehand,
Achashverosh was concerned that with the coming of Yirmiyahu’s prophecy, he would
lose his kingship. Yirmiyahu prophesied that in 70 years the Beit HaMikdash would be
rebuilt. There were many calculations that different kings who ruled over Am Yisrael
made for when the Beit HaMikdash would be rebuilt after the first one was destroyed.
Nevuchadnetzar reigned for 45 years and then his son Merodach reigned for another 23.
After his reign, Balshatzar, Nevuchadnetzar’s other son, took reign. After two years,
Balshatzar had a very difficult war against Paras and Madai. This concerned him as
according to his calculation, it was nearing the end of the 70 years. Then, on the very day
that the 70 years were complete, Balshatzar was actually victorious over his enemies.
Therefore, he thought to himself that it is probably a false prophecy and HaShem forgot
about Bnei Yisrael, and decided to make a party to celebrate. At the party, he was
miraculously killed, as he had miscalculated the 70 years. Balashatzar had calculated
from the timing of Bavel’s rule. Achashverosh calculated that really it’s 70 years from the
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start of the exile in Bavel. According to his calculation, after the first two years of his
rule, the time would already be up, and nothing had happened, so he was put to ease. This
is why the verse says that he sat on his throne. He also made a big feast to celebrate like
Balthazar, and due to this, his wife Vashti died, because he also made a mistake. The true
calculation was 70 years after Tzidkiyahu’s exile, which is when the Beit HaMikdash was
destroyed. Even then, it happened two years later, as some two year periods were
considered one.

3. 2onn95n ST B8 YN - ...the army of Persia and Media, the nobles. 1t says in this
verse that Achashverosh made a feast for the army of Persia and Media and the nobles, in
which it seems that Media’s army was made up of nobles. However, later on, it says,
“...to the kings of Media and Persia,” which implies that the army of Media was made up
of kings, contradicting the previous verse. The Gemara (Megilah 12a) answers that the
Persians and Medians made a condition that if the other would send their king, then they
would send their nobles, and vice versa. Therefore, the first verse refers to when the
Persians sent their king and the Medians sent their nobles, and the later verse was when
the Medians sent their king and the Persians sent their nobles.

4. 12173 NARDN P NN - ...and the honor of his splendrous majesty. The Gemara (ibid.)
learns from the word “splendrous” (Tiferet) that Achashverosh wore the official garments
of the High Priest, as it says regarding the priestly garments in the Torah “for respect and
splendor,” “LeChavod U’LeTifaret - nIxon% 7125%.” He did so in order to show that the
Jewish people would remain under his rule, as he made this party specifically to celebrate
the prophecy of Yeshayahu that we discussed earlier (note on 1:2) had not been fulfilled
(Siftei Chachamim on the Gemara).

5. m0am s 2ORERIT apn 9o Tonn awY - .. .the king made... ... for all the people who
were present in Shushan the capital. There is a dispute in the Gemara (ibid.) whether
Achashverosh was wise to make a celebration for the farther countries before making one
for those in the capital, or he was foolish for doing so. The opinion that he was smart
holds that it is wiser to make a feast for those farther away, as those in his own capital
city are near him, and whenever he wishes he is able to appease them. According to the
opinion that he was foolish, he should have first made the feast for those in his capital
and pleased them, because if the farther nations would rebel against him, those in his city
would stand by his side. The Maharsha explains from the Targum that in the beginning,
the farther countries had actually rebelled against him, and he had battled them and
conquered them. He made a party for them in order to find favor in their eyes after
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conquering them. Thus, the argument here is whether he should have appeased the farther
countries first, or his own capital.

T9% N9 NIX 3N - the courtyard of the garden of the king s palace. This verse mentions
three different places (the courtyard, the garden, and the king’s palace) but does not
explain in which it specifically took place. There is a dispute in the Gemara (ibid.) as to
what this verse really means. One opinion is that each place was designated for a certain
sect of importance. Those who were of the level of the courtyard went there, and those
who were at the level of the garden went there, etc. The second opinion is that everyone
initially sat in the courtyard, but if there was not enough room there, they sat in the
garden. If there was still a surplus of people, they were led to the king’s palace. The last
opinion is that Achashverosh hosted his party in the courtyard for everyone, and it had
two entrances. One was from the garden, and the other from the king’s palace. The Ben
Ish Chai explains in his book Ben Yehoyida that he did so in order that one who leaves
the meal can walk around a bit in the garden or in the palace. He explains further in his
book Benayahu that Achashverosh did so in order that the women would be forced to
pass through the courtyard where the men were eating in order to leave to chat in the
garden, and it would lead to immorality.

6. " - [hangings of] white. The Gemara (ibid.) gives two explanaitons for the word
“Chur - 791.” One explanation is that it was a special asthetic fabric made with many
holes (Chor - 7317) in it. Rashi explains that these were the sheets on the couches at the
party, but the Aruch explains that these were curtains which separated the attendants, and
it had holes so that they could see each other. The other opinion is that it was white, clean
wool (from the word Chiver - 7717) used as sheets for the couches. The Alshich holds that
all of the listed fabrics in this verse were hung over those at the meal, as it took place
outside and had no ceiling.

©895 - fine cotton. The Gemara (ibid.) explains that these were pillows made of cotton
(“Karim Shel Pasim - 0°05 5w 0°15”") used for reclining.

ne2Y 2 MR - the couches of gold and silver. There is a dispute in the Gemara (ibid.)
exactly how these couches were. One opinion is that those who were of lesser importance
were given silver couches to recline, and those of higher rank would be given gold
couches. The other opinion challenges this, as this would bring jealousy during the meal.
We see from the fact that Achasverosh wanted to do according each man’s will (1:8) that
he obviously wouldn’t want to bring any jealously between those coming to the feast.
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Instead, this opinion holds that all the couches were made of both materials, with the
main part of the couch made of silver, and the legs of the couch made of gold (According
to the opinion we mentioned earlier in verse 5 that people were split into different places
based off their importance, there was no concern they would be jealous because they
were separated and were unable to see each other).

NINSY 7Y W W2 NEX1 YY - ...on a pavement of variegated marble. The Gemara (ibid.)
explains the word “Bahat - v772” that these were precious stones that their owners would
only find them through much search and foraging (SheMitchotet Al Baaleihen - nowinnnaw
1Hva 9Y), and an exorbitant amount of money. There are also a few opinions in the
Gemara what “Dar VeSocharet” means. One opinion explains that there were decorative
patterns of lines (Darei Darei - 37 °77) and circles (Sachor Sachor - 7110 71170) formed on
the floor by gems. The second explanation is that it is a special stone found by the cities
near the seaside, and it is called “Darah.” Achashverosh placed this stone in the middle of
the place where the feast was, and it lit up the room for everyone. Rashi explains that this
is why the verse says “Socharet.” This word comes from the word “Sihara,” which means
the moon. Just like the moon lights up the night, so to this stone lit up the feast. The final
opinion is that Achashverosh exempted all merchants from customs tax (Kara Dror
LeChol Baalei S’chorah - 7710 292 3% 7177 X7p) in order to find favor amongst those of
his kingdom.

7. 2o @o%om @Y 2T 95 - golden vessels —— vessels of diverse form. The
Gemara (ibid.) questions the word choice of this verse. When the verse talks about
the diverse vessels, it uses the word “Shonim”™ (2°1w) for diverse, when it really
should have used the word, “Meshunim” (2°17wn). The Gemara answers that this
difference comes to teach you that when Achashverosh took out the vessels of the
Beit HaMikdash and used them, there was a voice from heaven. This voice said to
them that Balshatzar and his group, who first took the vessels from the Beit
HaMikdashed and used them, were removed from the world because of what they
had did. Now, you are repeating (Shonim - 21w from a language of returning) this
same mistake. A second way of interpreting this verse is that there were vessels for
food, and additionally there were vessels of music and instruments. Thus, the verse
says that there were different types of vessels, those for food and those for music.
This is hinted to by the word “Shonim - 2°17w,” which with the Kollel (adding one)
has the numerical value of, “Al Klei Zemer - a1 °23 %v,” which means “on
instruments” (Chazon Ovadiah, page 267).
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8. n> AWM - And the drinking was according to the law. The Gemara (ibid.)
explains that “according to the law” actually means according to Torah law. This
doesn’t mean that this feast was permitted by the Torah, or that it was right in any
way. Rather, just as when it comes to the sacrifices ordained by the Torah we
increase actual food more than wine (as we see that with a sacrifice of a cow and
30 Isarons of fine flour, we only offer half a Hin of wine), so to in Achashverosh’s
meal there was more food than wine. Achashverosh did so because he had
mistakenly thought that Belshatzar was not punished because of his mistreatement
of the holy vessels of the Beit HaMikdash (see previous notes), but rather because
he made the people become too drunk at his feast (Mahrsha on the Gemara).

BIR PN - ...there was no coercion. The Gemara (ibid.) explains that teaches us that
each person was given wine from his own country that he was used to so that he
shouldn’t get drunk, and he only drank as much as he would like. The Maharsha
explains that we can’t explain this at face value, because we just explained that
Achashverosh didn’t want them to get drunk and were given more food then wine
(see previous note), so of course they weren’t forced. Thus, we have to explain that
they were given the wine they were used to and felt comfortable..

WIRY VIR PXD nwyY - .. .fo do according to each man's pleasure. The Gemara
(ibid.) explains that the meaning here is really that it was done according to the will
of Mordechai and Haman (from the words “Ish Velsh - v X1 w°X” which literally
mean “man and man”). Mordechai wished for Achashverosh to serve kosher food
for the Jews, and Haman wanted non-kosher food for the non-Jews, so
Achashverosh served both. We see that Mordechai is called “Ish” from the verse
later on (2:5) which says, “There was a Jewish man (“Ish - w°X”) in Shushan the
capital, and his name was Mordechai.” We also see that Haman is called “Ish”
from the verse later on (7:6) “A man (“Ish - ¥°X”) who is an adversary and an
enemy! This wicked Haman!”

