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a community-based organization supporting the long-term stewardship of claremont canyon

FALL 2018   News

Vice-president’s column  
by Jon Kaufman

as many of you may 
know, our Conservancy 
president Tim Wallace  
was seriously injured 
while crossing Telegraph 
Avenue in a crosswalk. I 
am pleased to report that 
he is doing well, main-
taining his alert mind and 
engaging personality while 
recuperating. He is deter-

mined to get his 90-year old body back in shape and 
resume his column in our Spring 2019 issue.

The Conservancy continues its vigorous 
activity to maintain and restore native vegetation, 
improve the trail network, conduct bird walks 
and increase wildfire safety in the canyon. We are 
looking forward to our annual meeting on Sun-
day, November 11. Our featured speakers, UC 
forestry professors Joe R. McBride and Bill C. 
Stewart and native plant expert Glen Schneider 
are sure to be of great interest to our members 
and friends. Turn to the back page for a summa-
ry of the event and page 6 for details about our 
speakers. 

I am pleased to report that our teams of ded-
icated volunteers continue to maintain the net-
work of trails in both the Garber Park and upper 
canyon areas. Those trails are in great shape and 
can be reached at the trailheads along Claremont 
Avenue and at Four Corners. There are trail maps 
to guide you posted at Garber Park, at Signposts 
27 and 29, at Four Corners, and now on Russell 
between Claremont and Domingo as well. 

Everyone is most welcome to join our stew-
ardship efforts. Normally, the Garber Park Stew-
ards meet on the third Saturday of each month 

and the upper canyon volunteers meet at Signpost 
29 on the fourth Saturday. But look at the monthly 
Conservancy email and on our website for details 
as the schedule is subject to change. 

In addition we will be supervising a group 
of Cal students on their Berkeley Project Day 
November 3rd.

One sad note: A gorgeous old oak tree was 
discovered to be afflicted with Sudden Oak Death 
by our volunteers Bob Strayer and Josh Borkows-
ki. The tree is located on the Willow Trail between 
the first two creek crossings as you go up from 
the lower end of the trail. Sudden Oak Death or 
SOD is a pathogen that is taking a toll on many 
oak trees in the Bay Area with no known cure 
once it takes hold. We have reported the tree to 
UC, which owns the property, and they will take 
appropriate action.

We look forward to seeing you on the trail and 
at our annual meeting.
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Bob Strayer checks out canyon trails on the recently installed 
trail map at the corner of Domingo and Claremont Avenue.
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please join us for stewardship events in Claremont 
Canyon throughout the fall and winter months: 
once a month (third Saturday) in Garber Park led 
by Shelagh Brodersen of the Garber Park Stewards 
and once a month in the upper canyon (fourth Satur-
day) led by Jon Kaufman and other Conservancy 
members. All levels of fitness are welcome. Watch 
for the monthly emails or check the Conservancy 
website for added events and to see where to meet. 
We usually meet at the Claremont Avenue entrance 
when working in Garber Park and at signpost 29 for 
main canyon events. Events are scheduled for 
10 AM till noon. When volunteering, please wear 
long sleeves, long pants, sturdy shoes and a hat. If 
you have gloves, please bring those too but we’ll 
have extras. For Garber Park events contact Gar-
berParkStewards@gmail.com. For all other events 
contact info@ClaremontCanyon.org. 

ADDITIONAL WALKS AND WORKSHOPS

Saturday, November 3, The Berkeley Project, 9 
AM - 1 PM, Bob Strayer and Josh Borkowski will 
lead a group of Cal students for a field day of trail 
work and weed removal. Additional volunteers are 
welcome. Meet at Signpost 29. We will talk about the 
Conservancy’s restoration efforts in this part of the 
Canyon—and then get right to work! Tools and lunch 
provided. More details on our website.

Saturday, December 8—The Birds of Claremont 
Canyon, 8-11 AM, led by Dave Quady, Audubon 
Christmas Bird Count Leader for Claremont Canyon. 

