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Back to School
Time flies when you are having fun. It seems like it was only a few days ago
when the last bell rang and the children were running out of school screaming with
excitement because summer had officially begun. Backpacks were set aside and
traded for suitcases that were quickly packed for the summer trips. Now we have
come to that time of year when vacations are over. Daylight fades quicker and
darkness comes earlier. The leaves will begin to drop from the trees in a few weeks
and beautiful fall colors will top the trees. These changes mean school is back in
session. Students have returned to class, and parents have sighed a deep breath of
relief. Things are back on schedule.
Students going back to school also means challenges for some families. Mom and dad are facing
changes just like the students with the first day of kindergarten, middle school, high school, and even college.
Such changes are difficult for everyone, especially the parents. We realize how quickly time passes as we
watch them head out the door. This is a frightening time for students and parents. We question if they will
remember what we taught them? Will they choose the right friends to build relationships with and make the
right choices that will not bring harm to them?
To the students I want to say this: it’s a new school year. This is a time to begin with a fresh start. It
is also a time to reflect on what you have already learned in the past. Each year it will become easier to be
drawn into temptations that will draw you away from God. Be strong! Don’t let Satan take up space in your
life. 1 Peter 5:8 says, “Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls
around.” If you do not let Satan into your life, he cannot take away your joy. As Christians we are adorned
with the presence of Jesus Christ, which means we should imitate Christ with our thoughts, words, and actions. It will be hard at times, but always remember, “if God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans
8:31).
As parents we cannot know everything our children encounter in our absence. Daily we remind them
of our love for them, and best of all that God loves them. To show our love we pray for and with them, seeking God’s protection for them all the day long. We teach them not to be afraid to acknowledge their love for
Christ so that in difficult times they will know to turn to God for guidance, comfort, and wisdom in how to
handle any situation they may encounter.
As the church family we know it is not only the responsibility of the parents to raise our children, but
also the community must take part. We are all God’s people and therefore should be watching out for one
another. We work together to grow our children in faith, expressing that we love them unconditionally just
as God the Father loves us. Now is the time to take action, seeking every opportunity to extend love and care
to each of these children. Loving our children is not only our calling, it is our privilege.
.
Pastor Sandra Ireson
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Parsonage
Office Hours
Pastor Sandra:
- Mondays and Wednesdays:
9:30 AM—1 PM
If you need to see her at a different time, you can call 336813-2886 to make those
arrangements.
Amanda
- Mondays and Wednesdays
2—4 PM

All middle school and high
school students are invited to
come to Mt. Olivet on Mondays at
6:45 AM to get the school week
off to a good start! Breakfast will
be served followed by a short devotion and prayer. Students will be
finished by 7:30, in plenty of time
to get to school.
Parents: If your child wishes to
attend but needs a ride, please let
us know and we will try to arrange
a carpool. If you want your child to
ride to school with someone other
than yourself, you must let us know
that as well. If you are willing to
drive a carload of kids to either the
middle or high school, that would
be great!
Please contact Pastor Sandra at
336-813-2886 if you have questions or can volunteer with a carpool. Contact Lisa Furches (336301-4727) if you will help cook or
serve breakfast for approximately
15 youth.
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College Students
Here are this year’s addresses for
some of our college students:
Kimberly Beck
University of Georgia
415 Baxter St
Creswell Hall- Room 728-B
Athens, GA 30609-4011
Abby Essick
155 N Alta View Dr, 3-A
Cullowhee, NC 28723
Riley Everhart
PO Box 16704
Boone NC 28608
Sabrina Furches
289 Ambling Way, Apt 716
Boone, NC 28607
Miranda Lineberry
2680 Mulberry Lane
Greenville, NC 27858
Hannah Mercer
Catawba College - 2300 W. Innes St.
Campus Box 92
Salisbury, NC 28144
Justin Newman
2440-303B Centennial Ridge Way
RaleighNC
27603

