
Tasting notes for En Primeur Wines

2016 Merlot ‘Pépé’ 
Mount Veeder | Napa Valley 

Our 2016 Pépé comes from a 1200’ high-elevation organically farmed vineyard on Mount Veeder 
which adds structure and power to this elegant variety. Pépé 2016 has by now spent 11 out of total 
18 months in French oak barrels, of which 50% are new. 

When tasting two-thirds length into its barrel aging process, Yannick loved Pépé’s intense nose, 
filled with blackberries, plums and cherries… as well as standout notes of cedar, mocha and forest 
floor. On the palate, the wine is juicy and lively - an energetic wine with dark fruit flavors, plush 
tannins and an exceptionally long finish. The wine is already showing a great balance between 
structure, tannins and acidity which implies a long aging potential. 

Barrels produced: 7    |   Release date: October 2018 

2016 Cabernet Sauvignon ‘Le Roi Soleil’ 
Mount Veeder | Napa Valley 

This single-vineyard Cabernet from the 1.5-acre, lovingly cared-for Nosotros vineyard on top of 
Mount Veeder is named Le Roi Soleil after the Sun King Louis XIV. It will spend a total of 18 
months in French oak barrels, 80% of which are new. Mount Veeder wines are known for their 
intensity and aging potential, and this wine is no exception. 

On the nose, the aromas of blueberries, black currants and eucalyptus effortlessly mingle with 
cedar and sweet spices, already suggesting a harmonious integration of the French oak. This wine 
fills the palate with sweet, ripe dark berries, tobacco and coffee. Yannick especially loves its supple 
tannins and precise, focused character. He says this Cabernet is an excellent representation of 
Mount Veeder’s aromatic uniqueness, lustiness and Old-World expression. 

Barrels produced: 8    |   Release date: October 2018 

2016 Tannat ‘The Musketeer’ 
Single Vineyard | Solano County 

For our top-line Reserve Tannat The Musketeer, Yannick has hand-picked three best barrels from 
the 2016 vintage. The wine will age another 8 months in a mix of French barriques (225 liters) and 
the puncheon (500 liters). Only 1200 bottles will be produced of this vintage. 

Tannat is generally a very tannic and acidic variety - a great combination for aging which allows the 
wine to be cellared for 20+ years. Yannick assesses the 2016 vintage as showing a different - more 
voluptuous and sophisticated - side of Tannat. Appealing aromas of ripe dark small berries, black 
cherries and prunes with a whiff of herbs and cloves suggest a wine that’s juicy, dense, and sub-
terranean. Indeed, this wine has rich, concentrated flavors, round mouthfeel, and velvety tannins.  

Cases produced: 100    |   Release date: October 2018
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