Join us to look 
for winter birds 
in Claremont 
Canyon. Dave 
will also lead a 
special owling 
adventure in the 
wee morning 
hours, followed 
by a break for 
breakfast. Join 
us for one walk 
or both.

Owling (December 8), 4:30-6:30 AM. Meet at the 
trailhead on the north side of Claremont Avenue 
(Signpost 28), about one half mile uphill from the 
Alvarado Road intersection. After a brief owling 
lesson, we’ll listen for owls at a couple of locations 
in the canyon. We will walk a little, but mostly stand 
quietly in the dark and listen. Owling is chancy: we 
hope to hear an owl or two; if we’re lucky we may 
see one. Rain or high wind cancels.

Daytime Bird Walk (December 8), 8 AM. Meet at 
the top of the canyon at Four Corners (the Claremont 
Avenue/Fish Ranch Road/Grizzly Peak Boulevard 
intersection). We will drive to a couple of locations 
to sample different habitats in search of resident and 
migrant birds. Rain or high wind cancels.

Call Dave at 704-9353 before 9:00 PM on Friday, 
December 7 if you’re unsure whether the walks will run 
in light of the next day’s weather forecast. Dress warm-
ly and bring binoculars, field guide and flashlight (for 
owling).

Claremont Canyon is the largest relatively undeveloped 
canyon on the western slope of the Oakland/Berkeley
hills. Most of the canyon’s watershed is owned by
the East Bay Regional Park District, the University of
California, the East Bay Municipal Utility District and 
the City of Oakland, with about one-fifth in private hands.

The Claremont Canyon Conservancy promotes the long-term 
stewardship of the entire watershed, coordinated among the 
stakeholders to preserve or restore a healthy native ecosystem, 
reduce wildfire hazards, and foster education and research.

Join the Conservancy:
Founding Sponsor: $1,000 over 10 years.
Family Membership: $50 per year.
Student or Limited Income: $25 per year.

Contact Us:
PO Box 5551, Berkeley CA 94705, 510-843-2226
Email: info@ClaremontCanyon.org
Website: www.ClaremontCanyon.org

The Board of Directors: L.Tim Wallace, President;
Jon Kaufman, Vice President, Marilyn Goldhaber, Secretary; 
Josh Borkowski, Steve Holtzman, Jerry Kent, Nancy 
Mueller, and Bob Strayer, Members-at-Large.

Advisory Board: Tom Klatt, Joe Engbeck, and Dick White

Treasurer: Kay Loughman

The Claremont Canyon Conservancy News is edited by 
Marilyn Goldhaber and Kay Loughman. 

STEWARDSHIP IN THE CANYON
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Cheryl Schleifer and Janet Gawthrop clear the trail of 
Algerian ivy and erharta grass in Garber Park. 

Community events in Garber Park a 
tremendous success by Shelagh Brodersen

walking the trails in garber park became just a little 
easier–and safer–thanks to the wonderful turnout and hard 
work for our first ever Earth Week, April 18-22. That’s 
right! Our activities extended over nearly a week, not just 
a single day. In five days, 41 volunteers contributed 123 
hours clearing trails of debris and overgrowth, rebuilding 
a creek crossing and putting in erosion controls along the 
creek. We even installed a new bench with a bay view, 
thanks to Bob Strayer’s competent guidance. Thanks also 
to Janet Gawthrop of the California Native Plant Society 
who helped lead our nature walk. 

We had another great, multi-day turn-out last month 
for Creek-to-Bay weekend, September 15-16. Our focus 
was on fall clean up for fire safety. In two days our vol-
unteers hauled out piles of dead brush, dead tree limbs, 
and eucalyptus debris that had accumulated over the last 
few years.  

Thank you to everyone who participated in these 
community events—and to all the GarberPark Stewards 
who help out year-round at our little gem of a park at the 
base of Claremont Canyon.

if you haven’t yet experienced Claremont 
Canyon by foot, there is a treat in store for 
you. Much of the canyon’s trails are steep 
and rocky, however, so sturdy legs and 
good shoes are a must. 