Congratulations!
Dennis Booth stepped down as
Assistant Dean and was appointed
Director of Graduate Studies for the
UNCSA School of Design and Production
Hannah Mercer’s track career at
Catawba is off to a fast start! She
won the women’s 5k race at the Catawba Chick-fil-A Cross Country
Invitational.
Bella Abood is going to be in the
Lexington Children's Theater's production of Willy Wonka on November 11, 12, and 13.
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Looking Ahead
October 30—
Joint Service
10 AM—preaching
11 AM—Sunday
School
Monday, November 7
Charge Conference
Saturday, December 17
Children’s Program

Carolina Cross
The Mt Olivet youth and adults
will be going to Carolina Cross
Connection. the week of June 18
-24. Campers’ fees are increasing from $135 a person to $160.
This will help cover the cost of
renting a fourth van this year.
The fee may be paid in installments. Please give payments
to Mary Kathryn Patterson or
Lisa Furches.
If you are a rising eighth grader and are interested in going
please contact Mary Kathryn
(mpatterson@lexcs.org )

Youth Sunday
School
Thank you to our wonderful
youth Sunday School leaders,
Becky Lewis, Erica Hege, Suzanne Koontz, Ed Craver, and
Chris Hege, who will be leading our middle school and high
school youth. We look forward
to a great year ahead!
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Tuesday,
Sept 27
9 AM
Hoyt’s

You’re Invited!

Opportunities

Chicken Pie–
Country Ham Supper

God has given each of us different gifts, talents and opportunities.
Our gifts are an important way God
has provided for our ministry together. Are you being called to
one of these opportunities?
Visitation outreach for homebound and those in nursing homes:
This may well be our most enjoyable ministry! If you would like to
be included in a rotation, please
sign the list in the entrance to the
sanctuary.
Bell choir: The bells add much
to our worship services and special
occasions. Whether you are experienced or have never picked up a
handbell, you are invited to join
our bell choir. No musical experience is needed. Contact Missy
Frye at fourfryes4@gmails.com
Liturgists/Children's message:
Can you help lead our Sunday
morning worship services or do the
children’s message at one of our
services every other month or less?
Sign up online at mtolivetumc.net/
lead-in-worship or see Pastor Sandra. Training will be held in the
sanctuary on Sunday, Sept 11, at 4
PM.

Enterprise Moravian
Church
Sept 17
5 PM

Record of
Our Faithfulness
“I will be loyal to the United Methodist Church and support the ministries of Mt. Olivet United Methodist
Church by my prayers, my presence,
my gifts, my service, and my witness.”

By Our Presence
8:35
SS 11:00
Aug 7
61
88
57
Aug 14
60
94
78
Aug 21
64
88
46
Aug 28
64
105
69
We averaged 95 in Sunday
School and 125 in worship service.

By Our Gifts
Regular Offering . . . .$14,965.60
CCC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 788.00
Spiritus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225.00
Youth Fund . . . . . . . . . 600.00
CD Interest . . . . . . . . . . . 680.16
Total Offering . . . . . $17,258.16
Our total regular offerings for
August were $14,965.60, over
$2,000 less than July. With expenses of $16,410.82, we had a
deficit of ($1,445.22). We have
now had deficits for 6 of the 8
months in 2016, which is a disturbing trend. For the year our
total offerings are $122,800.55,
and our total expenses are
$134,806.68, for a loss of
($12,006.13). As you know,
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$7,280 of the deficit was for an
unbudgeted expense of a new heat
pump in the parsonage, but the
other $4,726 is a shortfall in meeting our budget. We have 4 more
months to cover the deficit, which
would require a surplus of $3,000
each month. Our surplus last
month was $2,720, so we can do
it. Please remember that the
church has expenses, whether you
are at church or not, so please try
to make your offering for every
Sunday. As always, thank you all
for your generous givings. May
God bless you!
Charles Craver, Treasurer
.