9. nm5»m noa ... anwY 790 nwn as - Queen Vashti also made a feast... in

the royal house. The Gemara (ibid.) explains that Vashti didn’t make it in a
seperate place for the women only, and specifically held it in the palace where the
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men were sitting. Both she and Achashverosh planned it to be like this for the sake
of immoral acts.

10. 3952 9% 2% 230 “pawst ava - On the seventh day, when the heart of the king
was merry with wine. The Gemara (Megilah 12b) questions this verse why
specifically on the seventh day was he so joyous. Was the king not already merry
after seven days? The answer there is that we mention the seventh day in order to
differentiate Jews from the other nations, as on the seventh day of Shabbat, we eat
and drink and say words of Torah, but when the nations eat and drink, they speak
of vile, inappropriate things. The Gemara further explains there that during the
party, Achashverosh and the other people there discussed which country had the
most beautiful women. One said that the Midianite women are most beautiful, and
the other said that Persian women were most beautiful. Achashverosh responded to
them that the “vessel he used,” referring to his own wife, was not Midianite nor
Persian, but was Babylonian. He asked them if they would like to see her, and they
replied yes, but on one condition. Many times, makeup, jewelry, and clothes affect
a person’s beauty, so they made a condition that she shouldn’t have any extra
accessories. The Gemara literally says that they asked that she should be “naked.”
There are two opinions on what this means. One says that the Gemara means to say
that they wanted her not to have any extra things to increase her beauty, as
Achashverosh couldn’t have been that foolish to ask her to come literally naked.
The other opinion is that they really did ask her to come naked. The Gemara says
that this was HaShem’s measure for measure punishment for Vashti, as she asked
her Jewish maidservants to take off their clothes and work on Shabbat. So
Achashverosh asked her to come naked and killed her. This is also hinted in the
Megilah as it says, “The king Achashverosh remembered Vashti and what she had
done.” Why does the verse say superfluously “what she had done” instead of
simply saying that he remembered Vashti? The answer is that this refers to how she
treated the Jewish women and how it was done to her in return as punishment. The
Maharsha explains that we can’t say that “what she had done” is referring to her
refusal to come before the king, as this was a refusal to do something, and not an
active action, thus we have to say that this refers to what she did to the Jewish
women. The Gemara questions why Vashti refused to come to the king, as she was
very immoral and did not care about modesty. The Gemara answers that we have to
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say that she developed Tsaraat (leprosy) and thus did not want to come.
Additionally, the angel Gavriel made her grow a tail, and was even further
embarrassed to come. The Gemara further explains that Achashverosh was so upset
with her refusal because she sent a messenger to tell Achashverosh that he was a
horse carer for her father Balshatzar, and that Balshatzar could drink the amount of
wine that a thousand people drank and not get drunk, but Achashverosh got drunk
only from drinking a little. Thus, Achashverosh got very angry at her.

13. 200y Sp7° 2vnsnh T9nm AR - Then the king spoke to the wise men, those who
knew the times. The Gemara (ibid.) explains that the wise were the rabbis of the
time, and “those who know the times” refers to those who knew when to extend the
year for a leap year and to set the months. Achashverosh asked these sages to judge
what to do with Vashti after what she had done. The sages were concerned to
answer, as if they would respond to kill her, then Achashverosh will remember
Vashti when he becomes sober and will get upset with us, and if we judge to leave
her alone, Achashverosh will say that we are disgracing his kingship. So, they told
Achashverosh that after they have been exiled from their land, they cannot judge,
and that he should seek judgment from Amon and Madai, who have not moved
from their place. It is like wine which has not been moved from its place and keeps
its flavor unblemished.

14. y2mm1 "2y Raw9> - Carshena... and Memuchan. The Gemara explains that the
names of the advisers that Achashverosh asked to are all related to the sacrifices in
the Beit HaMikdash (as the word “HaKarov” is similar to “Hakrava”— “the
bringing” of sacrifices) and the angels were reminding HaShem of the sacrifices
that the Jewish people brought to Him as a merit that they should get revenge
through Vashti’s death and Esther becoming queen. “Karshana” refers to the
“Karim”— the fat sheep that were brought for sacrifices, “Shetar” refers to the two
pigeons (Shtei Torin) that the poor people would bring as a sacrifice, “Admata”
refers to the earthen alter (Mizbeach Adama) in the Beit HaMikdash, “Tarshish”
refers to the special priestly clothing worn by the Kohanim, as it says in the verse
in Shemot, “Tarshish VeShoham VeYashfeh,” “Meres” refers to how they would
stir the blood (Mersu BeDam) in the Beit HaMikdash so that it shouldn’t coagulate

Yeshivat Torat Emet falah @ambisBamilval



55

and they could throw it on the altar, and “Memuchan” refers to the show bread that
was placed on its special table (Shulchan).

19mn - Memuchan - The Gemara (ibid.) explains that Memuchan was really
Haman, and he was called Memuchan because he was prepared (“Muchan - 1911”)
for tribulations, as he was going to be hanged on the gallows. The Gemara also
says that from this we learn that a foolish person jumps to respond, as Haman was
written as the last of Achashverosh’s advisers and was the lowest of them all, but
still jumped to answer before them all.

22. 122 W WOR B2 N - ..every man should rule in his own home. The
Gemara (ibid.) explains that if it were not for this initial proclamation that each
man should rule his household, many Jews would be killed after the later
proclamation to destroy the Jews. When they first received the first proclamation,
they thought it was ridiculous, as even the simplest of people ruled their household,
so they figured Achashverosh was crazy. Thus, when they received the second
proclamation, they did not immediately act on it, in concern that he would
spontaneously change his mind.

Perek 2

S. s 2R LLL797 97e R, The Gemara (Megilah 12b) gives a few explanations
as to why it says in this verse that Mordechai was from the tribe of Binyamin
(“Yemini - °»°”), and it also says that he was from the tribe of Yehudah (as
“Yehudi - *77°” then specifically meant someone from the tribe of Yehudah). One
answer 1s that he was really called both because his father was from the tribe of
Binyamin, and his mother was from the tribe of Yehudah. Another answer is that
those from the tribe of Yehudah and those from the tribe of Binyamin argued who
was the one who had the credit for Mordechai saving Am Yisrael. Those from
Yehudah said they had the credit, because David HaMelech, who was from the
tribe of Yehudah, didn’t kill Mordechai’s grandfather, Shimi Ben Gera, even
though he had disrespected the kingship and deserved, and thus caused
Mordechai’s birth. Those from the tribe of Binyamin claimed they had the credit
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simply because he was from their tribe in any case. Thus, Mordechai was called
both from the tribe of Yehudah and from the tribe of Binyamin. The Gemara gives
another explanation to the exact opposite direction. The two tribes actually argued
about who caused the whole genocidal decree to come about in the first place,
according to this opinion. The tribe of Binyamin said that the tribe of Yehudah
caused the decree, because if David HaMelech had killed Shimi Ben Gera who was
Mordechai’s grandfather, Haman wouldn’t have gotten jealous of Mordechai and
decree Am Yisrael’s extermination. The tribe of Yehudah argued that the tribe of
Binyamin was really responsible for the decree, because if the king Shaul, who was
from the tribe of Binyamin, had have killed Agag the Amalaki like he was
commanded to, his descendant, Haman, would have never been born. Another
opinion explaining why Mordechai was called both Yemini and Yehudi is that
Mordechai really was from the tribe of Binyamin, and he was called Yehudi
because he went against 1dol worship. Anyone who goes against idol worship is
called “Yehudi.” According to this explanation, this was the period in time that
Jews started being called “Yehudim.”

ROP 13 YRR 12 RS 32 - ...son of Yair, son of Shimi, son of Kish. The Gemara (ibid.)
explains that each of the names of these people really represents a characteristic of
Mordechai. “Ben Yair” hints to the fact that Mordechai lit up the eyes of Am
Yisrael through his prayer (Ben SheHe’ir - °Xaw 12). “Ben Shimi” refers to how
Mordechai’s prayers were heard (Ben SheShama - ynww 312). “Ben Kish” hints that
Mordechai knocked at the gates of heaven, and they were opened for him.

6. 727 QY 2YHWIR 9T WK - ... who had been exiled from Jerusalem along with
exiles. The Gemara (Megilah 13a) learns from this verse Mordechai’s amazing
dedication to Am Yisrael. The verse seems superfluous, as it could have simply
said that he was exiled with them, so the Gemara says that this redundancy teaches
us that Mordechai wasn’t actually exiled. Rather, he left by his own accord with the
rest of Am Yisrael who were exiled, so that he could stay amongst them in their
tribulations and help them.

7. aneR N1 7077 - Hadassah, that is Esther. The Gemara (ibid.) brings a few
different opinions as to which name was Esther’s real name, and why she was
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called by the second. Rabi Meir holds that Esther was her real name, and she was
called Hadassah after righteous people which are called myrtle branches, which in
Hebrew is “Hadassim.” Rabi Yehudah says that Hadassah was her real name and
she was called Esther because she concealed (“Masteret” in Hebrew) her identity
and her nationality from Achashverosh. Rabi Nechamyah holds that Hadassah was
her name, and she was called Esther because the nations would call her this from
the word “Istahar,” which means “moon,” as she was beautiful and glowing like
the moon. Ben Azai says that her name was really Esther, and she was called
Hadassah because she was not too tall and not too short, like Myrtle branches
(Hadassim). Rabi Yehoshua Ben Karcha says that Esther was her name, and she
was called Hadassah because her skin was slightly green colored, like myrtle
branches (Hadassim). Despite having green colored skin, she still was beautiful in
everyone’s eyes because she had a special “string of grace” that HaShem had
bestowed upon her so that she had grace in the eyes of all those that saw her.

