DETROIT CHURCH LIFE GROUPS

Know the Story

WEEK 13 // JUDGES, KINGS, & PROPHETS
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Our Vision

VISION. MISSION. VALUES

VISION > What is our optimal desired futured state?
ALL THINGS NEW. While Jesus is busy making everything new, we also want to be busy
developing new and meaningful relationships to help people connect with Him.

mission > What are we ultimately trying to do?
Awaken Detroit to the greatest adventure of all time. We believe that is the adventure of following
Jesus. LIFE Groups exist to help us all become better followers of Jesus.

VALUES > Why are we doing it?
BELONG BEFORE YOU BELIEVE.
Romans 5:6-11

SEE THE UNSEEN.
2 Corinthians 4:17-18

LOOK UP.
Hebrews 12:2

JUSTICE IS AN ACTIVE, RELENTLESS PURSUIT.
Micah 6:8

EMBRACE, THE ULTIMATE ARTIST WITHIN.
Exodus 35:30-33

STRategy > How we do it
Show up to encounter Our gatherings will be all about helping people encounter Jesus
through creative inspiration and the preached word of God.
Move Into Relationships We believe that true growth results from life change that happens
in intentional communities. Detroit Church exists to establish these communities of accountability
where beauty can emerge and everyone can belong.
Go out and impact Church is more than a building and the Great Commission is not just for
ministers. Our impact groups will be all about getting into the marketplace and transforming
the culture from within.
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Setting the tone
• We are here to learn and change (not just a social time, but we also desire to grow 		
closer and build community).
• Have fun, and keep things moving and participatory.
• Welcome a challenge from me or others in the group (give each other permission to
challenge us—probe, ask questions, etc.).
• Strive to be honest and vulnerable, and we should honor that by keeping what is
shared in confidence.
• We are going to try and answer questions as much as possible from within the story
found in the Bible. Everything we need to learn about God and humans can be found 		
right here in His story!
• Let’s try and stay “in the story.” Even when tempted to go “out of the story”, lets call it out.

Week thirteen - Judges, Kings & Prophets
REVIEW PREVIOUS STORY

(Guide the group as they give an overview of previous stories and retell the last story.)

PRE-STORY SETUP
Q: Have you ever forgiven someone you love? Maybe a relative, spouse, friend, or even
a business partner? It’s an interesting space to be in. Caught between your deep feelings
for them, and your feelings that were hurt or scorched by them. With us, God knows this
feeling all to well, and more times than we could imagine, he’s chosen to remain faithful to
us and his promises towards us.
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STORY 13: JUDGES, KINGS, & PROPHETS

Story from Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, 2 Samuel, and 2 Kings | Prophecies from 2 Samuel 7, Isaiah 7, 9, 40, 53, 63,
Psalm 22, Micah 5, and Zachariah 12

(Don’t just read it—know it and bring it to life!)
The people of Israel continued on their journey back to the Promised Land. God covered the
Tabernacle with a cloud during the day that changed to a pillar of fire at night. When this cloud
moved they followed it and set up camp wherever it stopped.
But when the people of Israel got close to Canaan—within a few miles from the border—they
wouldn’t enter the land because they were afraid of the people who lived there. They said, “We can’t
defeat them. They are stronger and bigger than us. Next to them we are like little grasshoppers!”
God had promised to fight for them and give them this land, but the people did not trust Him. So God
punished them by making them wander in the dessert for forty years. This was a time filled with
struggle and complaints against Moses and God.
As Moses neared the end of his life, he reminded the people of Israel of all of God’s promises, laws,
and commandments. Moses challenged them, “You must love God with all of your heart, mind, soul,
and strength . . . for He is your life!”
Then Moses said to Joshua in front of all of the Israelites, “Be strong and courageous! Joshua will
lead these people into the land God promised us. Do not be afraid or discouraged; God will never
leave you or forget about you.” (If you remember from a previous story, Joshua was Moses’ assistant
who went up the mountain with him to meet with God.)
After Moses died, Joshua became the new leader of Israel and led them to recapture the Promised
Land from their enemies. As the Israelites entered the land, God told them to drive out all the people
who lived there because they were full of evil. But the Israelites didn’t listen and eventually started
worshipping the false gods of the people who remained in Canaan. This led to many other sins.
Because of their disobedience, God removed His protection and allowed other nations to come into
Canaan and overpower them.
(continued)
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As they were defeated, the people of Israel began to suffer, so they begged
God for help and forgiveness. God once again forgave them and sent
leaders, called judges, to lead them in defeating their enemies. (These are
not like judges we have today but more like generals). Battle after battle,
Israel conquered their enemies at every border. In victory, the people
would worship God, but soon after the people turned away from God again
and lived their own way.
Unfortunately, this became a pattern from generation to generation; the
people of Israel would come to God and worship Him when they needed
help, but when things were going well, they returned to worshipping other
things. This was a time where everyone did what was right in their own
eyes.
Because other nations were ruled by kings, the people of Israel complained
to God, saying, “We want a human king, whom we can see, to rule over us.”
God appointed a king named Saul to rule Israel. However, God eventually
removed Saul as king because of his disobedience. God searched for a
king who would love Him and live in His ways.
He chose a young boy named David. When David grew up and was made
king, God blessed him and the Israelites greatly. David deeply loved God
and tried to live in His ways. God told David, “One of your descendants will
rule Israel forever—His kingdom will never end!”
Solomon succeeded his father, David, and became the wisest and richest
king in history. Solomon prayed to God, “Give me your wisdom so I can
rule the people the right way.” God answered his prayer and gave Solomon
great wisdom; in fact, rulers traveled from all over the world just to hear
him. Solomon wrote books such as Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, which are
full of the wisdom God gave him.
Under Solomon’s leadership, the people of Israel enjoyed peace and great
prosperity. The Temple was built in the capital city of Jerusalem to replace
the Tabernacle. This Temple was a more permanent symbol of God’s
presence remaining with the people.

