Loving God & neighbour

Number 313
Dec 2016 / Jan 2017
http://parishofmerthyrtydfil.com

25p

THE PARISH OF MERTHYR TYDFIL. ST DAVID & ABERCANAID
PRIEST IN CHARGE

Rev Mark Prevett 6 Llwyncelyn Lane, Ynysfach 553529
email: prevtherev@sky.com

ASSOCIATE PRIEST

Rev John Hughes 01685 555374
email: fr.johnhughesssc@hotmail.co.uk

READER and EDITOR Mr Ken Lewis, Felin Newydd, Gwaelodygarth Close
email: highwaystdavid@netscape.net
PCC SECRETARY

Mr Nigel Gunter, 40 St Tydfil’s Court. 07732166864
email: cphillips10@btinternet.com

PARISH
CHURCHWARDENS

Mrs Dorothy Evans 24 St David’s Close, Heolgerrig. 721672
Mr Ian Hopkins, 13 Park Crescent. 384413

SAFEGUARDING
CO-ORDINATOR

Ms Jan Lewis, 18 Heol Llwyn Deri, Gellideg 371084
email: janlewismt@googlemail.com

St DAVID’S PARISH CHURCH
ORGANIST
Dr Chris Wilkinson
TREASURER
Mr Gareth Whale
St TYDFIL’S WELL CHURCH, THE QUAR
CHURCHWARDENS Mr Jeff Davies, 7 Brychan Place. 377682
Mrs Sue Morris 382017
TREASURER
Mr Neil Morris
Ss PETER & PAUL, ABERCANAID
CHURCHWARDENS Dr Claire Price, 20 Cardiff Street, Abercanaid 01443 692174
ORGANISTS
TREASURER

Dr Claire Price
Mr Clive Jones
Mrs Marian Price

St TYDFIL’S OLD PARISH CHURCH
CHURCHWARDENS Mrs Elaine Fisher
Mr Bill Evans, Colliery Cottage, 376375
TREASURER
Mrs Elaine Fisher
VERGER
Mrs Liz Lewis, Felin Newydd, Gwaelodygarth Cl 359730
email liz.lewis.merthyr@gmail.com

Dear Friends

Mission in the Parish.
Please think about the phrase
‘Intentionally engaging to tell the
story’.
During 2017 I would like us, as a
parish, to begin the process of
making this phrase the precursor or
addendum to all that we do. It can be
at both or either end. Why? Because
sometimes we have to specifically
decide that that is what we are going
to do. We may not even want to but
feel we have to because deep in our
hearts we know it is the right thing so
we will – ‘intentionally engage so that
we have the opportunity to tell of
God’s love and that that love offers
us salvation’. That, of course, is the
story of Christmas. God, knowing all
things, knew that there was a
possibility that His Son would die on
the cross. If we were aware of such a
dreadful outcome from a decision to
engage could we still do it? God did
because, as it reminds us in John
3.16 “For God so loved the world that
he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may
not perish but may have eternal life,”
He loves us so much. And it doesn’t
stop there. Christmas may only be
celebrated on one day, just as Easter
is but the story of intentional
engagement, birth, death and
resurrection are being repeated
every moment of every day across
God’s world. He can do it on His own
but it all works so much better if we

work in partnership with Him. He
wants to use us as instruments
through which His love can be shown
– we receive grace upon grace in
order to do so.
So where can we see God’s heart at
work. Today the message is the
same as it has always been. God’s
heart is for the young, the widow, the
poor, the prisoners, those who suffer,
the weak and the vulnerable. We
must join in whatever part of God’s
heart we see revealed to us in this
place. At present this is through
things like the FoodBank, Pastoral
Visiting to the Sick and Bereaved and
Messy Church. We need to focus
hard on these things through 2017
and build relationships with those we
engage with in order to demonstrate
the love of God. We can then be
‘faithful Ambassadors’ for Him. Most
importantly, through this engagement
God’s Kingdom is being grown here
on earth. If you think about it we are
doing no more and no less than
Jesus himself. Firstly intentionally
engaging with people, very often one
at a time, and then showing them His
Father’s love. How can we better be
His disciples, following in His
footsteps, here on earth. Enjoy the
festive season and spread good
cheer and happiness to those around
you that they may see God’s love
manifested in you.
Fr. Mark

