AMST 200-01 | Latina/o Studies

Fall 2014

Latina/o Studies
Professor
Marisol LeBrón / lebronm@dickinson.edu
Time and Location
Monday and Thursday: 1:30pm – 2:45pm
Denny 311
Office Hours
Tuesday, 2:30PM – 4:30PM
Office Location
Denny Hall 10A
Photo Credit: Favianna Rodriguez

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course will examine historical and contemporary examples of Latina/o political, social, and cultural
practices in the United States through an interdisciplinary lens. We will explore the transnational nature of
Latinidad and how Latina/o culture and identity is shaped by power relations and socio-political
dynamics both in the United States as well as in countries of origin. This course will begin with
discussions of what constitutes Latino/a identity and what constitutes Latino/a studies, laying the
foundation for the analytical work we will do for the remainder of the semester. We will turn to themes
ranging from colonialism and conquest, to sexuality and gender, to transnationalism and immigration, to
race, poverty, and spatial inequality, to language, music, and media representations. Within each section
of the course, students will be asked to articulate their thoughts via both written work and class
participation, creating a classroom environment wherein students collectively think through the politics,
histories, and implications of Latina/o identity.
COURSE MATERIALS
Lisa García Bedolla, Latino Politics (Cambridge, UK: Polity Press, 2009).
Cristina Beltrán, The Trouble With Unity: Latino Politics and the Creation of Identity, (Oxford, UK:
Oxford University Press, 2010).
Gina M. Pérez, Frank A. Guridy, and Adrian Burgos Jr., eds., Beyond El Barrio: Everyday Life in
Latina/o America (New York: New York University Press, 2010).
Victor M. Rios, Punished: Policing the Lives of Black and Latino Boys (New York: New York University
Press, 2011).
All other reading material for this course will be available through Moodle [marked *]. You are expected
to print out these readings and bring them to class.
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EXPECTATIONS
During our time together, you will engage in discussion-based intellectual exchange with your fellow
classmates and rigorous, original analysis of the weekly readings. Our class sessions will help you to
develop critical thinking capacities that will prove indispensible both in the classroom and beyond.
We are collectively responsible for the quality of our time together. In other words, you will get out of
this class what you invest in terms of preparedness and effort. Therefore, you are expected to arrive to
each session on time, having read the assigned material, having determined relevant questions and points
for discussion, and ready to engage each other respectfully in the classroom.
Please note that this is a reading intensive course. There are many difficult readings that will require
independent thinking, processing, and work. You will have to seek out extra help if you are having
difficulty understanding the concepts in the course. Therefore, if you do not have the time or are not
committed to making the time to take on this amount of effort, this is most likely not the course for you.
A NOTE ON DIFFERENCE, DISCOMFORT, & RESPECT IN THE CLASSROOM
Respect for difference, in all its forms, is essential to building a classroom environment where everyone
feels able to learn and contribute to class discussions. The material covered in this course will engage
with questions of how difference produces distinct forms of knowledge and diverse experiences. The
experiences and ways of knowing discussed in the course materials may be similar or different from your
own experiences, both of which can result in questions and possibly even feelings of discomfort. When
these moments arise, I encourage you to view them as valuable and important components of learning.
Thus, this course will ask you to think critically and thoughtfully about social differences and societal
inequalities in ways that may expand or challenge previously held ideas. That being said, the goal of this
class is not to “force” certain ways of thinking onto anyone, but rather, to expose everyone to ways of
thinking and being in the world that may or may not be different from their own. I expect and encourage
students to disagree with the course material, your fellow classmates, and me; however, I expect that
everyone remain respectful and willing to listen at all times. Although you are under no obligation to
agree with the course materials, the instructor, or the other students, you are still responsible for
displaying a comprehension of the texts assigned and the conversations taking place.
If you have concerns about course content or the expectations regarding the classroom environment,
please consult with me during the first week to determine whether this class is a good fit for you. If you
are uncomfortable with or uninterested in discussions of race, im/migration, gender, sexuality, class,
histories of colonization, exploitation, capitalism, and violence, this class may not be for you as these will
be central themes covered throughout the semester.
