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STORY FOUR: APPLICATION

Our Vision

VISION. MISSION. VALUES

VISION > What is our optimal desired futured state?
ALL THINGS NEW. While Jesus is busy making everything new, we also want to be busy
developing new and meaningful relationships to help people connect with Him.

mission > What are we ultimately trying to do?
Awaken Detroit to the greatest adventure of all time. We believe that is the adventure of following
Jesus. LIFE Groups exist to help us all become better followers of Jesus.

VALUES > Why are we doing it?
BELONG BEFORE YOU BELIEVE.
Romans 5:6-11

SEE THE UNSEEN.
2 Corinthians 4:17-18

LOOK UP.
Hebrews 12:2

JUSTICE IS AN ACTIVE, RELENTLESS PURSUIT.
Micah 6:8

EMBRACE, THE ULTIMATE ARTIST WITHIN.
Exodus 35:30-33

STRategy > How we do it
Show up to encounter Our gatherings will be all about helping people encounter Jesus
through creative inspiration and the preached word of God.
Move Into Relationships We believe that true growth resuls from life change that happens
in intentional communities. Detroit Church exists to establish these communities of accountability
where beauty can emerge and everyone can belong.
Go out and impact Church is more than a building and the Great Commision is not just for
ministers. Our impact groups will be all about getting into the marketplace and transforming
the culture from within.
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Setting the tone
• We are here to learn and change (not just a social time, but we also desire to grow 		
closer and build community).
• Have fun, and keep things moving and participatory.
• Welcome a challenge from me or others in the group (give each other permission to
challenge us—probe, ask questions, etc.).
• Strive to be honest and vulnerable, and we should honor that by keeping what is
shared in confidence.
• We are going to try and answer questions as much as possible from within the story
found in the Bible. Everything we need to learn about God and humans can be found 		
right here in His story!
• Let’s try and stay “in the story.” Even when tempted to go “out of the story”, lets call it out.

Week four - The flood
REVIEW PREVIOUS STORY

PRE-STORY SETUP
Q: “Have you ever experienced a glitch with a computer or device that
caused you to restart it? What signs led you to make that decision? As
we step into this story, let’s pay close attention to the nuances in God’s
relationship to man.”
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STORY 4: THE FLOOD
Story from Genesis 4-9

(Don’t just read it—know it and bring it to life!)
The number of humans on the earth grew rapidly. Not only did rebellion spread
from Adam and Eve to their sons, but it spread from generation to generation.
Even though humans were created in God’s image, each person chose to disobey
God’s ways. Humans were completely out of control, acting out in selfishness and
violence all the time.
When God saw the people’s hearts and minds were filled with evil day and night,
His heart was broken. So God decided to start over, saying, “I will completely wipe
out the human race I’ve created. I am sorry I ever made them.”
However, there was one man, named Noah, who still had a close relationship with
God. Noah was the only blameless man living on earth at that time. So God said to
Noah, “I have decided to cover the earth with a flood, destroying everything alive! But I
will give you a plan to keep you safe.”
God told Noah to build a large boat called an ark, giving him specific instructions
about how big to make it and what it should look like. God said to him, “Make a boat
from wood and seal it with tar, inside and out. Then build many decks and stalls for
animals inside of it. I promise to keep you safe in this ark! A pair of every kind of
animal—a male and female—will come to you to be kept alive. You will also bring
seven pairs of animals I approved for you to eat and sacrifice. Remember, take
enough food for your family and for all the animals.”
So Noah did everything exactly as he was told. Just as God had said, the floods
came; water burst from the earth, and rain poured from the sky. When the waters
came, Noah and his family and all of the animals boarded the ark. As the waters

(continued)
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rose, the boat floated safely on the surface. The flood covered even
the tallest mountains, and all living creatures on the earth were
destroyed, except for those on the ark.
After forty days, the rains stopped. Many months passed as the
waters slowly began to dry up. For weeks, Noah sent out a dove to
see if it could find dry land. Finally, the dove returned with an olive
leaf in its mouth. Noah sent the dove out again, and when it didn’t
come back, he knew it was safe to return to land. As soon as Noah
came off of the ark, he built an altar, selected pure animals from
every kind.
God was pleased with Noah’s sacrifice and said, “Even though
people’s thoughts and actions are bent toward evil from the time
they’re children, I promise never again to destroy all living things
with a flood. As a symbol of my promise, I will hang a rainbow in
the clouds. Whenever you see a rainbow, this will remind you of my
promise to you.”
Then God told Noah and his sons, “I have put all animals under your
control. You can use them for food, but you must never eat animals
that still have their lifeblood in them. Life is in the blood, and all life
belongs to me! Those who murder must be punished by death.”
God blessed Noah and his sons, telling them to have many children
and once again fill the earth with people.

RETELL THE STORY
(This may seem redundant, but it is very effective in helping the
listeners own the story.)

DIALOGUE: THE FLOOD
(These questions are a good start for you to draw out the group’s
observations about the story.)
1. Why did God flood the earth and destroy everything?
2. Do you think He had good reasons for doing this?
•
The heart of every human was completely evil.
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3. What do the stories we have heard so far show us about what humans are like?
• Since the fall of Adam and Eve every person has rebelled against God.
4. From this story, how does God feel about humans?
• Disappointment and anger at our corruption.
• Compassion: by saving the human race and making a promise not to destroy us again.
5. Why do you think God had Noah take animals on the ark?
6. What was God communicating to Noah (and all humans) by creating a rainbow?
• God is committed to give us the best possible life. He always provides a way for us
7. What did God say to Noah about the blood from the sacrifices? Why was this important?
• When Noah came out of the ark, he offered sacrifices to God presumably as a way of thanking God for       
showing him grace.
8. Did you hear anything that reminded you of previous stories? What connections did you make?
9. What does the story teach us about God?
• God is powerful—in control of the elements.
• God will never allow evil to remain in His presence.
• The flood is absolute confirmation that God always judges sin in all men.
• God is the source of all grace. He saved Noah and his family.
• Before saving them, He warned them of the coming judgment, an act of grace, just like with Cain.
• He promised never to destroy the earth again, even though He knew man would continue to sin.
• God knows all things. He knew what was in the heart of every man.

APPLICATION
(Optional questions that also work well in smaller groups))
• What did you notice from the story for the first time?
• What questions do you have about the story? What do you wonder about?
• How did the story challenge or encourage you?
• When have you been the only one to listen to God in a situation? What happened?
• What is the most difficult area of your life to trust God with?
• Where have you noticed the effects of rebellion from God in our world? . . . in your
city? . . . in your school? . . . in your life?
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