A Celebration
			 of Women
past, present and future
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tonight to realise that it is the women who
work in beauty who will shape the future
of this industry. But it still bugs me that we
are often dismissed as being somehow
fluffy and inconsequential. Let’s not forget
that in these tough economic times, where
we are all too aware of the cost of living,
the beauty industry is, to a large degree,
recession busting. Our future looks bright
and beautiful.

Tonight’s CEW(UK) Achiever Awards is a
true celebration of women; not only the
iconic pioneers who helped create and
shape the beauty business we all know
and love today, but the future leaders who,
right now, are breaking beauty boundaries
with their exciting new companies, ideas,
products and events.
I have been a journalist for 25 years and
remember very clearly the first official
beauty bash that I went to. It was the late
Eighties and an annual ball to celebrate the
contribution that the British beauty industry,
its retailers, buyers, sales teams and all
important consumers, played to the, then
fast growing, economy. I remember being
cheered by the sight of so many women
helping to drive such successful businesses.
But as we all turned to the top table where
the speeches were about to begin, there sat
fifteen or so distinctly middle aged (possibly
older) men; the Managing Directors and
GM’s of the biggest companies. ‘Where
are the women?’ I naively asked the person
sitting next to me. ‘We create, sell, market,
promote, write about and, yes, use most of
the beauty products that make this industry
so successful, so why is everyone in charge
a man?’
I am immensely glad to say things are
changing. There are now more women
GM’s, Creators, Founders and MDs than
ever before (but still not enough I say) and
you only have to look around the room
CEW(UK) 18

But we can’t look to the future without
celebrating the past. There are four women
upon whose shoulders we all stand; our
founding mothers; Helena Rubinstein,
Elizabeth Arden, Estée Lauder and Mary
Kay. These women truly laid the foundations
of the industry as we know it today and
tonight we pay homage to them all.
Not surprisingly, we are also honouring
our present tonight; our 2012 Achievers
include Janet Saunders, GM of Clinique,
Roisin Donnelly Corporate Marketing
Director at P&G and, of course, Chairman
of CEW(UK), Jo Walker from The Perfume
Shop and Alice Hart-Davis journalist and
founder of Good Things Skincare.
As to the future, our Members’ Achiever
Award Finalists for 2012 include the
talented and driven team at Balance Me,
director Sian Jones, and co- founders Clare
and Rebecca Hopkins; Analisa Ariss,
creator of Maddi Alexander; Lizzie Ostrom,
aka Odette Toilette, founder of Scratch
+Sniff Events, and Nicola Elliott founder of
NEOM Organics.
This year we are also awarding three
Special Industry Awards: to Carlotta
Jacobson, the President of CEW Inc. for 13
years and to Françoise Montenay, President
of CEW France since 1994. In CEW(UK)’s
20th Anniversary year, it is fitting to honour
these women for their long term commitment
to CEW and to the wonderful organisations
they have built. We are also honouring
Kenneth Green - not only one of the most
popular men in beauty, but surely the most
fragrant honorary "beauty queen" here
tonight. I know personally that without his
eye and nose for great scents, my perfume

features would be far less interesting and
my bathroom shelf, less laden with luxury.
It is a reflection of the broad spectrum of
CEW(UK)’s members that all of this year’s
nominees and winners are so diverse; yet
they have so much in common. Most are
busy working mothers who juggle career,
family and employees. I thought some of
the most telling answers on their
questionnaires - they are printed in full within
this brochure - were the ones that referenced
their daily beauty regime; those precious
few minutes between bed and boardroom
where they also have to cope with children,
partners, pets and traffic. ‘Working full time
and doing the morning school run, it has
to be fast and efficient,’ admits Roisin. ‘My
morning routine has to
be efficient, quick and reliable; I need to
be done and ready in 15 minutes,’ says
Janet. But trust a journalist to really tell it
like it is. ‘A quick shower, the latest magic
serum and some tinted sunscreen and
I’m done,’ says Alice. ‘Most days, I cook
breakfast for the children and walk the
dog before I do anything else, and they’re
not fussy how I look.’ Is it any wonder that
the beauty industry is doing so well when
we demand so much from our few trusted
beauty buys?
Finally we are awarding a posthumous
Lifetime Achiever Award to Anita Roddick,
a much long overdue award. I remember
when I first started as a journalist meeting
Anita and being inspired and energised by
simply being in her presence and listening
to her passion and creativity at work. She is
very sadly missed but remains an inspiration
to anyone who truly believes that the beauty
industry is not only about making women
look good but feel good too.
And as this is a special year for London
we could not end it without creating a
special 20th Anniversary Achiever Award
to be given to Olympic gold medallist and
current Strictly Come Dancing star Victoria
Pendleton MBE, who somehow manages
to do what most working women want to
do - look great whilst working and winning.
Now that is an inspiration to us all.

The Founding
Mothers

of The Beauty Industry
Some Words of Wisdom and an Affectionate Anecdote
Courtesy of Master Perfumer - Roja Dove

Elizabeth Arden 1878 - 1966

“Repetition makes a reputation and
reputation makes customers”
EstÉe Lauder 1908 - 2004

Elizabeth Arden

“The lingering scent of a beautiful woman
is one of those memories that unaccountably
live forever. One day, when Youth Dew first
appeared on the market, I hailed a taxi.
“Lady, you smell good. Is that Youth Dew?”
said the taxi driver.
“How in the world do you know that?” I asked.
“Last week a lady opened a bottle and put
it on. It was so nice I said I wouldn’t charge
her for the fare if she gave me the bottle for
my wife. She did - it’s the best there is. You
smell so good I hate to see you leave - but I’m
afraid I have to charge you for the fare.”
“Of course,” I said. “Just keep buying that
Youth Dew.” I handed him the fare and a big
tip. “By the way, I’m Estée Lauder” said I.
“By the way, I’m Cary Grant” said he, and
drove off.

Estée Lauder

Mary Kay 1918 - 2001

Helena Rubinstein 1870 - 1965

“The speed of the leader is the speed
of the gang”

“There are no ugly women, only
lazy ones”

Mary Kay

Helena Rubinstein
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