A Pastoral Letter from
the Bishops of the
Church in Wales
to all the faithful
concerning Admission to
Holy Communion
The Church, as the Body of Christ, has
both Word and Sacrament to nourish and
sustain its members. Down through the
centuries, the Church has been called to
the faithful preaching of the Word and the
administration of the Sacraments as part
of God’s mission and witness to his
Kingdom.
From about the fifth century, it became
common in the western Church to
separate the Sacrament of Baptism (in
which a person is joined to the Body of
Christ, and sacramentally with Christ’s
death and resurrection) from the
ceremony of Confirmation, when the
bishop, as chief pastor, welcomes the
newly baptised, and lays hands upon
them praying for the strengthening of the
Holy Spirit. From the thirteenth century,
it became customary also not to admit
anyone to the Sacrament of Holy
Communion unless or until they had
received the sacramental act of
Confirmation.
Thus three ceremonies which the early
Church had held together were
separated, and the pattern was
established with which Anglicans are
familiar (of Baptism in infancy, of
Confirmation at puberty, and Communion
thereafter). These developments
seemed expedient at the time that they
were implemented, but in so doing, a
great truth was obscured: the Sacrament
of Baptism, commanded by Our Lord, is
in fact the whole ceremony, entire and
complete in itself, by which a person is
incorporated into Christ, and recognised
as a Christian.

In the Church today, there are many who
believe that the witness of the Church to
Jesus Christ, and the process of nurturing
children and young people in the
Christian faith, would be immeasurably
strengthened by recovering this earliest
symbolism. Baptism alone should be
seen as the gateway into participation in
the life of the Church, including admission
to the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
In conjunction with advice from the
Doctrinal Commission of the Church in
Wales, and from the Governing Body, the
Bench of Bishops wishes now to re-adopt
the practice of the early Church with
respect to admission to Holy Communion.
It is our conviction that all the baptised, by
virtue of their Baptism alone, are full
members of the Body of Christ and
qualified to receive Holy Communion.
We have taken note of the existing rubrics
and the teaching found in the Catechism
of the Book of Common Prayer of the
Church in Wales. We have also taken
advice also from the Legal SubCommittee of the Governing Body and
have been given the assurance that such
a step does not require any change in the
present Canon Law or Constitution of the
Church in Wales. We have also received
advice from them of civil law implications
in taking this step.
With all this in mind, as of the First
Sunday of Advent this year, 27th
November 2016, we are giving
permission for all those who are baptised
in water and in the name of the Holy
Trinity, to receive Holy Communion at the
Celebration of the Holy Eucharist within
our dioceses and jurisdictions. None is
required so to receive, but no barrier
should be erected to prevent all the
baptised from making their Communion,
other than that which is required by civil
law.

Of course, this decision raises important
questions for the life of the Church. We
have asked for assistance in preparing
materials which can be used in our
parishes and Ministry and Mission Areas
to instruct the faithful on the meaning and
significance of this change.
Since we remain, as a Church, committed
to the Baptism of Infants, even the
youngest of children would be entitled to
receive Holy Communion under these
provisions. However, while this will be
permitted by the theology of the Church,
it will not always be appropriate to
administer Communion in both kinds.
The civil law does not permit the
administration of alcohol to children under
the age of five, and even thereafter
parental permission is required before a
child may receive Communion from the
chalice. It will be important for parishes
and clergy to establish good practice by
ensuring that clear records are kept of
what permissions are given, and
Communion in all other cases would have
to be in the one kind (the bread).
In lifting the customary barriers to
Communion, we are mindful that this
opens out as well a new and
strengthened understanding of the Rite of
Confirmation. It will be no longer the
gateway to Communion, but take its
proper place in the sacramental acts of
the Church as a channel of God’s grace,
affirming disciples of their place in the
fellowship of the Church and
commissioning them for service in the
Church and world. We have asked the
Standing Liturgical Advisory Commission
to prepare work on a new Rite of
Confirmation that will reflect more clearly
this understanding.

We entrust the Church in Wales to God’s
good care and grace, and pray that, as we
acknowledge the place of all the baptised
at the Eucharist, he may renew our life in
him and the commission we receive to his
service, so that we might all grow in grace,
and bear witness to his love in the world.
The Bench of Bishops
September 2016

Hold up, hold up for ..........
You are supposed to sing those words to the tune of Stand up, Stand up for Jesus but
this time it is for ...