AR TOIR NMINAY L..BRY AR 79 PR 9D - for she had neither father nor mother... when
her father and mother had died. The Gemara (ibid.) explains the reason why the
Pasuk says first superfluously that Esther had no father or mother, when anyways it
says later in the verse that Mordechai took her in when her father and mother
passed away. Rav Acha says that it teaches us that when she was conceived, her
father passed away, and when she was born, her mother passed away, so she didn’t
ever really have parents. Thus, the verse adds that she had no parents, because even
from her very birth she didn’t have any. The Gemara also explains that Esther
wasn’t really adopted by Mordechai as his daughter (LeBat - na%), but rather was
his wife (LeBayit - n»2%).

9. nywim yaw nNRY - along with seven attendants. The Gemara (ibid.) explains that
Esther used her seven maidservants to count the days to know when Shabbat is.

"NDY NI NRY WM - and he transferred her and her maidens, etc. There is a
dispute in the Gemara what exact transfer or change Esther had received. Rav says
that she was fed Jewish, Kosher food. Shmuel, on the other hand, says that she was
fed pieces of pork, but she did not actually eat them. Rav Yochanan holds that the
difference was that she was fed seeds.
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12. 9% pwa 20wn e - ...six months with oil of myrrh. There are two opinions
in the Gemara as to what this “Shemen HaMor” (translated here as myrrh oil) was.
Rabi Chiyah Bar Abba says that it was afarsemon oil, and Rav Huna says that it
was olive oil made of olives that hadn’t grown to a third of their size.

15. 7989 92 5192 37 DRW NOR M - Esther would find favor in the eyes of all who
saw her. The Gemara in Megilah, page 7a, says that this verse teaches us that the
Megilah was written through Ruach HaKodesh (divine ), as how would the writers
of the Megilah know how people thought about Esther without some divine
knowledge. However, the Gemara rejects this with what the Gemara says on this
verse in page 13a. It brings there a separate opinion that we actually learn from this
verse that each person would claim that Esther was from their nation, as they
wanted to take credit for her beauty. The Gemara thus says that you don’t
necessarily need Ruach HaKodesh to realize that she had favor in people’s eyes,
because you can simply see from people claiming that she was from their country
that she had favor in their eyes.

18. nxwn 300 ...mTad anIm L9178 anwn T9nn e - Then the king made a great
banquet.. proclaimed an amnesty... and gave gifts. The Gemara (Megilah 13a)
explains that each thing that Achashverosh did listed here was to convince Ester
into revealing her nationality to Achashverosh. Achashverosh threw a big party for
her, and she did not reveal her nationality. Then, Achashverosh reduced the tax that
was put upon each person, and she still didn’t reveal her nationality. Finally,
Achashverosh sent presents to many generals in her name, and she still refused to
reveal her nationality.

19. noaw nY»In2 yapaay - And when the maidens were gathered together a second
time. The Gemara (ibid.) questions why Achashverosh gathered the women again,
despite the fact he had already chosen Esther. The Gemara answers that
Achashverosh wasn't sure what to do to get Esther to reveal her identity, so he
asked Mordechai for advice. He advised him to gather more ladies so that she will
think you are going to choose a new wife, and then she will reveal her nationality.
Mordechai suggested this to him so that Achashverosh might find interest in
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someone else and release Esther. Still, after Achashverosh did so, Esther did not
reveal her identity.

21. wam yna2 n3p - Bigtan and Teresh... The Gemara (Megilah 13b) asks, why this
verse specifies that they were enraged. Why do we have to know that they were
enraged? Couldn’t have it just said that they wanted to send their hand upon him
and kill him? The Gemara (ibid.) answers that just as with Yosef HaTzadik, where
HaShem made a master, who was Pharaoh, get upset with his servants, who were
the Chamberlain of the Cupbearers and the Chamberlain of the Bakers, in order to
do the righteous person’s will, so to HaShem made the servants Bigtan and Teresh
get upset with their master, Achashverosh, in order to make a miracle for the
righteous person, Mordechai.

22, 537%% 9277 7 - The matter became known to Mordechai. Similar to the note
on 2:15, the Gemara in Megilah, page 7a says that from here we can prove that the
Megilah was written through Ruach HaKodesh, because how would Mordechai
know about the plan otherwise. However, the Gemara there challenges this with
what the Gemara says later on in page 13b. The Gemara there brings a different
opinion that describes the details of the story with Bigtan and Teresh. It says there
that Bigtan and Teresh were from the country of Tursi, and they would speak their
native tongue of Tursit amongst themselves in secrecy. They complained to one
another about how they had not had sleep since Esther had been appointed as
queen, as they were constantly serving Achashverosh things. Because of their
immense frustration, they conspired to poison the king’s drink in order to kill him.
They did not suspect Mordechai to be able to understand their language, and spoke
freely in front of him. They did not know that he was part of the Sanhedrin, and
knew 70 languages, including Tursit. So, they agreed that one of them would take
over both of their assigned duties and the other would carry out the poisoning. This
is hinted to in the verse later on (2:23) that says, “The matter was investigated and
found.” It was found that one of them was found not doing his assigned job. We
see from here that there was no Ruach HaKodesh needed, as he simply understood
there language. Nevertheless, there are other proofs.
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5D79% QW2 ...MNOR MRM - ...and Esther informed... in Mordechai’s name. The
Gemara (Megilah 15a) learns from the fact that the verse specifically says that
Esther informed the King in Mordechai’s name that anyone who mentions from
whom he heard something when he retells it brings salvation to the world, as
Esther brought the Jews salvation from Haman’s decree by mentioning that it was
Mordechai who saved the king, and he would later repay him for it.

Perek 3

1. %R 299277 NN - After these things King Achashverosh. The Gemara (Megilah
13b) questions this verse why it says so, as it implies that Haman’s rise to power
was a result of that which happened before. The Gemara answers that the meaning
of “After these things” is “after HaShem had formed the healing for the blow.” The
whole story with Bigtan and Teresh was a preparation for the salvation to come
about for Am Yisrael, and was the healing for the blow of Haman’s genocidal
decree. This is because there is a general principle that HaShem only strikes Am
Yisrael if he had already made the remedy first. With the rest of the nations, on the
other hand, HaShem strikes them first, and only then makes the remedy.

6. 173% S37m2 70 MWD LIP3 130 - ..t seemed contemptible to him... against
Mordechai alone. The Gemara (ibid.) explains that initially, Haman thought of
killing Mordechai, as it says in the verse, “Mordechai Alone.” Then, he considered
killing “the people of Mordechai,” which were the rabbis of the generation. He was
still not satisfied, so he finally decided to erase all of the Jews, like it is written at
the end of the verse.

7. ©a7 R D 9907 - put (that is, the lot). The Gemara (ibid.) explains from the
extra wording of “that is, the lot” that Haman rejoiced that the lot he threw fell out
in the month of Adar, in which Moshe Rabbeinu passed away, and he thought that
it must be a month with a bad Mazal of suffering for Am Yisrael. Thus, the verse
says “this is the lot,” in order to show that it was the lot he wanted to fall out on.
Haman was not aware that Moshe Rabbeinu also was born on the day he passed,
and that it really is a month of good Mazal for Am Yisrael.
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8. N ay uw» - There is a certain people. The Gemara (ibid.) comments on this
verse that no one was better at slandering than Haman. The Gemara also learns the
details of the back and forth between Achashverosh and Haman regarding the
decree he wished for from the verse. Haman invited Achashverosh to destroy Am
Yisrael together. Achashverosh responded that he is fearful of their God, and that
He will punish him like He had to others who afflicted Am Yisrael. Haman rejected
this by saying that Am Yisrael is “sleeping from the Mitzvot,” meaning that they
do the Mitzvot out of habit and with no intention (this is learned from the word
from the verse, “Yeshno - 112> which can be interpreted as “Yashnu - 11w>,” which
means “they slept”). Because of this, their Mitzvot will not protect them, and there
is nothing to be concerned about. Achashverosh replied that they have many great
rabbis and sages who will protect them. Haman answered that they are all “one
people,” (like it is written in the verse) meaning that they all are the same and do
the Mitzvot out of habit, even the rabbis amongst them.

The Gemara explains the continuation of the back and forth between Achashverosh
and Haman with the next verse. Haman further persuaded Achashverosh, saying
that there is no need to worry that there is a country full of Jews that will affect
surrounding countries if it is eradicated. He explained that they are dispersed
amongst the nations, like it is written in the verse, and their absence will not lead to
damage. Haman also disregarded the concern that they provide any benefit to the
nations that will be missing in their absence, as they are a people like a mule
(Meforad - from “Kifreidah - 77°793”) which cannot bring offspring. They do not
provide anything for the world. Haman also told Achashverosh that there is no
reason to be worried that despite being spread throughout the empire, there is one
country that is full of them and will be destroyed with their removal, as they are
spread out through “all the countries of your kingdom,” like it is written in the
verse. The Gemara (ibid.) brings additional disparaging speech of Am Yisrael that
Haman told Achashverosh from this verse. It is explained there that the criticism
from “Their laws are different from every other nation’s” is that they don’t eat
from our food, and they don’t marry our women or give us to marry their women.
“They don’t even observe the king's laws” is explained that they find excuses to
not work throughout the year, saying that it is Shabbat today, or it’s Pesach today,
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and they cannot work (The Mishnat Eliezer explains that the reason the Gemara
only says Pesach and Shabbat is that both these days show that Am Yisrael are
servants of HaShem, and HaShem only, and not of others. Through this, they
excuse themselves from doing work for the King throughout the year. The
Maharsha, however, explains that Haman was saying out of disgrace that just as
Am Yisrael doesn’t work on Shabbat and other holidays, the Jews don’t serve
Achashverosh the whole year). “It is not befitting the King to tolerate them” is
explained that Am Yisrael eat and drink, and disgrace your kingship, and even if a
fly falls in a cup of one of them, they take out the fly and continue drinking. But, if
the King touches one of their cups, they throw out the wine and will not drink it.