Even the densely forested Garber 
Park (photo right, below) on the canyon’s 
north-facing slope is quite steep. North-fac-
ing slopes are often shaded and moist, 
while south and west-facing slopes, like 
along the Stonewall-Panoramic Ridge Trail 
(photo to the right), are usually dry and 
rocky. The Conservancy has placed six trail 
maps throughout Claremont Canyon. To 
view and download the map and descrip-
tion of trails, go to the MAP/TRAILS tab 
at claremontcanyon.org.

Claremont Canyon by foot
by Marilyn Goldhaber

Conservancy board members Josh Borkowski and Jon Kaufman check 
out the condition of the Stonewall-Panoramic Ridge Trail at its steepest 
spot known as “heartbreak hill.” The board asked that the Park District 
consider grading and switchbacks at this location.
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last may the city of oakland released for public 
comment the first draft of its vegetation management 
plan to reduce wildfire risk in 1,400 acres of city-
owned parks and open spaces. The Conservancy, 
together with other local organizations, including 
the Oakland Firesafe Council and the North Hills 
Community Association, sent Oakland back to the 
drawing board to include specific recommendations 
and cost estimates on a park-by-park basis. Oakland 
agreed to consider this request, as well as others, 
such as removing eucalyptus along ridge lines. Oak-
land intends to have a final plan ready in December. 

Park-specific information and cost estimates 
are essential to set the stage for an environmental 
impact report. These data also will be needed in 
case of a future ballot measure that would create for 
hill residents something similar to the 2003 Wildfire 
Prevention Assessment District, now defunct. When 
it comes time to vote, residents need to know where 
their tax dollars will go and that the projects will 
bring about desired results.

this year, an exceptionally large number of destruc-
tive fires have occurred in Northern California. The 
causes were well publicized: 1) an on-going drought, 
2) abnormally hot weather, 3) electric power lines, 4) 
sparks from vehicles along roadsides, 5) campfires, 
6) arson, and 7) the underlying condition of homes 
encroaching into woodland and other natural areas.

We have heard much about the heroic efforts of 
firefighters, and they deserve our respect and admira-
tion, but less about how to prevent wildfires in the first 
place. Clearly, there is room in the public policy arena 
for stepped-up leadership. We know, in retrospect, that 
too many homes were built in high risk areas, prompt-
ed by pent up demand and the natural inclination of 
public officials to yield to development. Given that 
homes are now in place, what should we do?

A generation ago the Hills Emergency Forum, 
a consortium of firefighting agencies in the East 
Bay Hills, was created to address this very problem. 

Wildland-urban interface fire prevention: 
who is in charge?  
by Jon Kaufman

Oakland’s vegetation management plan 
needs improvement
by Sue Piper and Jon Kaufman

Goat grazing is popular with the public but when goats are not 
managed thoughtfully they can be detrimental to the landscape: 
stripping bark from tender trees, pulling up perennial grasses, 
and trampling the soil. In 2006 (picture above) we asked the 
Park District to replace goat grazing at sensitive locations with 
human workers who could be more discriminating. So far, we are 
pleased the District has obliged.

The Forum was charged with developing a plan of 
action to protect communities at the wildland-urban 
interface and beyond. Regrettably, little leadership 
emerged from this organization and today HEF is 
more of a clearinghouse for existing agency execu-
tives, with no full-time staff, no real budget, and no 
authority to act.

I believe, as do many of my colleagues involved 
in wildfire prevention, that the East Bay Hills need 
a regional wildfire prevention management district 
with jurisdiction over public and private land—with 
an adequate budget, a science-based plan of action, 
and the authority to implement that plan. Like the 
Bay Area Air Quality Management District, with the 
power to curb air pollution, we need a similar agen-
cy for Alameda and Contra Costa Counties to limit 
the risk of wildfire in our hills and beyond. I urge 
our state legislators to create this agency now.
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i attended a meeting in san ramon last July to 
learn about PG&E’s new community wildfire safety 
program. I came as a skeptic but left pleased with their 
plan, especially after talking one-on-one with PG&E’s 
East Bay Division senior manager Vitaly Tyurin.