Lay Pastoral Visiting.
It was a year ago on the dark winter nights that a large group of lovely lay people
gathered in Fr. Lance's company and trained to be Lay Pastoral Visitors. Little did we
know then that there would be things that would delay us. I would like to thank those
who did do the training for their patience with the process. As they are aware, the
group got tied up in the new Church in Wales Policy on Safeguarding for Children and
Vulnerable Adults. This meant that they all had to go through the Disclosure and
Barring Services procedure which, again because it is all new, took a lot longer than
anticipated. As I write this we are awaiting one final response before we can book Julie
Davies to come and commission the team. Will we be making it before Christmas or
will it be a new start to the new year? Knowing how busy everything gets from now till
the New Year I think the latter more likely but ... watch this space.
I expect that due to the time that has lapsed we will want to get together and have an
evening refresher course but I am delighted to say that we are, at last quite genuinely
within a whisker! I look forward to releasing these wonderful, dedicated people on
those, who for whatever reason, need a home visit. If they are visiting someone who
has been bereaved they will have with them our Bereavement Booklet which is also
very near to completion thanks to Ken's hard work. I look forward to working with a
team of people and the incredible resources that will, through them, be offered to the
church, the Body of Christ, here in Merthyr.
Fr. Mark.

It’s Christmas for sure.
The meaning is pure.
The birth of our Lord
We celebrate once more.
A present from God.
A child to adore.
To each and every one
May God’s blessing be with
you
This Christmas-tide
And ever more.

Once again we send our warmest
Christmas wishes to our whole
congregation.
May we all find peace and
goodwill in the coming year.
Verlene & Chris
Nadolig Llawen.

Christmas at the
Quar
Con Voce Carol Service on Sunday 4th December 7.30pm refreshments to follow
Salvation Army Carols by Candlelight Tuesday 13th December 7pm refreshments to follow
Talk by Carl Llewellyn 'A Child's Christmas in Wales' 7pm Tuesday

Mothers' Union News
Mary Sumner House has recently
launched an updated version of 'Labelled
for Life'; a booklet which has been
produced to offer advice and support to
parents and carers on managing the
influence and impact of the commercial
world on children.
Reporter Tim Wyatt, Church Times, is
keen to speak to some parents for their
take on managing the internet /
commercialisation with their children If
anyone has a few minutes to share their
thoughts, please email
tim@churchtimes.co.uk
or call him on 0207 776 1065.
This month we are supporting the
campaign to end Gender-based Violence
Against Women and Girls. On Friday, the
25th November at 12.00 noon, we joined
with other individuals and groups around
the world in A Global Moment, lighting a
candle to remember all who are affected
by gender-based violence, and as a
symbol of hope as we prayed for a world
which is free from all forms of violence
and abuse.
As we have enjoyed an amazing Autumn;
while we watch leaves fluttering to the
ground we are reminded that nature's
cycles are mirrored in our lives. Autumn
is a time for letting go and releasing
things that have been a burden; a time to
practice getting out of the way and letting
the Holy Spirit take charge of our lives.
“Thank you Lord God, for the crisp
morning; for warm homes and
wholesome food to keep us warm, and
please Lord, help us to let go of the
things that stop us from showing our true
colours and shining with the reflected
light of your grace and mercy.”

We pray for Maggie Bracegirdle, Clive
and Jane Jones' granddaughter following
her recent Baptism.
Congratulations to Gill and Peter
McAleer, Jaqui and Robert Davies and
Sue and Neil Morris on the occasions of
the births of their granddaughters. Our
prayers are for Gill and Peter's
granddaughter who has been in hospital.
Sincere sympathy is extended to Geoff
Amblin on the death of his mum, Anne; to
Jeff Davies on the death of his father,
Percy and to Diana Bezant on the death
of her mum, Alma Price. May they rest in
peace and rise in glory +.
Mothers' Union members wish everyone a
Peaceful Christmas and a Happy New
Year, with every blessing and love. In our
prayers, we remember the lonely, the
housebound, the sick and bereaved. For
the homeless and refugees. May they
know God's love at this time.