9. "IPWNR nOD 22 2BUR MW - ...and I will pay ten thousand silver talents. The
Gemara (ibid.) says that because HaShem knew from the beginning that Haman
would weigh Shekels in order to destroy the Jews, HaShem commanded Am
Yisrael long beforehand to give the half Shekel every month of Adar. Through the
merit of this Mitzvah of giving half a Shekel, which took place in Adar, Am
Yisrael was saved from Haman’s decree in Adar which he wanted to pay Shekels
for.

10. w3 R 9927 90N - So the king took his signet ring. The Gemara (Megilah
14a) points out that just the removal of Achashverosh’s signet ring and the giving
of it to Haman did more to bring the Jews to repent than 48 prophets and seven
prophetesses throughout the generations. Because of this decree, all the Jews took
upon themselves to fast and repent, as written later on.

11. aym 92 101 aoan - “The silver is given to you, the people also.” We see here
that Achashverosh didn’t even accept the money and let Haman carry out his evil
plan with no price. To explain why Achashverosh did so, the Gemara (Megilah
13b) compares Achashverosh and Haman to a person that has a large mound of dirt
on his field and a person that has a deep pit in his. If the owner of the field with the
pit asked the owner of the mound of dirt to buy it, he would surely tell him to take
it for free, as he himself doesn’t want it. Both Achashverosh and Haman equally
wanted to destroy the Jews, so Achashverosh did not accept any money for it, as he
himself would have paid to get it done.
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Perek 4

1. 7 a7 aper Pyt - L.and cried loudly and bitterl. There is a dispute in the
Gemara (Megilah 15a) about exactly what Mordechai cried out. One opinion is that
he yelled that Haman’s wickedness surpassed Achashverosh’s wickedness, as both
hated Am Yisrael, but Achashverosh was initially afraid to kill the Jews, and only
with Haman did he actually follow through with it (see note on 3:8). The second
opinion is that he cried out that the lower king (Achashverosh) has, so to speak,
overpowered HaShem’s will.

5. g9nm somon nn - Chatach, one of the King's chamberlains. The Gemara (ibid.)
explains that Chatach is really the prophet Daniel from the Tanach, who was one of
the important generals in the days of King Belshatzar. There is an argument as to
why he is called “Chatach.” One opinion is that because he was lowered from his
importance in the kingdom (“Chatachuhu MiGedulato - 1n?7an ¥m2n1”), he is
called “Chatach.” The other opinion is that he was not lowered from his position,
and “Chatach” hints to the fact that all decisions of the kingdom were determined
(“Nechtachin - 12nm17”) through him.

77 DR T R YR - ..to learn what this was about and why. The Gemara (ibid.)
learns from the words “Mah Zeh VeAl Mah Zeh” that Esther was actually asking
Mordechai whether Am Yisrael had violated all the five books of the Torah, as it
says similarly regarding the Torah in Shemot, 32:15, “MiZe UmiZeh Hem Ktuvim
- 02100 o7 AT .

12. 9n®R 5127 NR 92709 17930 - They related Esther s words to Mordechai. We see
from the wording of this verse that Chatach didn’t relate this message to
Mordechai, but others did. The Gemara (ibid.) says that from here we learn that
someone who was sent to do something shouldn’t return to the one who sent him if
he had not completed his task. Chatach was unable to convince Esther to accept
what Mordechai requested of her, so he sent others to tell Mordechai.
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17. 5279n MM2wy™ - Mordechai then left. The Gemara brings two explanations to the
word “VeYaavor - 712y".” One explanation is that they actually fasted on the first
day of Pesach, and violated (““Avar - 712¥”), so to speak, the law that we do not fast
on a Chag. The second explanation is that he passed (““Avar - 72v”") a puddle of
water on his way to gather the Jews in order that they should fast. We might ask,
what is the merit in this act? The Manot HaLevi says that the Gemara is trying to
teach us that even a small act for the sake of a Mitzvah, like passing over a puddle,
is calculated as a merit.

Perek 5

1. mo%» anoR wabny swbws ava - ...on the third day, Esther donned royalty.
Gemara (Megilah 14b) proves from this verse that Esther was a prophetess. In the
verse, it is written that “she donned royalty,” but it should have been written ““she
donned garments of royalty.” From this we learn that really she “donned” Ruach
HaKodesh, which is called royalty. The Tosfot (Megilah 15a) explains that it was
specifically on the third day in the merit of the three sections of Tanach (Torah,
Nevi’im, and Ktuvim), the three different groups amongst Am Yisrael (The
Kohanim, Levites, and Israelites), Moshe and his two siblings, Aharon and Miriam,
and the day which the Torah was given, Tuesday (third from Shabbat).

9% TRYM - ...and stood in the inner court. The Gemara (ibid. 15b) learns from
the fact that it does not say that she came and stood in the inner court that really,
“stood” here is from a language of stopping, and it teaches us that she had entered
the house of idol worship of Achashverosh. This resulted in the Divine presence
and Ruach HaKodesh leaving her and it stopped accompanying her (see previous
note). The Gemara further explains that when the Divine Presence left her, Esther
pleaded, “My G-d, my G-d, why have you left?”” Esther felt that HaShem had left
her because of two reasons. Thus, she said, “HaShem, did you leave me because |
have entered the house of idol worship? I have no choice, as I need to save Am
Yisrael. Or, is it because I called Achashverosh a dog in my prayer to You that You
should save me from him? I will fix this and call him a lion.” After she had cleared
these two things, the Divine Presence returned to her.
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2. 7715577 NOR DR TR MRS ° - When the King noticed Queen Esther. The
Gemara (ibid.) says that three angels appeared for her in that moment: one to lift
her neck, the second to lay a “string of kindness” so that she should find favor in
the King’s eyes, and the third to stretch the King’s scepter towards Esther so that
she could touch it and not be killed by the King (as it says in 4:11 that anyone who
entered to the king’s inner court without being called would be killed if
Achashverosh didn’t extend his scepter to them). There is a dispute in the Gemara
how long the scepter was actually stretched, some saying it was stretched to 12
Amot long, all the way up to 200 Amot.

3. mobnn xn 7Y - .until half the kingdom. The Gemara (ibid.) explains that
Achashverosh meant to say that he would not give her all the kingdom, and he was
also hinting that he would not permit the building of the Beit HaMikdash. Despite
the fact that she had not revealed her Jewish identity, he still was concerned that
she would ask for the building of the Beit HaMikdash, especially as he had just
seen such a wondrous miracle with the scepter (see previous note on the miracle
with the scepter).

4. yam Tonn 8120 - . let the king and Haman come. There are many explanations in
the Gemara (ibid.) why Esther decided to invite Haman to this feast. One answer is
that she wanted Haman to be right there in front of Achashverosh when she
revealed what he had done, so that Achashverosh wouldn’t get advice on what to
do and he would be able to act immediately while he was in the heat of his anger
without second thought. Another explanation is that she wanted to make it seem
that she wasn’t Jewish, because people would find it hard to reason that she was
Jewish if she was treating Haman so honorably. A third reason is that she wanted to
make it seem that Haman was important in her eyes in order to build the jealousy
of the King and the generals of Haman and they would turn on him and kill him
(see more reasons in the Gemara there).

8. anwnm B yam Tonn X2 - et the King and Haman come to the banquet. We

might question Esther’s decision to invite Achashverosh and Haman for a second
banquet. Couldn’t she have simply revealed Haman’s evil plan in the first meal?
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There are a few answers to this. One answer is that after the first meal, Esther was
waiting for a sign to signal to her that she was on the right path. This sign was
shown to her through Haman’s extreme embarrassment by leading Mordechai
(Rabbeinu Avraham Ben Ezra). Another answer is that in the first meal, when she
entered the palace, she went through Achashverosh’s house of idol worship, and
she felt that the Divine Presence left her, so she cried out to HaShem “Keli, Keli,
Lamah Azavtani - *In2IR 717 *%X “98,” meaning, “My G-d, my G-d, why have you
left me?” (Gemara Megilah, as mentioned in the note on 5:1). Thus, Esther felt that
she did not really have as much support from HaShem at this banquet, and she
wanted to invite them for a second one. Perhaps we can also say that she was
trying to show Haman and Achashverosh that to her, Haman was a friendly person
and that she had no hard feelings towards Haman, as the saying goes, “keep your
friends close to you, but keep your enemies even closer.” (Rabbi Tal - Yeshivat
Torat Emet.)

11. »a2 2 - ...and of his many sons. There are a few opinions in the Gemara
(Megilah 15a) on how many children Haman had. One opinion is that he had 30
children: ten passed away naturally, ten were hanged, and ten were extremely
impoverished. The second opinion is that there were actually seventy of his
children who were impoverished, besides the twenty who died and were hanged.
The final opinion is that there was a total of 280 children he had, as hinted to by
the numerical value of the simple version of the word “VeRov - 271.”

13. 55 7w uR 77 920 - Yer all this is worth nothing to me. The Gemara (Megilah
15a-b) questions what caused Haman to disregard all the importance he had when
he saw Mordechai sitting in the King’s gate. The Gemara answers that a long time
beforehand, Haman sold himself to Mordechai for loaves of bread to feed his army.
So, when he saw Mordechai, he was reminded that all that he had was really his, as
anything that a servant buys, his master owns. People would accordingly call him
mockingly, “The slave who was sold for loaves of bread.” From the word “this,”
which shows that he was referring to something specific that was in front of him,
the Gemara learns that Haman had a stone by his heart engraved with the locations
of his treasures. Whenever he would see Mordechai sit in the gate of the King, he
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would point to this stone and say, “All this (referring to the stone) is not worth
anything to me.”

