YEAR 2, LENT 1, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER
The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
Some time after Joseph’s master had put him into the
prison, the butler of the king of Egypt and his baker
offended their lord the king of Egypt. And Pharaoh
was angry with his two officers, the chief butler and
the chief baker, and he put them in custody in the
house of the captain of the guard, in the prison where
Joseph was confined. The captain of the guard
charged Joseph with them, and he waited on them;
and they continued for some time in custody. And one
night they both dreamed—the butler and the baker of
the king of Egypt, who were confined in the prison—
each his own dream, and each dream with its own
meaning. When Joseph came to them in the morning
and saw them, they were troubled. So he asked
Pharaoh’s officers who were with him in custody in his
master’s house, “Why are your faces downcast today?”
They said to him, “We have had dreams, and there is
no one to interpret them.” And Joseph said to them,
“Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell them to
me, I pray you.” So the chief butler told his dream to
Joseph, and said to him, “In my dream there was a
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vine before me, and on the vine there were three
branches; as soon as it budded, its blossoms shot
forth, and the clusters ripened into grapes. Pharaoh’s
cup was in my hand; and I took the grapes and pressed
them into Pharaoh’s cup, and placed the cup in
Pharaoh’s hand.” Then Joseph said to him, “This is its
interpretation: the three branches are three days;
within three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and
restore you to your office; and you shall place
Pharaoh’s cup in his hand as formerly, when you were
his butler. But remember me, when it is well with you,
and do me the kindness, I pray you, to make mention
of me to Pharaoh, and so get me out of this house.
For I was indeed stolen out of the land of the
Hebrews; and here also I have done nothing that they
should put me into the dungeon.” When the chief
baker saw that the interpretation was favorable, he said
to Joseph, “I also had a dream: there were three cake
baskets on my head, and in the uppermost basket
there were all sorts of baked food for Pharaoh, but the
birds were eating it out of the basket on my head.”
And Joseph answered, “This is its interpretation: the
three baskets are three days; within three days Pharaoh
will lift up your head—from you!—and hang you on a
tree; and the birds will eat the flesh from you.” On the
third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, he made a
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feast for all his servants, and lifted up the head of the
chief butler and the head of the chief baker among
his servants. He restored the chief butler to his
butlership, and he placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand;
but he hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had
interpreted to them. Yet the chief butler did not
remember Joseph, but forgot him.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
And when Jesus returned to Caper'na-um after some
days, it was reported that he was at home. And many
were gathered together, so that there was no longer
room for them, not even about the door; and he was
preaching the word to them. And they came, bringing
to him a paralytic carried by four men. And when they
could not get near him because of the crowd, they
removed the roof above him; and when they had
made an opening, they let down the pallet on which
the paralytic lay. And when Jesus saw their faith, he
said to the paralytic, “My son, your sins are forgiven.”
Now some of the scribes were sitting there,
questioning in their hearts, “Why does this man speak
thus? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God
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alone?” And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit
that they thus questioned within themselves, said to
them, “Why do you question thus in your hearts?
Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your pallet and walk’?
But that you may know that the Son of man has
authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the
paralytic—“I say to you, rise, take up your pallet and
go home.” And he rose, and immediately took up the
pallet and went out before them all; so that they were
all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw
anything like this!”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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