COMMUNICATION
Email: You are welcome to email me with any questions or concerns. I expect, however, that you be
timely and considerate with your emails. Requests or questions related to scheduled assignments that are
received less than 12 hours before the assignment is due may not receive a response.
Please be professional in your email communications with all your professors, including me. Consult the
following rules on how to email your professors: http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/professorsguide/2010/09/30/18-etiquette-tips-for-e-mailing-your-professor
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Office Hours: Do not hesitate to come see me if you have any questions regarding the course materials or
your written work. If you are unable to attend my scheduled office hours, contact me to set up another
time by appointment.
ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION
Attendance at all classes is required. Because this class only meets twice per week, students will be
allowed one absence without penalty. All other absences will lower your participation grade for the
course. Students with 5 or more absences will automatically fail the course. Students are expected to
arrive to class on time; students arriving to class more than 15 minutes after the class has started will be
marked absent for the day.
If an extenuating circumstance requires that you be late or miss a class session, please consult with me
ahead of time. Please note that, in addition to contacting me, it is YOUR personal responsibility to attain
and review notes for any missed classes from your fellow students.
You are expected to attend every class and be fully present in our collective space. Therefore, cell phones
must be put on silent and remain out of sight. Additionally, all laptops, iPads, tablets, and digital
notebooks are prohibited in class, unless there is a documented need for students who require specific
learning accommodations. Because this is a discussion-based class, you will not need to take digital notes.
Also, you must remember to bring the readings with you to class in order to appropriately reference and
engage them during our discussions.
LATE PAPER POLICY
No Late Papers Will Be Accepted Without Penalty. One-third of a letter grade will be deducted for every
day that a paper is late (i.e., B+ to B). Late papers may also not receive written comments. If you do not
hand in a paper at all, you will receive a ZERO for the assignment. Papers cannot be rewritten. If you are
having difficulty with an assignment, please come see me during my office hours.
PAPER FORMAT
All papers must use 12-point font, Times New Roman, double-spacing, and 1" margins on all sides. All
students must use the following header:
Your name
The class title
The assignment (i.e. midterm exam, précis, etc.)
The date you handed in the paper (not the due date)
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Any breach of academic integrity will not be tolerated and will result in disciplinary review. I expect all
students to familiarize themselves with and adhere to Dickinson College’s policies regarding academic
misconduct, which can be accessed here: http://www.dickinson.edu/student-life/resources/dean-ofstudents/content/Conduct---Community-Standards/#Academic Misconduct
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WHAT IS PLAGIARISM?
Plagiarism is the appropriation of someone else’s work or ideas – whether they are written or not –
without acknowledgement, proper identification of the source, or citation. It is irrelevant whether this was
done intentionally or not. Further, a lack of knowledge about U.S. standards of academic citation is not an
excuse or explanation. While the most egregious forms of plagiarism use entire phrases, sentences, or
paragraphs verbatim without quotation marks or citation, paraphrasing someone else’s work without
attribution and altering a few words to pass someone else’s ideas off as your own also constitute equally
serious forms of plagiarism. The inclusion of non-textual images (i.e. drawings, maps, graphs, and charts)
in a paper is also considered to plagiarism if the images are not properly cited.
It is YOUR responsibility to consult with your instructor, a librarian, or writing tutor if you are unsure or
unclear about how to properly use citations.
For more information about plagiarism please consult the Purdue Online Writing Lab’s webpage
dedicated to avoiding plagiarism: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/
ACCESSIBILITY & ACCOMODATIONS
Dickinson College makes reasonable academic accommodations for students with documented
disabilities. Students requesting accommodations must make their request and provide appropriate
documentation to Disability Services in Biddle House. Because classes change every semester, eligible
students must obtain a new accommodation letter from Director Marni Jones every semester and review
this letter with their professors so the accommodations can be implemented. The Director of Disability
Services is available by appointment to answer questions and discuss any implementation issues you may
have.