Perek 6

1. 9520 naw 7773 - ...the king’s sleep was disturbed. There is a dispute in the
Gemara (Megilah 15b) who it refers to in the verse when it says “the King’s sleep.”
One explanation is that it was actually referring to the King of the universe,
HaShem Himself, and that he was, so to speak, awoken to take revenge for Am
Yisrael and to save them. The second opinion is that the upper angels “awoke” in
order to disturb Achashverosh’s sleep, and they would say to him that he is
ungrateful and needs to pay for the good someone had done to him. The third
opinion is that it simply means Achashverosh’s sleep, and it had been disturbed
because he had suddenly started to think about why Esther had invited Haman to
the banquet. Achashverosh started to suspect that maybe Haman and Esther were
planning to kill him. Then he reasoned to himself that if this was the case, wouldn’t
someone who liked him make him aware of this? Achashverosh then returned to
his initial suspicion, because maybe there was somebody that had done him good,
and he had not done good to him in return, and therefore didn’t reveal this to the
king. This is what led him to order that the record book should be read before him,
like it says in the verse.

RPN - ...and that they be read. The Gemara (ibid.) learns from the passive
language of the verse that the book was miraculously read by itself with no one
else reading it, because if it was read by the king's servants, it would have said in
the verse, “And they read.”

2. 21> X¥™N - And it was found written. The Gemara (ibid.) learns from the fact
that the verse does not say that “they wrote” in the past and instead says that “it is
written” in the present tense that the King’s scribe, Shimshai, would erase the story
of Mordechai saving the King from the record book and the angel Gavriel would
rewrite it. Thus, the verse says it in a present tense, as it was rewritten recently. The
Gemara also says that from this, we can learn in addition a quality of the Jewish
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people: If the deeds and merit of Am Yisrael written in this world are unable to
erased, all the more so the deeds and Mitzvot of Am Yisrael that are written in
heaven cannot be erased.

WM Rinx2 - Bigtana and Teresh. 1t says here “Bigtana,” but when the Megilah
initially discussed this story, it says “Bigtan.” The Midrash Talpiot explains that it
was originally written as “Bigtan O Teresh - w2n X 1032,” which means “Bigtan or
Teresh.” They weren’t sure who was the actual perpetrator. If Achashverosh would
have read this, Mordechai’s act wouldn’t have seemed so great. Thus, the letters
Aleph and Vav seperated and it read “Bigtana VeTeresh - wan Xini1,” meaning
Bigtana and Teresh.

3. 727 My w1 KD 1N TR w1 RN - The king s attendants, his ministrants,
said. From this verse, it almost seems that the ministrants wanted Mordechai to be
rewarded. The Gemara (Megilah 16a) explains, however, that they did not do so
out of their liking of Mordechai, but out of their hatred towards Haman. They
wanted Haman’s enemy to be rewarded in spite of him.

4. Y7 171 WR YYA 9Y - ...on the gallows that he had prepared for him. The Gemara
(ibid.) comments on this that the addition of the word “for him” comes to teach that
Haman literally prepared the gallows for himself. There are a few explanations of
what the Gemara means by this. The Turei Even questions what this comes to teach
us, as it is written clearly in the Megilah that he ended up being hanged on those
gallows. He explains the teaching here is that it was already decreed in heaven that
he would be hanged on those gallows from when he built them, and not later on.
The Midrash says similarly that when Haman built the gallows, he measured
himself in it, and a voice from heaven proclaimed in response that these gallows
are fitting for him, and were fixed for him from the six days of creation. The Imrei
Emet writes that he wanted to play a trick on Achashverosh by saying that he was
so upset with Mordechai that he built a gallows to hang himself, so Achashverosh
told him, “ Why hang yourself when you can simply hang him?”

10. 927 apwa 2wn 573797 27 19 W - ..and do all this for Mordechai the
Jew, who sits at the king's gate. The Gemara (ibid.) explains from this verse that
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when Haman heard that he would have to give such a respect to his enemy
Mordechai, he acted like he didn’t know who he was talking about. Haman asked
Achashverosh, “Who is Mordechai?” Achashverosh responded that he was the Jew.
Haman questioned, “There are many Jews named Mordechai.” Achashverosh
finally replied that he was talking about the Mordechai who sat by the gates of the
King. Haman realized that he was going to have to personally honor his worst
enemy. Haman tried to convince Achashverosh that it would be enough to give him
a village or a river so that he could charge all those passing through it instead of
saddling him on the King’s horse and to dress him in royal garments.
Achashverosh replied to him that he should give him a river or village and to ride
him through the city in the King’s royal clothes, as is hinted to in what the verse
says, “Do not omit a single detail that you have suggested.”

11. 2077 NRY w2977 DR 327 1PN - So Haman took the garment and the horse. The
Gemara (ibid.) elaborates on how Haman and Mordechai’s meeting went. It says
there that Haman came to Mordechai with the horse and royal garments for him
while he was teaching his students about “Kemitzah” (the handful of flour given as
an offering in the Beit HaMikdash). When Mordechai saw Haman coming to call
for him leading a horse, he became fearful that he had come to kill him. He told his
students that this wicked man had come to kill him and that they should hide so
that he shouldn’t harm them. In that same moment, Mordechai donned his Talit and
stood to pray. Haman sat in front of him (in order to disturb his prayer so that he
couldn't concentrate) and his students and waited for him until he had finished.
Haman then asked Mordechai’s students what subject they were dealing with. They
responded to him that they were learning about how in the time that the Beit
HaMikdash was standing, someone who voluntarily brought a Mincha offering
would bring a handful’s worth of fine flour and offer it on the altar, and he would
atone for his sins. Haman responded to them that this handful of flour that they
were offering to HaShem came and overturned his ten thousand talents of silver
that he had offered to give Achashverosh to destroy the Jews. Mordechai then
scolded Haman and said, “Wicked man! How could you say that this was your
talents of silver? To whom does the slave and the properties he buys belong to? (As
Haman had sold himself as a slave to Mordechai, see earlier note on 5:13)” The
Gemara goes on to retell that when Haman asked Mordechai to dress in the royal
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garments and to saddle the king’s horse, Mordechai responded that he cannot, as it
is not fitting for him to do so until he showers and cuts his hair. When Esther heard
this, she ordered that all the bathhouses and barbers should close shop, and Haman
had no choice but to shamefully wash Mordechai himself and cut his hair. When he
cut Mordechai’s hair, Haman was on the brink of dying of shame, and he sighed.
Mordechai asked him why he had sighed. Haman answered, “A person that was of
high importance to the king and was greater than all the generals now has become
a bath attendant and a barber.” Mordechai reprimanded Haman saying, “Wicked
man! Were you not a barber in Kfar Kartzum? You are simply returning to what
you used to do.” After Haman had cut his hair, he clothed him and told him to
saddle the horse and ride it. Mordechai responded to Haman that he was unable to
because he was weak from his fasting. So, Haman bent down full of
embarrassment, and Mordechai stepped on him and saddled the horse. When
Mordechai stepped onto Haman, he kicked him. Haman said to him in response to
this, “Is it not written in your Torah that you shall not rejoice in your enemies'
downfall? Even more so it is forbidden to kick them.” Mordechai corrected him
that this was only referring to those who are of Am Yisrael, but to the rest of the
nations, it is written, “You shall trample the haughty ones.”

"2Y w1720 1I8% RPN - ... proclaiming before him, “This is what is done...” etc.
The Gemara (ibid.) retells that when Haman was leading Mordechai in the road
next to his house, his daughter who was standing on the roof of his house saw him
and mistakenly thought that the one who was on the horse was her father and that
the one leading him was Mordechai. So, she took the vessel used for the bathroom
and poured the contents over her fathers head. Haman looked up to see who had
poured on him, and his daughter saw that it was actually her father. She was so
shocked and sorrowful that she fell from the roof and died.

12. Tonm 2pw OR 9278 2w - Mordechai returned to the kings gate. The Gemara
(ibid.) explains that this verse teaches us that Mordechai had returned to wearing a
sackcloth and fasting at the gate of the King, because there was still not a full
salvation, and Haman’s decree was still technically in effect.
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WRA MDM 9an - despondent and with his head covered. From the story the Gemara
retells (see previous note on verse 11) about Haman’s daughter dying, the verse
says that he returned despondent, “Avel,” which literally means a mourner, as he
was mourning the loss of his daughter. It also says that he covered his head because
of the immense shame he had suffered from his daughter pouring on him the vessel
for excrement.

13. 22m Y% 19%2K8N ...020R8 9299 - ..and all his friends... and his wise men said to
him. Initially, it says in the verse “friends,” but afterwards, it says, “wise men.” The
Gemara (ibid.) says that from here, we learn that any one who says something wise
from the wisdom of Torah is called wise, even if they are non-Jews.

vIph Ppon 981 90 - ...but will undoubtedly fall before him. The Gemara (ibid.)
questions why this verse uses a double language to say that Haman will fall
(“Nafol Tipol”). The Gemara answers that Haman’s friends told him that Am
Yisrael is compared to dust, but also compared to the stars. When Am Yisrael has a
downfall, they fall all the way to the dust of the earth, which is trampled upon by
all those who walk on it, like how the other nations rule over them. But, when Am
Yisrael rises, they rise up until the stars, and no one can control them or rule over
them. These two sides to Am Yisrael are hinted at by the double language in the
verse.

14. 19571250 w9377 99057 9800 - ...the king s chamberlains arrived, and they hurried.
The Gemara explains that from the word “hurried” (“VaYavhilu - %2°1721) we learn
that they brought him with fear (“Behalah - 7%72”), and he was not able to clean
himself fully from what his daughter had poured on him (see note on verse 11).

Perek 7

4. Tomn PrI2 MW T PR 9O - .. for the adversary is not worthy of the king's
damage. The Gemara (Megilah 16a) explains that Esther was saying to
Achashverosh, “How is it that Haman is not suspected to do any harm to the King?
(‘Tzar Zeh, Eino Shove BeNezek shel Melech - 771 5w pria mw R a1 %’). This
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same person in the past became jealous of Vashti and killed her, and now, he is
jealous of me as the queen, and wants to kill me!”

