DETROIT CHURCH LIFE GROUPS

Know the Story

WEEK 8 // PROMISES, PITS & PALACES
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SETTING THE TONE
WEEK EIGHT

STORY EIGHT: PROMISES, PITS & PALACES
STORY EIGHT: DIALOGUE
STORY EIGHT: APPLICATION

Our Vision

VISION. MISSION. VALUES

VISION > What is our optimal desired futured state?
ALL THINGS NEW. While Jesus is busy making everything new, we also want to be busy
developing new and meaningful relationships to help people connect with Him.

mission > What are we ultimately trying to do?
Awaken Detroit to the greatest adventure of all time. We believe that is the adventure of following
Jesus. LIFE Groups exist to help us all become better followers of Jesus.

VALUES > Why are we doing it?
BELONG BEFORE YOU BELIEVE.
Romans 5:6-11

SEE THE UNSEEN.
2 Corinthians 4:17-18

LOOK UP.
Hebrews 12:2

JUSTICE IS AN ACTIVE, RELENTLESS PURSUIT.
Micah 6:8

EMBRACE, THE ULTIMATE ARTIST WITHIN.
Exodus 35:30-33

STRategy > How we do it
Show up to encounter Our gatherings will be all about helping people encounter Jesus
through creative inspiration and the preached word of God.
Move Into Relationships We believe that true growth results from life change that happens
in intentional communities. Detroit Church exists to establish these communities of accountability
where beauty can emerge and everyone can belong.
Go out and impact Church is more than a building and the Great Commission is not just for
ministers. Our impact groups will be all about getting into the marketplace and transforming
the culture from within.
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Setting the tone
• We are here to learn and change (not just a social time, but we also desire to grow 		
closer and build community).
• Have fun, and keep things moving and participatory.
• Welcome a challenge from me or others in the group (give each other permission to
challenge us—probe, ask questions, etc.).
• Strive to be honest and vulnerable, and we should honor that by keeping what is
shared in confidence.
• We are going to try and answer questions as much as possible from within the story
found in the Bible. Everything we need to learn about God and humans can be found 		
right here in His story!
• Let’s try and stay “in the story.” Even when tempted to go “out of the story”, lets call it out.

Week eight - PROMISES, Pits & PALACES
(Guide the group as they give an overview of previous stories and retell the last story.)

PRE-STORY SETUP
Q: Have you ever found yourself asking “why me?” Has it ever seemed like others were
catching breaks and moving forward, but you were somehow taking steps backwards?
Let’s check out Joseph’s journey from the pit to the palace.
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STORY 8: PROMISES, PITS & PALACES
Story from Genesis 37-39, 41-50

(Don’t just read it—know it and bring it to life!)
Israel (Jacob) and his twelve sons now lived in the Promised Land. Out of all of his sons, Israel loved
Joseph the most and made him a beautiful coat with long sleeves. When Joseph was 17, he helped
his brothers tend the cattle—and reported to his father anything they did wrong.
Joseph’s brothers grew to hate him because he was their father’s favorite. They hated him even
more when he told them he had dreams about the future where he saw all of them bowing down
to him!
One day Joseph went to check on his brothers, and they grabbed him, ripped off his beautiful coat,
and threw him into a deep hole. Then the brothers decided to sell Joseph to slave traders who were
passing by on their way to Egypt.
They tore up their brother’s coat, soaked it in goat’s blood, and brought it to their father, saying, “We
found this in the field. It’s Joseph’s, isn’t it?”
Israel examined it and said, “Yes, this is my son’s coat. A wild animal must have attacked and eaten
him.” He began to weep, saying, “I will mourn my son’s death until the day I die!”
Meanwhile, the slave traders sold Joseph to a man named Potiphar, the head guard for Pharaoh,
the king of Egypt. Potiphar noticed that God was with Joseph and blessed everything he did. He
promoted him, putting him in charge of his entire household and business.
Now Joseph was a young, handsome man, and Potiphar’s wife began to desire him. She constantly
pressured him to sleep with her. But Joseph refused, saying, “That would be a terrible thing and a
great sin against God!”