Board Meeting Set
There will be a meeting of the
Administrative Board on Sunday, September 25, at 4 PM to
approve our 2017 budget and officers.
In preparations for this meeting,
the Finance Committee will meet
at on September 18 at 4 PM, followed by the Trustees at 5 PM.
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Thanks to Kathy Craver for
inviting us into her home for an
awesome night of fellowship
and delicious lasagna dinner,
followed by meeting of prayer
concerns to be lifted up and
planning forthe fall.
BIG event – Bake Sale November 13 in the fellowship hall. Start planning to make room in your
freezer for some of our great fall comfort dishes and
desserts.
Next meeting will be Monday, September 19 at
the parsonage for pizza party. Come join us.
CVaughan

Sing aloud to God our
strength; shout for joy to the
God of Jacob. Raise a song,
sound the timbrel, the sweet
lyre with the harp. Psalm
81:1,2
The autumn brings with it,
yet again, the call of beautiful
holy events and celebrations to
come. There are openings for instrumental preludes and offertories from our young people and
vocal additions, too.
There is a youth program, “Wasn’t That a
Mighty Day” brewing for December, with the inclusion of adult and teen parts in a play that will
end with our junior choirs sharing the good news
to bring the script to a glorious climatic end.
There’s another option for the parents as far as
rehearsals in hopes of getting more kids at these
weekly practices —Wednesday or Thursday evenings in the choir room with 4 year olds through 5th
graders at 5:45 PM to 6:15 PM and then 6th graders
through the teens at 6:15 PM through 6:45 PM.
Adult rehearsals remain the same with Early
Service Choir on Tuesday evenings at the church
and Late Service Choir on Wednesday evenings at
the Knox home. Cantata ideas are being drawn up
for these chancel teams; dates have not been established.
kknox
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Andrew Bauer, Kyndal Leonard, Hudson Hege,
Lily Craver

Preschool to Kindergarten
Lily Craver
Hudson Hege
Kyndal Leonard
Kenziee Mattews
Kindergarten to WoRM
Adalyn Hill
Britt Sink

WoRM to Middle School
Andrew Bauer
Myles Brown
Saylor Jackson
Middle to High School
Kaleb Brown
Lara Duffey
Jake Eads
Mason Everhart

This month we are continuing our study of the Fruit of
the Spirit by studying faithfulness and the story of King
Josiah as found in 2 Kings 21-22 and 2 Chronicles 34:12; 14-32. Our key verses are “To have faith is to be sure
of things we hope for, to be certain of the things we
cannot see” (Hebrews 11:1) and “Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If you love me, you will do as I command.’” (John 14:15)
Our key concepts are (1)Sometimes even good people
cannot overcome evil, but it is important to follow God
under all circumstances. (2) Josiah’s reforms paved the
way for much of the Hebrew scripture that we have today. (3) Personal morals matter.
Our goal is that the children will (1) Know that others are influenced by our faithfulness to God. (2) Feel a
desire to do what is right at all times. (3) Respond by
asking God to lead in everything we do.
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Letter from the Stewardship Committee
Dear Mt. Olivet,
Over the past several years, our church members have done a fabulous job of beautifying both the exterior and
interior of our church.
In Phase I, members volunteered their talents to make the exterior of our building more inviting to members and
visitors alike. Shrub trimming, bed weeding, pine needles and mulch have really spruced up the outside of our
church.
In Phase II, much work was accomplished in the sanctuary, bathrooms, Adult Sunday School classrooms, and
fellowship hall. New coats of paint, updated bathrooms, and beautiful new flooring make the spaces we most visit
in the church better places to worship and fellowship together.
Time is now upon us to embark on Phase III, which focuses on the parts of the church where some of our most
valuable members (the children) spend their time. The third floor, home to our elementary, middle, and high school
classes, is in need of beautification similar to that in our adult classrooms. Painting and carpet cleaning in the hall
and elementary classrooms are the top priorities, but general cleaning and maintenance are needed in all.
If this is an endeavor in which you would like to participate, please contact a member of the Stewardship Committee. We will work with interested parties to form teams that can accomplish specific tasks in time frames that
work best for the participating members.
WORSHIPING GOD, LOVING & SERVING OTHERS, SHARING THE GOOD NEWS
Thank you,
The Stewardship Committee
(Alice Johnson, Chair, Pastor Sandra Ireson, Sue Anderson, Charles Craver, Joe Craver, Pat Craver, Susan Craver, Jeremy Mabe, Linda Mitchell, Kayla Newman, Barbara Teal)

