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No ‘Kid’ding: Goats Join Sheep to Manage Renard Island Vegetation

For Immediate Release October 10, 2024
(Green Bay, Wis.) — Earlier this year, the Port of Green Bay awarded a contract to Wooly Green Grazers
of Appleton for vegetation management at Renard Island. Over the past couple of months, the animals
have been making excellent progress as they graze the island.

With all the rain this year, the island vegetation grew fast and tall. Renard island has a large variety of
vegetation, including stinging nettles, marsh elders, phragmites, foxtail and Canadian thistle. Initially,
there were around 50 sheep on the island in a rotational grazing process, with different groups of
sheep on different quadrants on the island.

Since the vegetation grew so rapidly this season, Wooly Green Grazers saw it appropriate to introduce
goats to the island to assist the sheep. Currently, there are over 100 animals on the island. The animals
have now been working in a mob grazing process, with all teams running side by side on smaller
sections, changing sections around every 36 hours. This is true for all except the ram team, which must
stay away from the ewes until their breeding time in late October and early November.

With the help of the goats, grazing of the entire island is expected to be complete by the end of
October, weather permitting. The current plan is for the flock to continue grazing until snow falls or the
ground freezes.

“We are very pleased with all the progress that has been made. The Wooly Green Grazers have
seamlessly adapted to effectively graze the island,” shared Mark Walter Business Development
Manager for the Port of Green Bay. “The sheep and goats offer a cost-effective and environmentally
friendly alternative to mechanical mowing. They have covered a lot of ground over the past few
months and have been successful in managing the island’s vegetation.”
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About the Port of Green Bay: The Port of Green Bay exists to enhance the prosperity of the people of
Northeast Wisconsin by providing facilities and infrastructure able to effectively and efficiently move
commodities and goods across the nation. As the western-most port of Lake Michigan, the Port of
Green Bay offers a direct route for shipping from the Midwest to the rest of the world. To learn more
about the Port of Green Bay, visit https://www.portofgreenbay.com/.

The Port of Green Bay has 14 active terminal operators located along three miles of the Fox River
involved in shipping commodities: Ace Marine, C. Reiss Company, Construction Resources

Management, Flint Hills Resources, Fox River Terminals, Georgia-Pacific, Graymont, GLC Minerals, KK

Integrated Logistics, Holcim, RGL, Sanimax, St. Mary’s Cement and U.S. Venture.

For more information, visit our website at: www.portofgreenbay.com
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