(continued)
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Later on, Solomon married foreign wives who led him into worshipping false gods. Because of
Solomon’s failures, God allowed civil war to break out, and the Israelites divided into a northern
kingdom called Israel and a southern kingdom called Judah. Eventually kings who worshipped
false gods led both of these kingdoms.
Because of their rebellion, God removed His protection from both Israel and Judah and allowed
other nations to come in and conquer them.The Israelites were forced out of the Promised Land,
and many were taken away to be slaves once again.
During the time of these kings, God sent prophets as messengers, calling people to return to His
ways and follow His commandments. These prophets warned the Israelites of what would happen
if they continued to rebel against God.
A prophet named Jeremiah proclaimed God’s message, saying, “A day is coming when I will make
a new covenant with the people of Israel. I will put my laws in their minds and write my commands
on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.”
Prophets also told people about a coming King, one who would rule forever and save them—a
Messiah. God gave the prophets visions of what this Messiah would be like.
(Listen carefully to these as they will tie into some future stories.)
Prophets, such as Isaiah, told them that …
—He will be a descendant of King David.
—A virgin will give birth to Him in Bethlehem.
—A messenger from the wilderness will challenge people to prepare for His coming.
—He will bring good news and healing to the poor, brokenhearted, and sick.
—He will do no wrong, living a life without sin.
—He will be beaten, whipped, and wounded—all so we can have peace, healing, and forgiveness.
—He will be silent when faced with accusations. He will be put on trial and thrown in prison.
—His hands and feet will be pierced. He will be killed like a criminal and buried in a rich man’s tomb.
—God will lay the punishment and guilt for all of our sins on Him. His life will be made an offering
for us.
—Because of Him, many will be made right with God.
After these prophets, God did not speak to humans again for 400 years.
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DIALOGUE: JUDGES, KINGS, & PROPHETS
(These questions are a good start for you to draw out the group’s observations about the story.)
1. Why did God tell the Israelites to drive out everyone who lived in Canaan? What happened?
2. What is the pattern the Israelites got into?
3. What was the role of the prophets? What did the prophets foretell about the Messiah?

FROM ALL OF THE STORES SO FAR
4. What have you seen for the first time in these stories? What do you wonder about?
5. What common themes run through all of the stories?
• God wants us to live closely with Him—listening and obeying.
• He provides the best possible way of life for us to live.
• God desires to rescue His creation and bring them back to Himself.
• He will go to amazing lengths to accomplish this.
• Our sins require sacrifice—a life for a life.
6. What have we learned about what humans are like? Where have we seen that?
7. What have we learned about what God is like? Where have we seen that?
• He does what is good, right, and perfect—He is holy. He is powerful and creative, knows all things, 		
has control over the elements, punishes rebellion, keeps His promises, does not allow evil to remain
with Him, provides a way of forgiveness, loves His creation, provides us with the best way to live, wants
to protect us and bless us, wants us to continue His blessings, and much more!

APPLICATION
(Optional questions that also work well in smaller groups)
• What did you notice from the story for the first time?
• What questions do you have about the story?
• How did the story challenge or encourage you?
• Are we like the Israelites? What patterns do we get into that are not good?
• What does it mean for you to live in God’s ways?
• How could a group of people committed to live in God’s ways and be God’s blessing
make a difference in the world?
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