5. mobnam anoR® AR RIMWAR TR MRN - Achashverosh exclaimed and said to
Queen Esther. The Gemara (ibid.) questions why the verse says twice
unnecessarily “he said.” The Gemara explains that beforehand, Achashverosh
would never talk to Esther directly, and only would through a translator. He did so
because it wasn’t respectful for the king to directly speak to simple people.
However, after she had revealed her identity, Achashverosh realized that she was of
honorable dynasty, as she was the granddaughter of King Shaul. So, he
immediately started to speak with her again, but this time directly. Thus, the verse
says again “he said.”

19 MIYY 2% IRDR WK RIT T ONY T RV M - “Who is it? Where is the one who
dared to do this?” It is quite quite puzzling why Achashverosh seemed so unaware
of Haman’s wicked plan, when he himself had enacted this genocide with Haman.
The Chidah answers that Achashverosh was unaware to what extent this decree
was. Achashverosh initially had thought that Haman wanted to destroy the Jewish
religion, like the Greeks had wanted to do in the times of Chanukah, but not to
actually physically destroy them. Haman, however, had in mind to eradicate the
Jews physically. Achashverosh was thus unaware who was trying to kill Esther and
her nation. We can give another answer based on what the Gemara says that
Achashverosh was a very indecisive king that would change his mind frequently.
Thus, he completely forgot about this decree he had established. Another answer
we can give is that Esther did not say that she was Jewish, but she simply said that
she and her people were being destroyed. Thus, Achashverosh didn’t think it was
Haman’s decree that had affected Esther. Instead, he thought there was someone
else who had wanted to destroy her nation. Then, when Esther revealed that it was
Haman that had wanted to destroy her nation, Achashverosh thought that Haman
had known Esther was Jewish, and despite this, he wanted to destroy her nation.
This also was the miracle, that Haman had not revealed that he didn’t know Esther
was Jewish.
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6. 27RY 9% WIR - “A man who is an adversary and an enemy!” The Gemara (ibid.)
explains from the fact that Esther started by saying, “An adversary and an enemy,”
when she could have just said, “This wicked Haman” that Esther initially referred
to Achashverosh and pointed to him. Then, an angel came and moved her hand to
point to Haman, so she ended her sentence referring to Haman. We might question
how Esther would consider speaking so harshly to the king and put herself in such
a danger. Perhaps we can explain that she was pointing at Achashverosh to say that
this evil man, Haman, rose to power in order to do this evil because of you,
Achashverosh, and not that he himself was evil. But yet, the angel moved her hand
to point to Haman because it was still dangerous to do this.

7-8. 0527 NI 2w ORI 1191 I3 NI BN wnnna ap - The king rose in his rath...
and went into the palace garden... the king returned from the place gardens. The
verse here redundantly repeats that Achashverosh returned from the palace garden,
when it already said that he had gone to the palace garden, and there is no need to
tell us again. The Gemara (ibid.) explains that it comes to teach us that as he had
left with anger, he came back with anger, because he saw something in the garden
that infuriated him more. He saw two people, who were really angels, destroying
and uprooting the trees. When Achashverosh asked them what they were doing and
why they were, they said that Haman had instructed them to do this. Because of
this, Achashverosh returned even more frustrated.

8. monn By Yo% yam - ...Haman had fallen onto the couch. The verse here uses the
present from for fall (“Nofel - 7911”) instead of the past tense (“Nafal - 991”). The
Gemara (ibid.) explains that when Haman tried to get up after he had fallen, an
angel came and pushed him onto the bed again. This is why it says in the present
tense, because he was continuously getting up and falling again.

2% 2xT Tonm RN - Would he actually, etc. The Gemara (ibid.) explains that when
Achashverosh saw Haman falling on Esther, he said to himself, “Haman is trying
to take control outside my house (with the two people in the garden, see note on
verse 7) and now also inside my house (with Queen Esther)!” This is why the verse
says “HaGam - 037,” which means, “also.” We see from this word that there must
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be some other thing that Haman was trying to take control over, and the Gemara
likewise explains the verse as we have written here.

9. m139n - Charvonah. The Gemara (ibid.) says that despite him seemingly being
against Haman, Charvonah was a wicked person too, and he was also part of those
who advised Haman to hang Mordechai. Once he had seen that his plan was not
coming to fruition and things were actually going against Haman, Charvonah
immediately abandoned him. On the other hand, in the Pirkei Rabbi Eliezer, it
explains that when Charvonah gave the advice to Achashverosh to hang Haman,
he looked like Charvonah, but he was actually Eliyahu HaNavi dressed up as
Charvonah. This is also why we say after the reading of the Megilah, “VeGam
Charvonah Zachoor LaTov - 21% 7371 a127n an,” — “Charvonah, too, be
remembered for good” (as we say about Eliyahu HaNavi).

10. 20w To»n nam - ...and the kings anger abated. The word “abated” in this
verse is written with two Kafs (“7125w””) when it can be written with just one (like it
is written in 2:1). The Gemara (ibid.) says that it comes to teach you that the anger
of HaShem, the King of the world, was also abated, so to speak. HaShem forgave
Am Yisrael for their sins and repealed their harsh decree, along with
Achashverosh’s anger being abated. Another opinion brought in the Gemara was
that Achashverosh had been appeased on two things he was angry about. One
being on Esther, that Haman had tried to kill her, and secondly on Vashti, that
Haman had also advised to have her killed.

Perek 8

1. The Maharam Alshich explains that of course, Esther did not need the houses,
but the verse here comes to teach us that on that day that they hanged Haman, the
houses were no longer under his control.

Tonm 109 K2 27 - Mordechai presented We see from here that from then on,

Mordechai was permitted to go in to the king’s inner chamber without having to
wait for the king to stretch out his scepter (Malbim). There are two reasons to this:
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First, because Esther told the king about the relationship between her and
Mordechai, and that Mordechai was her uncle. But, she did not say that Mordechai
was her husband, because she was forbidden to go back to live with Mordechai, as
she later on fully accepted to be Achashverosh’s wife.

2. 9071 0% L..0paw nR Tont 0N - The King slipped off his signet ring... and
gave it to Mordechai. In Midrash Rabah, it learns from this verse that the
descendants of Rachel are equal in their greatness. It says in Parashat Miketz that
Pharoah removed his ring and gave it to Yosef, who was Rachel’s son. Here it says
that Mordechai also was given the ring of Achashverosh, and he is a descendant of
Binyamin (see note on 2:5), who was the son of Rachel as well.

57 N°2 HY 9577 DR N AWM - ...and Esther put Mordechai in charge of Haman's
estate. The Ralbag asks why didn’t Esther give Mordechai the estate as a present,
and instead simply made him in charge of it. The answer he gives is that since
Achashverosh gave Esther the house of Haman, it would be inappropriate to give
this present from the king to someone else. The Maharam Alshich explains that the
purpose of appointing Mordechai to be in charge of Haman’s house was in order to
let everyone know that the situation has changed. Now that Mordechai had been
appointed to be in charge over Haman’s estate, nobody could harm him or his
nation.

719 927N INONR NOIM - Esther yet again spoke to the King. The Ralbag explains that
the first decrees that were sent out did not command that the Jews be killed, as then
there would be no way to nullify them. Rather, it was simply declared that all those
who hate the Jews had full permission to kill them, and thus to nullify it, the Jews
were also given permission to gather and protect themselves from them.
Additionally, he adds that those who hated the Jews were mainly descendants of
Amalek, and thus HaShem commanded that their remembrance should be erased.
Also, Yaakov Avinu actually prophesied this war, as Yaakov said of Binyamin
(who Mordechai was a descendant of) in Bereshit, 49:27, “In the morning he will
devour prey and in the evening he will distribute spoils.” “The evening” refers to
this war.
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4. 277177 VW DR ANBRY Tonr v - The King extended the gold scepter to Esther:
It is puzzling why Achashverosh had to extend his scepter, as they had already
been talking and there was no need to extend the scepter once more. Some
commentators explain that because it was a new subject, he had to extend it again.
Others, however, explain that because she was crying at his feet begging, he
stretched out the scepter as a way of beckoning her to get up.

10. 299m97 %12 2nwnRT - ...riders of swift mules bred of mares. The Gemara
(Megilah 18a) actually says that the meaning of the words “Achashtranim Bnei
HaRamachim” (translated here as orders of swift mules bred of mares) is unknown.
However, the Ran explains that perhaps the Gemara is saying that the simple
people don’t know what these words mean, but definitely the Sages know the
meaning behind these words. The Yaabetz explains that these were very fast
camels with eight legs and two humps that the rider would sit between them.

15. 127 277 nwpY 29m nban msbn waba - .clad in royal apparel The Gemara
(ibid.) says that from here we learn the reason Binyamin received five different
garments from Yosef HaTzadik, despite the fact that he was showing favoritism
towards him, which he had suffered the consequences of himself when his father
did the same to him. Yosef was hinting to Binyamin that in the future, the great
leader, Mordechai, will come out from the tribe of Binyamin and he will wear five
different royal garments.

16. AP [w AR AR 007 29781 - The Jews had light and gladness and
joy and honor. The Gemara explains what each of these things the Jews had refers
to. “Light - Orah” refers to the Torah, as initially Haman decreed that the learning
of the Torah was forbidden. “Gladness - Simcha” refers to Yom Tov, as it was also
prohibited to fulfill and celebrate the Yamim Tovim. “Joy - Sasson” refers to the
Mitzvah of Brit Milah which was also forbidden. Maharsha additionally explains
from what the verse says in 8:17 (see there) that many had converted and had
gotten circumcised. “Honor - Yekar” refers to Tefilin, which was permitted to them
with Haman’s fall. The Ya’abetz questioned on this Gemara why only these four
specific Mitzvot, as the prohibition of the Torah and its fulfillment encompasses all
Mitzvot. He answers that until then, the Jews had loosened up from fulfilling some
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of the Mitzvot because of the decrees, like learning Torah and wearing Tefilin.
With the Mitzvah of Brit Milah, however, they would put their life on the line for
it, as they had accepted this Mitzvah with joy. This verse comes to tell us that now,
because of the love for HaShem from the miracle He had done for them, they
accepted upon themselves to keep all the Mitzvot equally, and they did not
differentiate between the Mitzvot.