The expectation is that with improved readiness 
and early detection future wildfires in Alameda 
County will be more containable than was the 
firestorm of 1991. That historic fire ravaged our hills 
in six hours and was stoppable only when the wind 
changed. No such destructive, severe wildfires have 
traveled so quickly elsewhere in California. 

The recent PG&E flier sent to all of our homes 
outlines elements of their program:
. 
PG&E is taking many impressive, needed steps to 
improve our safety in high risk areas: 

PG&E’s community wildfire safety program
by Robert Sieben, MD 

PG&E will turn off electric power lines only if their 
Operations Center identifies extreme fire danger, in 
which case they promise to provide the following: 

In the unlikely event that power is off for days: The 
public will need to cope by taking the precautions 
already recommended for the expected major 
earthquake on the Hayward fault. With disaster 
preparedness in place most people won’t need a gas-
run generator. I recommend purchasing an inexpensive 
charger. There are many available that can be charged 
every few months, then used in an emergency to power 
work lights, USB ports and cell phones.

Dr. Sieben is chair of wildfire prevention at Hiller 
Highlands, Phase V.

• New, fully staffed Operations Center for real-time 
monitoring of wildfire risks (wind, humidity, etc.) 
• 200 new weather stations 
• Powerline clearances increased from 4 to 12+ ft 
• Certain wood poles replaced with non-wood 
• Stronger, coated powerlines and other technical 
fixes. 

• Early notification through automated calls, texts 
and emails using information you file at pge.com
• Personal calls to customers with critical needs 
(critical needs status must be pre-registered by 
phone—call 800-743-5000)
• PG&E will inspect/restore power lines at first 
light in most cases
• Areas where PG&E lines are already 
underground will likely have power restored 
quickly.

FEMA update: Directly 
across the road from 
Signpost 29 (center of photo) 
are the remaining eucalyptus 
slated for removal on UC 
land in Claremont Canyon. 
UC is currently negotiating 
with FEMA to get funds 
returned so their wildfire 
safety program can move 
forward. Trees seen along 
the ridgeline (top of photo) 
are on EBMUD property. 
These are being thinned over 
time as an alternative to 
complete removal.
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the annual meeting of the Claremont Canyon 
Conservancy will be held in the Skyline Room on the 
second floor of the Claremont Hotel. All are invited 
to attend free of charge (see back page). After light 
refreshments and brief updates from the board we will 
hear from our invited speakers.

We are pleased to welcome Joe McBride, Bill 
Stewart and Glen Schneider, who will present the var-
ious pieces to the puzzle needed to create a safer envi-
ronment in the East Bay Hills. Last year’s devastating 
wildfires in north bay counties prompted a multi-fac-
eted response—in government (see next page), in 
academia and at the community level, including in 
environmental organizations such as ours. 

We will hear from our speakers about the histo-
ry of fires in East Bay Hills, post-fire planning, and 
responses occurring right now.

Joe R. McBride, PhD: Dr. McBride taught courses at 
UC in forest ecology and urban forestry in the depart-
ments of Forestry and Landscape Architecture. His 
research focused on the impacts of land use on patterns 
of forest succession, role of urban forests in the 
reduction of air pollutants, and studies of the composi-

tion, structure, and function of 
urban forests in cities around 
the world. For 44 years, 
Professor McBride led field 
labs in our own Claremont 
Canyon for his forestry and 
landscape architecture stu-

Annual Meeting November 11, 4-6 PM
by Marilyn Goldhaber

dents. Since retirement he has conducted research on 
the future impact of drought and climate change on 
street trees in California.

William C. Stewart, PhD:  Bill Stewart is a Coop-
erative Extension Forestry Specialist and Co-Direc-
tor of Berkeley Forests at UC Berkeley. He special-
izes in the economic aspects of forest management, 
reforestation programs, fuels and fire management, 

and climate change mitigation 
strategies involving forests 
and forest products. He has 
published articles and book 
chapters on these topics and 
conducts outreach to inter-
ested groups throughout the 

state. Dr. Stewart studied at both Stanford and UC 
Berkeley earning degrees in earth sciences and forest 
economics and policy. 