(continued)
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One night after Potiphar got home, his wife told him, “The Hebrew slave
you brought here tried to rape me.”
Potiphar became furious and threw Joseph into the king’s prison, but God
gave him favor with the head of the jail. God was with Joseph, continuing
to give him success in everything he did. Before long, Joseph was put in
charge of the other prisoners and everything that happened there! God
also gave Joseph the ability to interpret the other prisoners’ dreams.
A few years later Pharaoh had some dreams that troubled him. In one of
them he saw seven fat cows being eaten by seven thin cows! None of
Pharaoh’s wisest men could interpret what this meant.
One of the servants, who had been in prison with Joseph, told Pharaoh
about Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams. Pharaoh had Joseph brought
to him and asked, “Can you really interpret dreams?”
Joseph replied, “That is beyond me, but God will tell you what your
dreams mean and ease your worry.”
Pharaoh shared his dreams, and Joseph interpreted them, saying, “For
the next seven years Egypt will have an abundance of food. This will be
followed by seven years of a terrible famine that will spread over the land.”
The king was so impressed with Joseph that he put him in charge of
everything in Egypt—second in power only to Pharaoh himself!
During the next seven years Joseph traveled throughout Egypt making
sure plenty of food was being stored up in each city. Joseph was only 30
years old at the time.
Seven years passed, and the famine came, spreading throughout the
world. People from all over the land came to Egypt to buy food from
Joseph.
When Israel realized his family was running out of food, he sent his sons
to Egypt. When the brothers arrived to buy food, they didn’t recognize
Joseph and bowed down before him. Joseph did not tell them who he
was until later.
At first, Joseph was harsh with his brothers, even accusing them of being
spies and putting them in prison. But later, after many meetings and two
journeys by his brothers, Joseph finally revealed who he was, saying, “I
am Joseph, your brother whom you sold as a slave!”
The brothers stood there speechless, shocked, and afraid! They would
never have thought Joseph could still be alive.
(continued)
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However, Joseph spoke to them kindly and said, “Don’t be afraid. God turned your evil into
something good. He put me in this high position so I could save the lives of many people. Now
I will take care of you and your families.”
When Pharaoh heard Joseph’s brothers had come, he invited Israel and his entire family to
live in Egypt. He gave them a plot of his best land, plenty of food, and all new clothing!
So the family of Israel came to live in Egypt, escaping the drought and enjoying the blessings
God had given to Joseph.

RETELL THE STORY
(This may seem redundant, but it is very effective in helping the listeners own the story.)

DIALOGUE: PROMISES, PITS & PALACES
(These questions are a good start for you to draw out the group’s observations about the story.)
1. What do we learn about Joseph’s brothers from the story?
2. Why did Joseph’s brothers not like him?
3. What do we learn about Joseph from the story?
• He was a dreamer.
• He was a talker.
• He was blessed by God and successful in all he did.
• He trusted God in a bad situation.
• He made good decisions in temptation.
• He desired to take care of his family.
4. How did Joseph respond in the difficult situations he faced?
5. Do you think his response was realistic? Was it helpful?
6. How does God continue his promise to the Hebrews in the story?
• He did not let the descendants of Abraham–Israel and his family–die in the famine.
7. What does the story teach us about God?
• God knows all things. He can orchestrate events to accomplish his purpose.
• He revealed to some what would happen in the future.
• God is the source of all grace.
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• He promoted Joseph and blessed him to save many people.
• God keeps his promises. The things revealed in the dreams came true just as God said they would.
• God is powerful. He can control the elements by bringing a famine.
• God chooses to work through people who are not perfect.
Where have we seen God take a situation that seemed bad and turn it into good?
(From the stories? From your own life?)

APPLICATION
(Optional questions that also work well in smaller groups)
• What did you notice from the story for the first time?
• What questions do you have about the story? What do you wonder about?
• How did the story challenge or encourage you?
• How does Joseph’s life inspire you?
• Do you like things in life planned out or more spontaneous?
• When have you felt mistreated, but in the end God used the situation for your good?
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