Perek 9

1. 279R3W2 727 2707 WHWY L. .2ITIINT 920K 12 WK 22 - ...on the day that the
enemies of the Jews expected... The Jews prevailed over their adversaries. Rabbi
Tal explains that an enemy is someone that wants to cause damage to his body, but
an adversary is one who wants to cause damage to their souls. That’s why it says
both, as both were defeated by the Jews.

4. 9173 97 907 WORT 92 - .. for the man Mordechai grew increasingly greater:
The path of the righteous, like Mordechai, is compared to the sun. Just as its light
increases as it rises slowly, so to Mordechai started off simply sitting by the gates
of the King, and then Haman took him in royal clothes on the King’s royal horse
and procceeded him through the city honoring him. Then, later on, Mordechai had
gotten to such a level that Achashverosh actually gave him his special signet ring
(Chazon Ovadiah, Purim).

7-10. R0ty ...KNTIWD - Parshandatha... Vaizatha. The Gemara (ibid.) says that
when reading the Megilah, one must say all the names of the ten sons of Haman
and the word “ten” itself in one breath, with no breaks. The reason for this is that
they all died at the same time. The Gemara additionally says that all the songs
written in the Tanach are written like bricks are laid, with a written paragraph over
an empty space, and a space over a written paragraph. However, there are two
exceptions where the empty space is stacked upon themselves and the written
sentences are stacked: The kings of Canaan, and this song of the ten sons of
Haman. The reason for this is that just as something tall and narrow is bound to fall
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(just like the way the ten sons of Haman are written) unless it is supported with a
wider base, so to the wicked people should fall and not be able to rise up again.

12. 7129 93957 7799257 R 709%7 ANeRY TR RN - The King said to Queen Esther,
“In Shushan the Capital the Jews have slain, etc. From this verse, it seems that he
started to speak out of anger over what she had done at first, and then quickly
shifted to giving in and speaking with her softly. The Gemara (ibid.) says that we
learn from here that when he started to speak angrily, an angel came and slapped
him on the mouth, so he switched to speaking softly with her.

19. 2wy 7waax 2v IR WY - ...celebrate the fourteenth day. The Ran explains the
reason why each group celebrates on a different day although it is important to
celebrate together because those that were living on the outskirts of the city fought
on the 13 and rested on the 14 and those in Shushan fought on the 14 and rested on
the 15. Unity is very important, but each group felt that it was an entirely different
day, so they celebrate on different days.

22. 1% WIR nun WY - and for sending delicacies to one another. There is a
dispute regarding the Mitzvah of Mishloach Manot on what exactly is the reason
for it. The Terumat HaDeshen holds that the reason for Mishloach Manot is so that
every person should have food for the Purim meal, as some might be poor, but are
too embarrassed to ask for money. The Manot Halevi, on the other hand, holds
that Mishloach Manot was established in order to increase love and peace amongst
Am Yisrael, as people will be more loving towards each other when they give each
other gifts of food. The Halacha is that we follow both opinions. This means that if,
for example, someone wanted to give Mishloach Manot anonymously, he would
not fulfill his obligation. Even though he is giving them food that they can eat for
the Purim meal, it doesn’t increase love and peace, because he doesn’t know who
gave it to him, and cannot have any more love towards him. Also, one cannot give
non-food items, as despite the fact they increase love in peace, it doesn’t fulfill the
second reason of making sure that everyone has food for the Purim meal.

23. @739 925 - The Jews undertook. The word “undertook” (“VeKibel - 72°71”)
is in the singular form, despite the fact that it is supposed to be in the plural form.
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This comes to teach us that the Jews accepted Purim as a holiday with one heart
and as one person, with tremendous unity.

26. 278 - Purim. The word “Purim” appears in the Megilah five times. This hints
to the five day period that the reading of the Megilah could theoretically fall out on
(see the Gemara, Megilah 2a). This is also why it says three times Purim without
the letter “Vav” (2'13) and twice with it (2°738) as there are only three days that
they can read the Megilah but we do not celebrate on those days only test vav and
test zayin (Cheshek Shelomo brought in Chazon Ovadiah 340)

28. 2wy oo AwRT amam - Consequently, these days should be remembered
and celebrated. There From the Nizkarim be kriyah ve neesim be seudah and day
and night

QYT MBS KD 272N - ...nor shall their remembrance perish from their descendants.
In the Talmud Yerushalmi, it learns from this verse that all the books of the Tanach
will be eventually nullified in the future, except for the five books of the Torah and
Megilat Esther. Similarly, in Midrash Mishlei it says that all the festivals will be
nullified in the future, except for Purim. The Rashba explains that the meaning of
this is not that all the festivals will be nullified no matter what. Rather, if, G-d
forbid, because of our sins, the festivals could all be nullified, except for Purim.

25. nR Tonn 218% 822y - But when she appeared before the king, he commanded.
When it says in the verse, “she said,” it is actually written in the male (“Amar -
7KR”) form. The Gemara (ibid.) says that it comes to teach you that when
Mordechai commanded all of Am Yisrael to make the holiday of Purim every year
in remembrance of the miracle, he told them that “it should be said verbally,”
(“VaYe’amer BaPeh - 7192 2n&>). This means that the Megilah should be read, with
the whole story of the redemption from when Esther came to the king (like written
in the verse), and the evil decree and the hanging of Haman and his sons (as the
verse continues).

32. 2% NOR MM - Esther § ordinance validated. From this verse, it seems as if
only Esther’s effort to save the Jewish people is what brought the salvation, and
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those who fasted and as it says “Esther’s ordinance validated these regulations,”
and the previous verse that referred to their fasting and praying it separate, as if it
didn’t actually help. The Gemara (ibid.) says that really, these verses are
connected, and should be read, “The words of those who fasted and cried out and
Esther’s ordinance validated these regulations.”

Perek 10

1. on wywnR Tonn awn - King Achashverosh levied a tax. Initially, when
Achashverosh lowered the heavy taxes on his people, he thought he was doing a
favor for Esther in order to convince Esther to reveal her identity (see note on
2:18). Once she had revealed her true identity, he realized he wasn’t doing her any
favor, as the Jewish people had no central country. Thus, he raised the tax to its
regular rate (Chazon Ovadiah, page 346). The Manot Hal.evi says that the verse is
trying to tell us that the king became so successful that he was able to put taxes on
far countries that weren’t even under his control. The reason for this major success
was Mordechai’s promotion.

2. 2997 9927 980 DY 2% an - ...are recorded in the book of chronicles. Many
commentators ask why it is important to know that the rest of the mighty acts of
Mordechai are written in the book of chronicles of Media and Paras. This can be
explained based on what the Gemara in Megilah, page 7 says, that only because it
was written in these books of chronicles did the sages agree to add Megilat Esther
as part of the Tanach (Maharsha).

3. 297D 1A L Tenb mawn ST 997 - Mordechai the Jew was viceroy to the
king... he was a great man among the Jews. Mordechai had the merit of having
two important things: First, he had greatness, as people respected him for his
government position, as it says in the verse: “Viceroy to the king.” He also was a
tremendous leader in Torah, as it says: “a great man among the Jews.” Many
commentators actually even compare him to Moshe Rabbeinu, as he taught all of
Am Yisrael Torah. This is hinted to in the earlier verse (9:30), “words of peace and
truth,” as the Torah is also referred to as truth. This trait of both greatness and
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Torah was a trait of Moshe’s, and was also shared by Mordechai (Chazon Ovadiah
347).

YRR 29% NN - and found favor with the multitude of his brethren. The word in the
verse, “Rov - 277 literally means “the majority.” There are a few explanations as to
what it means that he found favor in the majority of his brethren. The Gemara
(ibid.) says that he found favor with the majority of his brethren, but not all, and
this teaches you that some of his colleagues on the Sanhedrin had left him. We can
learn from here additionally that there is no way to please everyone. Mordechai
had literally saved Am Yisrael from a genocidal decree that would have led to
everyone’s death, and also led them through an immense spiritual returnal, and he
still was not liked by everyone. Another explanation is that because of his
responsibility to Am Yisrael, Mordechai was forced to split his day into two: One
part he would commit to learning Torah, and the other to dealing with the people.
Prior to this, he had dedicated his entire day to Torah, so he was beloved by his
friends because he could learn and teach subjects very deeply. Now that he had half
of his day committed to the people, he could not teach with such depth, so people
did not appreciate him so much. Thus, the verse says, “the majority of his
brethren.” The Chatam Sofer explains that it is true that if one needs to save lives,
it overrides learning Torah, but some of the Sanhedrin had thought that since it was
Divine Providence that he was the one to be appointed to save of Am Yisrael, it
seemed on the face of it that Mordechai’s Torah was less favorable in heaven and
because of this he was appointed to save Am Yisrael. The majority of the
Sanhedrin, however, agreed that saving lives is much more important, and he was
thus doing what is completely right and his Torah was not any less favorable.

WA Bo% 2w 27y MYY 2w W7 - .. ke sought the good of his people and was
concerned for the welfare of all of his posterity. We learn from what the verse says,
“He sought the good of his people” that Mordechai wouldn’t just wait for people to
come and ask him for help, but he would actively check what problems the people
might have and seek opportunities to help (Ibn Ezra). Despite this tremendous
commitment to the people, he would greet his children before they would greet
him, and not disregard them because of his duties, as hinted to in the verse: “...and
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was concerned for the welfare of all his posterity.” He would pay attention to
everyone, but especially to his children (Even Ezra).
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Halachot regarding Purim

The month of Adar

1. The Gemara says, “Innwa 0°27n 77X 0123wn,” When the month of Adar starts,
we increase are involvement in joyful activities. Therefore, if someone has a court
appearance with a non-Jew, he should attempt to have the hearing in the month of
Adar, as the Jewish people’s Mazal is greater then.