Disability Services proctoring is managed by Susan Frommer at (717)-254-8107 or
proctoring@dickinson.edu. Address general inquiries to Stephanie Anderberg at (717)-245-1734 or email disabilityservices@dickinson.edu.
If you prefer to be called by a different name or referred to by a different gender pronoun than the one
under which you are officially enrolled, please inform me.
ASSIGNMENTS & GRADING
Class Participation: 25%
On-time completion of the reading assignments, active listening during lectures and in-class discussion,
and adding to discussions by making comments and asking questions are all required of you in this
course.
Midterm Exam: 25%
This exam will consist of a selection of short essay questions. Students will choose one question and
write a 3-5 page paper responding to the question. Papers must seriously engage the readings and address
the questions posed, demonstrating an understanding of key concepts and arguments from the course.
This is a take home exam. Midterm Exam due Thursday, October 23.
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Précis: 15%
Students will select one week of the course that especially interests them and write a 3-page paper in
which they analyze the set of readings assigned for that week. These are not simply summaries of the
readings. You are expected to discuss the authors’ central arguments, the strengths and weakness of each
author’s arguments, and how the readings relate to each other and other readings from the course. You are
also welcome to include your own reactions to the readings; however, you must prioritize your discussion
of the main points of the readings and how the readings relate to each other. Students will sign-up during
the first week. Refection papers are due at the beginning of the week selected.
Final Exam: 35%
The final exam is similar in format to the midterm. For the final, however, students will select two
questions and write 7-9 pages responding to the two questions selected. This is a take home exam. Final
Exam due December 16 at 5pm.

Week One: Who is Latina/o? What is Latina/o Studies?
Monday, September 1
Introduction to the course
Thursday, September 4
§ Lisa García Bedolla, “Introduction: Latinos and US Politics ” in Latino Politics (2009)
§ Frances R. Aparicio, “(Re)constructing Latinidad: The Challenge of Latina/o Studies” in A
Companion to Latina/o Studies (2007) *
Week Two: Colonialism, Conquest, and War (part 1)
Monday, September 8
§ Lisa García Bedolla, “Mexican Americans: Conquest, Migration, and Adaptation ” in Latino
Politics (2009)
Thursday, September 11
§ Lisa García Bedolla, “Puerto Ricans: From Colonized People to Political Activists ” in Latino
Politics (2009)
Week Three: Colonialism, Conquest, and War (part 2)
Monday, September 15
§ Lisa García Bedolla, “Cuban Americans: Occupation, Revolution, and Exile Politics” in Latino
Politics (2009)
Thursday, September 18
§ Peggy Levitt, “Transnational Ties and Incorporation: The Case of Dominicans in the United
States” in The Columbia history of Latinos in the United States since 1960 (2004) *
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Week Four: Colonialism, Conquest, and War (part 3)
Monday, September 22
§ Lisa García Bedolla, “Central Americans: Inequality, War, and Solidarity” in Latino Politics.