Our Mt. Olivet youth group is
looking forward to the upcoming
2016-2017 youth year! We are
looking to live into our youth mission statement to “grow in Christ,
learn through Christ’s examples,
and spread our Christian faith
through our work in the community” over this upcoming year. We
welcome rising 6th graders through
rising 12th graders and their families to our Kick-Off on Sunday,
September 11.
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Please Remember in Prayer
Danny Abbott
Maxine Anderson
Matt Arnsdorf
Brenda Barker
Jennifer Beck
Reid & Peggy Black
Bob Below
Matthew Berry
Jeff Berry
Betty Brown
Heather Brown
Norma Brown
Jessica Bryan
Joe Burleson
Otha Bumgarner
Ronnie Caudill
Barbara Chesnut
Joyce Chesnut
Charlotte Clodfelter

Donna Clodfelter
Ruby Cook
Brodie Curtis
Betty Craver
Elaine Craver
Kitty Craver
Michael John Craver
Olivia Craver
Rick Craver
Richard Craver
Paul Evans
Brad Everhart
Amy Faulkner
Mary Fishel
Marian Funderburke
Indy Furches
Tritsan Fuller
Trecia Gibson

Carol Hiers
Lynne Hege
Paula Hosey
Bill Huneycutt
Brenna Husel
Gene Husel
Melissa Jessup
Doug Kirk
Mackenzie Krumroy
Judith Kurtzrock
Ollie Kyzar
Mike Lambros
Larry Lineberry
Jacob Little
Ray Little
Carolyn Long
Ann McMahan
Len Mashburn

Larry McAlpine
Hinton Meyer
Tommy Mitchell
Melissa Myers
Mabel Molinaro
Sheila Nance
JoAnne New
Dorthine Oakley
Greg Nifong
Bryson Patyk
Julia Peele
Cindy Peele
Adalyn Peeler
Danielle Phillips
Emmett Pope
Sue Rackard
Penny Reid
Wayne Runkle

Patty Scott
Donese Sink
Lannie Sink
Ollie Sironen
Sandy Smith
Alda Stanley
Brooke Stark
Trevor Staup
Angel Thompson
Rachel Thompson
Barbara Trivette
Meggi Wassiler
Debbie Weaver
Larry Weaver
Jeanette Wilhelmi
Martha Wilson
Gerald Wimmer
Ray Woosley
Shirley Wyatt

Lessons from LEGOS
The following [is an excerpt from] on "All I Ever Needed to Know I Learned From LEGOs"by Steve Klusmeyer:
"Life might be less complicated for all of us if we each received our own LEGO kit at birth. Yes, I realize there is a
choking hazard for children under three. But when you are old enough, you can learn a lot from LEGOs. I have learned
that:
~ All LEGO men are created equal (1.5625 inches tall). What they become is limited only by imagination.
~ There is strength in numbers. When the bricks stick together, great things can be accomplished.
~ Playtime is important. Sometimes it doesn't matter what you are building, as long as you're having fun.
~ Disaster happens. But the pieces can be put back together again.
~ Every brick has a purpose. Some are made for a specific spot - most can adapt almost anywhere - but every one will fit
somewhere.
~ No one is indispensable. If one brick is unavailable, another can take its place.
~ It doesn't always turn out as planned. Sometimes it turns out better. If it doesn't, you can always try again.
I thought about each of these statements as it relates to the church. Some of the statements apply more than others. For example, unity is a biblical concept. When Christians stick together, great things can be accomplished (and color truly doesn't matter!).
And it is an important biblical truth that every Christian has a purpose. As Paul describes it in I Corinthians 12 using
the analogy of a human body, some of us are eyes, some are hands, still others are feet, but we all have a purpose and a
role.
But while it is technically true that "no one is indispensable", the teaching of scripture is that each one of us is needed
and the body suffers greatly if we don't do our part (I Cor. 12:20-22)
The greatest comparison between Legos and Christianity, though, is that we are indeed a building shaped by God's
own hand. And every Christian is a part of that building -- not a plastic building block, but a "living stone":
"As you come to him, the living Stone -- rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him -- you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ." (I Peter 2:4-5) Alan Smith, Thought for the Day