2.. The reason why we increase in joy is because there were many miracles that
happened during the month of Adar and Nissan. From this the Elyah Rabah learns
that Pesach is similar to Purim and the same Halacha applies in the month Nissan.

3. We do not have to partake in joyful activities in the first Adar, rather only in the
second one.

4. On Purim Katan (the 14th of the first month of Adar) we do not say Tachanun,
and the Rama says that the custom is that we should have a small celebration on
that day.

5. On the Shabbat before Purim, Sephardic communities are accustomed to sing the
melody of “Mi Kamocha VeEin Kamocha,” which was written by Reb Yehudah
HalLevi, the author of the book HaKozari.

Ta’anit Esther

1. The reason why we fast on Taanit Esther (on the 13th of Adar) is to
commemorate the three days of fasting the Jewish people undertook in the times of
Esther. According to the Masechet Sofrim, this fasting day is to commemorate the
tribulations and grief that the Jewish people experienced due to the deadly decree
of Haman. The Raavad says that the fast is to commemorate the joy of the miracle
that happened then. The idea behind this is that before a special, joyous occasion,
we fast so that we will feel even more happy during the Yom Tov. Furthermore, the
Kaf HaChaim says that the reason we fast is to block the power of the spiritual
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prosecutor to bring judgment on Am Yisrael for eating and drinking on the day of
Purim.

2. This year Taanit Esther will fall on Shabbat, so we will fast on Thursday.

3. If someone mistakenly ate on Thursday, he has to fast on Friday.

The Eve of Purim

1. In some communities, it is customary to collect money from each member after
Mincha and the before Kriyat Megilah in the night in remembrance of the mitzvah
of Machatzit HaShekel (Half shekel) that was taken from each Jew to buy the live
stock for the offerings in the Beit HaMikdash. Everyone above the age of twenty
has to give Machatzit HaShekel, and it’s good that anyone above thirteen should
give as well.

2. This year, we will give Zecher Machatzit HaShekel after Mincha on Thursday,
during Ta’anit Esther.

3. The amount to be given this year is approximately 8 dollars.

4. Tt is very important to say before giving the money, “LeZecher Machatzit
HaShekel, because if one would have not said this and just said “LeMachatzit

HaShekel,” he has sanctified it for the Beit HaMikdash and would have to
theoretically save the money for it.

5. On the eve of Purim, we come to Beit Knesset with Shabbat clothes and we say
the special Mizmor that is connected to Purim before Arvit. We also say Al
HaNissim in Arvit, even though we haven’t yet read the Megilah.

6. If one forgot to say Al HaNissim and had already said the name of HaShem, he

should not go back. Instead, he should say Al HaNissim at the end of Elokai
Netzor.
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The Mitzvot of Purim

Reading of the Megilah
1. One is obligated to read the Megillah at night and repeat it during the day.

2. The reading in the night is MiDeRabanan and the reading in the daytime is
MiDivrei Kabbalah.

3. Night is considered from when three stars appear until dawn, and day is
considered from sunrise until sunset.

4. This year, since Purim falls out on Motzei Shabbat, one does not need to delay
the reading of the Megillah until after Tze’et HaKochavim according to Rabbeinu
Tam.

5. When Purim falls on Motzei Shabbat (like this year), we say VaYehi Noam and
continue up until Ata Kadosh, which we say after reading the Megilah. Some say
that we have to say Bore Meorei HaEsh before we start reading the Megilah,
because one is not allowed to take any pleasure from the light before blessing.
Some say that since today we use electric lights, we can say Bore Meorei HaEsh
after reading the Megilah, and that’s the Halacha.

6. The reading of the Megilah during the day must be done after Netz HaChama,
and after the fact, he can read after Alot HaShachar. If someone is unable to read
after Netz HaChama, and he won’t be able to read at all if he doesn’t read after
Alot HaShachar, he is allowed to even in the first place.

7. Although the learning of Torah is equal to all the Mitzvot, we stop it in order to

read the Megilah. It goes without saying that other Mitzvot should be pushed off
for the sake of the reading of the Megilah.
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8. Men and women are equally obligated to read the Megillah.

9. According to Sephardim, if one reads the Megillah for women at home, the
reader needs to make the blessing of “Al Mikra Megillah” like regular and to fulfill
their obligation. But, for Ashkenazim, the women make the blessing of “Lishmoah
Et HaMegilah™ instead.

10. One can not fulfill their obligation by reading/listening by listening over the
phone or radio.

11. In Shuls that the Rabbi would like to use a speaker for the reading of the
Megillah, he can only do so if without it, everyone can still hear him, and it only
assists in hearing him. However, if the people cannot hear him without the speaker,
they do not fulfill their obligation.

12. Two people should stand next to the reader.

13. Many have the custom of standing up when the reader makes the Beracha, and
others to sit. One should follow his Shul’s custom.

14. The custom is that one spreads out the Megillah like a letter to show the
miracle, like a proclamation by a king.

15. One should wash their hands before reading the Megillah.

16. A Sefardi can listen to the Megilah and fulfill his obligation from an
Ashkenazi, and vice versa.

17. One is not allowed to talk in the middle of the Megillah reading, and if one

spoke and the reader continues you are not Yotze and need to read from the
beginning of that pasuk.
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18. One should train their children in hearing the Megilah by bringing them to hear
it.

19. One should not bring children under the age of education to the reading of the
Megilah, as they will disturb and confuse those who are listening and have an
obligation to.

20. One is not allowed to eat before the reading of Megilah Esther. This Halacha
applies to both the night recitation and the day recitation. Therefore, some should
be careful not to eat in the morning before they hear the reading of the Megilah.

21. One may eat fruit before reciting the Megilah. It is likewise permitted to eat up
to a Kabeitza of bread or cakes and to drink tea or coffee.

22. If one is hungry and wants to eat before the reading of Megilah, he should
appoint someone to remind him to hear the reading, and he can eat a full meal.

23. If one repeats the Megilah for women or reads the Megilah by himself,
although he needs to recite all the Berachot before reading the Megilah, after he
finishes reading the Megilah, he doesn’t say the last Beracha, as it was established
to be said only in public. However, if he’s reading the Megilah for women and
there are ten women, he can say the last Beracha.

24. One of the reasons we don’t say Hallel on Purim written in the Gemara is that
the Megilah is recited instead. The Meiri says based on this that if someone is in a
place with no kosher Megilah, than he has to say Hallel instead. Regarding the
Beracha, he cannot say a Beracha over Hallel, as there are another two reasons
written in the Gemara that result in the conclusion that one does not have to say
Hallel, so out of doubt we do not make a Beracha.

25. If someone listens to a live broadcast of the reading of the Megilah on the

radio, he doesn’t fulfill his obligation. One may, however, reply “Amen” to the
Berachot as long as it is live, and if not, he is unable.
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26. Someone who is unable to come to hear the reading of the Megilah and wishes
to hear it through Zoom, according to only the opinion of Rabbi Frank does he
fulfill his obligation, and it is still only after the fact. Nevertheless, one should
refrain from doing so since the overwhelming majority of Poskim disagree and
hold that he does not fulfill his obligation.

Mishloach Manot

1. Our Sages established that one should give Mishloach Manot of two food items
to at least one person on Purim day.

2. There are two opinions as to why we give Mishloach Manot. The first opinion of
the Terumat HaDeshen is that we want every family to have enough food to have
the Purim meal, so we give each other food items. On the other hand, the Manot
HaLevi holds that its purpose is to increase love and harmony amongst each other.
It seems that the Rama holds the opinion of the Manot Hal.evi, because he writes
that if someone sends Mishloach Manot to his friend, and he doesn’t accept it, he
still fulfills his obligation. This Halacha could only be according to the Manot
HaLevi, as according to the Terumat HaDeshen, the whole point is that he should
receive the food in order to make his Purim meal.

3. One is allowed to send Mishloach Manot through a child, despite the fact that
normally a child cannot halachically be a messenger for a mitzvah. The Chatam
Sofer writes that the reason why a child can be a messenger in this case is because
there is no obligation for him to bring it to the receiver himself.

4. One does not fulfill his obligation of giving Mishloach Manot if he does so
anonymously, as according to the Manot Halevi, he does not increase love and

peace, and thus does not fulfill his obligation.

5. Many hold that the two food items need to be sent together and at the same time.
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Matanot LaEvyonim

1. Our Sages instituted that one should give charity to at least two poor people on
Purim day.

2. This mitzvah can be fulfilled during the day of Purim only, and not during the
night of Purim. Ideally, one should fulfill this mitzvah soon after having recited the
Megillah.

3. Our Sages recommend that one should give each poor person the amount of
money needed to purchase a basic meal for Purim. Nowadays, that amount is about
10 dollars.

4. It is far more meritorious to use extra money for the mitzvah of Matanot
LaEvyonim than for a lavish Purim feast. The greatest form of celebration and
merry-making is to to gladden the hearts of the poor, the orphans and widows. By
gladdening these people one emulates God, as the Prophet describes Him
(Yeshayahu 57:15), "To raise the spirits of the downcast and to revive the hearts of
the depressed."

The Purim Meal

1. The Sages established a mitzvah to enjoy a festive meal on Purim day. It is

sufficient to have one meal only, and the proper way to fulfill the mitzvah is to eat
bread.

2. There is a mitzvah for a man to drink wine until he can not tell the difference
between blessed in Mordechai and cursed is Haman. Since one is not allowed to
pray or do an after blessing when heavily drunk, it is advisable for one to first say
Mincha and Arvit, and only afterwards one should start their meal and get drunk
then, followed by sleeping.
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Teshuvot in Halacha (in Hebrew)
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