(2009)
Thursday, September 25
§ In-class screening of Harvest of Empire (2012)
Week Five: Latino Politics and Questions of Participation
Monday, September 29
§ Cristina Beltran, “El Pueblo Unido: Visions of Unity in the Chicano and Puerto Rican
Movements” in The Trouble with Unity (2010)
Thursday, October 2
§ Cristina Beltran, “From Identification to Representation: Civic Latinidad and the Making of the
‘Latino Vote’” in The Trouble with Unity (2010)
Week Six: The Politics of Embodiment and Action
Monday, October 6
§ Cristina Beltran, “Labor, Action, and the Space of Appearance: Immigrant Embodiment and the
Problem of Freedom” in The Trouble with Unity (2010)
Thursday, October 9
§ Cristina Beltrán, “Latino Is a Verb” in The Trouble with Unity: Latino Politics and the Creation
of Identity (2010)
Week Seven: Race and Latinidad
Monday, October 13
§ Silvio Torres-Saillant, “Problematic Paradigms: Racial Diversity and Corporate Identity in the
Latino Community” in Latinos: Remaking America (2002) *
Thursday, October 16
§ Suzanne Oboler, “Latinas/os and the (Re)racialization of US Society and Politics” in A
Companion to Latina/o Studies (2007) *
§ In-class discussion of New Muslim Cool (2009)
*All students are expected to attend outside screening
Week Eight: NO CLASS
Monday, October 20
§ MIDTERM PAUSE – NO CLASS
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Thursday, October 23
§ PROFESSOR LEBRÓN AT PUERTO RICAN STUDIES CONFERENCE – NO CLASS
§ MIDTERM EXAM DUE TODAY AT 5PM
Week Nine: Spatial Inequality, Displacement, and Resistance
Monday, October 27
§ Arlene Davila, “Dreams of Place and Housing Struggles” in Barrio Dreams: Puerto Ricans,
Latinos, and the Neoliberal City (2004) *
§ Gina Perez, “Gentrification, Intrametropolitan Migration, and the Politics of Place” in The Near
Northwest Side Story: Migration, Displacement, and Puerto Rican Families (2004) *
*HEAVY READING DAY – PLAN ACCORDINGLY
Thursday, October 30
§ In-class screening and discussion of El Barrio Tours: Gentrification in East Harlem (2012)
Week Ten: Linguistic Subversion
Monday, November 3
§ Maria Elena Cepeda, “Singing the ‘Star-Spanglish Banner’: The Politics and Pathologization of
Bilingualism in U.S. Popular Media” in Beyond the Barrio (2010)
§ Nicole Guidotti-Hernández, “Why Sebastien de la Cruz Should Be Respected and Protected,” The
Feminist Wire (2013) – http://thefeministwire.com/2013/06/why-sebastien-de-la-cruz-should-berespected-and-protected/
Thursday, November 6
§ PROFESSOR LEBRÓN AT AMERICAN STUDIES CONFERENCE – NO CLASS
Week Eleven: Transnational Lives, Transnational Communities
Monday, November 10
§ Cary Cordova, “The Mission in Nicaragua: San Francisco Poets Go to War” Beyond El Barrio
(2010)
§ Ana Aparicio, “Transglocal Barrio Politics: Dominican American Organizing in New York”
Beyond El Barrio (2010)
Thursday, November 13
§ Dolores Inés Casillas, “‘¡Puuurrrooo MÉXICO!’: Listening to Transnationalism on U.S. Spanish
Language Radio” in Beyond El Barrio (2010)
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Week Twelve: Latinas/os and the Military
Monday, November 17
§ Gina Perez, “Hispanic Values, Military Values: Gender, Culture, and the Militarization of
Latina/o Youth” in Beyond El Barrio (2010)
§ George Mariscal, “Nowhere to Go: Latino Youth and the Poverty Draft” in Public Affairs
Magazine (2004) – http://www.politicalaffairs.net/no-where-else-to-go-latino-youth-and-thepoverty-draft-print-edition/
Thursday, November 20
§ Hector Amaya, “Mediating Belonging, Inclusion, and Death” in Citizenship Excess: Latinas/os,
Media, and the Nation (2013)*
Week Thirteen: Latino Youth and Hyper-criminalization
Monday, November 24
§ Victor M. Ríos, Punished: Policing the Lives of Black and Latino Boys, Preface and Chapters 1
and 2
Thursday, November 27
§ THANKSGIVING BREAK – NO CLASS
Week Fourteen: Delinquent Subjects
Monday, December 1
§ Victor M. Ríos, Punished: Policing the Lives of Black and Latino Boys, Chapter 3 and 4
Thursday, December 4
§ Victor M. Ríos, Punished: Policing the Lives of Black and Latino Boys, Chapters 5 and 6
Week Fifteen: Imagining New Futures
Monday, December 8
§ Victor M. Ríos, Punished: Policing the Lives of Black and Latino Boys, Chapter 7 and
Conclusion
Thursday, December 11 [final day of class]
• Wrap up & Evals

FINAL PAPER DUE DECEMBER 16 AT 5PM.
NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED – NO EXCEPTIONS!
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