SEPTEMBER—OCTOBER 2016
Sun

Mon

11

Tue

12

Wed

Thu

13

14

Fri

15

Sat

16

17

Worship
Training
Youth Group
Kick-off
Stewardship
Committee
Ned Craver

18

Mike Foster
Justin
Barringer

Indy Furches

Hubie Craver

19

20

21

22

23

24

Lay
Leadership
Finance
Committee

Kaylee Beck
Cindy Jones
Wilson Teal

Len Mashburn

Trustees

25

26

27

28

29

30

Brandon
Woosley

1

Admin
Board
Johnny
Johnson
Lindsey Harmon

Brenda Woosley

2

3

Charles Craver

Scott Craver

9

10

Billy
Augsburger

Jo Hege

4

5

6

Avery Garmon

11

12

Jacque Perryman

Ian Tannehill

7

8

Edward Craver

Deb Cruz

Marc Stokes

Bill Garrison

13

14

15

Charge
Conference
Torrey Booth
Jonathan Crav-

Shana Harmon
Jarrett Duffey
Joe Craver

Jane
Zimmerman

er

Bonnie Beck
Chris Musgrave

Britt Sink

Ronnie MillerDonnie Miller

Kayla Newman

Sundays, 8:15AM—Early service choir practice, choir room; 6 PM—youth; Mondays, 6:45 AM—KickStart; 6:30-8:30 PM—
scouts; Tuesdays, 6:30 PM—Early Service Choir; Wednesdays, 5:45-PM —6:15—Children's Choir; 6:15-6:45—youth
choir; 7:30 PM —11 o’clock choir, Knox home; Sundays, 8:00AM—Early service choir, choir room;

2016 CCC Campers
GREETERS
LITURGIST
Sept 11 8:45 Hubert &
Sept 11 8:45 Pat Craver
Rosemary Hege
11:00 Linda Mitchell
11:00 Bonnie Beck,
Sept 18 8:45 Danny Hedrick
Libby Leonard
11:00 Lisa Foster
Sept 18 8:45 Janis &
Sept 25 8:45 Linda Mashburn
Courtney Troutman
11:00 Christy Chesnut
11:00 Mike & Lisa Foster
Oct 2
8:45 Kaye Powers
Sept 25 8:45 Len, Heather, Jacob Hege
11:00 Jim Bumgarner
11:00 Dan & Sally Hosey
Oct 9
8:45 Susan Craver
Oct 2
8:45 Bruce Salley
11:00 Jim Knox
11:00 Gary & Mary K Patterson
Oct 16 8:45 Alice Johnson
Oct 9
8:45 Mike & Charlene Craver
11:00 Linda Mitchell
11:00 Trish & Gray Hutchens
Grayson & Britt Sink
Oct 16 8:45 Shirley Hedrick
11:00 Danny & Penny Beck
ACOLYTES
Oct 23 8:45 Ben Hege
Sept
11 8:45 Grayson Frye
11:00 Christy Chesnut
11:00 Madison Bumgarner
Sept 18 8:45 Oscar Rios Sanchez
11:00 Olivia West
Sept 25 8:45 Ethan Whitt
GREATER THINGS
11:00 Levi Jackson
Sept 15— Believers and
Oct 2
8:45 Hannah Mercer
Friends of Fellowship
11:00 Sydney Bumgarner
Sept 20—Bruce Salley Class
Oct 9
8:45 Mia Mercer
Sept 29—Believers and
11:00 Avery Garman
Friends of Fellowship
Oct 16 8:45 Cam Mercer
Oct 18 —New Beginnings
11:00 Caitlyn Bauer

FLOWERS
Sept 11 Jean Marsh
Sept 18 Carla Humphries
Sept 25 Bruce Woosley Family
Oct 2
Charles & Kathy Craver
Oct 9
Cheryl Vaughan,
Sheila Templeton

NURSERY
Sept 11 8:45
11:00
Sept 18 8:45
11:00
Sept 25 8:45
11:00
Oct 2
8:45
11:00
Oct 9
8:45
11:00
Oct 16
8:45
11:00

Lynn Lemly
Michelle Powers
Lynette Wikle
Jennifer Craver
Amy Mercer
Linda Mitchell
Emily Hedrick
Lisa Foster
Cindy Zimmerman
Barbara Teal
Janis Faye Troutman
Mary K Patterson

SHELTER VOLUNTEERS Overnight—
Bill Huneycutt, Charles Craver