Glen Schneider: Glen Schneider leads a botanical 
restoration effort called the Skyline Gardens Project 
as part of a partnership between the California 
Native Plant Society and EBMUD. An East Bay 
native, Glen grew up in a local nursery family and 
has been a native plant landscape designer/builder 
for over 40 years—his own garden in Berkeley is 
on the Bringing Back the Natives garden tour every 
year. This year Glen received a Jefferson Foundation 
Award for outstanding public service. 

the skyline gardens project is a combination 
botanical survey and restoration project in the 
Skyline Trail area of the Oakland–Berkeley Hills. 
The purpose is to document the native flora and 

Skyline Gardens
Courtesy of the Skyline Gardens Welcome Letter
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California State Legislature takes wildfire 
seriously  by Marilyn Goldhaber

on september 21, governor brown signed into law 
sweeping legislation to improve California’s ability to 

address the threat of catastrophic wildfire. The main 
bill, SB 901, allocates $1 billion through 2024 for 
programs and grants to fire departments, cities, coun-
ties and regional organizations, like the East Bay Re-
gional Park District. Cal Fire will distribute the funds, 
which come from California’s “cap-and-trade” tax on 
the electrical power industry and other industries that 
produce significant amounts of greenhouse gases. 

SB 901 and two other bills, SB 1260 and AB 
2911, also signed into law, target wildfire preven-
tion, emergency response, and increased fire fighting 
capabilities. (The red flag alerts which many of us 
now receive on our phones are a result of these bills.) 
The bills call for enhanced programs for preventive 
tree and brush clearing—including increased use of 
prescribed fires. Existing rules were loosened in some 
cases to ease the lengthy permitting process for forest 
and landscape work. 

An additional two dozen smaller wildfire-relat-
ed bills were passed the same day. Most were util-
ity- or insurance-related. Some were in support of 
firefighters and their families. One bill of interest to 
our neighborhood, SB 969, requires manufacturers 
of garage door openers to include emergency back-
up batteries. In the case of a power outage during an 
emergency (see Dr. Sieben’s article on page 5) people 
can readily exit their garages to evacuate.

Skyline Gardens looking east toward Mt Diablo, Photo courtesy the Skyline Gardens Project, www.skylinegardens.org.

to remove invasive plants to restore the full native 
ecological diversity of the area. 

Skyline Gardens is the section of EBMUD land 
between Tilden’s Steam Trains and the Caldecott 
Tunnel (Hwy 24). This is the most botanically rich 
area of its size (about 250 acres) in the entire East 
Bay. A total of 276 native species have been identified 
so far, 18 newly discovered this past year. There are 
more native species here than at Huckleberry Regional 
Preserve (166 species), Claremont Canyon Regional 
Preserve (177 species), Mitchell Canyon (127 species), 
and even the Mt. Diablo Summit zone (125 species).

Because of the high density of native plants, this 
is a great place to botanize, learn, and observe—not 
only species, but how they behave, associate, and 
evolve in plant communities. As a result of invasive 
removals in the area (thistles, hemlock, etc.) and some 
eucalyptus removal, natives are regenerating. Plants 
not catalogued in 100 years are popping up. 

Workdays led by Glen Schneider are held twice 
weekly, Sunday mornings and one afternoon a week 
for three plus hours each.
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THE  CLAREMONT  CANYON  CONSERVANCY
Dear Friends and Neighbors 

Please join us on

Sunday, November 11, 2018, 4-6 PM

The Claremont Hotel 

Skyline Room

   Annual Meeting

      Reception        4:00 PM 
   Presentations     4:30 PM 
    Open Forum      5:30 PM

  
UC Professors Joe McBride and William C. Stewart 

and Skyline Gardens Director Glen Schneider
 

“The history of fire and post-fire planning in the East Bay Hills.” 

Refreshments and wine bar. Invite a friend or neighbor.

RSVP: info@ClaremontCanyon.org or call 510-843-2226

P.O. Box 5551
Berkeley CA 94705

www.ClaremontCanyon.org