DIARY DECEMBER
Sun 4

Mon 5
Wed 7
Thu 8
Sat 10
Sun 11

Wed 14
Thu 15
Sat 17
Sun 18

Wed 21
Thu 22
Sat 24

Sun 25
Wed 28
Thu 29

09:30
10:00
11:00
19:30
14:00
19:00
10:30
10:30
10:00

Holy Eucharist
Sung Eucharist
Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Con Voce at Christmas
Mothers' Union Corporate Communion
PCC meeting
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Christmas Tree Festival & Craft Fayre

Abercanaid
St David's
Quar
Quar
St David's
Abercanaid
St David's
Quar
St Tydfil's OPC

09:30
10:00
11:00
18:00
10:30
10:30
15:00

Holy Eucharist
Sung Eucharist
Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
St Tydfil's Carol Service
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Messy Christingle

Abercanaid
St David's
Quar
St Tydfil's OPC
St David's
Quar
St Tydfil's OPC

09:30
10:00
11:00
18:00
10:30
10:30

Holy Eucharist
Sung Eucharist
Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Carol Service
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

Abercanaid
St David's
Quar
St David’s
St David's
Quar

Christmas Eve
19:30
Holy Eucharist
21:00
Holy Eucharist
23:30
Midnight Holy Eucharist
Christmas Day
10:00
Holy Eucharist
10:30
Holy Eucharist
10:30
Holy Eucharist

Abercanaid
Quar
St David's

St David's
St David's
Quar

JANUARY 2017
Sun 1

Wed 4
Thu 5
Sun 8

Wed 11
Thu 12
Sun 15

Wed 18
Thu 19
Sun 22

Wed 25
Thu 26
Sun 29

New Year's Day
09:30
Holy Eucharist
10:00
Sung Eucharist
11:00
Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
10:30
Holy Eucharist
10:30
Holy Eucharist

Abercanaid
St David's
Quar
St David's
Quar

09:30
10:00
11:00
10:30
10:30

Holy Eucharist
Sung Eucharist
Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

Abercanaid
St David's
Quar
St David's
Quar

09:30
10:00
11:00
10:30
10:30

Holy Eucharist
Sung Eucharist
Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

Abercanaid
St David's
Quar
St David's
Quar

09:30
10:00
11:00
10:30
10:30

Holy Eucharist
Sung Eucharist
Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

Abercanaid
St David's
Quar
St David's
Quar

09:30
10:00
11:00
18:00

Holy Eucharist
Abercanaid
Sung Eucharist
St David's
Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Quar
TBA
St Tydfil's Old Parish Church

FEBRUARY
Wed 1
Thu 2

10:30
10:30

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

Sun 5

09:30
10:00
11:00

Holy Eucharist
Sung Eucharist
Holy Eucharist & Sunday School

St David's
Quar
Abercanaid
St David's
Quar

St DAVID’S PARISH CHURCH
SUNDAY
10.00 am Sung Holy Eucharist
WEDNESDAY 10.30 am Holy Eucharist
St TYDFIL’S WELL CHURCH, The Quar
SUNDAY
11.00 am Sung Eucharist & Sunday School
THURSDAY

10.30 am Holy Eucharist

Ss PETER & PAUL’S CHURCH, Abercanaid
SUNDAY
9.30 am Holy Eucharist
St TYDFIL’S CHURCH, Lower High Street
SUNDAY
6.00 pm An evening service
(Usually last in month. See Diary for details)
All services may be changed or added to especially on Feast Days.
Please see the online calendar page for details.

http://parishofmerthyrtydfil.com/servicetimes
ADVANCE NOTICE
I have arranged a series of Celebrity Organ Recitals in St. David's for next
year, in aid of our organ fund. Each recital will start at 1pm and conclude at
around 1:45 and will be followed by a light finger buffet. There will be no
entrance charge but a donation would be much appreciated.
Friday 26th of May Dr. Emma Gibbins, Director of Music, Newport Cathedral.
Friday 30th of June Stephen Moore, Director of Music, Llandaff Cathedral.
Friday 28th July David Thomas, Organist, Llandaff
Cathedral.
Please keep these dates free, if possible. The recitals
will be widely advertised in the organists' community
and I am hoping that we will be able to fill St. David's
for the three recitals.
Thank you for your continuing support.
Chris Wilkinson.

CHURCH HALLS
Rooms can be hired at the church halls
at the following rates:
Quar Hall £10 per hour.
Abercanaid £10 per hour

Next issue
Please let me have anything for February on
Sunday morning 29 January at the very latest.
Preferably earlier.
Next issue is due out 5 February
Please e-mail your articles to
highwaystdavid@netscape.net
Please visit our website at.
http://parishofmerthyrtydfil.com
All named articles are the work of that person. Publication does not
imply agreement with the opinions expressed. Ken Lewis, Editor.

